NOTES, RING PRESENTATIONS, APRIL 25TH.

I. INTRODUCE MYSELF – 25 years of active duty including nine on the USMA faculty have enabled me to be privileged to be an Admissions Representative in Middle Georgia as well as a member of the ring recovery effort.  My wife and I have a son in the Class of 2001.

II. INTRODUCE ALL OTHERS

· Ms. Marianna Wilkinson, with her son, Christopher Michael Wilkinson, his wife, Janet Trent Wilkinson and their son, William Church Wilkinson.

· Cadet Joy Cousineau of the Class of 2004 who will go on to graduation shortly, 60 days leave and flight school to become an Army Aviator.  Joy will present a ring to Ms. Wilkinson.

· Colonel Morris Herbert (Ret’d) of the Class of 1950 who will received the Class of 1950 ring.

· Cadet Brandon Archuleta, President of the Class of 2006 with Greg Gephardt, Vice President of the Class of 2006 who will receive the Class of 1920 ring.

· Tony Ferraiuolo, the Director of Class Support.

· Ms. Linda Mastin representing the USMA PAO.

· LTC (Ret’d) Jerry Pogorzelski, ’63 and his wife Bonnie who will help provide the moral and emotional support that I will need to progress through this effort.

III. INTRODUCE RING RECOVERY - The ring recovery effort was begun by Bill O’Neill ’92 in the late spring of 1999.  He ran it virtually single-handedly until the fall of 2002 when he needed assistance due to the press of family medical demands.  Since that date, LTC Michael McGurk, ’85 and I have assisted him.  Bill very much wanted to be here today and if he were, he might use a different word than “assist.”  He had a pressing other commitment.

I note also that ring recovery leans heavily on Tony Ferraiulo, the Director of Class Support of the Association of Graduates and his assistant, Patty Pfanzelter for help on an informal basis and they have been wonderful supporters or this effort. 

IV.  The effort seeks to recover wayward West Point ring and return them to their owner or the owner’s spouse, family, or descendants, to the USMA Library and Museum (two rings have been sent to the Museum including one from the Class of 1878), to the AOG Class Ring Memorial Program (two rings have been sent to this worthy program and a third will follow today) and other “homes” that may be appropriate (a Class of 1931 ring will be presented to the Veterans Museum in Huntsville Alabama in late May, for example).  

V.  Ring recovery depends on the donations of the West Point Community in order to continue its work.

VI. PRESENTATION OF CLASS OF JUNE 1943 RING

Today we gathered around a monument known as the Air Cadet Memorial erected by the Military Academy Class of 1945 in honor of the memories of cadets who lost their lives while training in aircraft to serve our nation.

One of the names on this Memorial is that of the late Cadet Robert E. Horn of Nyack, New York.  His class ring is the first one today to be returned home.  I will pass this ring around for each of you to view briefly.

The ring appeared on eBay in December 2003.  It had belonged to a cadet who had perished in an aircraft accident near Seager, NY on 4 December 1942.

We were the successful bidder when the auction closed on 22 December.  We had already begun the effort to try to locate relatives of Cadet Horn.  When we turned to our genealogist, Ms. Kitty Millard, a ’55 wife, she responded, with some glee, “This will be a “tuffy.”  Indeed it was!

Indeed it was.  I would summarize by saying that the effort spanned some six weeks and involved:

· The West Point Library.

· The 1930 Census, recently released.

· A funeral home in New Jersey

· The Nyack Public Library and its file copy of an Alumni Directory for Nyack High School that provided phone numbers of graduates named “Horn.”

We called one.  We were elated to we were in touch with nieces of Cadet Horn, one of whom was introduced earlier.  Their father was one of Cadet Horn’s brothers.

Both ladies reported on the fact that after Robert’s death, his father, Harry would never turn off the porch light at night, that he was troubled during snow storms and he would not lock his door, reports that frankly touched me very much each time that I heard them.

We will this ring over to Robert’s family now but I must first pass on some words from ring recovery which apply to each ring that we return:

- The West Point Ring Recovery Program returns this ring as a gift to from the West Point community; neither money nor donation is required.

- We ask the following:

    - - That for the ring be cared for as the precious object it is.  Protect it from theft or damage. 

    - - That you insure that the ring remains a treasured heirloom and is passed down, never to be sold, from generation to generation, preferably by an entry in your last will and testament. 

    - - That you advise us immediately if this ring is lost or stolen. 

    - - In the future, if caring for and cherishing this ring becomes a burden, we ask that the ring be donated to the Class Ring Memorial Program of the Association of Graduates of the United States Military Academy.  In that program, the gold of the rings of the classes of the years past are used in providing the rings of the classes of the future.

Cadet Joy Cosineau will accept the ring on behalf of the United States Corps of Cadets and she will in turn present it to Ms. Wilkinson.  It will be accompanied by a Howitzer from the class of June 1943, so kindly donated by Colonel (Ret’d) John K. Brier for this purpose.

Cadet Cosineau, will you step forward please.

Cadet Cosineau said:  “"Mrs. Wilkinson, it is an immense pleasure to be able to give back your uncle’s ring to you and your family today. I’m sure it will be cherished. As a cadet and future aviator I am unbelievably honored to continue your Uncle’s tradition in the long gray line. Thank you for this opportunity and I hope you enjoy this occasion." 
(While not said during the ceremony it is important to remember that Cadet Horn died in training to serve our nation in a time of war, war against the Axis Powers of World War II; war against nations whose crimes against other nations and their citizens were so horrible that their contemplation can only bring a sense of revulsion

.

Cadet Robert E. Horn lost his life while preparing to participate in this World War II.  He is one of the heroes of our nation’s efforts in that war.  He is a member of Tom Brokaw’s “Greatest Generation.”)

Ms. Wilkinson, if you will step forward, please.

Note also that Cadet Cousineau presented a copy of the  Howitzer for the Class of June 1943 provided courtesy of Colonel (Ret’d) John K. Brier of that class.

Ms. Wilkinson, do you have any words to offer?  At this point, Ms. Wilkinson spoke with emotion to the fact that Robert Edward Horn of the Class of 1943 was more than a name engraved into the stone of the monument, that he was a remembered member of her family who will not be forgotten.  She extended the sincere thanks of she and her family for ring recoveries efforts to return his ring to them.

END OF JUNE 1943 RING PRESENTATION.

VII. PRESENTATION OF THE CLASS OF 1950 RING.

We continued to keep watch.  In mid-February of this year, the class ring of the late 2d LT Warren C. Littlefield of the Class of 1950 appeared on eBay.  I offer it now for your inspection.

Lieutenant Littlefield had graduated on 11 June 1950 and had planned an August 1950 wedding to Betty Zoe Rhame of Sumter, South Carolina.  This wedding was moved to 13 July in order to accommodate his orders to the Far East.  This name Rhame enabled LTC McGurk of our effort to contact her family to determine that his Betty had remarried, had two daughters, and had died in 1996.  The family was delighted that this ring would go to the Class of 1950.

It is important to note that this ring was recovered at considerable expense, because a competing bidder with whom Bill O’Neill had email contact after the auction was closed nearly doubled our cost of recovery.  This competitor reported that he needed only a West Point class ring to complete his collection of service academy class rings.  Needless to say, we were delighted to deny him the opportunity to complete this collection, not only in the case of this ring, but also in the case of one immediately subsequent from the Class of 1984.

It was apparent very early in this effort that this class ring would be returned to the Class of 1950 which would then determine to what “home” it should go.

Colonel Herbert, would you step forward please?

Sir, we present to your class the class ring of 2nd LT Warren Carr Littlefield of the Class of 1950, who died a soldier’s death from a soldier’s blow on the battlefields of Korea with the 70th Tank Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division on 15 September 1950.  2nd LT Littlefield is one of the heroes of our nation’s efforts to stem the Communist aggression on the Korean peninsula that began in June of that year.

Sir, do you have any words to offer?

Colonel Herbert spoke with emotion about his classmate and noted that he also was wounded in Korea and survived while Warren Littlefield did not.  His statement, “And there but for the grace of god go I,” was emotionally compelling.  Colonel Herbert emphatically thanked ring recovery for their efforts to obtain and return this ring to the Class of 1950.

END OF PRESENTATION OF CLASS OF 1950 RING.

VIII. PRESENTATION OF THE CLASS OF 1920 RING.

Cadet Brandon Archuleta and Greg Gephardt, please step forward.

On 6 March, ring recovery was the successful high bidder in yet another eBay auction of a ring this time from the Class of 1920, which I will now offer for your inspection.

This is a Tiffany ring with notable wear and damage to its bezel.  The ring is not identified in any way that would allow us to hazard even a guess at who its owner might have been.  Nevertheless, its wear indicates that it was worn for many years and it is thus unlikely to be a “vendor’s sample.”

Given the shuffling of classes that took place during WWI, there is small speculation that this ring could have been worn by a person who actually graduated earlier than 1920.  Nevertheless, if it was worn by a member of that class:

· He was a classmate of such distinguished persons as General Lyman Lemnitzer, who served until 1969.

· He was a classmate of Earl Henry Blaik whose name needs no further elaboration.

· This unknown graduate was a cadet during the period that began on 12 June 1919 and ended on 30 June 1922.  Brigadier General Douglas MacArthur was then the Superintendent of the Military Academy.

Ring recovery has an outstanding “home” for this ring.  It’s gold, the gold of the Class of 1920, will join the gold of the classes of the years in the future beginning with the Class of 2006.  Cadet Archuleta is a member of the Class of 2006 and he will receive this ring from ring recovery and, in turn, deliver it to the Class Ring Memorial Program.

Gentlemen do you have any words to offer?

Cadet Archuleta then spoke on behalf of the Class of 2006.  This class will be the principle, but not the only, beneficiary of the entrance of this ring into the Class Ring Memorial Program.  He extended the thanks of the class to ring recovery for its work to recover and make this ring available for this purpose.

END OF PRESENTATION OF CLASS OF 1920 RING.

Finally, I extend my thanks for the opportunity to be here which has been an honor, a privilege and a pleasure and which would not have been possible without the support of Tony and Linda and Cadets Cousineau, Archuleta and Gephardt.  Ring recovery is ever so grateful.

Tony, do you have any final works, please?

Tony spoke on behalf of AOG and all to extend their appreciation for the opportunity to participate in the return of these rings to the “homes” and he extend great appreciation to ring recovery for the work done to recover them.

