A-Day Notes

May 11, 2009
A-Day Walking Privileges

It is very likely Plebe "walking privileges" will extend to parent hotel rooms this year.  Be alert to that development, review the handout your Plebe will receive and its requirements. Do not assume anything!

Monday after A-Day

First, it is very important that your New Cadet is prepared for the first day of class assignments, insist they bring the appropriate classroom work and spend the time spread out over the weekend or by returning early on Sunday (this will not be easy for any of you but it must be done).
Second, be mindful that security checkpoints will slow your entry, so include some lagniappe! This is particularly so for return times.  If "walking privileges" include hotel visits (a major change by the Administration) and there are problems with Plebes being late then future Classes will be denied this privilege. So don’t be late!
A-Day Information

A Day starts with getting out and on to West Point around 7:00 AM a quick drive through McDonalds and then into the line to get into West Point and through security. Then parking the car and finding your spot at the Plain. If your cadet is in A Company they you would sit in A section and so on until F Company which would be at the other end. Location is from the standing point, if you are at the bleachers looking out at the Plain. Far left is the A section and far right is the F section. Make sure you have a prearranged meeting place after the parade with your cadet also. Then you have the rest of the day with your Plebe Cadet. They will know when to be back by in the evening. 
Remember there will be a long line of cars to get back into West Point so plan accordingly. 

Sunday morning they will be able to leave early (say 5:30AM) you will need to check the current information given you regarding A Day for the exact time. Your Plebe Cadet will know whey he/she can leave. They will have all day to be with you. Again, make sure you have a prearranged meeting place to pick them up at. They will also have class assignments to be done before class on Monday morning so getting back to start on them is a good thing. It is a good idea to get them back around 5:00 PM.
What to Bring:

Between March Back and A Day, the New Cadets will be issued their computer and have a land line phone in their rooms.  They will be able to communicate with you about what they need and can have (companies vary a bit on what they permit Plebes to have/use).

During Re-org Week most will visit the Cadet Store (C Store) with their Team Leader (Yearling) to make some initial purchases like cleaning supplies. They may also go to the Cadet Bookstore in Thayer Hall to purchase school supplies.

On A Day Weekend, something most Plebes and parents do is hit the Post Exchange located up by the Stony Lonesome Gate.  The Exchange will be fully stocked with boodle boxes in various sizes, school supplies, fans, etc. 

From experience, the items we brought to A Day from home: home baked food (cookies, brownies), new underwear and sports underwear, a set of cool weather clothing for Thanksgiving travel.

Items we helped purchase while at West Point for A Day: boodle, boodle box, a pillow, a small room fan, cleaning supplies, back-up printer cartridge, personal hygiene items, a shower basket, white crew socks.

Your New Cadet may want a variation of that list . just depends on what they may have already taken care of themselves or are sharing with roommates, etc.

Best advice is to plan to take homemade goodies but wait to see what your son/daughter specifically needs before making any purchases. 

You can also call and have a gift certificate or account for your New Cadet at the Cadet Store (845-938-2121) via your credit card, so that when they go to shop they will be able to buy their needs.

Cadet Bookstore in Thayer Hall 845-938-5193 (school supplies) they issue a gift certificate via an email to let the cadet they have one.

I also signed up for the Plebe-Net. I receive many emails which helped me throughout the year to know what other parents were going through and the answers to many questions. It gave us the peace of knowing our New Cadet was in great hands and who, what, when, were, and why. I would highly recommend it.  The website address for Plebe-Net is:  http://www.west-point.org/parent/plebe-net/ after reading the rules & discussion click on “Subscribe Now” to subscribe to the list.
Access to St Louis West Point Parent Club Web Page

Visit http://www.west-point.org/ then on your left click on West Point Parent Clubs, then click on MO WPPC of Saint Louis Area for our web site.
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