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Handbook for Cow/Firstie Parents

Compliments of the West Point Parents' Club of Long Island

CLASS OF 2001

The West Point Parent’s Club of Long Island Disclaimer

... The material in this publication is “FYI” only, is as accurate as possible and includes the latest information the club had at the time of publication.  Please be aware that with the Army, procedures and things often change without notice.

Always try to verify everything before acting on any advice.  Your cadet should be your best source of information.
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Well, here we are parents of Cows and Firsties!  In the near future, we will be the proud parents of 2nd Lieutenants.  Wasn’t it only yesterday that we wished our starting Plebes a good start?  Those same children, who worked so hard to get into West Point, are now working just as hard to get out.  They have learned so much, grown in a million ways, and matured into wonderful young men and women.

The West Point Parents' Club of Long Island hopes that this handbook will serve as a guide throughout your cadet’s last 2 years at West Point.  You will notice there is a special focus on the Firstie year and the numerous activities, events and must do’s.  Often parents have more questions during this year than during the second and third years put together.  Newsletters, list servers, and monthly meetings will keep you posted on upcoming events and schedule changes, but the following pages should give you a brief insight of what to expect in one compact document.

It is never too soon to start planning for graduation.  Often the cadets have too many other things to think about and it is left up to us to make the arrangements.  This handbook is designed to give you an idea of what you should be aware of as the year progresses.  You should receive graduation information from West Point in late February, but we are including a copy of last year's information so that you know what to expect.  Have your cadet obtain a schedule of graduation week activities (available in early spring), so that your family can plan ahead.  The Academy usually sends these to parents the first week of April.  As graduation time draws near, anxiety and emotion can run high.  Plan so that you can sit back and enjoy this experience.  When your cadet steps out of ranks to receive the final salute from the Corps at the graduation parade, give yourself a pat on the back for also making it through four years at the Academy.

Special Cadet Activities-Cow/Firstie Years 

Cow Affirmation Oath

Sunday evening of Acceptance Weekend (mid August)

500th Night Weekend

This year’s 500th night was Jan. 26-28, 2001.

Typically, Cadet and date weekend.
Ring Weekend 

Last year’s Ring Weekend was Aug. 25-27, 2000. 

Typically, Cadet and date weekend.

100th Night Weekend

This year’s 100th Night was March 2-3, 2001.

Typically, Cadet and date weekend.
Graduation Week

Graduation Day for the Class of 2001 is June 2, 2001.

COW YEAR

Cow Affirmation Oath

The Cow Affirmation Oath is an important new West Point tradition, which takes place on the Sunday evening following Acceptance Weekend.  The ceremony begins with the President of the Class welcoming his/her classmates, followed by the Invocation, then the Dean's Remarks, followed by a Guest Speaker.  Next, the BTO leads the class in the re-affirmation Oath, binding them spiritually and legally to their commitment to the Profession of Arms.  This was followed by a short, but powerful speech by the Commandant congratulating the class.  There were a lot of congratulations all around and the few parents in attendance had the unexpected opportunity to take pictures of many cadets we have become close to over the past 2 years. 

After taking the oath and attending the first class on Monday morning, the cadet is personally responsible for the USMA education and 5 year commitment.  Until this time, a cadet may voluntarily leave West Point without any financial or service liability.

Goat/Engineer Game
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One of the numerous Army Navy Week traditions and activities is the Goat/Engineer game.  This game is played on the Thursday night prior to Army/Navy after dinner.  The goats (players ranked in the bottom ½ of the class) play the engineers (players ranked in the top ½ of the class) in a hard-hitting football game.  This past year was a defensive struggle won by the goats.  The goats team was almost entirely comprised of former Army football players and had a significant size advantage.  However, the game was very competitive and spirited.  A Ranger demonstration and a bond fire/pep rally followed the game.  

This is another must see if you have the chance during the 4 years.

500th Night Weekend

The occasion that marks the 500th night before graduation prompts a January weekend of festivities for cows or juniors.  This milestone in a cadet’s schooling is typically celebrated with a Saturday night banquet, followed by a formal dance.  This year’s 500th night was Jan. 26-28, 2001.  Some of the cadets have extended this weekend by including a Friday night in NYC, and a Broadway show on Saturday, before the formal and post formal parties.

Typically, Cadet and date weekend.

Cow Loan

In recognition of some of the significant expenses that Cadets face during their final 2 years at West Point, a Cow Loan is made available.  The Cow’s receive their loans in the early spring prior to having to pay for their class rings.  It also provides the money necessary to handle many of the expenses they will face during their Firstie year.  This extremely low interest loan is repaid in 60 payments automatically deducted from their salary during their 5-year commitment.  The Class of 2002 received $24,000 at a 1% interest rate.

Ring Selection

Cows make their ring selections usually during February.  Rings can range tremendously in prices depending on the type of ring and stone your cadet may choose.

West Point Professional Writing Exam (WPPWE)

During their 2nd year, all Cows must take an English course, which culminates in a 3 hour written exam.  Many cadets will not pass this on the first or even subsequent attempts.  They have up to 4 chances during their Cow and Firstie years to receive a “GO” (pass).  Failure to pass the test can result in the cadet being separated from USMA.

Cow/Firstie Summers

During the summer of their Cow and Firstie years, your cadet will be involved in some capacity in a Cadet Troop Leadership Training program, as well as other special schools or assignments.  Three activities must be scheduled during the Second and First Class summers: a baseline detail, Individual Advanced Development (IAD) and leave.  Scheduling of the baseline detail takes precedence.

BASELINE DETAIL

Examples of baseline details include Cadet Basic Training (CBT), Cadet Field Training (CFT), Cadet Troop Leader Training (CTLT), Drill Cadet Leader Training (DCLT) or Summer Garrison Regiment (SGR).  In conjunction with the cadet, the Tactical Officer selects the assignment which best supports the individual's leadership development.

INDIVIDUAL ADVANCED DEVELOPMENT

IAD's support individual cadet desires and preparation for service.  Cadets may choose from IAD’s that enhance their military, physical or academic program.  Military IAD's may send cadets to military schools such as airborne, air assault or SCUBA school.  Physical IAD's may include learning mountaineering or training at the US Olympic Team Training Center.  Academic IAD's can send cadets to internship in Congress, to major Defense Department Labs or on battlefield tours.  Cadets may select their IAD each summer; however, all cadets must participate in a least one military IAD as a Second or First Class cadet.

LEAVE

The goal is to orchestrate summer requirements so that each cadet receives 14 days of leave time.  Some will get more.  Others may get slightly less, depending on the start/stop dates of detail and IAD activities.  Under no circumstances, however, should a cadet be required to forfeit leave for the sake of IAD.

In scheduling the above, no early excusals will be allowed from Graduation Week activities and no late excusals will be allowed for Reorganization Week activities.  Likewise, cadets will not be allowed to report late to or depart early from baseline detail assignments.

Cadet Troop Leader Training/Drill Cadet Leader Training (CTLT/DCLT) Programs at the United States Military Academy to participating Unit Commanders and Noncommissioned Officers.

DCLT 

The primary objective of the DCLT Program is to provide cadets with a working knowledge of the leadership responsibilities and working conditions of a Noncommissioned Officer in an U.S. Army Training Center.

CTLT

The primary objective of CTLT is to provide cadets with a realistic leadership experience while performing duties normally given newly assigned second lieutenants in the active Army.  This is accomplished by assigning each cadet to a junior officer troop leadership position within an active Army unit, preferably as a platoon leader.

MIAD - Military Individual Advanced Development Program

The purpose of Military Individual Advanced Development (MIAD) training is to provide each West Point cadet with a motivational and confidence building experience.  In addition to this primary goal, MIAD provides each cadet an opportunity to learn a usable military skill, observe the military in a training environment, and develop leadership skills.  The two primary MIAD’s are Air Assault and Airborne, which are explained.  The others are Combat Divers Qualification Course, Combat Maneuver Training Center, Joint Readiness Training Center, Naval Diving and Salvage Training Course, Northern Warfare Training Center, Sapper Leader Course and Sandhurst.

Air Assault  

Cadets will participate in Air Assault Training at one of two locations, Camp Smith, NY and Ft. Campbell, KY.  Training sites will be decided on cadet’s baseline assignments.  The course length is eleven days and is taught in three phases.

Phase I - Combat Assault: During this phase, the soldier will learn the technical information and skills for conducting and controlling Air Assault.

Phase II - Slingload Operations: During this phase, the soldier will learn the technical information necessary to perform rigging and slingload operations. 

Phase III – Rappelling: During this phase, the soldier will learn to tie basic knots, rappel seats and to rappel from a tower and a helicopter.

Airborne School

Selected cadets will participate in Airborne School, Fort Benning, Georgia.

Additional courses available are Combat Divers Qualification Course, Combat Maneuver Training Center, Joint Readiness Training Center, Naval Diving and Salvage Training Course, Northern Warfare Training Center, Sapper Leader Course and Sandhurst. 

Firstie Year

RING WEEKEND
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The first major event of Firstie year is Ring Weekend - generally held the last weekend in August.  Some cadets may want to invite their parents for this; others may prefer to have just their boy or girlfriends.  <Due to our proximity to West Point, you have the opportunity to attend the ceremony without intruding upon your cadet’s plans.  >  The festivities begin on Friday night in the open-air concert area of Trophy Point with a private ceremony for Firsties only; this is when they receive their coveted rings.  After the ceremony, the Firsties go to “the area,” and other locations, where the Plebes will admire their new rings and greet them with the “Ring Poop”.  Dropping to one knee, the Plebes will chant:

“Oh my God, sir/madam!

What a beautiful ring!

What a crass mass of brass and glass!

What a bold mold of rolled gold!

See how it sparkles and shines!

It must have cost you a fortune!

May I touch it please, sir/madam”
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After that, the Firsties are free to spend the weekend with you and their dates. 

On Saturday, there are various open houses, followed by a formal dinner and ball.  Women should wear long gowns or cocktail dresses, for men, dark business suits are in order.  Cadets will be attired in their India whites.  All Firsties have the option of having their pictures taken inside a 9-foot, 500 lb. replica of their class ring.  The lines for this are extremely long, so take your camera to the ball at Eisenhower Hall and get your own.


Ring Weekend Dates:


Class of 2001:
August 25, 2000


Class of 2002:
August 24, 2001

HISTORY OF THE WEST POINT RING

As far as records show, the U.S. Military Academy was the first school in this country to use rings as a class symbol, the tradition beginning with the Class of 1835.  With the exception of the Class of 1836, which chose not to have class rings, and the Class of 1879, which chose cuff links, each class has worn rings to symbolize their pride in West Point and each other.

Until 1969, the style of the rings was selected informally, but that year an organized meeting was held for deciding upon the design.  Thus began the Ring and Crest Committee, the members of which are chosen by each class during Cadet Basic Training.

After considering crest designs submitted by members of their class, the committee formally announces its choice during the Spring of Plebe year.  Each class ring must have incorporated within its design: an eagle, an American flag, an officer’s saber, a cadet saber, the class motto and year, and “USMA."

Since the Class of 1917, rings have borne a class crest on one side and the crest of the Academy on the other.  Although the design is uniform for any given class, the content of gold and type of stone is the choice of each individual cadet.  Legend has it that one cadet chose a small stone from “the area” to represent the many hours that he had spent there walking off demerits.
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A cadet who resigns or is separated from the Academy before graduation forfeits the right to wear the class ring.  It is customary until graduation for the ring to be worn so that the class crest is most easily seen by the wearer; after graduation, the ring is reversed so that the Academy crest is the one nearer the heart.

Each class since 1835 has chosen its own motto, traditionally in Latin on the earlier rings, although one was in French and one in Scottish.  Now the Motto is in English and usually rhymes with the year.

The West Point Memorial Class Ring

West Point invented the concept of the class ring in 1835, and we, her

graduates, have all experienced the thrill of 
finally earning the right to wear our own West 
Point class ring with pride ever since.  We all 
were proud to receive our ring, the symbol of 
membership in the Long Gray Line.  Perhaps we 
would have been even prouder had our new 
class rings included traces of the gold from rings 
of past graduates — some of whom served 
many years before we, our parents, or even our 
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grandparents were born.  Would not such a 
“Memorial Class Ring” be even more 
significant? 

Winged Warrior, 1868 

We, as graduates of West Point, should 
establish such a “Memorial Class Ring” 
program.  Basically, we need a program 
whereby graduates may bequeath (or 
graduates’ descendants may donate) West 
Point class rings for the specific purpose of 
incorporating the gold into the class rings of 
future graduates.  These graduates would then 
wear rings composed in part of gold from class 
rings worn by hundreds of West Pointers who 
since have joined the “ghostly assemblage.” 
The West Point Museum and the Cadet Library 
have a number of class rings that have been 
donated. Many others have been offered but 
have been declined because representative 
rings from a particular class already are 
contained in the collection. Still other rings have 
been found and turned in to the AOG, but no clue 
as to the possible owner can be found. Although 
the first priority must be to continue to retain and 
display a class ring from every class, it should 
be possible, with the consent of applicable 
heirs, for at least some of the rings held by the 
museum and library to be used in beginning this 
new program — perhaps a ring each from a 
graduate who served in the Mexican War, the 
Civil War, the Indian Wars, the Spanish 
American War, WWI and WWII, the Korean 
Conflict, Viet Nam, and later conflicts.

The program could be administered by the AOG 
and publicized to graduates and their heirs. A 
designated agent could be tasked to receive 
and safeguard the rings. Periodically, all of the 
old rings collected during a given period would 
be melted into a gold ingot. A portion of this 
“Memorial Gold” ingot then would be delivered 
to the manufacturer selected to make the rings 
for a given year and melted into the gold 
procured by the manufacturer. Because the 
Memorial Gold has intrinsic value as well as 
sentimental value, the monetary value of the 
Memorial Gold provided should be credited to 
the program and the rebate used to reduce the 
cost of today’s rings (about $1,000) and/or to 
produce mementos/plaques to be given to 
descendants who have contributed rings. The 
memento could contain a trace of that year’s 
Memorial Gold plus the stone from the 
graduate’s ring. It might be engraved “In memory 
of John Jones, USMA Class of XXXX, who 
donated (or whose children or spouse donated) 
his/her West Point class ring to become a part 
of the rings of future members of the Long Gray 
Line.  The following years would see additional 
rings collected, melted, and incorporated into 
the “Memorial Gold” ingot.

A running roster of the old rings used would be kept and presented to each cadet when he or she 
receives a class ring. The current roster could also 
be published in each Howitzer and a notation 
made in the Register of Graduates that a 
graduate’s ring has been donated to the memorial 
ring program and the date and means of donation. 
Because the “Memorial Gold” ingot always would 
be supplemented with gold from rings 
subsequently collected, the ingot would contain 
some of every ring ever donated. It makes no 
[image: image9.wmf]difference which manufacturer produces the class 
rings for a particular year, because some gold from 
the “Memorial Gold” ingot will be merged with the 
new gold of whatever jewelry company is selected 
for a particular year.

MacArthur’s ring, 1903

Hopefully, this program will make West Point class 
rings of the future even more meaningful than those 
of the past, because all the new rings will contain 
traces of the rings of West Pointers who have gone 
before.  There could be a time when West Point 
rings will be composed substantially, or entirely, of 
“Memorial Gold.”  West Point began the tradition of 
having class rings, so it is appropriate that we be 
the first to establish a program of “Memorial Class 
Rings.”

Donating a class ring to this program is purely 
voluntary on the part of a graduate or heir.  Stones 
from rings can be removed before donation to be 
[image: image10.wmf]kept by the graduate’s family and heirs, or it could 
be used as part of a memento as noted above. It is 
believed that donation of the ring to this program 
will mean more to most graduates than having their 
ring languish for years in the jewelry boxes of heirs, 
perhaps eventually to be lost forever.

Eisenhower’s   ring, 1915

[image: image11.wmf]       

Bradley’s  ring, 1915
The opinions of graduates are needed, as are the 
opinions of the present Corps of Cadets.  Are 
today’s cadets interested?  Will they maintain and 
support such a tradition? Graduates can let the 
AOG or their class president know if they support 
the concept. An informal poll of the Class of ’58 
indicated that just more than half are agreeable to 
including such a provision in their wills. About 40% 
said that they would leave the decision up to their 
wives/children. Several wish to be buried with their 
rings. It is interesting to note that several members 
of the class indicated that they would donate their 
fathers’ class rings, and several more indicated 
that they would probably donate their own.  Several 
graduates indicated that their wives would support 
a similar program with miniatures — wives could 
will their miniatures and the gold would be used in 
the same way to be part of the miniatures of future 
wives. There are no indications that any graduate 
objects to the program itself, although, of course, 
there are a number who do not choose to support it 
with their own rings.

[image: image12.wmf]It would be especially worthwhile to have the 
program in effect in time for the Bicentennial Class 
of ’02 to be the first class to receive Memorial 
Class Rings.

Red Shield,  May 1961

Editor’s Note: The Class of 1835 adopted the first

“West Point ring,” none of which are known to remain in 
existence.  All that remains is an impression of the crest 
in sealing wax.  From this, we may determine that the 
stone was oval and the crest included the class motto, 
“Amicus Periculique Foedus (Danger Brings Forth 
Friendship)” and the class year, 1835.  The first extant 
ring is from the Class of 1837 — a simple, 19th Century 
gentleman’s “pinkie ring” bearing a design with a sword 
piercing a book, attributed to the French philosopher 
Voltaire.

ARMY UNIFORMS - BLUES AND GREENS

In September, the Firsties have an opportunity to order their Army uniforms.  The blue uniform is the “Dress Mess” for formal occasions.  The green uniform is considered the “Class A.” <Note: Currently rumors that the “Class A” (greens) may revert to khakis>.  If the cadet elects to choose one of the tailors, such as Haas or Jacob and Sons, the cost of both uniforms will total approximately $900, but the work is excellent and usually includes lifetime tailoring.  The blue and green uniforms are also available through the Post Exchange for about $500.  The lower cost, we are told, reflects garments of somewhat lesser workmanship with no fitting included; the cost of alterations would be the responsibility of the cadet.

[image: image13.wmf]Please note that the parents of many former graduates have indicated that their cadets were very glad that they spent the extra $$$ to obtain the tailored uniforms.  Those who opted for the PX models faced stock shortages and fitting woes.  Also, consider that Dress Mess is used frequently (all formal occasions) and  “Class A” is rarely used.  This is also a good time to consider ordering extra pairs of BDU’s depending on post location (winter or summer weight).

Firstie Portrait

The time has come to start thinking about your cadet's Firstie Photo.

Your cadet needs to make an appointment at Academy Photo for the sitting.

Traditionally, your cadet is in full dress gray over either white or gray,

tarbucket in hand along with cadet sword and red sash.  Remind your cadet to have the proofs sent home (so that Mom and Dad can pick out their

favorites).  Retakes are available if you are not happy with the portraits and

prices vary according to the package you choose.  By having the pictures done early enough you will be sure to have them ready in time for graduation.  A nice idea is to send a wallet size photo included with your cadet's graduation invitation or announcements.

Academy Photo

PO Box 102

West Point, NY 11996

845-938-3448

www.academyphoto.com
BRANCH SELECTION

Throughout the first three years at the Academy, each cadet receives information from branch representatives and faculty members as to the merits of each branch and the particular talents required.  By the end of October, a Firstie must select a branch.  The Branch Notification Ceremony presently takes place the third week of January.  The Firstie makes post selection in February, except Aviation candidates who do not select posts until they have completed their Aviation training at Ft. Rucker, AL.

After much anticipation, the cadets of the graduating class receive their

Army branch assignments, which will spell out the futures of the soon-to-be

USMA graduates for at least the next five years.  Traditionally, the majority of

the class receives its first choice from among the many branches offered to

the grads for their service obligation.  A grad may choose from among a

variety of combat arms and combat support service fields.  The most popular

choice by far, (and the one for which there are the most "slots"), is the

Army's main combat branch, that of the "foot soldier," more traditionally

known as the Infantry. Other popular branches include  Air Defense

Artillery, Armor, Aviation, Engineers, and rounding out the combat arms

choices, Field Artillery.

In the fields of combat support and combat supply support, there is also a

wide array from which to choose: Adjutant General Corps, Chemical Corps,

Finance Corps, Medical Service Corps, Military Intelligence, Military

Police, Ordnance, Quartermaster, Signal Corps and Transportation Corps.

There is an additional branch, which no cadet can elect to enter directly

after graduation- Special Forces ("The Green Berets") requires additional

training and experience before one can apply for service in that branch.

Typically, on this very special milestone night, members of the graduating

class assemble in Ike Hall, and with traditional West Point fanfare, as

one, they ceremoniously open the envelopes that contain their branch

insignia that reveal how, in only a few months from then, these young

soldiers will begin their Army careers.  A soldier's branch of service is

dear to his heart, for it spells out the special skills and duties to which

the new officer will dedicate him- or herself for at least the next five

years.

Traditionally, almost all the cadets get their "first choice."  For a few,

there may be a measure of disappointment.  Not that there's little to select

from.  Each has a wide range of choice among a variety of combat arms and

combat service and/or support organizations that collectively comprise the

greatest fighting outfit on the face of the earth- the Army of the United

States of America.

From the AG (Adjutant General Corps) to "Transpo" (Transportation), there

is something for everyone.  For your information, below are described most

of the Army branches shown along with their respective insignia:

 (ADA)  Air Defense Artillery

[image: image14.wmf]ADA is an outgrowth of Field Artillery branch.  This branch is trained in use of weapons that provide protection against attack from the air.  The Persian Gulf War highlighted the use of the Patriot Missile System which is operated by members of the ADA branch.

 (AG)  Adjutant General's Corps

[image: image15.wmf]The AG Department was established by the act of 13 March, 1813, and redesignated the Adjutant General's Corps in 1950.  Today, the AG is the branch responsible for providing education, development, and training and resettlement services, thus contributing to the operational efficiency of the Army.  The branch is charged with improving the efficiency, effectiveness and morale of the Army.  Its insignia is the red, white, and blue stars and stripes shield.

 (AR)  Armor
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This branch traces its origin to the U.S. Cavalry.  A regiment of

cavalry was authorized to be raised by the Continental Congress Resolve of

December 12, 1776.  The tank service was formed on March 5, 1918.  The

Armored Force was formed on July 10, 1940 and Armor became a permanent

branch of the Army in 1950.  Armor training is conducted at Ft. Knox, KY.

The "new cavalry" has been effectively instrumental for the U.S. in

fighting wars since WWI right up to and including the Persian Gulf War.

Armored units are currently deployed in Kosovo and other world locales

today.

(AV)  Aviation
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Following the establishment of the U.S. Air Force as a separate service in 1947, the Army began to develop its own aviation assets (light fixed-wing planes and rotary wing aircraft) in support of ground operations.  The Korean War gave this drive impetus and it saw its fruition in the Vietnam War.  Aviation performs a variety of missions including reconnaissance, transport and evacuation, and fire support.  Aviation became a separate branch on April 12, 1983, and a full member of the combined arms team for the U.S. Army.  All of its pilots are trained at facilities at Ft. Rucker, AL.

 (CH)  Chemical Corps 
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With the rise of the use of chemical agents in warfare during WWI, the Chemical Warfare Service was established on June 28, 1918, combining activities that until then had been dispersed among five separate government agencies.  It became a permanent branch of the Regular Army by the National Defense Act of 1920.  In 1945, it was designated the Chemical Corps.

(EN)  Corps of Engineers 
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The Corps of Engineers was established on June 16, 1775, when by Continental Congressional Authority, a Chief Engineer for the Army was appointed.  A Corps of Engineers for the United States was authorized by Congress on 11 March, 1779.  The Corps as it is known today came into being on March 16, 1802, when President Thomas Jefferson was authorized to "organize and establish a Corps of Engineers... that the said Corps... shall be stationed at West Point in the State of New York and shall constitute a Military Academy."  A Corps of Topographical Engineers was merged with the Corps of Engineers in March, 1963.  Since its inception, the Corps has been responsible for some of the greatest civil engineering feats in the world, building many of the dams, bridges, canals, tunnels and highways that we use even today.  Army Engineers are charged with combat ops support in such areas as mobility, countermobility, survivability, sustainment and topographic engineering, and ground combat (as infantry).  Their insignia is the familiar castle whose design all academy visitors should recognize whenever they pass by Pershing Barracks on the Thayer Walk Area.

(FA)  Field Artillery "Go Big Guns!" 

[image: image20.png]


The Field Artillery branch was established on November 17, 1775, when the Continental Congress unanimously elected Henry Knox "Colonel of the Regiment of Artillery." The regiment formally entered service on 1 January, 1776. Its insignia is the crossed cannon. FA is a combat arms branch whose mission is "to destroy, neutralize or suppress the enemy by cannon, rocket, or missile fires and to integrate all fires into combined arms operations." Training for its new officers is conducted at Ft. Sill, OK.

(FI)  Finance Corps 
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The Finance Corps is the successor to the old pay department which was created in June, 1775. The Finance department was created by law on July 1, 1920, and became the Finance Corps in 1950. Among the many of its responsibilities is managing the astronomical payroll of all Army service members, including the Corps of Cadets.  
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(IN)  Infantry 

On 14 June, 1775, ten companies of riflemen were authorized by a resolution of the Continental Congress.  The oldest regular Army infantry regiment, the 3rd, was constituted on 3 June, 1784, as the new nation's First American Regiment.  The infantry is of course the backbone of any army; it is comprised of the footsoldiers who must always fight on the front wherever battlelines are drawn.  Evolving from those first "minuteman militias" of the Revolution to the best trained fighting men in the world today, to "go infantry" is the true and valiant call to arms of many graduates of the United States Military Academy.  The infantry insignia is the easily recognizable crossed rifles.  All new second lieutenants who select this branch receive their OBC at Ft. Benning, GA.

(MI)  Military Intelligence 
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On 1 July, 1962, by General Orders No. 38, an Intelligence and Security branch of the Army was established to meet its requirement for national and tactical intelligence.  On 1 July, 1967, the branch was redesignated as Military Intelligence.  Army Intelligence performs a wide range of tactical and intelligence services in the interests of national security both during periods of peace and war.  The need to discover in advance the enemy's tactics and plans and uncover both its strengths and weaknesses have always been an important advantage to our army's generals dating back to Washington and the Revolutionary War.  The insignia of MI is a compass rose. The MI OBC  is  conducted in Arizona.

(MP)  Military Police 
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A Provost Marshal General's Office and Military Police Corps were established in 1941. Prior to that time, except during the Civil War and WWI, there was  no regularly appointed PMG or regularly constituted MP Corps, although a Provost Marshal can be found as early as January, 1776, and a Provost Corps as early as 1778. The MPC is charged with protecting and providing security for every U.S. Army installation, post and camp in the world.

(OR)  Ordnance  
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An Ordnance Department was established by Act of Congress on May 14, 1812.  During the Revolutionary War, ordnance material was under  Supervision of the Board of War and Ordnance. It acquired its present designation in 1950.  The Ordnance Corps oversees the provision of the wide

range of armaments, ammunition and matériel for the Army. Its insignia, the

lit-fused bomb, is highly recognizable.

(QM)  Quartermaster Corps 
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The Quartermaster Corps was originally designated as the Quartermaster Department on June 16, 1775.  It has the "U.S. Army's Provisioner" as their service branch's motto. The "QM" is the literal lifeline of the Army, responsible for supplying and equipping its soldiers with everything from their BDU's (Battle Dress Uniforms) to their underwear.  Virtually every element of field and personal supply passes through the QM to the soldier on the battlefield, including clothing, personal hygiene materials, ammunition, food rations, fuel, and medical items. The importance of the role of the Quartermaster is perhaps best summed up in these terms: "The Key to the Battlefield and Sustainer of Armies."

(SC)  Signal Corps 
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The Signal Corps was authorized by Act of Congress on May 3, 1863. However, it dates its existence from June 21, 1860, when Congress authorized the appointment of one signal officer in the Army, and a War

department order carried the following assignment: "Signal Department-

Asst. Surgeon Albert J. Myer to be Signal Officer, with the rank of Major,

June 27, 1860, to fill an original vacancy."  The Signal Corps has come a

long way from flags and mirrors to alert its side to enemy movements. Now,

highly sensitive and accurate electronic devices and state-of-the art communications are keeping careful watch on the movements of those who

threaten our national security.

(TR)  Transportation 
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This branch is responsible for getting the Army to the battlefield in the safest and most expeditious manner possible.  Rapid troop deployment falls squarely in its lap.  This Corps has continually proved itself in virtual every armed conflict (and many humanitarian efforts as well)- witness such "ops" as Desert Storm, among others.  Whether by land, rail, or sea, it is the task of Transportation to get the Army where it has to be.  "Transpo" officers receive tactical and logistical training during TOBC (Transportation Officer Basic Course) which will culminate in an FTX (Field Training Exercise) with students serving in leadership positions of a typical truck company.  The Transpo Corps was created on July 31, 1942, although it can trace its historical background to WWI.  Prior to that time, transportation fell under the operations of the Quartermaster General. 

This chart gives you an idea of the Class of 2000 statistics as it relates to the branch assignments and relative class rank.

Class of 2000-Branch Statistics













Class Rank

Branch

Maximum

Assigned

(1st / Last)

ADA

70

55

153 / 960

AG

22

22

133 / 856

AR

110

110

3 / 739

AV

123

112

9 / 937

CH

17

2

660 / 670

EN

124

100

15 / 953

FA

170

160

19 / 962

FI

12

12

6 / 698

IN

178

161

1 / 959

MI

56

56

7 / 604

MP

25

21

5 / 895

OR

26

14

196 / 961

QM

23

23

78 / 940

SC

90

50

60 / 910

TR

23

23

77 / 756

100th NIGHT

This event is celebrated by the cadets in late February/early March and commemorates the mere 100 days remaining until graduation.  It permits the Firsties to reflect upon their four years at the Academy.

The celebration begins on Friday night with the 100th Night Show at Ike Hall.  The 100th Night Show - written, directed, acted, and produced by the Firsties - has its traditions dating back to the late 19th century.  It has evolved from a series of short skits to a full-length musical comedy, and depicts their years at the Academy.  The show presented on Friday night is open only to Firsties and their guests.  As with Ring Weekend, 100th Night is more cadet oriented, although many parents do attend.

Saturday is free during the day.  In the evening, a formal banquet is held in Washington Hall for Firsties and their guests.  This is followed by a formal ball; cadets will be wearing their full-dress uniforms.  Dark suits for men and dressy attire for women would be appropriate.  While the ball is in progress, the 100th Night Show is presented once again and is open to the public and to the underclass cadets.

For those parents who wish to attend 100th Night, do not expect your cadet to stay with you the entire weekend.  Cadets may want to be with their fellow cadets.  It is slowly sinking into their heads and hearts that their Academy experience will soon end. 

WHERE TO STAY DURING GRAD WEEK

By now, most of you should have your hotel or motel reservations made for Graduation Week.  If not, we suggest that you start checking with your favorite hotel/motel now to find what its graduation stay requirements are.  Some hotels and motels will take reservations several years in advance; some will not take any reservations for the current year until 8:00 AM on January 1.  Most motels will have a 3 or 4 day minimum stay, so check with your favorites now and see what regulations they have.  It is never too early to make your reservations.  At the last minute, there is usually no problem finding accommodations in areas such as Suffern, provided you do not mind a 25-minute commute.  Just pack everything that you will need for each day.  On the Friday of the parade, there is ample time to get back to your motel, shower, and change into formal clothes for the banquet at 7:30 PM.

There is finally a new hotel opening soon (spring, 2001) in Ft. Montgomery.  This is a Holiday Inn Express and reservations can be made either online or by calling Holiday Inn.

GRAD WEEK INFORMATION

Very early in the spring of the Firstie year, your cadet will have the opportunity to order graduation invitations and/or announcements.  (Be careful: some people interpret these announcements as invitations.)  At the same time, they order “Thank You” notes and cards labeled “2nd Lt.” (similar to a business card).  You may want to assist your cadet with the names and addresses of some family members that need to be included.  In addition, the Academy will mail you a Graduation Week Schedule.  You will see that there are activities during the entire week before Graduation.  Some parents do attend for the whole week, and some come for just Friday and Saturday or a long weekend.  The various attractions include academic open houses, Glee Club / USMA Band / organ concert, awards ceremonies, USMA bookstore, Cadet Parachute Team demo, Cadet Drill Team, museum, Tower Suite restoration, and much more.  If your cadet should be receiving awards, these ceremonies are held Tuesday PM (athletics), Thursday PM (department - academics), and Friday AM (stars, wreaths, etc.).  Consult the attached “Graduation Week Schedule” from the class of 1996 for a sample of events.  Regardless of how much time you choose to spend there, you will want to arrive no later than noon on Friday for the big parade.  There is also an awards parade on Thursday prior to the Friday graduation parade around 11 AM which includes a terrific demonstration by the Black Knights, the Army Parachuting Team.  
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During Grad Week, be sure to take advantage of the Firstie Club.  Prices are reasonable and the Club is open to the families of graduating cadets for lunch and dinner.  

Be sure to stop by the Highland Falls liquor store to purchase a bottle of the Class of 2001 Wine (approximately $15.00).

Your flower needs can be met by the flower store in Highland Falls.

Graber's Florist 
292 Main Street, 
Highland Falls, NY 10928 
845-446-2955 

Budding Boutique (Flowers etc) 
PO Box 978 
Fort Montgomery, NY 10922 


GRAD WEEK ESSENTIAL TIPS

· A medium sized cooler filled with “cold” bottled water, orange juice or any soft drink to have available during the ceremony.

· A tote bag filled with snacks, ex: bagels, muffins or doughnuts.  Be sure to bring napkins and paper cups.

· Bring a towel to wipe down the bleachers if it has rained the night before.

· It is VERY IMPORTANT to be at the stadium at least two hours before the cadets’ march-on.

· Bring extra rolls of film, including batteries.  The stadium sells film but not batteries.

· Organization is the key to a successful graduation experience.  Try to have your plans worked out ahead of time and you will enjoy graduation.

· It cannot be over stressed how important it is to be early for all the events and activities during graduation week.

· If you have lots of family or friends coming for Graduation, distribute an agenda, map and meeting places and times.  Let them be on their own, so you do not miss anything.
· Your cadet really may not want to give the grand tour of WP to all the family members...so try to keep it simple for your cadet’s sake.  Most cadets are still in the process of packing those last minute things so they do not need any extra pressure.

· Keep tissues handy at all times...it is an emotional time and you will find a few tears flowing during the week.

· BE FLEXIBLE with your plans...remember your cadet is graduating and is in the process of saying goodbye to their friends.  Your cadet needs to be able to have some time of his/her own to do what he/she needs to do.

· Ask your cadet what their schedule is, so you can plan to attend graduate rehearsal if you choose to.  It’s a great opportunity to see where you cadet is going to be seated and to know when his company marches in.  The same goes for the graduate parade rehearsal.

· By knowing your cadet’s schedule, you can arrive early enough on graduation day to see your cadet’s final march with his class around the reservoir to Howse Field (the staging area prior to the cadets graduation).

· Wear comfortable walking shoes...you will be doing plenty of that.  

· Wear sunscreen...you will burn otherwise!  Hats are a great idea!

· Plan to meet your cadet at a specified spot after the ceremony is over.  A designated yard line on the football field was a good choice for us.  Make sure you are very specific as to where you will meet  (for example- the 25-yard line on the south side of the stadium).

· If you are meeting family and friends for graduate week, cell phones are very helpful to keep in touch.

ENJOY THE DAY!  It is one of the most emotional and proudest days of your life - a day unmatched by any other day.

SUPERINTENDENT’S RECEPTION

Each Regiment has an opportunity to attend the Supe’s reception - usually 1st and 2nd Regiments on Wednesday afternoon and 3rd and 4th Regiment on Thursday afternoon.  Held at Quarters 100, in the garden area, the reception is an opportunity for cadets and parents to meet and mingle.  Dress is business casual (dresses/suits/jackets/ties) and although tents are put up for shade, this can be a very hot and sticky event - or cold and windy.

RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES

On Thursday evening, usually 7:30 PM, the Most Holy Trinity Church, Cadet Chapel and Jewish Chapel all hold Baccalaureate Services.  You must arrive early.  There is no view from the seats in the back.  If you have attended services with your cadet at West Point before or simply want to give thanks in this manner, services at the chapels are available at this time.  Those who have attended in the past tell us that these are very special and very moving ceremonies and are not to be missed.

GRADUATION PARADE

This is the final parade held specifically for this class of cadets.  They bid farewell to the corps with a final salute and are on their way.  Held on the Friday afternoon before graduation, usually at 2 PM, on the Plain.  If you intend on arriving that day, plan to be there before noon.  Do not try to drive on Post; go to Buffalo Soldier Field to park and take a shuttle; one runs every 20 minutes, but the lines will be long.  Plan to arrive early for all activities because seats fill quickly.  Although your cadet will probably be able to get you approximately 3 tickets in the reviewing stands for the parade, you will find that ‘squatters’ often infiltrate the bleachers and fill the seats; the stands will be very crowded.  For additional family members, there is ample standing room around the sides of the field.  Feel free to bring folding chairs and blankets.  Bring your camera. 

If the weather should be hot - water is a must!  There are no fountains on the Plain and you will be in direct sunlight for three hours!  Small plastic bottles work great.

After the parade, the Firsties join their parents and guests so it is important that you set up a meeting area with your cadet before the parade.
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<Suggest you meet your cadet at their Company Guidon on the plain in front of their Company.  This is also a great photo opportunity.  >
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By 2:45 PM, the parade will be history and you will have, hopefully, found your cadet.  There are some nice shade trees behind the reviewing stands; these provide a cool place to chat and take additional pictures.  Keep in mind that you will probably be hot and tired and will need to get back to your room to change for the banquet.  Remember that although this is a very special day for you, the regular community will be getting out of work and there will be traffic as they work their way home.  Leave extra time for driving back and forth.

GRADUATION BANQUET

This is a formal affair with long or cocktail dresses for the women and dark business suits for the men.  Usually each cadet is allowed to purchase 3 guest tickets for the banquet.  Some Firsties will only need 1 or 2 tickets and your cadet can ask around and pick up an additional ticket or two from others.  The Firstie can also purchase tickets for the overflow banquet at the Officers’ Club.  These are on a first come, first serve basis, as there are only 400 seats there.  The Academy in the past has arranged for family members who do not have tickets to the banquet to attend a satellite banquet at the West Point Club.  The tickets will be sold only to cadets and are limited to two (2) tickets per cadet.  The meal is the same as served in the Mess Hall and there is an audio hook-up so the speeches can be heard.  The Academy will make announcements (via e-mail) to let the Firsties know what arrangements can be made.  Make sure your Firstie is aware of what you need.

After the banquet, there is a formal reception and dance at Eisenhower Hall, usually from 9:00 PM to 1:00 AM.  This is a great time to meet with old friends and share memories.

GRADUATION CEREMONY
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Graduation takes place at Michie Stadium and is scheduled for 10 AM.  Under normal circumstances, Graduation is open to the public and the gates to Michie Stadium open at 7:00 AM and it is not unusual for lines to begin at 8:30 AM.  Tickets for reserved seats are distributed to the cadets by Company during Grad Week and may be given out as late as the day before the ceremony.  Additionally, the ceremony is usually available for viewing in Christ Arena, Holleder Center, which may be an option for the less stalwart if the weather takes a turn for the worst.  The doors open at 8:30 AM.  Dress comfortably for the weather, in the past, the weather has been hot and humid.  The Visitor's Center is a good alternative for those not wishing to deal with the weather or the hike to Michie.  It is open, air-conditioned and the ceremony is televised on a big screen television.

Make sure to ask your cadet where he or she will be seated.  Cadets are usually grouped according to companies, and each is assigned to a specific seat of a certain row.  If you have a good pair of binoculars, you might even be able to find your cadet on the field.  For some reason, with 1,000 identical full-dress uniforms, they all tend to look rather similar.  All cadet’s names are announced individually when receiving their diploma.

After the customary opening remarks and presentations, the featured speaker will give the graduation address.  The ceremony is not elaborate, but is impressive and solemn in its tone and setting.  The members of the graduating class are about to assume the positions of responsibility for which they have worked so long and hard to achieve; their cadet careers are fast coming to an end as they await the presentation of their diplomas.  Usually several dozen distinguished cadets receive their diplomas first, then the rest come forward in a specified order.  After all of the diplomas are presented, the Superintendent gives the Commissioning Oath to the graduates.  The First Captain then announces, “Class Dismissed,” and the graduates toss their white caps high into the air.

While the diplomas are being presented, many children will gather on the field eagerly awaiting the traditional “Hat Toss" in which there is a scramble for a white treasure.  All cadets have their names inside their hats and some will even write a special note to lucky, anonymous recipient.  If you are taking along children to the graduation it may be wise not to get them too excited about “getting a hat” as there are age and size range restrictions: teenagers are too old and toddlers are too small.  All children must be as tall as the wooden cadet positioned at the location where they are told to meet.  Listen to the announcements made prior to the ceremony for instructions.

NOTE: If the President of the United States happens to be the speaker, be aware that security will be very tight.  You will have to walk through a metal detector, have your handbag (and any other bag) searched, and have your camera examined.  Because of all of this extra processing time just to get inside the stadium, you may want to arrive much earlier than 8:30 AM.  The entire area will be crawling with Secret Service men and women and there will be sharpshooters in high places.  Some of the reserved seat assignments will be changed for “security reasons.”  Even after you are actually inside the stadium, if you stray outside of the security perimeter (perhaps looking for a restroom), you will have to pass inspection a second time.
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Final Note: Many parents have reported that because this can be a very hectic and emotional day it is suggested that you order a Graduation Video when they are offered so that you will have a lasting memory of this day.  The version of the video you receive will be tailored to your cadet’s Company as they receive their diplomas.

FOR THE PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED

Your cadet must make special arrangements for any handicapped members of the family, and this must be done well ahead of time with their TAC.  Special handicap parking passes (in a color different from the regular graduation pass) will be issued although the Military Police will honor the handicap plate issued by your state for special parking.  This may change from year to year so be sure that your cadet checks on this.  The shuttle service for handicapped persons can be a very slow process.  Make sure that your cadet has checked out arrangements for the handicapped and remember that a lot of the Academy is not handicap accessible.  It would be good planning to have an able-bodied family member responsible for helping the infirm members.

AFTER GRADUATION

It is a tradition for the new 2nd Lts. to give a silver dollar to the first enlisted person (from post, in this case) to salute him or her.  The silver dollar is generally uncirculated and of the current year although it has been known to be a tradition that a silver dollar be handed down through the Corps.  This is best purchased by YOU at HOME, where it will cost only $8, or $11 including box and tax.  In the area of the Academy, the same silver dollar can cost up to $25 because of the demand.  In 2001, 
the WPPC of Long Island will give a Certificate of Achievement and a Walking Liberty Silver Dollar to each member of the graduating class with the year of their graduation.  We also previously presented a flag, flown over the Capitol in honor of Branch Night, to each of the Firsties at the Holiday Ball.  Additional Walking Liberty coins (to commemorate all 4 years) are available to order from the Club.  

If you plan to attend the Thayer luncheon after graduation, you must have advance reservations - book far in advance.  The Thayer Hotel will send you a mailing about this.

TENT RENTAL AND CATERERS

It is possible to have your family celebration on the grounds of West Point but it is not a simple process and should be begun by February of the graduation year.

The initial contact is the Director of the Fields found in the Dept of Physical Ed.  The form he will send to you is the USMA Reg 210‑6.  Your cadet will need a sponsor to send this form through the system for approval.  This person could be his original sponsor, a professor, or TAC officer, for example.

Popular sites are South Dock and Buffalo Soldier Field.  By 3 PM on Saturday afternoon, the only people at Buffalo Soldier are the few families tenting so it is nothing like a football Saturday or other college graduations you may have attended where families linger for the day.  Tent companies can supply all you need including tables, chairs, linens, grills, china and flatware, or paper products.

TENT COMPANIES

Montgomery Hudson Valley Tent: 845-788-3175, 800-255-2698

Newburgh Classic Tent: 845-564-5858

Highland Champion: 845-691-8236

Orange County Rental: 845-342-5611 (Used by Club families on recommendation of caterer and they were happy with the service.)

CATERERS

Nicole’s: Rte 9W.  Highland Falls.  Cold buffet was excellent.  They deliver

Pamela's Traveling Feast.  Rte 9W.  Newburgh.  Sit down dinner was excellent.

Grand Union

Cadet Restaurant

CB Driscoll: Montgomery 845-457-1300

There were many restaurants and stores in the area that had signs in their windows about catering during grad week.  If you want to leave your food arrangements until then, or if you have last minute needs, the local establishments are handy. 
BAR PINNING CEREMONY

Sometimes this happens, sometimes not; particularly not if the President speaks, because of security.  If the cadets, no, 2nd Lts.!  are allowed to have this, they will change into their new uniforms (Greens) in the company barracks. The cadets choose the place and persons (parents, fiancée, etc.) for the pinning of their first bars, their “butter bars.”  In the event that this ceremony would be held at someplace like Ft. Putnam, it might be a good idea to have some walking shoes along.  Other popular sites include Trophy Point, the Chapels, the Plain and the statues on the Plain.  If this ceremony takes place, your cadet may elect to do this in Company or with a particular Team, Club or organization or group.

MOVING OUT OF THE BARRACKS

The barracks must be emptied by 5 PM on Graduation Day.  Cadets usually clean ahead of time, wash the floor and walls so that the rooms will pass inspection by the TAC.  To avoid the mad dash that afternoon, it is possible for most of this to be accomplished prior to Saturday.  Once again, if the President is the speaker and stays on post for a luncheon, security remains tight, so you will not be able to get your vehicle anywhere near the barracks area to load the gear.

Cadets are extremely busy at this time getting signed out.  The process can take hours.  There will be a narrow window of time, when they can bring their vehicles back to the barracks parking areas, so they can load their personal gear.  Usually, the cadet can enlist help of parents and siblings to help with the toting and carrying.  The barracks are very hectic and congested, so be patient and stay calm!
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A suggestion for your cadet is to start taking things home for a few weeks prior to graduation.

SATURDAY NIGHT

This is a nice time to take your new officer out to eat.  After an exhausting couple of days, you might not want to begin your ride home until the following day.  If you will be driving home Saturday night, you will have to check out of your motel room prior to the graduation ceremony.  Be aware that many of the graduates may want to stay for the weekend, primarily due to all of the weddings (of their fellow cadets) that take place in the post chapels during the remainder of the weekend.  Some families get together and have group parties at various hotels, function halls, etc., talk to your cadet about what plans they may have following the graduation ceremony.

GRADUATION GIFTS

As mentioned earlier, the WPPC of Long Island presents silver dollars and flags (flown over the Capitol on Branch night) to the membership graduates.  Money is always appropriate for grads, especially since space may be at a premium for a year [image: image35.png]


or more.  More and more the grads will have the opportunity to wear civilian clothes, so a welcomed choice would include a gift certificate to a favored retailer.  Sporting goods may also be nice gift idea.

Laptop computers make a great grad gift so that your new 2nd Lt. can stay in touch; cell phones are also not a bad idea.  Order a gift saber from the C store early in the year.  Parents can call 845-938-2121.  Sabers purchased from the C store are cheaper than those through the AOG gift shop.  

Your cadet will receive a diploma and Commissioning Certificate.  If you are buying frames from the C store or the mail order forms you will receive, you will want to order both frames so that they match each other as there are several vendors and styles available.

Some cadets buy a saber as a gift.

FIRSTIE SWORD

Firsties can buy a cadet sword at the Cadet Store for about $100.  Different

displays for the sword are also available for about $100.  A wooden shadow box

with black velvet lining and brass inscribed plaque (plaque needs to be

ordered for inscription) or a crossed sword & scabbard effect with the WP

crest in the center are available, again at the Cadet Store.  Either one makes

a wonderful display and memento for either the cadet or his family.  Talk to

your cadet as what you might want to do.

On a personal note - our cadet bought his sword and wore it for graduation

week, from the practices to the last parade culminating with graduation.  He

then presented his sword to us in the display shadow box and an inscription.

It proudly hangs just above his firstie and LT pictures.

CLASS PISTOL

Cadets have an opportunity to purchase a commemorative class pistol in the Fall of their firstie year.  In 2000, it was a Colt Commander .45 caliber in a stainless steel finish with rosewood grips.  The left side is engraved with “United States Military Academy – Duty Honor Country” the right side is engraved with “Class of 2001 Till Duty is Done.”  The cost was $700.00.  You can see more information by going to the following web page: http://www.defiant.west-point.org/family/mem2001/classpistol.html

For safety reasons West Point will not transfer possession of the pistol to the cadets at West Point.  They are shipped to the cadet’s home state.  Federal laws require that the recipient be a Federal Firearms Licensed dealer, so you will have to make arrangements with one close to your home to actually receive the pistol.  In order to pick it up from the dealer you will have to meet state requirements.  In New York State, you will need a pistol permit.  In Nassau and Suffolk Counties, the police department is the licensing authority.  Twenty-one is the minimum age requirement for a pistol permit.  It usually takes six months from the time of application to final approval, so plan ahead.
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WHERE DO THEY GO FROM HERE

Usually within 30 to 60 days after graduation, the new 2nd Lt. heads off for the OBC (Officer Basic Course) in whichever branch he or she has chosen.  There are 16 different branches, and the OBC can vary from several months to a year or more.  Enjoy the company of your new West Point graduate.  The Academy barracks have been cleared of all their personal gear, and the Graduate Officers are about to begin their summer leave before they have

to report to their designated posts. 

OBC and PCS vs. TDY

    Following their leave, the new lieutenants, depending on their chosen branch, will be off to various forts and Army installations across the

country to begin their branch OBC (Officers’ Basic Course).  This is the

preliminary training all new officers receive before they move to their

permanent posts, or PCS (Permanent Change of Station).  Except for Aviation,

the officers already know where this will be.  For example, all Infantry

officers receive IOBC (Infantry Officers Basic Course) at Ft. Benning, GA.

Following that, they will go to their chosen post.  Many Infantry officers

choose the 82nd Airborne at Ft. Bragg, NC, or the 101st Airborne (Air

Assault), at Ft. Campbell, KY.

Since they are only to be at OBC for a relatively short period, their duty

station is designated “TDY” (Temporary Duty).  As such, they reside in special quarters called BOQ’s (Bachelor Officer Quarters).  The quality of these accommodations depend on their particular location, but they are sometimes described as similar to typical “efficiency apartments,” although they are probably more like hotel rooms with a bath, small fridge, sink and

microwave... maybe.  The officers usually eat on post or eat out during their

OBC period.  The PCS is a different matter.

AVIATION:  A special case

    The only branch that does not follow this protocol and has an immediate

PCS is aviation since their specialized flight training requires a protracted

stay (about a year or so).  All aviation candidates report for Army flight

school at Ft. Rucker, AL.  They may stay in BOQ’s for a brief time while they

locate off-post housing. They begin receiving housing allowance in their pay

once they have documented their living arrangements.  Housing allowance is

based on the particular location of the installation and varies greatly

depending in what state the post is located.  Aviation officers receive their

OBC training in between their various flight school phases so by the time

they earn their wings and receive their final training for the specific

aircraft they will fly, they are ready to report to their future post.

The “DITY Move”

    Whether reporting for TDY or a PCS, the officer will be moving his/her

personal effects from the Academy (and home as well, one would assume) using one of two services.  The Army will store and/or move an officer’s belongings for them (directly from the Academy) or the officer may choose to assume that responsibility him- or herself and be reimbursed for expenses after he/she reaches his/her post.  This is referred to as a “DITY” move (Do-it-yourself).

This involves some planning on the officer’s part and, of course, some

paperwork.  As of grad year 2000, Long Island officers had to go to Ft.

Hamilton (Brooklyn) to arrange this move.  An office there will instruct the

officer how to make a DITY move.  Briefly, it involves having the vehicle(s)

weighed at a certified station (they’ll provide a list of locations in your

residential area) empty, and then having it recertified after it is loaded.

The Army reimburses the officer based on the difference in the two weigh-ins.

It is suggested that the officer stop at a weigh station along his/her drive

down to the post for the laden weight.  Location of such stations are NOT

provided, but there are many places along major interstates that offer this

service for a fee.

    The officer must keep a careful account of all expenses for gas, oil,

mileage, tolls, etc.  They should be reminded to get a receipt for EVERY

expense along the way.  At the end of the trip, the officer will submit them

for reimbursement.  The Army will determine which expenses are allowable.  (For example the cost of renting a trailer may not be reimbursable, but the

travel time of the driver would be if he/she is reporting to a PCS.)  If

everything is in order, the officer will be reimbursed for expenses

commensurate with his/her move.  It should work out to be about a break-even proposition.

Life Insurance

    While the officer was a cadet, he received inexpensive term life

insurance through the military.  The cadet determined the amount of coverage and its cost was deducted from their cadet pay.  The same option is available to the officer after graduation.  Up to $200,000 of term insurance may be purchased (As of 2000, the premium was $16.00/month, payroll deducted).

Pay Advance & Loan Repayment

    To help them get established at their new posts, before leaving West

Point, the Army offers the graduates an advance if they want it.  For a 2000

grad, it was $1200.  This is repayable over a 1-year period once the

officer starts receiving his regular pay at the post.  The $100.00 is

automatically deducted from the officer’s regular pay.  All officers also

receive a one-time uniform allowance (about $200).

    At about the same time, the officer’s Cow loan (if he/she elected to take

it) begins being due.  This payment, like the advance, is payroll deducted.

The officer never even sees the money.  Since the loan is sizable (Class of

2002 grads received $24,000.00), the deduction is substantial as well.

While the loan rate is very low (1%), it has to be repaid in a relatively

short time.  Class of 2000 grads were paying out about $400.00 per month.  The amount is deducted from one of the two monthly paychecks, not split between the two.  At least, this was the case for the 2000 grads.  It is important for the officer to remember to expect this debt since for the first time he/she will be responsible for many of the additional mundane expenses that he/she has not had to consider during the 4 years at the academy, where virtually every aspect of the cadet’s life had been overseen by West Point.  After all, the officer/graduate is out on his/her own now, and is expected to attend to all these details him- or herself! 

CONGRATULATIONS!

Special thanks to the WPPC of Pennsylvania

for the outline of this document and the WPPC of Massachusetts for many of the sections.

Also, special thanks to Bob & Darlene McDonough

 and Alan & Jo Poquette for their valuable

 insights and work on this project.

Note:

The following section is a sample copy of the Class of 2001 information booklet that was mailed to 

Firstie Parents from West Point.
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You will receive your copy of this year’s information directly from West Point later in the year.
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This ceremony is a must see!
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