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CHAPTER 1X%

When the 8lst end 93rd Infantry - the Samar Brigede -
arrived at Surigao, Mindanso in the very esrly part of January
the Brigsde Commander, Lt. Colonel Bea EHur cmtdm..m orde
ered to take up dispositions in the valley of the Agusan River.
A defensive position was to be taken ﬁmhg the beashes on
Butuan Bay snd other troops wars te bs dispesed in areas to
the south, prepsred to organize and hold that purt ofliaﬁinno

i
against all hostile efforts at pemstration.

The rainy weather vhioh had so favored t.h. mm of
these troops at sea becams a serious bnndieap in tho owrhnd
travel from Surigao to Butuan. Torreantial dunponﬂ nﬂm& out
bridges and flooded lowlands, -ung tho-rou!,- 1npusub1¢ ror

the limited nmbarotmt@'nuom:-mnér’oor'iﬁa un}«d

X

of repeir - uniiabla to thi' Erigade - To rauh Bn-

tusn by marching alse pn-nd ont of ths ques on. The- nm_, .:”i

hed turned the -troan mu mmmuwmw
bottomless quagmires. m mtcr of these troops. nd nppuu

Brigads Headquarters were ummm in nuwn - 3

uary and steps were taken at ouse te secure sdequa Msu

supplies which had accempenied the troops«
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SURIGAO-BUTUAN

(Northern Agusan Sector)




' few who had been only partially trained in ome reserve camp of

The mission of the brigade was expanded to include the
defenss of Gingoog Bay, with sspecial emphasis upon the protection
of the docks and airport operated by the Anskan Lumber Compsuy.
The 81zt Infantry, commsnded by Major Arden R, Boellner, took up
positions in the Butusn ares, while the $3rd, under Captain John
C. Goldtrap, proceedesd to Gingoog und Ansken,

The 8lst Infantry had been mobilized sufficiently sarly to
have had soms months of training before war broke, but the 93rd

was composed mostly of men without prior training leavened by a

two week's duration. TWhen this regiment moved to Mindanao the
first of Jarxmary most of its enlisted men had never fired a rifle.
As goon as the regiment was established in the Gingoog Sector,
deily periods of instruoction were instituted,

Due to the importance of the landing facilities at Anakan
and ths airfield of the Anakan lumber Company, the Sector
Commander sstablished his commmnd post there, with the other
administrative elements end supply near Butusn. One reason for
thiz wes to be able to supervise more closely the development of
the 93rd Infantry. Tho other was to supervise the unloading of
cargo vessels expected to bring in supplies from the Unitcd
St-n&l or Australia. Only one of these expected vessels over

arrivede This was the Coast Farmer.

About 20 February ths 95rd was shifted to the Del Monte area

as part of Foroe Reserve and to ensble it to institute e more '
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comprehensive training program. The 3rd Philippine Constabulary
Infantry which had been operating with Genersl Vachon's 10lst
Division on the Cotabato-Digos front, snd more recently stationed

near Cagayan in the sector of the 102nd Division, took over the

respansibilities of the 95rd in ths Ofngoog-Anaken ares. Hastily

| mobilised about 9 December, this organiszation was a heterogon@ut
colleetion of about 66 officers and 980 men, ‘all.Fi].iyi-nos. very-
ing in age from youngsters to men almoest too old to be A&iw. “
drawn from many sourcess Thrown into combet early in the war -
there had been virtually no 0pporttmity f:?r training. The offwcrl
and nonecoms were almost wholly without Xnowledge of how to di'spo“
their troops or occupy positions in response to orders.. As a
constabulary crganization most of the men would have been quite
proficient and neither their patriotism nor attention to duty ~-

as thoy gaw it -- are questioned, but the perception snd under-
standing of the demands of combat wers completely lacking.

This condition necossiteted all of the American officers st
Sector Headquarters, from ths Sector Commander dowm, sxeroising
constant personal supervision over the losation and construotiom
of emplacemonts and trenches, siting of weapons, cle&ing fields
of fire, and ths countless other detelils incident to ths establisdhw
ment of a defensive position. Troops left without American supere
vizion for svem a reasonsbly short tine wers found to have conste=
ructed shelters for themsslves squarely in the fislds of fire of
their own guns. On ancther occasion it was dissoversd that am
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obsorvation post had been mamned by an entire plstoon, vbich M

built a barrio snrrmding the point, thereby adverti:ing tlu

activity, At the time of the inspestion the smtire pw;m. mhi-, et

ing its offiml. was tmmﬁ ulnpt N _ _ o
Da.ily periodu of hutruation warn instituted bnh nd.l pro-v

gress had beon achimd beforc thn Japumu hlva:hd. IR -

Although this outfit appms to hn'u bnn Iot. Golml RoyD- .
Gregory*s particular crous, 1t . soems. that hc a1a me oom& o
until the day after the. 1msion of the Hacajah.r Bny area bognn&
The regimental commander prior to this tine wes Lt, colonol |
Donesa® who had as his exemrtivo officor Major Dlﬁroo

During the time this rogimant was stationod in tho Ootabato-
Digos areas, a cirous troups which had been perrcmmg 1n the
provinos, joined the stream of refugees svaouating the ares
?:hr’eatened by the enemy and many of the women of the troups had
attachod themselves -—— not without enoouragemert -- to ths soldiers
for safetye Other enlisted persomnel reporting for duty, had
brought with them wives, children, pigs, dogs, chickens and boxes
of household and personal oquipment_.

It was difficult to the point of impossibility to divorc.
these men from their impedimentm. Battalion and canpany commanders
had 1ittle sympathy with orders to this effect, exhibiting both
reluctance and inability to cope with the situation. Officers and
men alike professed an ignorance as to the identity of thess peopls,

when guestioned.

*Donsesa later became pro-Jap and according to the guerrillas was knowm

during the occupation ag the leadirg American<hater of the Island.




When the regiment moved from ome point to another direct

orders were issued concerning the removal of these devotees of

Romany existemce to established evacuation centers. Trm-portatiop
was provided to these points only to discover a fow days later
that these ocemp followers had leftt the trucks a few kilometers
down the rM, reappearing, in an their glory, e fo-' days later
in the new fegimantal area, |
In justiee to tho women however, it must be said that on
the mareh, except for those in advanced stegss of pregnancy -
ﬁo were many -~ they carried their loads and traveled as well

ag, 1f not better than, the men.

At Suriguo the Provisional Battalion which had been induated
into USAFFE early in Jamuary was contimuing mminterrupted traininge
The FPhilippine Constabulary wmit here accomplished splendid
results with its motor bost patrol in Surigeo Straite Approximately
30 Japanese mines were brought ashore by these patrols the explos-
ive powder removed and used in the creation of grenzdes and land
minese

‘The facilities of the Anakan Lumber Company and those of the
Mother Lode Mine at Surigeo were utilized in the construction of
grenedes, as welllas replacement perts for weapons. Al‘i:hough the
machinery availeble was limited the workmen in these shops

aécomplished excellent results, often with improvised methodse.
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On 13 January Lt. Colonel Chastaine, Agusan sector commander,
decided to dispatch a portion of his troops to Camp Kalao to prevent
(Map #10)
possible infiltration of the enemy from Davao north into this area
and - as stated in his report ; "to maintain the security of the
‘Davao-Agusan Highway which was being threatened by the enemy". Cap-
tain John S. HYiner, commanding the lst Battalion 8lst Infantry, left
\Butuan on that day to sarry oﬁt this mission.

The underlying ressons ior this dispositiom are not clear con-
sidering the fact that the roﬁd from Davao north was, at best, a
poor secondary one which ended a short dlstance south of Xonocayo.
For the rest of the distance to Butuan the road was merely a pro-
jection, still dependent upon construction.

The movement of troops into the Davao-Agugan:area precipitated
logistical problems of monumental difficulty. Indeed, considering
the astounding array of natural obstacles which interposed between
the Surigao-Butuan area and that region south of the §ource of the
Ayusan River, it appears that this dispersal of force and diversion
of effort contributed only negative results. A logical deduction
from available information leads one to suppose that this underteking
was made with the purpdse of creating a diversion to relieve pressure
on troops of General Vachon's division in the Digos area. It is a
matter of opinion that more positive results could have been obtain-
ed by transferring troops from this seotor to reinforce the Digos

front rather than by expending the time and manpower necessary to con-

vey our troops and supplies over hundreds of miles of hazardous water
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and trailse Had the Jap been aggressive in this direction it would
have boen smarter to allow him to wasts his time and substance in
negotisting the easily defended avenuss of approach to the north.

.Boyond San Mateo, some 15 kilameters south of Butuan, travel is
linited to the river or to foot trails. All supplies therefors must
be transported by boat. A mmber of Diessl-mctar-driven launches
were commandeered but it was only with the assistance of Fred Varney,
Wa 3. Kellogg and other civilisns familisr with this dangerous and
1ittle nown river that this objeoctive was Qcoonpulhod. Varnsy,
and Ksllogg who opersted his own launch in the upper Agusan, were:
given temporary commissions as acting officers in the Army.

For perhaps 50 kilameters the current of the river ia swift,
in plases closely resembling rapids. South of Talacogan the stream
spreads out into a great, flat marshlend cut by many channels, all
obstructed to a greater or lesser dogreo by logs of all sizes, ban-
boo and debris of every sort washed down by floods to stagnate and
rot in the quiet marshlands. This debris not infrequently formed
impenetrable barriers in the oWh.

This mershy jungle region is little known to white men and
anly slightly more so to the Philippine Constebulary and the provine
cial government had made little effort to maintain an open channel
for river traffice

At the time the 8lst Infantry entered this area some of the
log~jams had been accumulating for years, and wers in places as

much as 500 yards long. In order to pass these jams il was necessary

166




to send the troops up the Agusan to the 3imulao ﬁivar, a tributary

of the Agusen, which was free of cbstructions and which would permit

" traffic as far as the town of Basa. I'rm Besa a trail led back aoross
country to Santa Josefa on th§ Agusan, making three sides of a triangle,

From this point onward the river tumbles down from the mountains
in a torrent so swift all obstructions are swept asides This in turn
pfe.nnts another difficult pfcblm for upstream traffioc, in that foure
teen stretches of rapids must be negotisted to Camp Kalaos, Beyond
Camp Kelao a trail leads cross-country, paralleling the Manat River
‘for 12 kilometers, to the end of ths so-called improved road leading
to the city of Davmos

This troop movement reguired, besides the use of Dieszel launches,
traversing in barotos series of rapids so swift they necessitated line
inz the boats through by dreg ropes; and cross-ocountry marching over
muddy trails into which the men sank sometimes to their waists,

In the Agusan walley the few scattered barrios .provldod ths
usual a&mxw chickens and eggs, a fow cntth and pigs, but no rice
and no surplus of other food products beyond the needs of the local
populatione This required that all foodstuffs as well as ammmitiom,
medical stores end other items necessary to maintain troops in the field
must be transported over this exhausting and time-consuming route.

To Roy Welbon, who estadblished and maintained radioc communi-
cation along the projected Davao-Agusan Highway, end to Enos J. Emery,
who, operating barctos, took charge of and maintained that section

of the line of ocommmicaticn betwesn the end of ths motor-launch
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transport linc and Camp Kalao, must go & large part of the credit
for the suCceass of this pperatioh. ‘

Welbon, owner of a lunrber flrm in Mindanao before the war,
continued his radio work after the surrender, as a lieutsnant of
guerrillas, until his death at the hands of a Japenese patrole
Father Hagperty, who knew him well, tells of the small white oross
on the plaza in front of Father Thibault's little wooden church at

Baroy, Laneo. : (Map-#S)

Since the treils scross country from Basa were impassable for
any sort of pack animal, it was necessary for the troops to carry
or their backs, in addition to their arms, amrunition and personal
eguipment, the tattalion's medical supplies, cooking eguiprent and
sufficient food to last until further stocks could be brourzht up
the river. Although the entire battalion made two trips through
tns deep wmire of the so-called trail from 3asa to Santa Josefa, it
sas 3t111 nscassary to leave behind some equipment. Tiuch of it did
not reach them until many weeks later when river transportation had
besn considerally iaproved.

Jpon the arrival of ths lattalion at Camp Xelao, it was learned
that ocmissaries of the enemy had sent messages to the co-mander of
the Constabalary unit there, urgiag him to bring his force and join
the Imperisl Japanese Army. Arrangements for meeting the cconstabu-
lary comnander havineg been outlined in a letter, Captain *iner im-

medintely laid =lans to capture this croup of hostile emissaries.
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The mesting was scheduled to take place near Kilometer Post
106, near the end of the DavaorAgusan Highway, on or about 25 Jan-
uarye A oombat patrol, under command of an officer, and with a
oivinnm guide, arrived at the rendegvous in advance, oonmung
themselves from observation. 'tha emissaries o.rrind in a car flying
the Japaness fleg, and after lottj.ng up another flag near the kilo~
meter post, adjourned for the night to a nearby house, leaving the
car at the rosdsides

Under cover of darkness the patrol surrounded the house, called
upon the occupants to surrender, and captured threes of them -= one
Japanese and two Filipinos. Soms of the oocoupants of the house jJump~
od from windows after an exchange of shots with the patrol, and
escapedes Ons of these was killed lster by a Philippine Army reser-
vist who had taken refuge in the vicinity, and the officer who led
the patrol was mortally wounded. He died later that nighte

The results of this first skirmish so impressed most of the
members of the battalion that they lost part of their dread of the
initial contact with ensmy. Battalion patrols were dispatohed further
along the highwey until they covered the territory to the South whore
a tributary of the Hijo River orossed the highway at Kilometer Post 82.
At that point a series of landslides had blocked the highway making it
impasssble for vehicles. Other petrols were pushed ru-ther to tha |
flanks reconnoitering also the country in the vicinity of Gnmpestth
end Manst and into the valley of the Saug Bivers

On the afternoon of 2 February a patrol sdvancing toward Dawmo
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encountered a Jap bicycle patrol near Kilometer Post 81* on the
Highway, The Japaness quickly retired, but not before one member
of their group had been killed, This man was identified as ons
of the Davao ‘Irrog\;lara' and the entirse number had been observed
to be Jap civilians onlﬁ partly armed and equipped.

The following day Miner's entire battalion moved forward to-
ward Davao City. Late in thes afternoon the advance guard entered
the barrio of Mawab, near Kilometer Post 75, and found it deserted
save for a few civilians. It was known that it hsd been oocupied
by a Jap irregular foroe which had established a defensive positiom
in and around the schoolhouss. Judging by the widely scattered
food, equipment and clothing, this force had decamped in samething
of a hurry the preceding night, .

During the night the battelion advanced and tock up positions
astride the highwey near Kilometer 74, at 'hs.ch point the r;nd
sweeps around a tributary of the Hijo River snd along the shoulder
of stesp hills rising to the north. "B" Company was disposed to
the north of the Higlway and "A". Company to ths south, each with their
machinsegun sections commanding the roed and covering the approsches
to the river, "C" Company had been detached to cover trails to the
southe, Outposts were sent forward, supported by ﬁohino-gmu whoee
fields of fire also converged on the road, which had beem partially
blooked by a landslide oconpelling motor vehicles to negotiate the
spot in low gears

At 6100 AM on 4 February the cutpost warned of the approach of

e Eilometer posts are established each 1000 meters fram the oonter

B AR a BB P mnnl cmnmlwon o Qe bthil e tnnbtance Dawvenl




;ﬁ enémy m§£§rized column. fThe. column consisted of an advance truck
carryinc personnel followed by a tank and seven additional persgonnel
trucks, a staff cer and an ambulance, in that order.

The leading truck wes permitted to approach the landslide with-
out being fired upon. As it was negotiating the turn the machine
guns open fire. This truck was completely disabled and its ocoupants
virtually annihilated before they could go into_action.

Having blocked the columm efiectively with this truck the mach-
ine guns then devoted their attention to the ramainder of the force,
Fire from tho cnemy tank was completely screened by the disabled
truck. Enemy troops from the rear trucks dispersed, some climbing
the cliffs, others descending into the river bed. Those who climbed
the cliffs encountered the outpost force, which aécounted for numer-
pus casualties in the hostile ranks before they were outnumbered and
forced to fall back on Company "A".

Meanwhile, "3" Company on the north.was beinpg hard-pressed. The
sompany comnender, instead of calling for reinforoements from the
battalion commander, attempted to get help from "A" Company onbhie
left. Unfortunately, the cdmmanding of “icer of "A" Company had &l-
ready become extremely appreheﬁsive about the situation developing
cn his frcnt and had ordersd an immediaste retreat without informing
either the battalion commander or the troops on his right. |

Receiving this information, the ;ommander of "B" Compamny imued
iately began to withdraw his troops - elso without advising the

battalion commsnder - who learned of these movements only when
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stragglers from "A" Company began drifting through the battalion

commend poste These men were hastily reorganized and placed in

‘position along the roads

The mechine guuns attachad to "A" Company drew back in orderly
fashion and reported to Battalion Headquarters ebout 10 A.M, These
wero emplaced on the hills overlooking Mawab,

The ¢ommanding officer §r *B" Company rsported to Battalion
Headquarters and informed the battaliom cannﬁnder of what had occurr=-
ed and that his troops were -vithciraving along thes ridge overlooking
the towne He was ordered to reorganize and hold the ridge, to pre-
vent the enemy fram flanking the position to the northes It develop~-
ed leter that due to the demoralization of his troops he had been
unable to carry out this orders

Meanwhile, ensmy airoraft appeared and bombed the machine gunm
positions, killing one man and wounding otherss The Japs, having
turned the north flank, began firing on the comma.ndvpost from flank |
and reare Simultansously enemy troops were reported entering the
tomn of Mawab on the left flank, end the sound of motors omn the road
indicated that the road block had finally been cleareds Accordingly
orders were isued for a gemeral withdrawal to the previcus positicms
at Kilometer 82.

Battalion headquarters withdrew to the south of the higlway
hoping to intercept any troops of "C" Company who might be proceed-
ing from Manat toward Maweab. In its retirement the battalion hesd-

quarters ren into an ambush prepared by a squad of hostile infantry;
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but the entire party, taking cover, was able to escaps without
casualty. The troops of "C" Company were assembled and employed
" as a covering force for the reorganization of the battalions

Enemy casualties were heavy during the early stages of the
action. Our machine gun crews had continued to operate their wea-
pons until the infiltrating énemy infantry were almost upon them.
It was estimated that the enemy casualties were approximately 110;
our own amounting to two dead, four wounded and three missing. All
elements of the battalion, including those few individuals who had
been cut off on the right flank by hostile penetration, were fully
accounted for. The battered enemy retired in the direction of
Davao following the action.®

By 19 February th§ comuand post had bsen established at Kilo~
meter 83, the outpost was forward at Kilomster 65 with the main
body of troops at Kilometer 75, adjacent to the town of awabe.
Flanking patrols penetrated as far as Andalli to the south, approx-
imately abreast of Kilometer 74; while to the north they had pro-
ceeded equal:y as far down th? Saug River, encountering pro-Japaneae
Moros. In a skirmish with these one of the patrols had one man
killed and another severely wounded.

On 19 February the enemy again attacked with a motorized column,
but due to a demolished bridge at Kilometer 72 were forced to leave
their mechanized equipment and proceed on foot in this uttncg against
Mawab. Ho:tile artillery, unable to cross the stream, was placed in

position at the bridge and fired blindly and ineffectively into our

'Approximate strength in this aotion was: Miner's strength, 3 companies -

about 500 men - but number of effectives unknown. Jep strength estim-

ted at about 280.
ated at abou 173
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positions which were screened by intervening wooded areas along both
sides of the highway. This served solely to hsighten the morale of
the Filipino troops upon discovering how harmless artillery fire
could be on well=concealed positions. »

Reslstence to the enemy on this cccesion was confined to smmll
skirmishes and no casualties were suffered by our troops. Hostile
cesualtios were not determined.

During all thié period crews of mative workmen had been employed

clearing away the log jeams in the main channel of the Augusan River

to expedite flow of supplies. Constant vigilance was needed throughw

out the campaign to prevent the jams from reforming ae ‘ths current
bore new logs and debris down from the upper reaches of the river,.

Vith the main chammel reasonably well cleared, a bodege was
established in the mershlands. .Above 'this point Mr. Eellogg, with
his own light-draft motor launch, would assist in the transportatiom
of supplies as far as Varuela. In tributs to Mr. Kellogg's untiring
jabors the bodega compound beceme known as Camp Eellogg.

Boyond Varusla, where the rapids precluded the use of any oraft
heavier than barotos, traffic crawled in slow motion until some
bright soul hit upon the idee of attaching outboard motors to the
barastose The Force Quartermaster, by soms legerdemain best known
to hirself, produced a few end although the maintensnce of them
in these wastelands was a major problem, the rssulis were woll mx'bh
the cost in headeches, sweat and straine

With the first troop movemsnt upriver, Roy Welbon, who had bdesn
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commissioned a temporary lieutenant, had transported radio equipment-

from e Dureau of Posts' station on Dinigat Island, setting it up (Map #1)
temporarily et Bunewan. Vhen the river channel was opened as far

south ae Varuela, the station Iwas established there permenently and

becams known es Welbon Station. In addition to retaining active

charge of this station throughout the campaign, Welbon found time

to set up and maintain a sec&nd radio station with the troops on
the Davao-Agusan front, end wes of material assistance in developing
proficlent radio operators from selected enlisted men of the Fhile
ippine Army,.

On 5 February it was decided to transfer the remsinder of the
8lst Infantry, less the 3rd Battelion, from Butuan to the Daveoe
Agusan front for possible offensive action against the enemy in that
sectors The 3rd Battalion of the 8lst, in donj\mction with the troops
of the Butuan Provisional Battalion would continue to garrison the
Butuan Bay positions. Other contingents of the 81st 'stationed at
Lienga and Talacogan were relieved by detaclments from the Provisiocne
al Battalion also.

Becauss no interruption could be permitted in the flow of sup=
plies to the force alréady in the Davao area, this troops movement
was accamplished intermittently, as boats became available. The 2nd
Battalion set out first, followed by Regimental Headquarters and
Headquarters Battalion and then leter by Colonel Boellner and members
of hias staff on February 1S5.

By March 3, all elements of the 2nd Battalion were in position
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at Kilomcter 106, relieving the lst Battalion, which had been in
contact with the enemy since its arrival more than a month previouslye
"A® Compeny, 8lst Medical Battelion also arrived and set up an impro-
vised field hospital in the town of Momncayoe

During the first few days of March, the Sector Commander visited
and inspected the positions, issulng orders to the effect that
vigorous action would be teken to barass the enemy in his positions
at Kilometer 63, as well es u],ong his flanks in the direction of
Hijo and the Saug River Valley.

However, due to the sudden sharp increase of malaria among the
troops, the number of effectivas available for duty limited action
to patrols. The microscopiec supply of quinine availsble was impotent
to effesct cures.

Hostile air operations were increasing over the entire Davaow
Apusan sector during this pericd. Supply boats on the river were
frequently harsssed and earlier Camp Kalao had been virtually wiped
out in a bombing ettacke Campostela and Bunsuan were sub jected to

a similar though less destructive foray, as were barrios in ths Saug

Valley, following the operations of our patrols in that sectione

Toward the end of March Colonel Boellner was transferred to El
the Cesayan Sector. Lt. Colonel William S. Van Nostrand, who had
been transferred from the 61st Infantry in the Malabang ares, !
arrived from Butuan on 4 April and assumed command of the 8lst

Infantrys
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Shortly after this when the Air Corps personnel were re-
called to Fifth Alr Base Headqugrters at Tankulan for trans-
portation to Australia, & third shift in commﬁkders W8 necos-
sitated. The battalions were now commanded bty quite capable
Filipino officers - Gavino, Cleofe and Trinidad. There were
thres American officers rezaining with the regiment. Murphy
and Price never rejoined the Glst and the battallons wont into
aotion against the Japanese invasion with tiese commanders.

Our attactied Air Corps officers and men had teen assid-
uous in their sttention to defvnsive preparations. They fur-
nished valuable instruction to our .50 caliber machine gun
squads and cbntributed-méterially to the morale of the regi-
pment by their cheerful and confident air. We-hated to see
them go. They had done us a genuine sorvice. But pilots,
navigators, bombardiérs and gunners were needed where there
were planes to fly. We understood, but nevertheless keenly

felt the loss.

The Cebu branch of the San Riguel Brewing Company was,
at this time, still bottling its Pale Pilsen and pccasion=-
ally a fow oases found their way to Cagayan. The Fifth |
Air Base see@ed to have advance notice of these meagre
shipments for they never failed to have a truck on handrat

the distributors. It was rars indeed that any of the lit-

‘tle luxuries of life fell into the hends of the forces
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ocoupying the beach positions. But one evening Lewis and I, having
fairly acourate information that there were a few bottles of cold
beer at a quiet 1ittle hotel in Cegayan, sat out to quench our thirst.

We found the hotel., It occupied the upper floor over several
shops end had a cool, confortably furnished lobby. Our reconnaiss-
ence must have been very poor not to have discovered this ossis ere
this. The landlady proved to be A very gracious Filipina and quite
willing that we should share her small supply of beer.

There were three other ocoupants of the lounge when we arrived.
They were wearing the Mohammedan fer and proved to be Lanso Moros.
m wore slim and wiry and the other rather stooky of build, but all
presented smiles of glshmng golde One of the slender ones appeared
to have suthority over étho others who wers talkative when invited,
otherwise they indulgedi; in golden-toothed smiles as acoompaniment to
their spoke-sman.

~ The eo;xvorsation that evening proved most intsresting, inolud-
ing a vivid and lively Hemonstration of blade fighting and the use
of scabbard and sarong 1n this type of combat. We touched on the
Au't of manufacture of t;lndo wapbn: by the Moro oraftemen und exam~
ined some exquisitely wrought daggers and krises wora by these three.
But this genial companionship and entertainment was tol_lmd by the
inevitable rcqneat for a favors. R

During Captain Baldwin's regime in Cagayan he had entrutcd
with this Datu Mangoda ¥aulana for some 48 bolos which the hh

insistently claimed were deliversd as per oocntract, evem prodwoing
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a éoﬁeiled acknovlodgement from Baldwin. The trouble, explained
the datu, was that payment had not been received and he could 11l
afford to- assume. the responsibility of financially 'pheating the
artisans. o |

He had made inquiry and found that Captain Baldwin m no
longer in Cagayan. He was most anxious that the ascount be sat-
1afisd and earnestly solicited my help. It developed upon further
questmning that cash sottloment was not inporb.nt if h‘ could re-
ceive equivalent wvalue in dry goods from one of the Japanese stores
which had bsen taken over by the gmrmnt upon the mrtbr-g'k. of
hostilities and for which the Cmshabulary wore designatsd custo-
dian.

We agroed io mest at Constabulary Headquarters ths following
morning to lay the case before the officer in charge. Upon the
evidence of the agresment and the acknowledgement of receipt the
Constabulary officer egrsed to furnish from such stocks ss remain-
ed, payment in ki#d‘ To sho' his appresiation the datu at once
adopted ms as his rather! |

He was quite nlublo i.n hh gutitmlo when it also pﬂnad
poasible to nrnngo tnmputation for him aad his pu'ty oo a
milittry vehicle ht‘dod i‘or m Ihich mld hh thﬂl tl a

pointnear their hom hntooluh -The truckonua utnrahrmght
Ioudornrymonentmrorth.mgi.nt~;gmrm
thodwhu SoaT

A fow days htcrholndmhroﬁar tno.mxym-]

iy
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showed up at my headquarters for what was claimed to be a vislt
with his "father?, The visit lasted for several days during which
he expressed again and again his desire to. enlist for the purpose
of serving as my body-guard Captain Almojuela, the reg.nsntal
surgeon, had examined the alightly—built datu and expressed the
opinion that he had a lung condition which was disqualifying
Undismayed, Maulana then sought service as a civilian employee,
but unfortunately he could not qualify as mechanic, truck driver,
cargadore or cook ~ the only kinds of civilian labor we were auth-
origzed to hire. He then ammounced that he would stay with me any-
way and perform such duties as 1 saw fit to assign him.
Abcntthistimowcwereengagedinmppingourareaandu-
ploring the canyon trails to the south, Maulana volunteered to
explore and sketch the Littlé Agusan River canyon and I agreed
that he make the attempt. After about three days he came back
with a rough but fairly comprehensive sketch showing several trails
which gave access to the plains - trails which might prove useful
in our operations later. » _
Persistent reports had been trickiing,in of suspicicus and
unusual happenings in the vicinity of Bayabas, over beyond Cagayan. ap 1)
Reports of flares and rockets being sent up from the beaches in
that locality at night lent sowe small credeace to the mm that
these were signals to Jap intelligence agents who lay off shore
during daylight in small fishing craft and came ashore after dark

for their information. Even though Bayabas lay to the west of the
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Division sector, the hush-hush rumore of unusual doings indicated
that we determine the accuracy of these reports.

Maulana again volunteered and begged to be allowed to accom—
pany the selected party to make this mestigation. Having on
several occasions tested his loyalty. and since_r;lty and having es-
tablished his reliability he vas named as one of a party of three
to make this expedit.iqa. A].l trace of nﬂitary uniform and equip-~
ment was rémoved from their perm and_' armed only with bolos they.
set forth, |

-They épent’ three days in the suspeéted area, Lying hidden at
intervals along the beach at night, f!_.giting the swarms of mosqui-
toes and night-flying insects, they kept the beach under constant
surveillance during darkness. During daylight hours they dispersed
and represented themselves as lone travelers, strangers to each
otherk, and managed to be invited into the Nipa shacks of several
of the inhabitants.

The party returned, exhausted from lack of sleep and wretchedly
paffy from the mumerous insect bites they had endured. They brought
no evidence of subversive activity or disloyalty among the natim
of the ares, tut did agree that there were spots here and there, in
the dry sands back from the beach, which could have beem caused by
burning powder. They were also in accord that the 1ittle datu had
increasingly assm the leadership of the expedition, for which
they admitted he was eminently qualified by virtue of his ability
to nogotiate strange terrain in utter darkness. Manlana n&nﬁﬁpﬂ
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the acclaim with a tired but glittering smile,

Following this little expedition it was significant that no
further reports of flares, rockets or unusual activity in the
Bayabas area came to light. Vhether the whole thing had been a
myth or whether smart and cagey Jap operatives changed their meth-
ods or their base of operations was never learned. It was probably
of little consequence since we never operated under martial law and
were never permitted to restrict in any way the circulation of civ-
ilians through and within our defensive sectors., 1t was a foregome
conclusion that the Jap was minutely informed as to every detail of
our defensive structure. This was borne out later, after the capit-
ulation, when occasion offered to examine one of their maps of the
Macajalar defenses. It was accurate even to the inclusion of two
of Webb's mortar positions which had been established only two days
prior to the invasion.

Not long after this Maulana became homesick and wanted to
visit his native heath for a few days. He came to bid his ®father?
farewell with the request that he be allowed to take two drums of
deisel fuel from the area to Bacolod in order to get his fishing
boats operating again on Lake Lanao. This could not be permitted
in spite of a strong desire to grant his request a hundredfold in
order to clear our area of these hagzardous supplies, ‘

Several hundred drums of gasoline and deisel fuel were strewn
across our front in rather sizeable caches, We entsertained no

doubt but that these caches were well known to the Jap -~ everything

183




Rty

else was - and must have presented tempting targets to his alirmen.
Yet they were never molested. The Jap must have clung to. the idea
of capturing the supply intact. Repeated effort had been madse to
induce Poroce Headgquarters to remove this menace from our area. The
answer was always a flat "No" without gxplanation.

later, after all interisland shipping had been destroyed,
Force agreed to the removal of this fuel to the interior. The rea-
son given for eerlier refusals wes that it was to réma.in near the
beaches to be readily available for ths refueling of ships which
were expected to arrive. No fuel had even been taken from any of
these expossd caches to_ refuel any ships that 4id put into Bugo.
However we breathed eaa;.er when the last drum of these inflamnables
had been trucked to the interior.

¥aulana left for his home but was back again in about a week.
On the occasion of his return, in a flowery speech, he presented
his adopted father with an exquisite dagger whioh, he said, had
been the ceremonial weapon of his real father. In apite of my
protests at accepting such a wvaluable heirloom, his hurt insist-
ence won out. The dagger m a beautiful thing. Its polished
blade was set in a hilt of intricately wrought gold. The lacy
flower designs in bold relief were in turn set with many soe(i
pearls; and a scabbard encased with pure gold, with enciroling
bands in intriguing relief made up . princely gift:~ ocne that I
cherished as an interesting "objet d' art®. The Japs deprived

ms of this at Karenko, Formosa end gave me a receipt for it. The
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confiscation was officially completed at Shirakawa, Formosa, when .
they took away the receipt.

The 1ittle datu now attached himself to me as my constant
body-guard. Where I went h§ followed at a discreet distance. When
I was engaged in conference or transacting business indoors he main-
tained his vigil outside. He played the role of shadow until we
received the noews of the iﬁvaaion of Cotabato and Parang to the west.
His concern for the safety of hia home and people led him to request
that he be excused that hé might return to Bacolod.

We said good-bye. A few days later the Japs came in at Haca-

jalar Bay. The fate of the little datu remains unkmown.

fhe amnunition situation on Mindanao had bean considerably
improved during the month of Febmuary by the 800,000 rounds from

the submarine and the shipment from the Coast Farmer, as well as

the smaller amounts brought in by bombers: from the East Indies at
intervals. All of this inorease had been placed in Force Reserve
and nc.mo 4ssued to the troops with the exception of Ge_nero,l Vach-
on's division, which received 28,500 rounds of ocaliber ;sog and
Colonel Chastaine 's. brigade, to which was allotted 160,500 rounds
of caliber .30 and 14,365 rounds of caliber .50 for the maehine
guns. Both of these units were in contact with the enemy -
Yachon's in the Cotabato-Davao area end Chastaine's in the Davno-
Agusan sestor. ¥hile no major engagements took place at this

time there were daily enocounters with enemy patrols, in addition
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to periodic minor skirmishes with Japsnese irregulars, composed
of reservists from the Davao area, only partly armed and eguipped
as well as with Imperial troops.

It was reiterated that the mission of the 102nd Division
was to defend on the beaches of Macajalar Bay to deny ths Del
Monte Air Base to the ensmy. Eatablishment of effective defen~
sive positions required continuous search for materials that
could be utilized as obstacles, revetment and protection. Or-
ganiged parties were sent up én the plateau to search out and
recover barbed wire from ranch fencea. The cattle from these
ranches had for some time been herded into remoter end safer
areas. We had been successful in procuring sufficlient wire by
this procedure to construct the first defensive spron along the
beach at the low water mark. We were well started on our second
line of entanglement when Colonel Morse stopped by and handed me,

with a wink, the following note:
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Morse must have been struck by my speechless and smased ex-
pression, for he said im a softer than characteristio tome, *That*n
hell are you tearing down the Gensral's femoes forl®

Bhile Morse and I were dicouning other means of effecting
defeunsive obstacles, the officer in charge of the barbed-wirs sale
vaging party came up with the story of having been ordered out of
the area by General Sharp. He had, however, managed to bring in
the wire he had removed before being discovered by the Gensrall

Actually the fencs im the vicinity of CP¥'rwas down in several
places and served no useful purpose -- either to keep cattle in or
the Jap ocute

Morse left with the parting shot, "Why don't you try other
areas? But if I were you I wouldn't take any more wire from CPT —
at least in daylight V"

Wirs salwging continued until, little by little, we complet.
od the second line of double apron entanglements, with some left
for Purther protection of our machine gun emplacements.

The heavily branched tops of bamboo were ocut, dried and sharp~
ened to nesdls pointse These were stretohed aoross the rogimt‘l
front coveriag the third defensive line. This banboo was ssourely
steked to ths earth and resembled nothing so much as huge tumble-
weods, but presented an abattis equally as formidedle as th; barhe
ed wirse

Traps were improvised from bamboo by secursly tying at right

angles to a wide strip of bamboo several szaller but thicker

® Commend Post Visayan-Mindanao Foree:
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strips, the free ends of which wore sharpened. The wide strip was
bent into s c¢ircle by bringing the ends together and securing them.
A restraining band was them fixed near the sharpened, free ends in
order to constrict them into a much smaller oircle and at the same
time allow sufficient flexibility of the lower part of the sharpen=
ed strips to permit a human foot to slip through it easily. These
traps resembled a bamboo strip cage in the form of a truncated conmse
The oones were fitted, narrow end down, into holes and securely
fastensed near gromid level by means of passing long spikes through

the top and into the earth, Csmouflaging the opening campleted
the $nstslletion. Once a foot had gone into this trap there was
no way to get the foot out without removing the trap from the exca-
vation, or taking time out to whittle sway the t-ough bamboo prongse
The more ons tugged and struggled to extricate the foot, the more
the sharpensd sticks would gouge the flesh. These were known
throughout the Division as Jap-traps, end were highly regarded.
While they were responsible for e fow Jap casualties during thse
attack sgainst our beach positions, their use was not sufficient-
<1y wide-spread to effest eny considerable results. It did, how-
ever, make the Jap wary of moving rapidly om foot in these sreas
and did pin & few of them down for our riflemen.

Hand grenades were not available, but bamboo nglin. furnished

the material for improvisation. A half-stiock of dynamite, a por-
m;im oap and short piece of fure fitted mmugly into a bamboo

tube made up our grenades. But lack of matches or an sdeguate
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supply of dry punk or long-burning cigars added to the tropical
dampness to render this instrument of doubtful value. It had no
fragmentation effect, depending entirely on concussion for its
efficaoy. But each of our soldiers was armed with four of these
gadgets and a more liberal supply was cached at the automatic |,
weapons positions.

A beautiful specimen of loéally-manufactured hand grenade
had been éent down to us for test. It conformed in mppearence to
our regular military grenade except that it was at least‘three
times as large. It packed a terrific wallop. There were only

two feults with it. These wero its size, which procluded the
small Filipino from throwing it far enough away from himself to
exoape being killed by the blast; and even had this been correcte
ible there was still the inability to manufecture in quantity
sufficient to arm even a small percentage of the troops.

I am reminded at this point of my first mseting with Colonel
Frissell. He came into my area and introduced himself, presente
ing me with a bottle of pale, orange-colored liquid, the labed of
which bore several Chinese heiroglyphics. Frissoll.asau§ed me
that it was excellent orange wine and that I would find it a
veritsble neoctar. In spit& of the fact that it resembled noth-
ing so much as a bbdttle of pop I was pleased by the implied
promise, and gratefully acknowledged his thoughtfulness. Then
the purpose of his visit rapidly materialized.

Ho had learned on good authority, so he said, that I had

a supply - and the only supply in the southern islands - of several




hundred real, honest-to-Gawd hand grenades end he felt that it
would be extremsly inconsiderate of me if I didn't "divvy-up”. Ko
amount of protestation convinced Frissell that I didn*t have oaves
of grenades hidden away. 1 don't think he believes it to this day.
The fact is, if he had seen any grenades in ths Philippines ho hed
seen more of them than I had,

He didn't get any grenades, and I kept the wine «~ which turn-
od out to be as innoocuous as the myth of the grenades.

¥olotov cocktails were wade from bottles £1l1led with gasoline
and wrapped witk a rag which ocould be Qoalmd with gasoline and
ignited at the time of use. This was supposed to be sffective
azainst modern tanks, by covering the tank with flames and thershy

roasting the occupants. Anyway it was & bi‘tﬁf’ét a morsle factor.

We oven had five-gallon demijohns filled yiih gasoline and tied
with the rags to dump on the tanks from {:ho steep walls along the
serpentine Sayre Highway where it clsngfbed tottously to the Bukidnon
plainse  ;_ ,

The bridges in the erea were pﬁpu-ed for demolition with
heavy charges of _hucd dynemite fixéd to the oritical members of
the bridge. Drums of Diesel fuel w+ro placed at each end of the
tridges and a demolition guard attt%,oned at each bridge to prevent
sabotage of the explosive and munviiary. This guerd was also
charged with demolishing the atructu’in at a specific prearranged
signal or om a direct order from the regimental owa or dele-

geted staff offiocer. For the most Wt the destruction of thess

|
|
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bridges eould only impede ths lateral movement of the enemy in the
beach areas and could not seriously hamper his frontal thrustv
against our positions,

Exnlosive chargzes had been previously placed along the steep
climb of the Sayre Highway from Tinao to the plain. Thsse demol=-
itions were designed to blast out sectioms Sf the road where 1t
olung to the canyon walls and where it offered the greatest diffie
culty for bridging or reconstruction.

¥hon this portion of the road was included in the sector of
the 61st Pield Artillery, a thorough inspection of the demolitions
wag instituted. This inspection revealed rotten fuzes and a
completely erronecus concept of effective demolitions. Charges had
generally been placed where their intended destruction would have
been ineffectual and in every cese the amount of explosive was
pitifully inadequate,

In this ares the Sayre Highway was THE artery of traffio to
the interior. If this road were dsnied to the enemy he would be
foreced to negotiate the rugged trails and canyons erd expose hime
gslf to embuscade and guerrilla tectics. The necessity of insur-
ing sdequate measures to deny the enemy access to the plains via
thie route was apparent., It was the oritical poinb and without
doubt would form the foous of ths Jap invasion in the Hhcajglar
areae

Three points wers selected which, if blown out, promised to

create an effective barrier to Jap progress along the Sayre
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Highwaye. The two lower of these proposed to eliminate a size~
able seotion of the road where it clung to the side of a cliff
and could not be by-passed without major engineering operationse
The third proposed to eliminste a knife-edge section of the roede
Eech end of the kmife-edge continued between precipitous cliffse
This location was determined to be the principal Qsmolition. It
would require the enemy to resort to extensive bridging operations
and could be effectively covered by our machine-guns from wellw
esmouflaged positions,

Work on the principal demolition was undertaken immediately.
The general scheme of preparation was to cut down to more precip-
itous slopes each side of the narrow link; to bore several trang-
verss tummels well below the road surface to receive the charges
and to join the charges for simultaneous explosive effect. Some=-
thing over 200 cases of dynamite and several ons-hundred pound
avization demolition bombs were tamped into ths tunnels and wired
for detonation by electrical moeans.

Two demolition experts from the 440th Ordnance Company (Bomb)
wers procured by Division and attached to the 61lst F, A, for gener-
al supsrvision of the project. (Falter N, Alexander, Pfc., Ord,
and Alton L. Arnold, Pfc., Ords) These men merit much praiss for
their knowledge, diligenoce and devotion to duty and rendered
comnsndadle service toward the success of the operation. labor was
furnished by the 8lst Field Artillery initially, but later highway

construstion zangs wers placed on ths work in a night and day raoce
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sgainst time to camplete the installation prior to the imminent
jnvasione Only a matter of deys lay bstween the completion of the
project and the arrivil of the Mip. The road-bed at this point had
been so narrowed as to restrict traffio to one way at a time., Mache
jne zuns located to the south-east and to the west effectively cover-
ed the mined area to discourage and impeds bridging efforts by Jap
engineorse |

Heithor tims, labér nor explosives were available to canpleta
the other two projected ninéso |

fhis was the period of continuous efforts to improve discipe
line, training and morale; to psrfect organization and supply, te
spot and correct weakness in our defenges within the means and
materials at our disposale This was the period during which we
prayed hardest for the miracle of qualified American officers in
ell wmits down to battery level. Leadership generslly was unsatis=
faotory and depsnded on natural aptitude and inclinations Some of
nr_y; Filipino officers had qualities of leadership to a marked degree
and their courage and devotion to cause was unquestionable. The
others nesded much more training and eicperience to determine their
true leadership valuese.

Continuous inspections, reconnaissances and surveys were
mandatory to maintain a state of readiness and alertness.

During a routine night inspection of beach defenses, including
the slertness of our outposts, Lt. Col. “Buck” lewis and I hed

just left a <30 caliber machine gun position and were walking




alonz the beach in the deep shadows of the coconut palms. Sudden-
1y I noticed that I was alone. Then from my left rear came a dry,
scuffling sound, accompanied by a subdued epithet. Then a lusty
*Damn my soul I* and “Heyl Colonel Tarkl Help pry me out of this
goddem foxhole I"
Buck wa3 & big man «=- six feet one and 180 pounds when he m

esting regularly -- and he had stepped squarely into a fox-hols
des.izned'for the small Filipino soldiere.

These fox-holes were revetted by gabions of woven bamboo
strins, to prevent cave-ins. A Filipino soldier, hearing the
commotion, came to investigate ard with his help we were able,
after a few minutes struggle, to extricate Lewis. But the gabiom
came with him end had to be peeled off after we hoisted him to the

surfaoe $

Phe next morning Buck was nursing a ruffled spirit and some
rather painful abrasions es a result of his experience and was
not in hig usual mood for the "ribbing® which followed the exagg-
erated version of his attempt to disappear into a hole in order to
get a little rest — believing that what any Pilipino could do, he
could 4o hettere.

Tis sombre mood dissipated quickly with the arrival of Captain
Prige whom we hadn't seen since he left us on the ninth of January,
and his irrepressible spontaneity completely reasserted itsolf when
Price dramaticelly produced a bottle of spiritus frumenti and a

carton of real tailor-made American eigarettes. This was an




impressive feat of legerdemain. We hadn't smelled an alcoholie

cork or smoked anything short of atomic-powered native tobacco

.since we arrived on Mindanao. It was great to have Price with

us again, for we had missed him more that we would admit. He
was a thousand times endeared to us by this princely offering
which, he told us, was wangled from the skipper of the sub that
had put :'mto Pareng from Australia on the litix, with badly
neoded ammunition for Mindenao.

His arrival was doubly apropos since it furnished the in-
gredients for a little celebration in honor of Wollman's recent
appointment as a 2nd lieutenant, A.U.S. 50 Lewis, Wald, Price,
Wollman end myself, through the haze of mild aromatic tobacoo
smoke and carefully treasured drinks of good liquor, summed up

once more the general outlook of the Pacific war.

Price left us the next morning and we were back against

reality again with our daily concerns.

Liaison between front line commenders was maintained by fre-
quent visitas to disocuss problems common to the ares, means of im-

proving dispositions and ways of providing better mutual support.

I remember on one cocasion making a hurried trip to consult
Woodbridge about a matter that sesmed urgent at the time, and
finding only a corporal on duty at his headquarters. BHe j@oﬂ
to attention and saluted in the best tradition of the Philippine 7
Army.

"Colonel Woodbridge not here?” I demsnded. I should have
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knomn bstter,

*Yos, Ser", was the reply.

*Shere is hel®™ I asked,

*But he is not here, Seri'.

I had made the mistake of phrasing a question in a negative,
gense, Since I had stated in my question that Colonel Woodw
bridge was not there, the aoidie:{ was in ﬁllll agreement and had
answered grammatically, "Yes, Ser, he is not here”.

"Do you know whers I may £ind Colonel Woodbridget™ 1
queried further,

*But, Ser, he is out removing his bowels™, was the serious
ansgwors

This gave me one of the deepest laughs I had enjoyed since
arriving in the Islands. It was difficult to stifle it so as not

" to offend ths serious and courteous soldier.

This 1ittle bit of FMilipino English had brought instently
to my mind a piloture of good old Yoody indulging in the time-
honored Japanese oustom of hari-kiri., But before long there was
Woodbridgs, his usual jovial self and ippnrently none the worse
for this implied ordeél.

It was on this visit that Johnny pointed out on a gentral
bulletin his standing offer of five pesos for every Jap skin
brought in in good condition. “For my Jap-skin rug” he added
facsticusly.

Johnny Woodbridge enjoyed humor and was an accamplished story
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teller, in addition to being a thoughtful and thoroughly capable
officer.

A bit of humor and a bit of a laugh now and then was a real
antidote for the dppressing flow of news of our reverses and the
sucocesses of the enemy. It relieved the temsion of waiting, with
the ocean in our laps, for the local fight that was inevitable,
Aotion would bring welcome relief to fagged brains, weary muscles,

pent~up emotions and strained nerves.

And now the radio brought the dire news of the Bahu Pahat
retreat of the British dowm fhe Malay Peninsula which ended with
the fall of Singapore.v Singapore, which by legend was the invin—,
oible fortress in the minds and hopel.or manys

Singapore, guardian of the Straits, with her guns pointing
hogelessly and futilely to sea; and the jungle-trained and ex-
perienced Jap warrlors opposed by British soldiery, brave enough
but still swaddled in the wraps of formal parade~ground training
and the niceties of administration. |

It was e tragic incident in the life of the British Bmpire,
It was a tragic and discouraging event for Allied forces through-
out the Pacifioc area to realize that more seasoned Nip troops
would now be released for efforts elsewhere in the steady march
of the Emperor's forces to the South.

It is certain that no one is prepared to atate that 8inge-
pore could have withstood the onsitught of the vistory-glutted

Jap if the British soliery had been adequately trained and

197




accustomed to jungle warfare. Discussion of this disaster with
many of the surviving défenders leaves no room for doubt as to
their courage and resourcefulness. The blame cannot attach to
an individual or individuals, but to an unrealistic system of
training for combat. ‘

The retreat of the Malayan Forces from Bahu Pahat had cul-
minated in their withdrawal over the half-mile causeway onto the
island of Singapore. On 31 January the Battle of Malaya ended
and the Battle of ‘Singapore began,

As to the defense of Singapore, information not intended to
be critical or condemmatory is presented herewith for its histor-
ical value and to focus attentlon primarily on a_condition of un-
preparedness which existed generally in all nations except those
who applied the torch that set off the second world conflagration.

General Sir Archibald Percival Wavell, Supreme Commander of
ABDACOM, combined American British, Dutch and Australian Forces,
had left Singapore after a conference with the Malaya Commander,
Lt. General Sir Arthur Ernest Percival. On Friday, 6 February,
with General Wavell enroute to his headquarters in Java; the Ma-

laya Commander issued his message of encouragement to the troops:

"We will hold Singapore! There is no gquestion about

it. Just because we do not see so many of our air-

craft overhead and large naval vessels about, it does

not mean the air force and navy have abandoned Singa-
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pore.- They have gone to places whence they can bomb

the Japanese bases Just as effectively and build up

A 4

our naval strength.f'

By the eighth Singapore had been subjected to increased air
attacké and reinforcing Jap columns ferried from the peninsula
were rapidly developing their offense from the vulnerable land
side of the fortress,:

Under date of 10 Pebruary, General Percival received the

‘following letter from General Wavell:

"It is certain tnat the troops in Singapore

Island heavily outnumber any Japanese who have in-

vaded the Straits. We must destroy them. Our

whole fighting reputation is at stake and the honor

of the British Emplre.

"The Americans still hold out in the Bataan

Peninsula apgainst far heavier odds. The Russians

are turning back the picked strength of the Germans.

The Chinese with almost complete lack of modern -

equipment have held the greater part of their coun-

iry against the full strength of the Japanese for

four and a half years.

"It will be disgraceful if we yield our boasted

fortress to inferior enemy forces. There must be no




thought of sparing the troops or civil population,

and no mercy must be shown in any shape or form.

Comusnders and senior officers must lead their troops

and if necessary die with them. There must be no ques-

tion or thought of surrender. Every unit must fight it

out to the end in close contact with the enemy. Please

see that the above is brought to the notice of your

senior officers and by them to the troops, I look to

you and your men to fight to the end and prove that the

fighting spirit that won our Empire still exists to en-

nSingapore 10 Feb. 429

*
vp. P, Wavell, General."

By the fifteenth the Jap had gained a foothold within the fort-
ress and was subjecting its defenders to increased devastating air
attacks. On 15 February 1942, Percival issued this directive to his

command s

»Immediate. nGgn Ops, 15 Feb 42.

"It has been necessary to give up the struggle but

I want the reasons explained to all ranks. The forward

troops continue to hold their ground but the essentials

. .
This quotation is believed to be reasonahly accurate. Any inaccur-
acies are attributable to the illegibility of a war-damaged document.
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of war have run short. In a few days we shall have

.«. nelther petrol or food. Many types of ammunition are

short and the water supply upon which.the vast civil

population are dependent threatens to fail. The sit- -

uation has been brought about partly by our being

driven off our dumps and partly by hostile air and

artillery action. Without these sinews of war we

cannot fight on. I thank all ranks for their efforts

throughout the campaien,."

"A. E. Percival,
Lt. Gen'l., Gen'l. Off., Comdg. Malaya Command."

L : The finale on the drama of the Singapore action elicited

these remarks from Winston Churchill on 17 February:

%I have also been asked whether I will make

4 a statement about the fall of Singapore. This ex~

tremely grave event was not unexpected and its poss-

ibility was comprised within the écope of the argu-

ment which I submitted to the House on the occasion

of the vote of confidence three weeks ago.”

The Prime Minister is also alleged to have made the follow-

. B ing remarks in speaking before the House of Commons with refer-

ence to the Singapore surrender:
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"1 regret to have to give you the deplorable

news of the fall of Singapore and the loss of Malaya

to the Empire. The present is noitime for recrimina-

tions and no Moée can E_e_ served in the public wash-

ing of dirty linen at this time. I pledze my Word to

the nation, however, that when the war _‘1__s_ over, due

punishment will be meted out to those responsible for

the loss. For this I meke n'yselrbpersonauy réspmiblo;'

The above, while not offered as a verbatim statement, was
purported to be a rossonably accurste paraphresse of & radio
broadoast by MNr. Chnrchilll over British Brosdcasting Company
facilitiss, according to a member of the Malays Force, who

personally gave it to the author in a Japaness Prisoner of

War camp.
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CHAPTER X

For soms time Gensral Chynowsth hed not been satisfied with
the progress of the *Baus Au” program. Sinos the convaleseent
hospital was now quite well-organized and running smoothly, the
General called Major Deter away from his medical work temporsr-
ily and detsiled him as the dynamo for the supply situatiom.
Attacking this assignment with the same zealous diligence which
characterized all his activities, Deter soon had built up a
1ittle eivilian organization to assist with this job, inoluding
old Pop Heise and a Swiss member of the commumity, who wers
invalusble. In a very short tims supplies wers moving back into
the mourntains at a much more rapid rate.

The first objeotive of "Baus Au" was a six month's supply
of food in the hills. Rice was the primary requirement since |
this is the main artiole of diet for the Filipino lpld:ltr. but
polished rioe cannot be kept far t}:h long a pericd, henoe it
was necessary to store palay, or unhusked rice. This im tum
required moving up into the hills a few small, portadle mills
necessary to husk or polish the rice. A large supply ef canmned
goods had been procured from the rapidly diminishing stocks ca
the Island; a new figh carnery was started up on ths nertheast~
orn coast, and a contract made with Mr. iodg'q-, nlnriundn

owned a large rsnch, for five thousand head of cattlee
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Scmetimes the men complained i:ittcrly that it was not going
to sound very heroic when they had to tell their children that all
they did in the war was to haul foodA back into the mountains, but
Chynowsth was determined that no shortage of food should restrist
operstions sgainst the invaders here as it was even fhon’cm'Butnn.-
and as it d1d on some of the other islands later.

One of the minor ﬁrobhﬁu which beset us all at this time was
the shortage of tobasco. All forms of ninufaotnrod'fobacco were
1ciug aince oxhausted, The raw, native tobacco available looally
was lstbal to ;Sah“tu- aoccustomed to more mellow blends. In dese
peration, Gensral Chynoweth concocted a mixture of his own, com=
pond largely of corn silk and corn leaves cut up with & little
of the mative tobacco for flavor, plus a touch of licorice and
with part of & bottle of cognao sprinkled over the misture. He
thought it not too bad. Certainly more inmocucus ~= and innoxious -
than the native weed. Omminginhilnipuhutﬁoottcred |
Christie ome of these smokes. The Chief of Steff had little more
thsn lighted his cigarette, however, when he suddenly "recalled”
an urgent matter which mouitntod,ht'l return to ht'gdqutera at
onoe. Perhaps it was Chynoweth's imagination that Christie eoyed
hin oontsmplatively for several days thereafter ~~ anyway he de-
clined all subsequent proffers of cigarettes.

On 4 Msroh Chynowsth received a rediogram from USAFFE advis-
sng him of the division of the Vissysn-Mindanso Fores into two

separate commands, and assigning him as commanding officer of the
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Vissyen Force, with headquarters an Cebu. He was also informed
that a sultable steff would be made available from officers in
Luzon who would shortly be sent down. Although this sssigmment
repressnted a promotion since the Visaysn Force was comparabls to
a Corps, instead of 2 Division, which he had been commanding ,
Chyncweth was not at all pleased with the order. After months of
effort the organization on Panay was just beginning to show some
possibility of o.ffeetively carrying on for the duration of the
ware Ths first six month's supply of food was just being com-
pleted in the hill masses; the gnmnh training classes nro
showing marked progress and the island was welleguited to guerr-
31la warfere. Cebu, on the other hand, is a long, marrow island,
very thickly populated, hesvily cultivated and with very 1little
jungle or woodlands which ere essential to guerrilla operations.
The order meant that instead of carrying out his long~planned
Robin Hood existence in the mountains of Pamy, Chynoweth must
now go to a much less suitable regiom, with correspondingly less
chanes of remaining in operation for any considerable periqd.
However, there was nothing to do but goe

The staff which had besn promised failed to materialize,
which wes not difficult to understand, unless the men were to be
sent by submarine. dJapanese opeuti@ throughout the Southera
3slends had recently been intcmiﬁd. cruiuﬁ and destroysrs
were rumerous in the surrounding waters, and Cebu, purtlc"uhtl.y.

was beginning to be sub jested to a virtml blockade. Various
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points on the island had besn shelled and the intense air activity
indicated a probable invasion of Cebu at & not too distant date.

By fifteen March, General Chynoweth had decided that it was
impossible to wait longer for the staff from Luzon, and took off
soon after dusk in a small tug, sccampanied by Major Deter and lt. _

Gardon Bensen, his aide, who with Capt. Tom Powsll, Jr., his
Division Engineer and devoted friend, would form the nucleus of
the new staff on Cebu. Powsll was to Join them in a few days after
completing some last minute details on his sir field organizationse
Christie, having been promoted to Brigadier General by Chynoweth,
would remain in cammand on Panay, with Fliniau, Mclennan, Velards
and the rests

As tha goodbyes wers being said young Peralta was overheard
sursuring to cms of his friends, "Well, I omly hope the Japs don't
piok him up on the way over I"

There seemed to be & very good chanse that they would. The
crossing to Negros was made without misadventurs, however, and
they weres met at Pulapandsn by Colanel Hilsman, who was then in
command on Regrose v

Hilsmen was mush perturbed and sppesled to Chynoweth for
assistances President Quozon wes on Negros: Hs had never gottem
beyond this island. Bes was calling m_mhm.n day and night for
one thimg after another, and the constant pressure was begiming
to be a majer problems

Chynoweth adviged Hilsman to tell Queson frankly that he

(Mep #2)
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must leave for the South, This Hilsman was extremely reluctant
to do, fearing that it might antagonize the volatile Filipino, and
implored Chynoweth to issue the ultimatum.

The hours of darknes§ within which the General must reach
Cebu were passing rapidly., There was no time for palavering with
presidents tonight. But Chynoweth promised that he would radio
Quezon from Cebu the next morning. |

Then it developed that the‘ President was also planning to
go to Cebus He was having a house prepared there and expected to

leave in a day or so, His ship, the Pi'incees of Negros, was even

taen ir the harbor at San Carlos awaiting his pleasure. Hllsman
was greatly perturbed lest the Japs should piek Quezon up in
Tanon Strait, end he, Hilsman, would be personally responsible for
(Map # 11)

letting {uezon goe

Chynoweth assured Hilsman that he would back him up, and .
again promised to radio the President from Cebu the following
morninge Then the General and Deter sped on arcund the northern
tip of Negros to the port of San Carlos, from which a small
motor ferry operated every night scross the twenty-odd miles of
chamnel to Toledo, Cebu. This was the stretch of water in which
the Japanese warcraft which had been ciroling Cebu for days were
concentratinge

Shortly after pushing off from San Carlos the skipper of the

little boat stopped the motor and rushed out in the bow to stare

frenziedly off into the blackness. The suspense was agonizinge
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Hothing materialized, however, and after an interval the motor was
started again.

About midway across the strait mmerous lights begen to
twinkle up and down the channel, in all directions. Deter queste=
ioned the skipper as to their probable meaning, and he replied,
somewhat shakily, "They are feesherman, Ser —= I theenk "

Some of them seemed a bit out-sized Yor fishermen, to Chy-
noweth, and evidently the skipper was of the same opinion, as he
altered his course to give the nearest as wide a berth as possible,.
It was not a comforteble situation. Chynoweth looked at Deter,
who grinned and shrugged his shoulders == and with one accord
they stretched out on a bench, pulled up a blanket, and went to
sleepe

Dawn was touching the wave. a. _Lus little boat tied up at
the Toledo pier. Nothing had happened -~ yet, |

Captain Bill Miner awaited them on the dock, a silent,
sol;mnnlooking youngster, but a very able officer. As their car
wound higher and higher up the mountein which parallels the coast
shellfire sounded in the harbor below theme. A Japanese destroyer
had come in end was shelling installationc on the docks and in
the harbor area.

They were safe by a margin of perhaps twenty minutes.

The little ferry boet was captured and towed eway; after which
the destroyer re-crossed the Strait, shelled San Carlos and cap-

tured the Princess, which was still walting for Quegone

[ge]
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“uring the drive across the island to the city‘ot Cebu where
Colonel Seudder, the Islend Commander, had his headquarters, Gen-
efal Chynoweth studied his surroundings closely, estimating the
suitability of the island for guerrilla sctivities, and the more
he sew the less he liked it, In this srea, at least, all wood=
lands had been cleared'to rake way for cornfields and other cropse
Every possible inch was under cultivation, yet the people did not
eppear to be too well fed. Fopulation was much more dense on this
island than on Panaye

There was & great‘deal of heavy concrete emplacement work on
the read itself, and many heavy tank obstacles had been constructe
ed, but it sesmed to be quite obvious that these could be avoided
without great diffioulty. Apparently sny enemy mechanized advanos
from the west coast would be made without serious impediment, ex=-
cept for a few spots along the crest of the mountein range where
demolitions of bridges could cause delayse

Arriving in Cebu City the General found Colonel Scudder
jntemsely occuplied issuing orders to his various units concerning
enemy astivities taking place at that mament on the island. An
enemy landing hed been attempted on the northeast coast at Danao (Map #2)
and Lt, Commnder Barron, a Naval officer functioning uith.thn
Army, had been killed in the action. A second landing had been
reported on the south coast, but this later proved to be a false
alarme Intense air activity over the islend, however, especielly

of photo=-reconnalssance planes, indicated further assaults to be
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{imminent.

Cebu was definitely too hot a spot for the President, and
Chynoweth hastily dispatched to Hilsman, for delivery to Quezon,
an wrgent mesaage informing him of the general situation and ade
vising him by all meens to proceed without delay to Mindanao.
Mindful of his own narrow escape from Japanese naval craft, Chye
noweth sugpested that Quezon fly to Mindanso, since the Jeps were
in control of the waterse

The President, upon receiving this messege, flew into one of
his femous rages. He was born to command, not to follow! He
would teke orders from no one!d

Revertheless, the urgency and obvious sincerity of General
Chynoweth's concern convinced the Presidert of the necessity for
his departure. Unfortunately, rlar: having besn already perfected
by the high command to evacuate the @zm party by PT boat,
General Chynoweth's statement concerning Japanese surface craft
caussed some confusion, whioh increased Qt;azon'a irritation,

Two nights later Colonel Soriano, of Quezon's staff, met
Lt. Bulkeley's PT boat in the midnight darkness at Dumagueite
with the disturbing news that a radiogram had just been received
from General Wainwright ordering the trip canselled due to the
heavy comoentration of Japanese warcraft in the vicinity. However,
Soriano believed that the President might consider it wiser to
take his chansces of interception on the trip than remain on Negros,

where ths obvious ocertainty of ocapture was only a question of times

(Map #2)
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Soriano suggested that Bulkeley talk it over with Quezon, who was
staying with friends some 45 kilometers up the coaste
" It was apparent that Taimwright's order had disturbed the

Prosident greatly. He was now between two fires.: But after con=-
siderable discussion of the matter he reluctantly cbnclud;d to
disregard Tainwright's order and procesd with the trip as plannede

Then & debate began, which soon grew quite heated, as to the
amount of baggage which would acoompany the party. The matter
was finally settled vhen Bulkeley remarked acidly that his IT boat
was not the Queen Mary!l

Shortly before three AM the little ship beering His Excelle
ency and seventeen members of his family aund staff pushed off
into a black and wind-whipped sea, for Cageyan. Tempestous waves
flung the small craft about viciously, and in a very short time
the distingulshed passengers all beceme quite ill. So much so
that the President directed Bulkeley to change course and make
for the nearest port on the Island of Mindanso, and "the hell
with the prearranged schecduls”e

Dawn found them, sleepless and exhausted, at Oroquieta on the (Map 4#3)
western ghore of Iligen Bay. The thunder of the PI's motora having
roused the water=front, inquisitive as children the natives came
flocking -=- a5 soon as they had satisfied themsalveg that the
visitors were friendly! When the identity of the passengers was
discovered there was great excitement, and the owners of the few

good passenger cars still svailable vied with each other for the



privilsge of transporting His Exoellency to Dansalan, Lanao.
Diotrich's Imm at Dansalan was an excellent hotel and the
greatly-fatigued Fresident plamned to spend a day or so regting
and recuperating before continuing the journey to Del llonte, from
which planes were to transport the party to Australia and safetys
Apprised of the approach of the presidential part&. General
Fort, camranding the Laneo seotor, met the dignitaries near
Kolambugen with a guard of honor and escorted them into the city.
General Sharp, at Del ionte, als;) notified of the arrival of the .
President, advised Quezon that when he was ready to continue his

trip a safeguard would be provided elong the route to Del Liontee

Back on Cebu, General Chynowsth found that little preparatiom
had been made for guerrilla warfere. Near kilometsr Post 32 on
the Talizay-Toledo Road sevcral storage huts had been el;ected
large enough to contain a six-months' suppiy of foodstuffs, bub
m had been cached in the mountsins with the exception of a
few small stores in the vicinity of Camp X,
| Camp X was an ol_d Bureau of Forestry installation situated
at the top of the mountain pass across the backbone of the islande

The command post was located in a very deep hollow immediately

alongside the road, while various other dugouts benesath the neardy.

hills ware intended for the storage of food and other suppliese
This area could not have been defended by the forces available om

the island for more than two or three days, at the outside, end
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they then would have been cut off from retreat inmto the forested
area of the Balamban Mountains. This was a national forest reserve,
and the only spot on the island suitable for guerrilla operations.
This plan had been inherited by Scudder from the preceding command-
er and was not primarily his brain child.

The more Chynoweth studied the mountain situation the more
perturbed he became. There were only two solutions. Either the
troops could make an heroic attack on the Japanese landing and
fight and die on the beach - wﬁich, judging by the character of
the troops available and the paucity of equipment, would last perw
haps at best a few dsys; or a valianmt effort could be made with
available means to comply with MacArthur‘'s directive which had
indicated that what he wanted was not the Spartan death, but the
maintenance of American-Filipino resistance as long as possible,
on each island. This, in order to facilitate the ultimate prepare
ations for relief of the islands by incoming American forces.

Actuslly the existing dicpositions om Cebu vex;e such that
neither plan could be effectively carried out. The troops were
dispersed over a wide area some 15 to 20 miles long on the east
coast, with small forces scattered along the west coast, some 20
miles away, nons within mutual supporting distance. Troops wers
pinned to areas in sccordance with established area dumps of food
supplies and movement further curtailed by the serious shortage
of transportation. Under these circumstances it would have beem

virtually impossible to fight any one fixed engagement. Few, if
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any, of the troops could form a junction at Camp X, which had been
specified as the ultimate defensive position. Those who did would
be unable to maintain a defense of the area with any appreciable
sUCCes8.

It would never be poseible to organize Cebu for guerrilla
activities as well a2s Panay had been, but Chynoweth began at onoe
to make such preparations as were practieable,

In the pier bodegas in Cebu City were scme ten thousand tons
of food supplies, as well as a considereble supply of ammunition,
which had come up from Australia, intonded for Bataan. There was
no possibility of getting ships through at this time. These
supplies vere under the jurisdiotion of the quartermaster, Colenel
John I, Cook, who was not subject to General Chynoweth's command
but operated with direot responsibility to Corregidor. Heverthe-
less, Chynoweth direscted Cook, &s a tactical measure, tb start at
once with all the transportation he could gather, to move the food
md. ammunition back into the mountains, where it could be hiddem
and available for use, under eny situation. Cook repliec that
these itams would, in theory, remain under his contrepl, but that he
would oarry out the General's orders.

Chynoweth's plan here would be as nearly like thut on Famay
as tho topography of the islend would permit. The f0od end ammuni-
tion would be secreted in many small, scattered caches, higa in
the moumtains, so that a certain percentage of supplies would be

availablo under almost any circumstances.
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The main handicap, again, was lack of time. It had taken many
months to accomplish the objective on Panay. Here it appeared
that there would be only a few weeks ~ possibly days - before
the Jays launched the invasion.

"In that case", mused Chynoweth to himself, "we'!ll last
about fifteen minutes on some dam! beach, and it'1l all be over!in

For the moment, due to the extremely limited and fixed com-
munications set-up, as well as the dominant food situation, no
improvements in troop dispositions were possible. Permission
was therefore secured by radio from Corregidor to bring Colonel
Arthur J. Grimes over from Bohol, with his battalion, to plug a
vital gap on the Toledo road just west of Camp X. In the event
of an enemy landing on the west coast this would provide a pivot
of maneuver which would enable troops in the area to retreat in-
to the mountains without being cut off.

The most intensive troop training possible in guerrilla
methods and tactics was instituted, and some progress made,
Ultimately a small amount of telephone wire was acquired, per-
mitting certain improvements in the communications system, in
addition to the establishment of an alternate command post on
a hilltop some three-quarters of a mile northwest of Camp X,
in a much sounder tactical position.

During this period Japanese air reconnaissance over Cebu

had been stepped up. One afternoon an observation plane made a
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crach=landing juat off the beach nsar the observation post at San
Férnando. A banca was dispatched to search the area for documents
and survivorse ¥o trace of the pilot was found but the appareatly
uninjured observer was pickad !;Ip and brought ashore where he was
placed under zuard and escorted to Headquarters in Cebu City. Due
precautions were observed to prevent him from carrying out his

intention, announced to Sgt. deVera, the interpreter, of committ-

. ing hariekiri.

The crash had been observed by an enemy cruiser and two des-
troyers which were operating rather close ine-shore at the timse,
preparatory to firing on nearby targets. Abandoning their objec.
tive, the ships steamed rapidly to the scene of tho erash, landing

some 200 troops on the beach just north of San Fernandoe

“hen word of the landing was received at Headquarters, ajor
Ernest Ve Jordan, Visayan Force Operations Officer, with a batta-
1ion of the S2nd Infantry wes ordered to San Fernando at once to
repel the iuvaders. By the time Major Jordan arrived with his
troops, however, the enemy had withdrawn.

During the next few days Jap planes dropped pamphlets over
Cebu and along the sastern coast of Negros, offering "suitable
rewards for information” concerning the fallen airman and "his
surrender to the Japanese Imperial Navy on the beach at San
Pernando”.

The priscmer, who gave his name ss Yoshuds, had at first pro=

Pesged neither to speak nor understand English and although at a
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later date he did both, little information of value was ever ob=

tained from him. Hig renk was never ascertained but from the

' strenuous and protracted efforts of the Japanese to obtain inform-

ation regarding him it was believed that he must be someone of
importance in Japan.

At the time Chynoweth and Deter had arrived an Cebu there was
no fi.old hospital in oxiztence and no medical personnel available
to sta.ff on‘. The Medioal Batta.lion repaining on Cebu was utilige
ing tha f_@::ilitiet of the Southern Islands Hospital in Cebu City,
and had established secondary facilitiss at Uhling, Adloen and
kﬂmtor Post 19, UBith his charaoteristic energy, ¥ajor Deter
had pronptly gone to work to dig up volunteer murses and others
who wqre qn,aliﬁed. and with the help of the local public hsalth
offtm, Captain Floyd Hawks, orgeanized a field hospital on a
hill not far from Camp X. Meriting special recognition in
connectian‘with this hospital iz Charlotte Martin, wif, of Capte
ain C, John Martin, whose exceptional ability and unoea,ling
efforts voi'o of inestimable value.

Meanwhile, Captain Tom Powell, Jr., Chynoweth's engineer
officer, had completed his airfield installations on Patmy and
arrived in Cebu whers he began immediately checking dons?ntion-

plans, Mr. Cushing, who General Chynoweth says was on O‘L par with

Peralta for daring, energy and aggressiveness, and ifr. _:"'Yictor Panis,

who had volunteered his services st the outbreak of walk'. had Vdono
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an outstending job. Ably assisted by other loyal Americanse avery
step had been taken, as far as could be forsseen, to ensure the
utmost damage to all military objectives and installations which
the Jauenese mizht otherwise capture in the event of a landing.

bhynov.'eth was greatly pleased to have Tom with him egain. HNet
only wes the youngster an excellent engineer, he possessed a stimme
lating and congenial personality and Chynoweth had grown to admire
and depend on him during the previous dark months on Paray.

Or 30 March word was received from Corregﬁdor that the Navy
would, within a few deys, begin ; transfer of supplies from Cebu
to Corregidor by submerine and Chynowath was directed to make the
necessary arrangementse The plan was for the submarines to surface
a8 close inskore as practicable, unload their torpedoes, take on
the food end medicines and make a run for the Rock. At best it
was an exoeelingly hmesrdons maneuver and everyone concerned wag
very aaxioug about -it,

The first submarine, cerrying arproximately forty tons of
supplies, arrived at Corregidor the nirht of 8 April, the secomd
the night of 9 April, one jump ahead of the devil. Both esceped
safely due largely, perhaps, to the fact that Japanese attentiom
was focused on the white flag of prostrate Bataen on that tregle
9 April, |

The rext morning the Jeps launched the invasion of Cebu,

* Messrs Nerchant, Kitohen, Bale, Garretson and Dr. Marsden, 218



