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'CHAPTER VII

In eomplisnce with General MacArthur's instructions, com~
timous efforts had been made to establish radio. contact with
ths United States Forces in Ansfralio., but without success. -
Gensral Sharp wished to send one ‘of his staff officers to ef-
fect this lisisom, but Genersl Brereton had moved his few re-
meining B-1Te; on’Christmas Eve, to bases in the Netherlands
Indies end Australia, and sc fer as was known thers were no
more planes in the Philippines onpnbio of making this 2000~
mile flight.

Di.l:lgent searching finally brought to light one jaded and
prostrate B-18 at Del Monts. “Rosey" O'Donnell (Major Emmst
O'Dannel, A.C.) listened to the feeble coughing of the two 20—
tors, considered the inadequate fusl tanks, and offered to try
togetthsold hdyintot-houir ance mors. For days he toiled
cmtho infira engines, with willing snd expert unatm. froe
othlr* grounded airmen and nochlnin. The empty bomb-bays mpmhd
mguttmkainthe shaps otﬁnl drunms, hmrmhzharnmby
hnnﬂroesofnuu. Her' gnmhdlmg:inubmmign-dﬂn-
-w- ‘now all other :urplna tqnipmt was rmnd to rurthn

ghmwmu Byls&mhreportodth;t. protiM
noewmberm\unmmw. he belisved she m;
mr cm ot ronnhinz Australis. ‘
, mcnnmumwmomtm-mw.w
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volunteered to underteke this dangsrous mission and that sane
day took off for Darwia with Majer O'Dumnell st the controls.

Major Robinson had been given detailed snd sxplicit im-
structions as to his lisison missioca. ‘The troops ea Luson
were in desperate neod of food, medical supplies and ubi-d.r-
oraft ammnition. In the cﬁutharn’ i’ait’ndl.g the troops mlt
have srms, ammmnition end artillery st loast, if they were te
effectively repel any invesion. Gensral MaoArthur hed re- .
quested that attempts be made to run these supplies through
the Japanese blogkade &s soon ag Was humanly possible.

Goneral Sherp had undsr his control numercus small inter-
$sland ships which wers constantly oparating, with very fon
losses, between all the aouthern islands of tha irchipelage
in spite of the Japanese patrols, by running at night and Rid-
ing by day. The Gemeral believed that the blockade of Lusos
could be successfully run the same way, if the necsssary ascre-
gy were observed. _ |

Captain C. J. ¥artin, of the Cebu Stewvedoring Company, an
expert in Pmlippine shipping operstions, was im direet charge
of these ships, and had the added advantage of knowing most of
the ships' officers, their capabilities and degrees of trust-
worthiness. ,

Aceording to 1;he plan. which Hajor Robinion wag to submit
to the Americen commander in Australis, lsrge ships would bring

{n the nesded supplies to certain designated ports in the
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Philippines. These would bs chosen in aress relatively free of
Japanese air end surface forces. At these painu the eargess
would be trans-shipped to @1, interisland oraft, uﬁidn would
then move, by night, to Batasn snd Corregider. Voluntesr Ameri-
‘can officers were to be on essh boat, plodgid to ses that every
effort was made to sucoessfully run the blockadse, ;nd to souttle
the ship rather than Mt'st to fall iuto ensay hands. Major
Robinson was instructed to oxchange codes and redic freguenciex
with the Auerican Forces in Australis, snd to do sverything pos-
sible to expedite the llupmt of mliu.

¥hen uajor Robinson arrived in Port Derwim he found that

General Brett, commanding the Amrim Porm in Australia sad -

the East Indies, had moved his headquarters Lo Java. ~The flight -

was continued to Badoeng, where General Brett’s headquarters
were adjacent to thoss of General Navell, whe at that time com-
nanded all Allied Forces in that part of the world. '
Smrul canferences took place betweem General Srott md
nJor licbinson, at which General Havell was dao present. The
generals wers surprised to lsarn that nightn to sand from the
Philippimes were still possible, and thought that all of Mindanas
and the Visayas were oceupied by the Jepaness. This was provably
mtom.futmtnzmxm.tuw«w
mmammndmmxmmﬁacoxmlmmu
Thorpe. & G-2 obssrver in Batavias “Jups bave captured Del Moute

sirport om iindenso, and air treffio to the P. . now blooked”.
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Where Colonel Thorpe obtained his erroneous information has not
been determined, but it is believed that the element of doubt
thus cresated may have been responsible for the radiogram sent to
General Sharp from Java: "Identify Robinson™..

The day preceding the evacuation of Manile on 1 Jamuary 1942
the last of the commercial radio stations there was destroyed oa
ordsr of USAFFE.* Thus the only communication betwesen the Ias-
lands and the ocutside world was now by means of ths RCA station
in Cebu City.

On 11 December Colonel Scudder, in Cebu, had sent Major
Ernest V. Jordan aboard a British ship lying dissbled in the har-
bor with instructicns to try to reach the United States on the
ship's radio. Contact was established on that day and transferred
subsequently to the RCA station in ths eity.

Set up on Colonel Scudder's own 1n1tin_tive, without orders,
the existence of this station was unknown to Visayan-Mindanao
Force Headguarters until the receipt of the nmessage from Java.
Colonel Scudder was then asked to explain the eperation of the
facilities, since ths messege had been transmitted via Australis,
Jonolulu end Sen Francisco and the reply must follow the same
channel, The explanation was received without commsnt by Hesad-
quartsrs, and ths station continued in operation without inter-
ruption until a fow hours before snemy troops invaded Cebu ca 10
April.

Major Robinson's identity having been satisfactorily estab-

sOrders issued by Brigedier General Spencer B. ikin, Signal
Officer USAFFB, to.lt. Colonel Theodore T. Teague, Sigmal
0ffiocer rear ochelcon USAFFE, im Msmlla,
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lished, General Brett expressed the desire to essist in every pos-
sible way to get essential supplies through to the Philippines.

He promiged to dispatch a submarine loaded with ammunition at the
earliest possible time; and a schedule of radie codes was pre-
pared for use between Headgquarters in Java and General Sim!'p'l
Headquarters in Mindaneo.

Shortly after Major Robinson reached Java, General Brett reo-
csived a letter from General George Marshall, then Chief of Staff,
in Washington. The letter gquoted a message from General MacArthar
in which he stated that the food situation on Bataan and Corregi-
dor would soon be eoritical, and that every effort must be made to

run the Japanese blockade with food supplies -- that this would

be "the key to his salvation". General Marshall instructed Gener-

al Brett that the utmost sffort must be devoted to the activation
of this program, that intrepid and resourceful men must be put in
charge, and that ten million dollars was immediately aveilable fur
this purpose. There was no limit to the amount which could be
spent — results only were important.

In the oonference which follewed the receipt of this letter,
it was decided that, as spesdily as poasible, ships loaded with
food for Luson would depart from East Indlen or Australian ports
for Kindanso, whers the supplies would be trans-shipped to the
small, interisland vessels avsilable to the Visayan-Y¥indanse
Foros for ths hatardous run to Manila Bay. I{ was also promised

that thoioargo of each ship would include some ammumnition for the
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forces in *indaneo.

The following day, 26 Januery 1942, Major Robinson was flown
back to Yindanao with a flight of B-17s, which also brought in
81,000 rounds of sal. «30 mﬁnition, and on their return to Java
evacuated 34 pilots and other Alr Corps personnel.

General MacArthur was immediately advised of the results of
ia jor Robinson's trip, and ﬁho.t the fleet of interisland ships
were being made ready to run the blookade.

Valentine's Day, 14 February, brought the first fruits of
Hajor Robinson's efforts, when a gubmarine put in at Parang, on
the southwest coast of Mindanso, with a cargo which included, .be-
sldes 800,000 rounds of caliber .30 ammunition, cigarettes end a
fow bottles of whiskey.

1t was hard to tell whether the smmunition of the cigarettes
wers immedistely more welcoms. We would need the smmunition, God
knows, when the Japs came, but the only cigarettes Ie had geem in
months were of rew, native tobacco, wrapped in enything flexible
encugh to roll, and strong enocugh, (as Chynoweth had complained
bitterly) to "knock your head offi"

Advance notice of the submarine's arrival had, of course,
been received by Force Hesdquarters, in order-that the essential
recognition signals could be agreed upon, end cargo barges and
swmmition trucks readied. Also to ensure thet the Air Corps’
porscnnel who were to be evacuated on ths sub's return trip would

be ready and waiting.

Captain Floyd Forte, my unof ficial emissary in Dumaguete,
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who was in charge of these preparations at Parang, sent two radio-
' grams concerning the progress of events tb Force Headquarters. The
| first message, in code, was sent before the arrival of the sub, and

reed as followss

15/Fab/42 Commanding General VMF CPY

Rice® and corn® ready Stop Waiting End

81§nod' Forte

The sesond, after the cargo had bsen unloaded and its compos~
ite parts duly noted, was in eryptic phraseology whose note of
levity was apparently not appreciated at Foroe Headgquartsrss

| ') : Feb 15!42 To Sharp cPY

All well Doctor issued presoription

Signed Forts

This one bears a marginal note "No action - not understocd”.

Five days later the steamer Coast Farmer arrived under cover

of darkness at Anekan, Mindanao, from Brisbane, with 2500 tons of
food supplies and 2000 rounds of 8lmm (mortar) smmunition for
asArthur, plus 784,500 rounds of caliber .30 and 30,000 rounds
. of caliber .50 ammunition for the forces ‘on )ﬁnﬁam.
The main reason for the selection of Anskan u' the destina-

tion of the supply ships was the jmportance of the landing and

*Rice - lighters; corn — trucks.
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stevedoring facilities of the Anaken Lunber Company. With the
utmost secrecy governing all operations, the food supplies and
nortar ammunition were transferred to two small interisland
steamers, the Elceno and the Lepus. ¥r. C. E, #alter, superin-
tendent of the Anakan Lumber Company, personally supervised
rost of the trans-shipment of cargo, supplying much of the
gii1led labor from his own crews. Other labor was sccomplished
by troops from the 83rd Infantry and the Butuan Provisional Bat-
talion.

Due to almost constant Jap alr observation it was necessary
to anchor the three ships at points alongz the shore where they
could ba sufficiently screened by overhanging trees to be reason-
ably safe from air reconnaissance.

tme largely to Hr. Walter's diligent and consclentious ef-
forts the transfer of oargo was accomplished without loss in

about & week and the Coast Farmer returned to Australia with a

cargo of several toms of pig tin -- the property of oil compa-
nies operating in the Philippines. By following the now-custom-
ary routine of eailing by night and hiding by day, the two inter-
island ships safely reached the beleaguered Rock.

Apperently, in spite of all efforts at concealment, informa-
tion soon reached the Japanese of the attempts to proviéiun forces
on Luzon, for very shortly after this thej began an intensive cam-
paizn of extermination on all interisland shipping. The vessels

were hunted out systematically and gestroyed, until within a short

177
Lo




time virtually the only means of interisland travel was by banca.

Mearnwnile, a curious coincidencs hed occurred in connoétion
witn #ajor .illiam L. Robinson's mission to Java. About the
middle of January 1942, Colonel John A. Robenson, commanding some
5000 Amsrican troops at Port Darwin, Australia, received apparent-
1y the same message from General Marshal) which had been sent to
General Brett, concerning tiue relief of Batasn, except that in
Colonel Robenson's case he was provided with cash -~ millions of
dollarg -- with which to buy or charter and equip the necessary
ships to run the blockads. This was a vital necessity since the
small ship owners and crews of the East Indies would not accept
checks -- only coin of their ocwn realm. Colconel Robenson also con-
sulted with General Brett, arriving in Java within a day or so,
spparently, after Major Robinson's departure. General Brett and
Vice Admiral Conrad E. L. Helfrich, of the Royal Netherlands
Navy, as well as cortain strategically placed eivil.iana were sll
willing and eager to hslp, but British red tape -- a global in-
stitution -~ garrotted every attempted movs.

%ot -until 12 end 13 February was Coclonel Robenson able to
dispatch two ships té the Philippines, although one submarine did
get off earlier with a cargo of emmmition for Corregidor. The
two ships, the Florence D., and the Don Isidro, both of Philip-
pine registry, were loaded with food, medical supplies and ammni -
tion. Neither of them, however, got within hundreds of miles of

their destination. Both were caught by Japanese bombers e few




days out of Java and destroyed.

Subsequently, Colonel Robenson, through the continued able
assigtance of Admiral Helfrich, was furnished with four more
freighters -- ancient, battered and rusty, but sea-worthy. Crows,
howevei- , were another problen. The gensral opinion seemad to be
that only soatter-brained, orack-pot Americans wouid sven contem~
plate such a suioidnl mission, and (except for the Filipino crews
of the Florence D. and the Don Isidro, who were all eager volun-
teers) the local merchant seamsa in Java just weren't having sny
part of such a project, in spite of the tempfing bait of thousauds
of dollars in bonuses. Finally, by diligent scouring of the water-
front gin-mills, sufficient personrel :to man one ship was secured,
and the Taiyuan, carrying some two million rounds of caliber .30
and 15,000 rounds of snti-sircraft smsumition, plus a large cargo
of food, sailed from Soeruba‘ja. on 268 February. Bound for Cebu,
where her cargo would bdbe transshipped, she headed all unknewingly
straight into the turmoil of the epic struggle in the Java Sea.
She has not bean heard from since.

It iz a great pity that word of these efforts to provide re-
1ief for the doomed Philippines could not have been made known,
et least, to those most conoerned at the time, but except for
tﬁose actually involved in the movements of the ships, no word
of these sttempts reached the American military personnel in the
Islanda. The apparent ruthless sbandomment of thess foroes by

the Government was a major factor in the constantly deteriorating
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morale, which the reception of radio brosdcasts discussing the
ge shipments of planes, tanks and arms of all aorté to the
Europeen theatre did nothing to improve. Security précautions
naturally precluded any announcements in the Statosiof the Pﬁil;
ippine relief expeditions (which would have alleviated to some
slizht degree the anguish being endured by the wives and fami-
lies of these men) but there were actually three distinct at-
tempts made to send aid.

The third, instigated by President Roosevelt, also in Jan-
uary 1942, involved former Secretary of Yiar, Brigadier Genersal
Patrick J. Hurley. Liberally supplied with funds, Furley also
made Java his base of operations, and reportedly chartered and
dispatched five ships, carrying ammmnition, food end medical
supplies to the Islands. Three of the ships are said to have
reached Cebu safely, while two were lost near their port of de-
partﬁre.

heore was, aeppsrently, some duplication of effort in these
three relief expeditions, however, for the two ships mentioned

ebove which were destroyed shortly after sailing were the

Florence D. and the Don Isidro, which Colonel Robenson had ssen

off so hopefully from Java.

The screening of plain, umdnli;ented fact from the messes
of evidence from many and varied socurces on this subject is an
extremely difficult task, but at least one fact remains: That

at.tompta were made, and repeatedly, even though the benefits
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were meagre.

%t about the same time these efforts at supplying lLuzon were
under way in Australia and Jeve, General Chynmth in Iloilo was |
instituting similar relief measures at much shorter range. On 24
Jaruary the S. S. Legaspi arrived at Capis under mysterious eir-
cumstances. She had reportedly run the blockade from Luson, and
her captain had brought a letter, supposedly from a member of
President Quezon's steff, to the Provincial Governor at Capis.
The letter stated that it was- Generel MacArthur's request that
the ship be loaded with food, which the governor would supply, and
returned to Corregidor. The message continusd that this was &
most secrebt project,' end that no one was to bs informed. There
w5 also a letter from Queszon, himself, and other individusls of
jmportance with the very natural result that in a few days the
whole island of Panay knew of the Legespi's mission. |

The oircuﬁltanoes surrounding the visit of the ship seemed
suspicious to Chynoweth, who thought it possibly a Japaness ruse.
The Japs on Luzon were said to bs short of food slso. He re-
ported the matier to Visayan-Mindanao Force Headquarters and pro-
ceedod at once to Capiz to interview Governor Hernandes. The
Governor ~- a very able and amiable man -- drove General Chynowsth
to the ship to call on the skipper, whose manner, to Chynowsth,
secmed mogt peculier. He appeared exceedingly apprehensive —
elmost guilty. Exsetly, the Gea}ernl thought, as a Filipino would

act who was on a traitorous mission for the Jeps.
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Finally Chynowseth asked the skipper to sxplain just how the
order to make the trip had reached him. "I an taken in small
boat to Corregidor®, the Filipino ssid. “The Generaligsimo is
there, in tunnel office. He spesk to me. He ask me to bring
rice for soldiers. He tell me for sake of my country and his I
must do this thing. He is very tired, and very gentli. He
speak to me like his own child —- and I ory like baby! Then I
leave Generalissimo end bring my ship to Capis®.

This story convinced Chynoﬁeth that the man was a duly
euthorized messenger. Chynoweth knew full well the dramatio
power which MaoArthur possessed which had brought tears to the
eyes of many less emotional men than this Filipino. Furthermore,
he did not believe that this would be the sort of story the
skipper would be spt to invent on his own initiative, and he re-
alized then that the man's apprehensive manner wazvdu. fo a
quite legitimate concern for the safely of his ship and the suo-
cess of his mission. Accordingly, General Chynoweth took com-
mend of the situation et once and in & short time the provision-
ing of the ship was under way. Some of the food supplies, es-
pecially rice, were diverted from the supply which had beem
degtined for our mountain ceches. Every possible means wWas om-
ployed to expedife the loading of the ship, and in leess than a
weok after her arrival she was on her way back through the enemy
blockade with token aid for beleagusred Bataan. The load was

four full days* rations or eight at their present rate. dJust a
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brief respite from the geunt spectre of starvatiom.

Curing this period fregquent questioning radio mungoi were
received from Force Headquarters, conceraing the Le;nagi opera-
tions. Chynowsth finaliy replied that inasmich as the under-
taking was secret, he feared so many messages would endanger the
code. The inquirieg continued, Why the hell, no one knew!

There was a large staff at Force Headquarters, and apparently
some lack of coordination, since the megsages appeared to emmnate
from a different individual each time, and many either oontra-
dicted or duplicated each other. Eventually, after forty mes-
sages had becn recsived relating to this subject, the situation
became so confused and the messages so conflicting that Gemeral
Chynoweth became alarmed for fear the Japs had broken the code
and wsre trying to throw a monkey wreneh into the machinery.

He notified Force Headquarters of his belief, and stated that
until he recsived confirming evidsnce that the code was still in-
tact he woulc disregard all further messages.

Considerable anxiety was felt for the Legaspi sincs she had
sailed on a brilliant moonlight night but in a few days welcomes
news of her safe arrival at Corregidor was received, and a letter
to Chynoweth from ¥ajor Genmeral Richard Suthsrland, MacArthur's
Chief of Staff, advieinz that the ship would be continued on its
service, ané that he was sending additional officers down on its
néxi trip to assist in setting up a better organization for fur-

nishing the food supplies. He~also stated that there would bs a




good rany disabled men from Bataan, and that a convalescent
hospital was to be set up on Panay for thess mem.

A few days after the receipt of this news, General Chyno-
weth received a radiogrsm from Force Headquerters in M¥indanao
ordering thet "You will report to these headquarters immediately
for a pérsonal conference". The General considered that this
message probably reflected the reactions at Headquarters to the
Leraspi episode in general, but specifically to his final mes-
saze that he would disregard ali.further communication.

This visit would meen & trip of some bundreds of miles,
asoross enemy controlled waters, and the only means of water irana-
portation available at this time were a few small tugboata. The
rinimum time such a trip would require would be two weeks and
time was of the essence on Panay in arrenging the food shipments
for Lugon.

One small, slow, private plane had esoaped damage in the
bombins of the Iloilo Airfield in December, so Chynoweth con-
gsulted the pilot as to the possibility of making the Mindanao
trip in it. Lieutenant Cordon Benson, who had recently crashed |
on & flight up from ¥indanao and was recovering in the Iloile
hospital, gave them all the information he could on flight con~
ditions, and they arranged to teke off the next morming. Chyno-
weth radioed Yindanao asking that the field bé cleared for their
landing* and that he be notified when this had been done. There
wes no reply until late that evening, vwhen a peremptory_ﬁessageg

¢ Fields were blocked off with obstacles to prevent landings
of enemy planes.
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wag received again ordering him to ®comse by tug, not by plane”, and
to bring with him To& Powell, Sr., who had been acting as Civil
Administrator. Still reluctant to take time off from the vital
food shipmenta, Chynoweth and Powell started out the following eve---— -~ - - -
ning, as ordered, by tug. Reaching Negros at daybresk, they were
met with a message frox :l{indanao stating that the trip would be
temporarily postponed.
On 27 Jamary, just 2 days after Major Robinson had returnsd
from his trip to Java, the following Teasaze had been received at

General Sharp's headquarters in ¥indanao:

TC SHARP FOR BRIG GEN CHYNOWSTH CCMCA 61ST LIVISION PANAY

0% JANUARY 23 WE RALIOED CUR MESSAGE ZRC 1 33 GRPS TO YOU
STOP YESSAGE FOLLOWS.QUGTE REQUEST YOU CONTACT MASTER OF
H/S LLZGASPI EXPECTED CAPIZ AT ONCE TOTAY 24 JAWUARY 1942
AN REPCRT T0 THIS HQ VESSELS TIME OF ARRIVAL ALSC 4R

“Ii%% OF DEPARTURE SIOF SIGNEL :{ACAR fHUR UNQUOT: ACEKNOWLEDGE
RECEIPT CF THIS #ESSAGE ARD AIVISE ACTION TAKEN STCP THIS
“DSSAGI PTING SENT T0 YCU THRU BOTH GEN SHARP AWD PHILIFPINE

ARYY TG INSURG DELIVERY STOP URGENT SICNALS USAFFE" UNQWOTE

The receipt of the above message caused considerable agitation
at Force Headquarters, since it appeared that General Chynoweth
was receiving orders direct from USAFFE instead of through Force

leadquerters, and also that there would be duplication of effort



jin ths matter of shipping supplies to Luzon. Since the plans
which Ceneral Sharp had been formulating visuelized the use of
all availeble interisland shipping it was felt at Del Lonte that
further information must be obtained from Ceneral Chynoweth in
orcer té coordinate the effort. The General was acoordiﬁgly
ordercd to !iindanao for a conference, early in February. ilow-
ever, on 4 February a second nessage was received from Corregi-

dor which made the conference unnceoessary:

"SHARF CUR GEN CRIER WO TWENTY RZILIEVES ALL FORCES CN
CANAT ISLAND AND MINDORO ISLAKD FROM COMMAND VISAYAR

LasH MINDANAC PORCLES RFFECTIVE TwWeLVE OCLOCK MIDNIGHT
FEB FOURTH &4ND PLACING T8 DIRLCTLY UNDER COMiANL CF

THIS HBADQUARTERS STOP ACKWOWLEDCE END SIGMED MACARTHUR".

Relieved of the necessity for the trip to Hindenso, General
Chynowsth was now free to concentrate, without interference, om
the problem of procuring food for the next trip of the Legaspi.
fhe existing quartermagter set-up was broadened and the island
combed for every possible form of supply which might be of value
on Bataan.

Luring his travels over the igland, in connection with this
migsion, the General was once caught in his own trap. He had
isgued orders that all truils and roads would be well blocked in

the event of an enemy landing. Captain Chaver, commanding a




battalion of the 63rd Infantry at Alibunap had taken the orders
so literally that he already had bleocked all trails and mein
roads for tvyo miles on either side of his area so thoroughly that
they could be negotiated by a car only at the rats of about five
miles per hour. The Division Commander was exceedingly ammoyed
at having to do & enake dance sround these obstacles and directed
that the barriers be removod immediately. Returning, some hours
later, over the same route he found the road-clocks again set up.
Chavez had received orders i-:o block the roads, and as far as he
was concerned they were going to stay blocked!

Chynoweth admired his spirit, despite the nuisance it had
caused him, and complimented him on it, but left instructions
that he would wait for an enemy landing next tims, before ob-
structing the main highway.

Later Chynoweth learned frpm Christie that Chavez xﬁ..intainod
this same resolute determinatiom after the invasion, and his bat-
talion inflicted very heavy ossualties on the enemy in his area.
This information pleased, buf. did not gurprise, the General wheo
said he "felt that anyone who could be as stubborn as Chaves had
been toward his own commanding officer would probably be pretty
tough opposition for the enemyt™

About 11 February the Legaspl returned to Panay, bringing a
considerable number of wounded officers and men from Batean. Some
of these officers were high-ranking Filipino Army officers, among

them Colonel Garcia, who was a West Foint graduate; Major Santa

(sep # 2)
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Maria, from the Quartermaster Department on Corregidor, who brought
a list of all the auppliep needed on Batean; and ex-governor Tomas
Confessor, who was later of great assistancs in organizing for
guerrilla activities.

A letter to General Chynoweth from Genmeral Sutherland, also
arrived on the Logaggi, in which Sutherlsnd stated that it was ex-
peoted soon to split the Visgayan-¥indanao Foroe into two separate
commands — the Visayan Force end the Mindanao Force. Hs oommented
further on several other problems, and in general the letter con-
veyed the impression that the staff cn'Corregidor were without ade-
quate realization of the difficulties confronting the southern com-
manders. This was perhaps natural. Apparently Headquarters be-
lieved that regulations end supply instructions received up to the
beginning of the war were still being blindly obeyed. Had this
been done there would be at this time omly two thousand msn mobil-
§zed; there would have been no transportation, no supplies; the
troops would have been immobilized in their originai locations;
civil government would have broken down completely and chaos would
have been complete. Virtually everything that had bsen dons on
the Island had been done either in the ebsence of orders, or in
contradiction to pre-war orders.

A lstter }rum General MacArthur also reached Chynoweth by
this same boat. The letter referred in a general, but very com-
plimentary, way to the preogress on Panay. Reading between the

lines, it appeared that General MacArthur realized quite fully the
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problems which constantly arose, and was entirely in accord with
the exiating policy of substituting judgement and initiatiyo_ in
the absence of orders.

The Legaxgi ias again loaded an& departsd for Cerrsgidor,
and in a very few days a radiogram from General Drake, Quarter-
master General on Corregidor, annocunsed her safe arrival.

About the 21st of February the Legaspi arrived at Capiz for
the third venture. By this time it was possible to load her with
the completely balanced ratiom they had requested om Corregidor,
in addition to many other items whicﬁ they had hoped for. A
nunber of the entrenching tools which had been manufactured on
Panay were sent to replacs the tin cans, mess kits and other
improvisations with which the men on Bataan had been digging fox~
holes. A large quentity of candy, which the troops had been
craving, was included, as well as a supply of tiki-tiki for thes
treatment of beri-beri. The officers who had come down on the
preceding trip hed told of General MacArthur's small son still
on Corregidor, so a number of children's books had been collested
for him.

The loading of the ship was rushed with all possidle speed,
but again she took off for Corregidor under an almost full moon.
Days passed, but no werd of her arrival was received. As tlu
time lengthened a grim silence settled on the entire subject of
the M. Muoh later it was lsarned that a Japanese oruiser

had intercepted the gallant little ship off Mindoro. Strangly,

(Map # 13)
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the crew were not captured but were ordersd ashors on
rindoro and the ship sunk by shellfire. Thus the curtain
was rung down on the little drama of feeding ths starving

garrisons of Luzon from the bread basket of the Visayas.



CHAPTER VIII

On 20 Febtruary, General Chynowsth received a secret message
from Corregidor stating that very important persons were leaving n
the Rock by sutmarine. This message stipulated that the sub was (12 72)
to be met, at a designated hour before dawn the next day, at a
coertain latitude and longitude off Guimaras Island, by a tug cap-
able of carrying 27 people and their baggage. A short time later
a similar message was received from the Navy, naming a differemnt
rendezvous some 60 miles awey from the first. Apparently one of
these reszages was intended as a blind, in case enomy agents
learned of the evacuation of these people, buf unfortunately there
was no way of knowing which was which. Accordingly, Colomel
MoLennen erranged with the Visayan Stevedoring Company for two
tugs meeting the specified requirements as to cspacity. At the
appointed hour Tom Powell, Senior, waited patiently at the desig-
nated latitude and longitude off San Jose, on the west ocoast of
Panay, while General Chynowsth and Major Deter, in the dark chennel
off Guimeres Island, watohed end lingered long past the time u.rt
for the rendesvous before returning to port to ‘disoonr that Powell
had drswm the Jackpot.

When the party left Corregidor on the submarine “Swordfish®,
commanded by Lt. Commander Chester C. Smith, USN, the plan had:
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been to transfer, in the relatively safer waters off Panay, to the

M/é Don Estaban for the balance of the trip to Mindanao where air
transport would be arranged to Austrglia. The Don was to slip in
to the Rock after dark the same evening, pick up baggage and addi-
tional passengers and attempt to make the rendexzvous by the appoint-
ed hour. The tugs were ordered out in the event the Don became a
casualty - from any one of a number of probable causes - and was
unable to fulfill its missionf

However, shortly after leaving Corregidor, the air-condition~
ing on the submarine failed and everyone became quite 111, It was
then decided that a brief stop would be made on Panay to recuperate.
Accordingly, certain members of the party who were most indisposed
were brought ashore by the tug at San Jose de Buena Vista, the re-
mainder transferring to the Don, as per schedule, which then docked
at Ilecilo during the early morning hours.

On this eventful morning, McLennan, who was living with Tom
Powell, was at breakfast when a car pulled up outside, followed in
rapld succession by four more., Transportation was scarce at this
time., Tires were critically short. Cars were used only on urgent,
official business. This many cars in one place at one time could
only indicate an occurrence of major importance, It did. The
President of the Philippines had arrived for breakfast,

With President Quezon were his wife and family; General Valdez,
the President's Chief of Staff; Colonel Soriano, Major Hito and sev-

eral others of his staff together with Governor Fournier of Antique

(W)
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Province and a number of other local big-wigs. Viece-President
Osmena arrived later on the Don.

In telling the story afterward McLennan quipped that his deep~
est and most lasting .impression of that morning was not the staﬂ-
ling aégregation of celebrities, but the ease and celerity with
which Tom Powell's cook and maid produced breakfast for these unex-
pected guests. "One minute, there I was, breakfasting all by my-
self, the cook gossiping leist_xrely in the kitchen, and the next
minute there were V.I.Ps all over the place, all unexpected and all
politely ravencus,

u] swear I never saw anything ~ outside of Child's window -
as. fast as tl;e way those two servants got food ready for that
crowfi.' And with no confusion, either! How they did it I'1l1 never
know, but in ‘the time it took the notables to 'powder their noses!
breakfast was served. And Tom's house hga three bathrooms, ‘tool®

The President’s wvisit was supposed to be a deep, closely-
guarded s;:cx;et, but during the morning Quegon decided to take a
drive around the city accompapied by Oscar Ledesma,* who was both
Mayor of Iloilo City and Governor gf Iloilo Province, Within an
hour everyone in town had heard the news. The President followed
this drive with a huge reception in the a.tt.ernoon,' and as a result
even the nearby islands quickly learned of his presence,

Apparently the enthusiasm with which the President was re-
ceived had pleased him greatly, for later in the day Mclemnan was

advised to make the necessary arrangements for their reception in

*Replaced the Acting Governoe early in 1942.
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Negros, to which the Presidential party would proceed that night.
Just after dusk the party boarded the Don Estaban, which Qodn was
out of sight in the gloom of Iloilo Strait. Hclennan telephoned
Captain Richard Jones, the Navigation Head Officer at Bocolod,
Negros, that the very distinguished party was on its way, and to _
provide motor transportation for their needs upon arrival a couple
of hours hence. Mac thenrfeeling that the situation was‘well in
hand, placidly went to bed. He was snoring peacefully when, at
3:00 A. M,, the telephone rang and Dick Jones blurted peevishlys
"I've looked all over hell for the 'distinguished party' that was
going to arrive over here in two hours, They haven't shown up yet!®

McLennan was wide awake now, "But they left here just after
dark! Are you sure they haven't put in some place else along the
coast?"®

Jones assured him that every conceivable landing spot along
that portion of the ccast had been carefully checked when the Don
failed to arrive at her scheduled port on time, but no trace of
ship or passengers could be found.

Mac sat on the edge of his bed and wondered what particular
curve Fate had pitched this time. There was nothing much he could
do until daylight - if the Don had struck a mine any search for
survivors in the darkness would be futile. If she had run aground,
pulling her off was going to be a major undcrtaking. It would be .
impossible to assemble a crew and get power up in another ship be-

fore daylisht anyway. But he did wish that some of his considerable
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span of military training had included "what to do when one mis-
Places a President!®

About dawn Mac went down to the water front, alerting a tug
of the Visayan Stevedoring C(Smparw enroute, and from the mouth of
the Iloilo River saw a white ship, which locked very much like the
Don, riding calmly at anchor near the Seven Sins. Very shortly
Nito, the President's aide, | appeared in the Don's launch and the
mystery was unraveled.

On one of the seven mnaJl Isles of the Seven Sins, which lie
at the north end of Iloilo Strait, a lighthouse is operated in
peacetime, As the Don had approached these islands the night be-
fore, Quegzon had observed that the light was not burning, and had
instantly refused to complete the trip through the narrow, rock-
lined strait in the darkness, At Quezon's order anchor was drop-
ped and he and his family were taken ashore and were peacefully
sleeping in the Lopez! summer home on Guimaras Islahd while Dick
Jones and Mclemnan were cudgeling thelir brains over their disappear-
ance,

Nito also informed McLlennan that Quegon would return to Ilo-
1lo during the morning, on the Dom, prepared to start for Negros
again that evening, but that he preferred to make the trip this
time on the Princess of Negros. HNo reason was given. While the
Princess was a trim and fairly fast little ship, she was strict-
ly a ferry boat, considerably smaller and less comfortable than

the Don, and with no accomodations for a party the sigze of QuémOn's.
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The President was, however, quite well acquainted with the skipper
of thé Princess, Captain Gaudencia V. Jaime, and had profound and
well-merited confidence in Jaime's navigaticnal ability.
 Unfortunately the Princess was at this time most bédraggled
royalty; filthy dirty, having been used as a cargo-carrier ‘and
troop transport since the beginning of the war; her brasswork dull,
her paint scarred and chipped; definitely not up to Presidential
standards. But Quezon insisted, so an emergency cleaning crew armed
with brooms, mops, scrub brushes and scouring powder did the best

ngpit and polish" job possible on short notice. Sheets, blankets,

cots, crockery, cutlery, glassware, cooking utensils and rations

for thirty reople for ten days from the meagre supply available
were put aboard.

Late in the afternoon, when it appeared that all was in order,
word was received at the Navigation Head office that the Don was
sailing at once for Corregidor. This was the last straw, for the
mountain of baggage, plus a number of well-stuffed mail sacks be—
longing toc the (uezon party, was st.illﬁniled on the dock where it
had b.een off-loaded from the Don, awaiting the completion of the
housecleaning before being put aboard the Princess, and it had been
agreed that personnel frou the Don were to attend to the loading,
since no stevedores were available.

Answering Colonel l—chenman"s protest concerning the bagpage
the Don's quartermaster, Captain Yells, smiled and said casually,

"Oh, that!ll all be taken care of, Colonel. I'm leaving the CIreW
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of the Aurora with you. They'll go on with the party, of course,®

The Aurora, named for Mrs. Quezon, was -the Presidentisl yacht,
which had been sunk in Manila Bay by the Nips. Unknown to McLennan
until this moment, her crew had came down from Luzon on the Don and
were consid_ered a part of the Quezon party. This was extremely bad
news for it meant thirty-three more mouths to feed on the Princess;
but at least the matter of sl‘eeping quarters was simple, The Prin-
cess boasted no cubins, except quarters for the crew, What had been,
pre-war, a fairly large ladies'! dressing-room, was to be utiliged as
2 make-shift cabin for the Quezons on this trip. As far as the rést
of the party went they were free, after the supply of cots ran out,
to take their choice of what seemed to them the softest spot on the
decks. There was nowhere else to go, »

The Princess was to sail immediately after dark. The addition-
al rations for the Aurora's men were hastily procured and put aboard,
and the baggage and mail sacks stowed in the hold., It was not known
until much later that these mail sacks which had been téssed 80 un~
ceremoniously from pier to ship by these sailors contained not let-
ters and documents, but ten million pesos! It wvas presumed that this
currency was being taken out by Quezon for the maintenance of the
Government-in-exile, although it may well have been his own personal
fortune, .

Since it had been due to the blackout of the lighthouse on the
Seven 5ins which had been the cause of halting the Quegon progress

on the preceding night, MclLennan tock steps to provide a light in
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the vicinity, even though the lighthouse itself must remain dark,
He called in a tug captain in whom he had great confidence, statea
his problem aﬁd asked if the skipper could get close enough in to
the rocks with his tug to be effective. It was arranged that the
tug would be in position below the lighthouse at the Seven Sins
by dusk, and would produce as good an imitation of a functioning
lighthouse as possible until after the Princess had safely passed
through the strait. Whereupon the light would be promptly extin-
guished and the tug wogld speed for home., Fervent hobes were
voiced that only the Princess, and not prowling Jap launches,
would be guided by the light. |

Shortly after the last of the baggage and mail sacks had been
stowed away the passengers began to straggle aboard. Preparations
were being made to sail when, on counting noses, it was discovered

that Nito had not yet put in an appearance. Nobody knew where he

_ was. He had gone off, it developed, on a personal errand and had

not returned.

Nito was quite capable of taking care of himself, but strangé
things happened these days and apprehension was mounting when sud-
denly a Ford came tearing down the dock, the driver half out of
the car on one side, Nito clinging to the other, both 1augh1ng and
in great good humor. When the car squealed to a stop beside the
gangplank the reason for their precarious perches was revealed.
Case after case of "bottled in bond® crammed every available inch

of the old sedan.
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Where Nito unéarthed this stuff at this time, when all the .
bars in town were virtually sold out, is still a State secret,
but there was food for thought in the fact that friends of |
Quezon in Iloilb, Elizalde and Company, had had a large, wpll-
stocked cellar when the war started. This might call to mind the

old political saw that it isn't what you know but whom you know!
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