CHAPTER VI

On the extreme tip of the long tall, of the kite that is
¥indanao, lies the fabled city of Zemboanga long known as one of
the most beautiful spots in the rhilippines. 0ld Fﬁrt Piler, con=
structed here by the Spanish in the early seventeenth century, has
seen 2rms of many nstions come and go - raiding Chinese pirates;
the Dutch and rortuguese seeking land for the Crown; the brief
threat of ths English; and always, recurrently, the Spanish until
the Ameriean intervention of the late eighteen<hundreds.

Around the turn of the last centuiy the comparatively large
American occupation forces in the Islands established their Pettit
Barracks here, which embraced old Fort Pilar. This Post, in suo=
coeding years, knew various outstending commanders, among them
Generals Leonard Wood and John J. Fershing.

The neod for a strong garrison in this part of the Archipel=-
ago having steadily decreased, for some years past only a limited
number of FPhilippine Scout troops had been assigned here. As war
clouds darkened over the Pacific in late 1941 only two cdmpanie'
of Scouts, plus small detachments of medical and quartermaster
personnel at Pettit Barracks, and a handful of Constabulary troops
held this outpost of empire.

Under the direction of Lt. Colonel iilliam F. Dalton, Sector
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Commander, an intensive progrem of training for officers and men
had been conducted throughout the summer. ¥No increase in troop
strength for the Zamboanga sector was authorized until December,
althoush hezinning in September units were mobilized, trained and
shipped out to other pointse* In Augusi, however, a sufficient
number of Garand rifles was received to arm ths itwo companies of
Scouts, whose discarded Springfields subsequently partly armecd
the bettalion which was the mainstay of the defense of this area
later,

One of the missions of the force hers = as elsewhere - being
to defend and expand airfields, attention was early concentrated
on iiolfe Field, the only airfield in the vieinity at this time.
1t was considered insdequate for the traffic which was expected
and plans went forward rapidly for the construction of a new,
7000=-"oot field in the San Roque area. This section was mostly
rice naddy and consequently under water, the crop at this time
beinr, within three wecks of harvest.

Preliminary surveys were made; warshouses, machine sheds and
other necessary constrﬁction gotten under way promptly under the
capable direction of Kajor Magnusson,** area engineer; Captain Re
D. Winne and Senor Nacnac, a Filipino engineer; all ably aided by

geveral civilian foremen.***

+« Thess units included elements of the 10lst, 102nd and 108rd
Infantry Regimentse

*s Relieved, on or sbout 5 December, by Major George M. Ropere
s J, Po Mankin, Hans Batchold and Wilfred Broade
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By 1 December the ground had been drained sufficiently for the
bulidozers to begin the excavation of drainage ditches. It wasg
then discovered that due to the spongy comsistency of the ground it
would be impossible‘to ugse the machines for grading., This work, all
accon;g;lished by hand labor in two shifts working from dawn to dark,
made rapid progress and the last of December saw one landing strip
of crushed coral rock completed and a second well under way., Christe
nas, fcllowed immediately by a Moro holiday which was observed with
unanimity and abandon by the laborers, disrupted the work.

Yoward midnight of December Z4 = 25, a number of Jap warships,

convoying transports, cdropped anchor off nearby Jolo Island, unmotioced

by the holiday-_.zded townspeople. The Christian population of the
tomn wors gathered for the customary midnight Yass when enemy shells
crashed without warning intoc the church.

At daylight the ships' alr cover went into action, bomdbing and
strafing the town and eurrounding country without opposition. HNawal
gus firiang oovering barreges over the landing boats at Jolo and
barrio Taglibi, scme 10 kilometers down the coast, continued their
destruction, reducing the palme~thatched nipa houses of the Sulus to
rubbish and the surviving inhabitants to terror-stri;:ken flight in
& short time,

The only military stationed on the Islend were = cadre.of
Philippine Army troops and a small contingent of Constebulary. The
surprise of the onslaught hed been absolute, and confronted with a

situstion for which they were unmprepared either by training or
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inclination, after a brief gesture of resistance the troops eumlatod
Abou Ben Adhem and led all the rest. The Japanese force, estimated
at 1200 soldiers and marines, ocoupied the town of Jolo with ease

as the ra.nks. of the defenders disintegrated, their own eand their
families' safety becoming their parsamount consideration. Many
soldiers turned over their weapons and ammmition to the Moro datus,
discarded their uniforms and left the Island as rapidly as posaibio
by any avallable means, many families arriving in Zamboangg days or
weeks later, cdestitute and exhaﬁsted.

Apparontly content with the possession of the town and its
environas the enemy made no attempt to extend his ocoupation farther
over the Island. An alr base and a naval base of great stratsgis
value were gset up and became the points of departure for many of
their strikes over the Philippines and East Indies {in the months
that followed. 4

According to the statements of Major A, P, Carandang of the
Philippine Comstabulary, and other ey witnesses, on the morning
of 26 December three United States Navy flying boats approached
Jdolo at very low alt;tude, apparently in ignorance of the Japsnese
occupetion as they flew straight into a hail of enemy antisircraft
fires Undemaged, the three geined altitude and circled, returning
to drop bombs. on ships anchored offshare.’ Heavy antiairoraft fire
egain drove them off; and enemy fighter planes pursued them. But
they returned once more, this time concentrating om an enemy light

crulser at anchor in the Bay. Watchers on the ghore saw the cruiser
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sink, but at great cost to the Americans. One of the PBYs was
shot down over the Bay; a second, badly damaged, fell into the
sea between Jolo and Tavi-‘l’avi*. The third, although badly shot-
up, managed @& landing near Tawi~Tawi where the wounded members of
the crew were cared for by the Constabulary until they Wwere some=—
what recovered, when they departed for Bormeo by sailboat.

On 8 January evacuees from Jolo arriving at Zamboange sector
headquarters gave a detailed report of an air attack on the enemy
on the night of 2<3 Januery, by two Dutch airplenes. According
to their story, several enemy planes were lined up at the side of
the field, evidently calmly certain of their immmity from sttack,
preparatory to a take-off at dawn, as was their custom. In the
bright moonlight the Dutch markings on the planes had been clearly
visible as the attackers swept in low, bambing and msachine-gunning,
destroying soms of the parked planes and damaging others, No
resistance was offered.

Verification of this reported Duteh action at Jolo ~ except
for the fact that it was a solo attack - was obtained by Colonel
Wilson leter in a Japanese prison camp from Captain G. Bozuwa, who
had besn Chief of the Dutch Naval Air Force in the Netherlands
Indiess "Ths Dutch Bavy maintained installetions near Minsdo,
Celebess One Dutch bomber (Dormier) from Minado exeouted a night
migsion on the enemy airfield at Jolo on or about Januvary 2-3, 1942,
and retumod to Minado safely. The pilot reported he bombed and
mc;hino-gmmod the airfield repeatedly without meeting any resistance

A small island of the Philippine Archipelago approximately 100 miles 91

southwest of Jolo.




from the enemy and that he inflicted substantial damage. The
airplane carried twelve 50-kilo bambs®™.

The last air attack on the enemy at Jolo was made by two
American B~17s on or about Januarj 12, Reports of this attack
were first received at Colonel Wiilson's headquarters about January
15, from informers sent to Jolo and from evacuees froa that island,
among the last of whom were thres Filipina nurses who had worked .
with the éapanate dootors in cering for the wounded.

This ettack came at early dawn. In addition to considerabls
damage to the airfj.eld. one large bomb destroysd & building in
which many airplane engines and parts were stored. Another large
bomd hit between two Buildingn in which Japanese troops were
quartereds It was estimated that at least 400 soldiers were either
killed or seriously wounded by this bomb strike. There were insuff-
j oclent medicines and bandages on hand to care for the casualties.

The authenticity of this report was alsgo verified by Colonel
Wilson while in prison camp from notes retained in the éossenion
of Colorel Emile T. Kengen, Chief, Dutch Air Corps, Netherlands
Indies. Colomel EKengen stated that "this mission was executed
by two Americen B-17s operating under Dutch orders fram a Dutch
oirdrmn called Samarinda II, in Dutoch Central Bornec. They flew
at 8000 meters altitude. Upon their return the pilots reported the
mission accomplished without encountering resistance. The objective
was hit and substantial damsge inflicted.”

Little more had been accamplished on the Zamboanga airfield
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since Christmas, the panic of the Sulus having run like quicksilver
emong the loro laborers. During the afternoon of New Year's Day
seven enemy planes circled low over the city and the sirfield. In
three strafing runs the enemy machine gunners succeeded in wounding
only four or five people and kKilling a dog =~ an accomplishment rather
widely at variance with Radio Tokyo's subsequent cleim that "five
hundred people were killed and the City left in flames”. No bombs
were dropped and no fires resulted, indicating tbnt. the objective

of the mission was not primarily to cause destruoction, but rather

to precipitate confusion and panio. If so, they succeeded beyond
their wildest dreams, for they accomplisghed the total demoraliszation
of the workers on the airfield, who dropped their tools and decamped
en masse. They could not, with any inducements, be persuaded to
returne On the Sunday following the raid the entire 1600 men were

) paid off and, on order of the Commanding Officer, tﬁo irrigatiom
ditches were reopened end the unfinished field flooded.

MHost of the frightened populace fled into the mountains follow-
ing the eir raid, leaving homes and business establishments unpro-
tected, Even the members of the mumisipal police force, succumbing
to the contagion, deserted their posts for days to convoy wives and
ohildren into the hills, leaving the city wide open to looters.

A short time previous to this a Moro bolo battali‘on had been

orgenized and placed under ths authority of Datu Topan*. This

sMombers of this battalion were provided with blede weapons and food
and given training but were not inducted into militery service of
either the United States or the Commonwealth of the Philipp;noa.



battalion, which was composed mainly of fishermen (Maringos) evide
ently considering this situation a hean;:-sent opportunity, promptly
resolved itself into small marauding bands, plundering, raping and
murdering.® Patrols of Scout;.s from Pettit Barracks, dispatched to
suppress the robberies and bring in the bandits, found the renegades
as elusive ag smoke, It was never possible to _bring these men under
oontrol again nor to rocovex'- the weapons which had been issued to
theme The city was ultimately oleared of them, but they continued

to rcam the coasts in their swift vintas plying their nefarious

works at every opportunity. It became necessary to maintain a motor

launch patrol over more than one hundred miles of coastline in order
to protect ocur line of commmication and the local citizenry from
these ruthless asszaults by their own countrymen.

About the middle of November the lst Battalion 102nd Infantry
had arrived in Zamboanga from Davao for a period of intensive trﬁﬁ—
ing preparatory to being returned to central Mindenao for duty with
the remainder of the regiment. The truining proceeded am projected
but the unit was never withdrawn and remained to assist in the def-

ense of the Peninsula until the end.

Early ir Jamuary a battalion** of the provisional 106th Infan-

try, composed mainly of high end intermediate- school boys was recruit-

eds officers for this battalion being gecursd by calling to active

» Although scme sources place the blame for this epidemic of banditry
wholly on this batteliom, other evidence would indicate that the
Moros were joined by other renegades.

ssFirst battelion -~ the only battalion of this provisional regiment
orgenized,
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duty such reserve officers as were still available, mostly school
teachers and city officials. Philippine Army sources provided
uniforms, clothing and weapons for about half the battalion, the
remainder being supplied from the scanty reserve stocks at Pettit
Barracks, including the Springfield rifles which had formerly be-
longed to the Scouts.

The personnel of this outfit, although wholly untrained, were
intelligent and eager and made rapid progress. This was the battal-
ion which proved to be the mainstay of the Peninsulats defense dur-
ing the invasion.

On 25 January, under orders from General Sharp, Colonel Dalton
with Major Peck and Captain Breitling started with the two Philip-
pine Scout companies for Lake Pinamaloy, in Bukidhon Province, where
a school of artillery and infantry tactics in which they were to act
as instructors was being established. On Colonel Dalton's depart-
ure Colonel A. T. Wilson assumed comrand of the Zamboanga sector
where the only combat troops now remsining were the 1st Battalion
102nd Infantry and the newly orgenized 1st Battalion 106th Infantry.

Saome time previous to £his all beach positions except outposts
and observation posts had been abandoned and the troops moved into
new dispositions, first into the San Roque di;trict some five kilo-
meters from the city proper. Thi; site proved unsatisfactory how-
ever, necessitating concentration of installations. within too re-
stricted an area., It developed also that the water supply was in-

adequate for the needs of the camp. Accordingly, in February,
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aprroximately half the command was moved a second time, to a

location near Pasananca. The Scout medical detachment, under com-
mand of Major Jay E. Tremaine, set up a field hospital in the rear

of the new position, and efforts were redoubled to instill into the
completely unconcerned and frequently antagonistic native mind the
necessity for the observation of certain standards of personal hy-
giene, the use of latrines in contradistinction to their customary
habits, and the dangers of flies and filth to health., In none of

the sectors did this objective ﬁeet with any marked degree of success,

During the latter part of January and February - no more aerial
activity being suffered -~ civilian morale took an upturn. Confi-
dence restored, merchants reopened their shops, banks resumed oper-
ations and a flourishing business was done at the fish and produce
markets as the hungry townspeople straggled down out of their hide-
outs in the mountains.

On 5 February Major Fernando, of the Philippine Air Force,
arrived in Zamboanga on an inspection trip, landing at Wolfe Field,
After inspecting the work which had been done at the San Roque Field
and making a further survey of Wolfe, it was concluded to lengthen
this field by scme 800 feet and to expend no further effort on the
new strip. Civilian morale having recovered from its New Year's
Day panic, laborers were again available and work was begun at once,

A special tribute is merited in this connection by Mrs. Lund,
the Protestant missionary whose own labor and devotion were respon—

sible for the small church and well-cared-for cemetery which adjoined
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the field. In order.to achieve the additional length for the air—
strip it was necessary ‘Eo move the chapel and regrade the grounds.
Without hesitation this gracious lady agreed to the destruction of
her years of work in order that the airstrip might be accomplished.
In this locality conditions were ideal for the use of the
tractors, bulldozers and other machinery and the 800-foot addition

to the runway was campleted in about eight days.

In addition to the three regiments of the Sixty-First Division
which left Panay and Negros for Mindanao during the first few days
of January, five ﬁxore regiments, plus various attached special
troops and the Visayan-Mindanao Force Headquax;ters were also trans-
ferred from the Visayas to Mindanao at the same time.* Apparently
even at that early date it was believed .that should aid from the
States not arrive in time to save Luzon, Mindanao would offer a
greater hope for the survival of a loci of American resistance.
Furthermore, when the aid did come - and we refused to admit aloud
the if ihat was beginning to arise in our minds with increasing
frequency ~ it must necessarily come by the southern route, on
which Mindanaoc was many hundreds of miles closer to the source of

supply than Luzon.

This transfer involved the movement of some twenty-six troop- .

ships, by night, through waters which had been mined by the enemy,
at a time when the Japanese were in undisputed control of both air

and sea and when their aircraft were exceptionally active over the

«See Appendix # 4.
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‘southern Islands, That the troops all arrived at their destinations |
without untoward incidént is due largely to the fact that ail Pro- (Map £ 1
cedures were governed by the strictest secrecy, and that all move- A #2)
ments were made under cover of darkness.

The Eighty-first and Ninety-third Infantry, commanded by Lieut,-
Colonel Arden R. Boellner and Major John C. Goldtraﬁ, which formed

the Samar Provisional Brigade under Lieut, Colonel Ben Hur Chastaine,

were ordered to Butuan, via Surigao; the Sixty-first and Eighty-first
Field Artillery to Bugo; and the remainder of the troops to Iligan, |
General Sharp and ﬁis staff sailed from Cebu the night of 2 January,
arriving at Cagayan the following morning. Force Headquarters were
established at Del Monte, near the headquarters of the Fifth Air

Base Group.

The elements of the Sixty-first Division were widely scattered
upon their arrival in Mindanao. The Sixty-first Infantry, commanded
by Colonel Eugene H. Mitchell, which docked at Iligan on 5 January,
was attached to the Eighty-first Division under General Fort and
assigned to the Malabang-Ganassi area of the Lanao sector. The
Sixty-first Field Artillery, as has been recorded, occupied position
in the Cagayan sector, which was under the command of Colonel William
P. Morse. Lieut-Colonel Thayer's regiment, the Sixty-second Infantry,
which reached Iligan on 11 January, was temporarily attached to the
Eighty-first Division also, and its four battalicns assigned to var-
jous stations in the Lanao sector.

Brigadier General Guy O. Fort's Eighty-first Division, defending
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the Lanao sector, covered the provinces of lanao, Misamis Occidental,
the northeastern po:tion of Zamboanga and that segment of Cotabato
embracing barrio Parang and Polloc Harbor. The nature and extent of
this assignment would havé taxed the capabilities of a full-strength
American division. In contrast, the bastard organization of Fort's
division consisted of two regiments of infantry, aﬁgmented by a few
small detachments of special troops - remnants of other divisions -
together with a few Air Corps and Navy casuals and the promise of
some Moro blade units.

The Iligan-Camp Overton-laria Cristina Falls sectiom, covering
the only entrance from the north, other than obscure jungle trails,
to Dansalan and Lake Lanao, was the responsibility of Lt. Colonel
Robert H. Vesey's Seven;y—third Infantry. The so-called Second
Infantry, which consisted of only one battalion and was under the
command of Colonel Calixto Duque at the time of the invasion, held
the vicinity of Parang and Polloc Harbor. This unit was composed
of students only just called up for cadre training. Its officers,
except for Colonel Duque, were former teachers with no military
background. Colonel Mitchell's Sixty-first Infantry, in the Mala-
bang~Canassi area, had been assigned the primary mission of denying
the Malabang Air Field to the enemy and preventing his access to
this region from the south and west.

None of these units had more than rudimentary training.
Mitchell's regiment, mobilized 1 September 1941, had by 8 December

been put through basic drill and elementary combat formations. Only
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the First Battalion however, had undertaken a preliminary course
in marksmanship,

Mobilization of the Seventy-third was not initiated until
that fateful day of the Jap attacks on Hawaii and Luzon. A meagre
percentage of its strength had received a smattefing of military
instruction in peace-time camps, but for the others only a few.days
of the most elemental recruit_indoctrination was possible before
these raw levies were manning outpost positions - positions which
should have been occupied by more experienced troops.

Neither did these regiments escape the wide-spread and harass-
ing plague of broken extractors, which reduced to practically zero
the battle efficiency of manj rifles in all commands. Here, as
elsewhere, ammunition issues provided for only sixty rounds per
rifle, with proportionately ridiculous increases for the «30 cal-
iber and heavier machine guns. In the Sixty-first the supply of
ammunition for its two 3-inch mortars was comparatively more en-
couraging until firing tests revealed that at least eighty percent
of this badly deteriorated stuff would fall as duds.

Discouraging? Yes! - but thus equipped and supplied were most
of the troops who initially defended the prestige of America in the
Pacific. '

Replacenent items <f shoes and‘clothing were so scarce that
by the time of the invasion of Mindanao many soldiers were bare-
footed and in rags. Essential items of s;gnhl equipment were un-

available. Five ordinary antique house telephones and a meagre
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amount of salvaged commercial telephone wire provided the make-
shift wire cormunications within the Sixt&-first Infantry. Three
small amateur radio sets brought from Negros eked out the system.
Medical supélies consistéd solely and entirely of a trifling
amount of dressing material carried in medical first-aid pouches,
There were no anaesthetics for battle casualties. No merciful
morphine for men with arms or legs mangled or missing.
Although both of these regiments were near full strength -
1760 officers and men - on their arrival in Mindanao, the ravesges
of malignant malaria reduced the number of effectives to little
more than fifty percent in a short time. Of those in the line,
many had the disease in a more chronic form. For a pericd of over
a wonth large numbers of patients were evacuated to Camp Kiethley,
treated with a solution of "Dita-bark" in the absence of quinine,
and returned to duty. In each case, although the fever was arrested,
the disease was still present. At the time. of the Japanese invasion
the main line of resistance in the Malabang area was defended by a
total of less than 700 men, including all overhead personnel. The

First Battalion, in reserve, possessed a strength of only 350 men,

On 28 January Thayer, whose battalions had been garrisoning
four rather widely separated points ia the Lanao sector, received
orders for the regiment to prepare for an extended hike, over
mountain trails, to Lake Pinamaloy, Bukidnon Province, where the

school of infantry and artillery tactics was being established
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under Colonel William F. Dalton. _

Thayer's regiment, like all the others, had been on half-rations
for some time before leaving Panay, and in addition, his regimental
food supply for the transfer to Mindanao had suffered the same sabo-
tage in Pulapanden as had that of the 6lst Field Artillery, Conse-
quently, his troops were not in the best of shape for this rigorous
trek over the mountains. Although the airline distance is probably
not over seventy miles, the actual distance covered was considerably

greater due Lo the numerous almost perpendicular canyons which tra-
verse the route through this rugged mountainous terrain, In spite
of the difficulties, the trip was accomplished‘in less than the nine
days specified in the orders by three of the four battalions. An
interesting sidelight on this expedition was Colouel Thayer's comment
that he had a great deal more difficulty during the trip with the
Moro cargadores than with his Filipinos. It appeared that the Moros
were afraid they were béing taken to Davao where some enemy action
was in progress. This evidence of fear or timidity on the part of
these tribesmen probably should have been sufficient warning to place
1ittle faith in their fighting loyalties. The legend still persisted
that, if the Datus swore on the Koran, their warriors would fight

with all the fanatic zeal of the Moslem. This did not materialize.

The trained troop strength in the Visayas following this large
transfer of regiments to Mindanao was reduced virtually to zero. On

Panay one engineer battalion and one newly-mobilized infantry regiment



remained. On Negros also, one infantry regiment, just mobilized.
Samar and Leyte each retained three Philippine Constabulary com-
panies, and the Leyte Provisional Regiment was just beginning to
orpanize. Cebu was perhaps in the best state of organization of

any of these islands at this time, with the Eighty—secoﬁd and Eighty-
third Infentry Regiments, and a Military Police battalion.

Supplies of any sort for these troops were virtually nonexist-
ent. Yet under the specified plans defense must be provided for
these islands, soc the few remaining American officers set themselves
again to the task of making bricks without straw.

On Panay General Chynoweth organized suocessively the Sixty-
fourth and Sixty-fifth Infantry which, with the Sixty-third Infan-
try and the battalion of engineers, brought the combined island
strength to eight thousand. For these eight thousand men there was
a meagre residue of Bnfield rifles, with broken extractors, and
about six machine guns. Nothing else.

Determined to ocarry on, they initiated a manufacturing program,
with Colonel Albert Christie in charge. Beginning with one small
civilian machine shop, heAsoon had every tool on the inland.at work
for the Army. The items manufactured included, first of all, ex-
tractors for the otherwise useless rifles. Then hand grenades®,
entrenching tools, canteens, matchep, flashlights, batteries, bolos,
spears, bows and arrows, reserve rations, powders, primers, floating
mines, tripoda, bipods, cots, shoes, clothing, haversacks, shelter

ténta, first aid packets, gas masks, and even a flame-thrower.

sDoevised through the ingenuity of Ordnance Corporal (later lst Lisut.)
Emil T. Michalik,




Through the efforts and influence of Tom Powell, senior, who
was well-known throughout the Island, whole villages of women and
girls set to work sewing on many of these items for the Army, turn-
ing them ou’t, in sho.r‘{ :<I>rder. |

.‘l'he bows and arrows and bolos provided arms of a sort for the
men who were withoub rifles. Although they were expected to be more
in the nature of morale builders than successful w‘eapcms, after the
invasion some of these bow and afros units ambushed Japanese soldiers
on mountain trails and exterminated them with arrpws and spears, The
leader of these units was Major Grino, a Pilipino, credited by Gen-
eral Chynoweth é.s being one of the finest natural soldiers he ever
encountered, -

Selected groups of recruits were also intensively trained with
bolos, to be used in ambushes, with a view to capturing rifles and
ammunition from the enemy. Since the bolo is the traditional Pili-
pino tool, used for everything from jungle-clearing and house-
building to harvesting the rice crop and butchering pigs, this type
of training made rapid progress,

Of all the Visayan Island commanders at this time, Colonel
Irvine C. Scudder, on Cebu, was probably the best situated. His
Eighty-second and Eighty-third Infantry Regiments were organised
and equipped as well as the limitations of tims, place and mater-
ials permitted; reasonably well-trained and presenting a uttie
of that appearance of "spit-and-polish” so dear to the hearb of

the professional military man. Their heaviest ordnance, however,
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consisted of a small number of .30 and .50 caliber machine guns
and two antiguated mortars whish had bo;n sent dowmm for training
purposes.

Comparing the various récordn available on this sector there
appears, novertheless, to bs some difference of opinion as to the
degree of mroficiensy these troops hed attained in guerrilla and
trail-cormbat taotics. Admi£t1ng o for the sake of justice, that the
maximm of tx;aining and instruoction which time permitted was pre-

sented, later eventa proved that these normally-unwarlike Filipinos

" had not absorbed the military knowledge required to cope with their

trained and disciplined invadsr.

Cebu was also without many of the inadequecies of supply which
plagued the other islanda, due largely if not entirely to the fact
that the main quartermezter base for the southern islands was sstab-
lished there on 25 November 1941. The woefully few cargo cerriers,
with but one or two exceptions®, which ran'the. Japnﬁese blockade to
the Philippines, put in at Cebu and most of the supplies perforce
remained on the Island.

Eerly in January 1942, Dr. V. R. Browne, a civilian who had

been professor of ohémistry at the University of Spain, was employed

by the Army to try to manufacture hand grenades and other aﬁaple_ ex-'

Plosives. Iron was obtainable on Cebu and from Negros. Powder was

aoquired by a simple expedient. San Bernardino Strait hed been

*fhe Coast Farmer discharged cargo at Anskan, February 1942, for
trans-ghipment to Luson, and a submsrine docked at Parang vith
supplies on 14 February 1942.
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heavily mined by the Japs. Each of these mines contained from
twenty-five to fifty pounds of powder. An offer of five dollars
to be paid for every mine reported end recovered resulted in more
powder than could be used.

Dr. Browne developsd a grenade similar in appearance to the
regular American hand grenade and with about the same destruotive
éowera, but without ﬁﬁe same pargin of safety to the user. Sone
fifteen thousand of these had been manufactured up to the time of

the invasion, of which Paney and Negros each resceived one-third.

On March tenth the Philippine liner Dona Hati arrived in Cebu

from Australia with about sight thousgpd tons of eritical supplles;
food, medicines, ammunitign and mail. All of these supplies were
earmarked for Bataan and Curregidor, but due to the rigid Japanese
blockade there was not a prayer of getting ships through to Luzon
at this tinme.

On the 16th, before she had been completely unloaded and before
routing instructions for her return voyage had been reoceived from
Navy Headquarters on Corregidor, there came a radio wyrning of the
approach of a Japanese eruiser from the south. The remainder of the
oargo was hastily discharged and in the absence of proper snilipg
orders Lt. Colonel Cornelius Z. Byrd, Assistent Superintendeﬁt Army
Transport Service in Cebu, resorted to the expedient of revarling
the ship's instructions for the northbound trip, greatly to the dis-

tress of Captain Pons, her skipper. In additionvto the omnipressnt
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hazard of enemy warcraft, Americen task forces -were ooncentrating
. in South Pacific waters, and Pons feared for the safety of his
ship from these, as well as from Allied submarines which ranged
farther afield,- if they wore not informed of his course and iden-
tity. After considerable acrimonious argument concerning the
orders, the Dona Nati esleared the north tip of Mactan Island jJust
in time tﬁ escape bging observed by the cruiser as it entered the
channel from the south.
Captain Pons' intention was to run south beyond the cover of
Bohol, making for thg_vPaoiric via Surigao Strait, but nearing the
Island of leyte a largs, vell-f:smouflaged ship was sighted, appar- ”
1 ently at anchor close inshore. Naturally assuming it fo be & Jap,
L the Nati changed course to the north and ran for cover, hoping to
| escapes without being seen. _

On the day preceding this event Colonel T. M. Cornell, com-
manding the leyte-Samar sector, was making an inspéotion tour of
the west coast of Leyte when he was informed by excited natives
that a Jap ship had anchored offshore near Matalom. Investigat-
ing, Cornell found the ship to be British; went out in a banca
and, with oconsiderable effort, scaled a vertical ro'pc ladder and
had a chat with her skipper - in the course of which the Colonel -

was persuaded to accept a couple of drinks and some British

cigarettes.

The ship proved to be the An Hui, an old China-coaster, bound
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from Darwin to Cebu with a preciocus cargo of smmumition, food and
three P=40s, all intended for trans«-shipment to Luzone The exaspere
ated Captain told Cornell that this was his first trip through these
waters and he had discovered =~ too late == that his chart was in
error and had run his ship aground in the narrow, i'eef-studdoﬂ
Canigao Chamnel. The First Officer had besn dispatched to Cebu in
the ship's launch for assistance, but had been gone some time. His
vessel pinpointed on the resf in full view of any prowling enemy
planes, ths doughty skipper was rapidly developing a mli-blwn

cage of jitters. There was nothing ho- could do until help errived
but sit and wait, and praye. Ome Jap ship, he said, h;d alresdy
approached shortly after the grounding, but had imexpiicably turned
away without firing.

Cornell promised to see what could be done closer at hand about
lightening the ship, with a view toward refloating her. The descent
of the swaying, slippery rope ladder was even more of a nightmare
than the asoent had been, the rotund figure of the genial Colonel
being infinitely better adapted to the iuventions of Mr. Otis.

Ashore, Carnell ordered a roundup of all suitable amall craft
remaining in Leyte waters, to sssist in unloading the vessel in the
hope of getting her off the reef, and proceeded with his inspection
trip. |

At Inopacan he found ths Dona Heti, her skipper still apol)m
with rage becauss he had been foroed to leave Csbu supty and without

sailing instructions to escape the impending enemy encownter. He
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told Cornell he had spotted the An Hui and believing her to be hostile
had put in behind Amogotada Point to await developments. ';hit wag
the "Jep" ship the An Hui had seen.

Carnell explain.ed the situation and asked if the Nati could pull
the gfou:nded ship off the reef. Captain Pons agreed to try on the
flood tide at dawn, provided Cormell would first make the necessary
arrangements with the An Hui's skipper to assure his not being ﬁrod
upon s he approached the mext morning. This the Colonel prpmisbd to
do, even though it involved ancther arduocus negotiation of the rope
laddor == this time in inky midnight darknesse

| At daybreak Cornell waited anxifously on the beach, but the
Rati failed to appears Finally, returning to Inopacan, he learned |
that Captain Pons had concluded the Canigao Charmel was too narrow
and tricky to make the attempt to pull a loaded ship off with an
empty one. |

Lioutenant G. W, Greene, Fawval Intelligence Officer assigned
to Leyte, had the Navy code and with this he was successful in
secux;ing from Corregidor sailing instructions for ths _Dgu;_ﬁ.

"which pramptly got under way. An American task foroe of two ocarriers,®
eight ocruisers and fourteen destroyers was operating against 1”.'
Salamsua and Rabaul during this period, Greene's action in securing
firm imstructions for the Nati was probably a major faotor in making
her presence known to this friendly foree, - |

Meenwhile, the roundup of small oraft which had been set in

motion the day before bors considerable fruit, and wnloading of the

* Lexington and Yorktown, under Vice~Admiral n\ben Brm and
Rear Admirsl Frank Jack Fletcher,
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An Hui was begun forthwith, Lieutensnts Tom Jurika and James Cushing
managed the removal of the three Pe40s, hiding them in a secluded
and wellwprotected spot near the beach, from which they were later
lightered down to Mindanao to be assembled by mechanics of the Sth
Alr Basee

The heterogensous flest of bancas, vintas end the likes were littils
wore than well-started on their unloading projest when the An Hui's
First Officer returned fram Cebu with a tug and a string of lighters
and took overe But the tinned foods and emmmition which Cornell‘'s
men had removed stayed on Leyte, and even this amall addition to their
gtores was of great values ‘

These troops were still without sufficient ammmition to hold a
defensive position however, having about 30 rounds per rifle and app~
roximately 500 rounds for sach of the six machine guns. Not over
twoethirds of the ultimate 2600 troops in this sector were armed at
alle Menufacturing of uniforms, shoes, rope, grenades and bolos
was carried on, and mortars, with shells, were in an experimental
stage at the time of the surrenders

The oversll situation i.n this sector had for soms time been
extremely difficults The movement of 21l Philippine Army troops from
Semer hed cansed considerable elarm emang the inhabitauts of the .
Island, who began evacuating in large mmbers, even to the sxtext ef
sesking refuge in other Islands. With the cooperation of Govarnor
Lucerno, Colonel Cornell had suscesded in ocutrolling the panie

cufﬁcimtly to halt the evacuation and persuade most of the populase
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to return to their normal pursuits, especially emncouraging them
to plant and hervest their arops;

The six Philippino Constabulary companies left on these two
islands were ossentially police forse organizations without gupe
porting weapons and inadequately trained in cambat taotics. Very
few supplies and weapons were available and practically no ammu
nition was on hand with which to equip the Provisional Regiment whisch
had been orgenized on Leyte in Jamuary. No Filipino officers

were available to assist with the training. However, Major Juan

" Causing, commander of this embryo regiment, was an exceptionally

fine type of Filipino officer, and performed his difficult task

" very efficiently, taking almost entire charge of the organization

of this regiment,

The three Navy Intelligence officers sent from Corregidor
to Leyte and Samar in February were attached to this sector upon
completion of their assigmment for the Bavy, thus relieving to
this extent the burden carried by Colonesl Cornell and Captain
Whitehurste

Airfialds had been under construction since late. in December
at Ormoc and Tacloban, under the supervision of lst Lieutenant
Irvine C. Spotte, formerly manager of the Samar Mining Company and
newly commissioned in the Corps of Engineers. This work was finish=
ed early in February end Lieutenant Spotte was then transferred to |
Cebu,

The one regiment left on Negros, the 74th Provisional Infantry,
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fmd been recruited late in December after & thorough search of
Fhilippine Army Cadre camps had disclosed sufficient weapons to
arm the men, Selected officers, American and native, st considersble
loss to the parent arganization were transferred from the 61lst
Infentry to the infaunt regiment, 1ncl;xding Capta.in Samiel Creager
Jones, to the command, Lacking previous combat sxperience he neverw=
theless was a most capable officer, energetio and ent}n;siast:lo," of
unbounded energy and initiative. Under his dirsction, the regiment |
made fair progress in training and assumed the responsibilities snd
duties of the 61st Infantry upon its departure for Mindaneo.

fhe senjor officer of the Negros Sector after Colonel Mitohell's
departure, Lt. Colonel Gadar, Fhilippine Army, immediately undertook
to bolster the weakened defenses of the Island by reeruiting still
another = the 75th = Provisional Infantry Regimente, which was not
a fully organized regiment since it consisted of only two rifle
battelions and a headquarters battalion. The two rifle battalions
were eventually more or less Amed; Their weapons consisted partly
of the small number of gerviceable model 1517 rifles available,
partly of such shotgums, .22 caliber sporting rifles and other odd-
ments as could bs rounded up locally ard a residue of "single-shot"
Enfields with broken extractors, necessitating the use of a ramrod
after aach shot for the remowal of the cartridge case. Since ammun~

ijtion, in the combat sense of the word, was virtually nonexistent

+The Teble of Organization for the Fhilippine Army Infantry Reglimemt
called for four battalions = 3 rifle battalioms and a headquarters
battalion. The rifle battalions consisted of 3 rifle companies and
maohine gun company. The headquarters battalion included a headquar—
ters and servioe compeny; & special weapons company which had a few
«50 cale mgs and trench mortars; a signal group - usually s platoonj;
end & pioneer group = also a platoon = for minor demolitions and
enginoer worke.
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this was not tholmjor difﬁcnltyr it would appear for in the event
of hostilities the guns would be of little use .my. exoept as
clubs,

The headquarters battalion however, although essentielly complete
as to perscnnsl was woefully short of weapons and still ghorter of
ammmition. Its only arms were salvage from the sunken Panay and
wers only partly functional = its smmmition was from the same
sourcs and of the same quality. Of ths 12 machine guns on the
$sland epparently none wers assigned to this regiment, Therefcre,
while organizationally the outfit was ccmposed of three battaliohl,
fron an e.otmi, combat standpoint there were only two - and even this
an optomistic view,

On 8 February Colonel Roger Hilsman arrived from Mindanmao to
assume command of the Island. He found that in addition to the
insdequacies of troops and arms, the defense of the Island was wmade
more difficult by the nature of the teriaim, the lcng distances
betwoen strategic points and the leck of adequate highways or rail-
rosdse The only feasible plan, he dooidcd,ku to outpost the
most probsble landing spots, concentrating the major portion of the
troops in localities which would permit their rapid movement to
danger points while protecting their lines of withdrewal into the
mountains in the event of necessity.

Scme time previoualy, under the gloricus delusion of the “help
is on the way" message, Captain Jones had directed t.hc construction

of a defensive position on the lower southern slope of Mount Kanlaon,
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fully expecting that by the time it was finished the necessery
suxillary weapons, ammmition and equipment would have arrived.
Lacking srtillery and anti-siroraft weapons the position was worss
than useless = it was suicidal « and none knew it better then
Captain Jones, It was never used,

At the time of Hilsman's arrival on Negros an unfortunate
politico-military situation existed which the commander immediately
set about to correct., Considerable friction was in evidence betwesn
ths civil authorities and the military due to certain of the latter
having somewhat grandiose ideas of the scope of their authoritys
These ideas were deduced largely from the history of the Islands.
During Spain's ascendancy civil power was backed directly by the
military and when civil power weakened or broke down - a not infire=
quent occurrence -~ martial law took overs During the early days
of the American occupation at the beginning of the twentieth
century American Army generals had functioned also as military
governors until, as the various sections quieted down and became
pesceable, civil govermment could be substituted,

Although our constitution specifically provides that oivil
power is at all timos dvoninnnt over military powsr, four hundred-
odd years of rule by foreign white men have taught the Filipino
that -th_e roverse 1s the case. True, einoe the days of General
Leonard Wood the Islands have seen only civilien governors, but the
average Filipino considersd this a sort of temparary or emergency
period existing solely because there was no war,
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¥ith the eruption of hostilities on 8 December 41, Juan de la
Crug* assumed that martial law was .- zin sutomatically in effecte
This delusion was most pronounced among the cammissioned persomnel
of the Philippine Army. Purthermore, the stress of the cmergency
which required American militery p?rsonnel to ignore the amenities
of peacetime procedurs = sometimes to a rather marked degree - did
nothing to correct this belief., Many, if not most, of the nati%e
officers wmcerstood the situetion not at all and fregucntly essuned
the right of "military necessity" where none existed, with occzasion=-
al disastrous results. |

' his condition prevailed throughout the Islands to some extent,
but a;nesrs to have been most ﬁroublesame cn Yegros, Hilzman was
eble to effect some improvewent durinz the succeeding two months
but ris heelth, which had not been rdbusé for some time, again
gave 2y snd on 7 April Cereral Chyroweth transferred him to Cebu
tc efford him a rest from responsibility end ordereéd Colonel Carter
Mclemmen over from Penay to comrand Negros.

The invasion of Cebu the day after Mclernnan's assumption of
command on Negros reemphesized the ~robable imminence of similar
action there, rrowmpting changes in troop dispositions. At this
time srtall detachments were scattere! in all the major barrios alomg
the coast. These dispositiong, vhile maintaining some pretense of
being militarily and tactically organized, had been mede largely
to placate the civil pnpulition which apparently felt secure if a

few squads of soldiocrs were visible about the torn from time to

* John Doe of the Philippines, or the man in the streei.
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time. It was not necessary to tell them thut such was not‘tha
casee In the event of an invasion they would learn it fast enoughe
In the meantime if they coulld be kept calmly at work, so much the
betters

However in the event of an invasion which would in all probability
be made at or before dawn, the commander of troops thus scattered
would be faced with onc of two proﬁlems. The Rip must be held at
or near his landing points by defensive and delaying action throughout
the dey; or a withdrawal must bg nade in full deylight - in which
case, Nip air being what it was, the troops would probably be bombed
tc hell in short order. FPFurthermore, in the event an attempt to
hold w.s »ade with these green and poorly equipped troops, the withe
drasml after the ection would be burdened with wounded for which
nelther motor transportatic: nor hospitals vwere availabls,

Teclennan, determined that his reoralts should reach ths mountain
erea with whole skins and with such ammmition as was then available,
subdividsd he Island into five soctors end assigned onc rifle battale
fon o sach, with orders to proceed at once to thelr respective arees
prepcraed to carry om guerrilla warfare if and when it becams necsssarye
No wait »us to assume any fixed location, all were to remain mobile
and with comnanies sspauratede Realizi:- the utter futility of atitompte
ing axy real defense of ths Island with the Troops and arms available,
¥eleran®s idea was to gresent no ccnognt}ctions which would be worthe
while a“tacking, yet %o provide by small encountars with the invader

widelr soparated throughout the Islund, sufficient irr~ituting annoyances
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to keep a sizeable enemy garrison occcupied, thus preventing its
employment elsewhers. Small groups werse £o be kept posted along
the seacoast near the in.portant towns and the more probable hostile
lamding soints with the sole mission of furnishing warnings of such
landinsse These were observation groups only and were not intended
to offer any resistance themselvese |

"ie proposed", says Mclemnan, "to maintain this 'irritating
action' umtil the Americens retwrned. Then, il we had any ammme
ition 1=f%t, we would come down ouf of the momntains and Xjck the
Nips in the tall while they were deferding the beaches. It was
all a very lovely idea, on paper, tut 1 sm not at all sure how
it would have worked out §"

Unfortunately for Hilsman, the Jap invasion of Cebu within
twenty=FCour hours of his arrival there on 9 April nullified any
opportimity. for rest and on 14 April he returmed to Negfos where,

since he was senior to McLerman, he reassumed commande

The transfor of the three regimsnts of the Sixty-first
Division from Panay snd Negros to Mindanuo was in compliance with

a lotter which General Sharp, the commander of the Visayan=

Nindanso Force; had received from General MacArthur on 31 Decembere

This le‘btbr (ses facing pege) indicatod a new mission for, and
red‘.:istribution of troops throughout all the Southern Islands of
the Archipelago, including the transfer of Visayan-ldindanao Force

Headquarters from Cebu to Mindanao.
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On 31 December General Sharp received a letter from General

HacArthur. The gist of this letter was as follows,

l. That all of Luzon except the lower end of the Batasn
Peninsula was in the ma of the Japanese.
2. That Batasn and the fortified islands in Manila Bay
would -be held.
3. That General Shgrp would move his headguarters to
Mindanaoc.
4. That not less than ons division would be moved from
the Visayas to Aindanac.
5. That Colonsel Liorse and soms six hundred Air Corps
men were enroute to Mindanao, that tho'sc troops would be used TN
as Infantrye.
8. That no further aid could be expested from Menila.
7« That General Sharp would make every effort to estab-
ligh and maintain contaet with our Forces in Australia and
the Rest indies.
8. That Genersl Sharp was in cormmand of the Air Force
in Mindanao.
9. That improvement and expansion 9!‘ air fields would
continue throughout the Visayas and Mindanao.
10. That the mission of the troops on Mindenao was the

holding of the Air Corps installation of that island, so that

they would be denied to the enemy and availsble for our air

force when relief arrived. E
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“hile not at that tims ayparent to us, the meaning of these
rather fare~reaching troop moyepents luter appeared to te accardiag
to a strategical plan of considerable importance. . It was probably
clo.sely related to General MaeArthur's plan to break out of Sataan
vis Subic Bay, end with the remaants of the Luzon Force join
General Sharp's troops in Mindanaos

In the southward zarch of Empire, Mindanao with ils fine ‘mr-
bors aud tremendous nstural resources was, to the Japanucss, an even
more ‘imgortant apringboard than Luzom. For many years Jepesnese
"farmers” had been settling in Pavzo Province wratil there were
now nore than 25,600 of thews Some, end probebly most, of these
were still loyal sons of Nippon. Some 7000 of them were reported
to be Japanese Amy reservists, armed and waiting only for the
proper signale

Before dawn on the merning of 20 Decerber 1341, & large
Japanese task force, composed of fourteen transportas ascorted by
six destroyers, rlus four cruisers and two aircrafb carriers under
the com:and of Admirals Texnske and Tekagl, steemed into Cavac Gulfs

~ The Amcrican Filipino ferces in Paveo at thie time were small,
consisting of 2nd Battalion, 1Clst Infantry and 2nd Bettalion, 82nd
Infantry, ernmed with Lnfield rifles, - -los, ernd z few .70 celitre
mechine suns. The Americen commernder, 1+, Colornel Roger Milsrmen,
beinz greatly outnumbered‘in tcth ren and wespens, ard witk his
wsteady trocps evaporating into the hills, was shortly forced ‘o

abadom the strugzle, and led the remnmants of Mis cowmand over hill

(tep # 6)
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trails to the north,

At Davao, as was the case in almost every encounter with the (Maps %
T

8,
enemy, there were heroic incidents in keeping with the finest trae~ #10)
ditions of the military service. The ection of 2nd Lieutenant
Milton Ee Moy, formerly e corporal of the Thirty-first Infantry,
merits the recognition due & coursgeous and resourcafui soldier,
Mounting & machine gun in a-truck ke took position covering a
possible beach landing-sites Japanese lendings were twice attempte
ed or this section of the béach.. In the first attempt Lieutenant
May permitted the boats to approach clese to shore bezfore opening
fire, The withering fire of this lone machine gun caused the Eips
"to withdraw ip the direction of their trsmsports, with extremely
heavy lossese
¥aval gunfire being then conoentrated on the machine gun truock

seored a dircct hite The gun was destroysd and its crew killed.
The force of the explosion knocked May out, blew hfs helmet from
fts liner and covered him with blood. Regaining conseiousness, he
returned to the comnand post; apparently not serlously injurede

He sssembled a platoon of volunmteers and led them back to the beach
in time to repulse ax-xother landing efforts He remained in position
umt1l ordered to withdrawas

Othér then this exploit; the Japanese landings at Davao,

Taloma and Malalaepg were virtually unopposed. An enemy seaplans

base was established at Taloma Bay, just south of Davao, and with

sLioutonant May survived the bambing of the prison-ship Oryoku Maru
in Subic Bay in December ‘44, but was lost in the subsequent bombing
of the Enoura Maru 9 Jenusry '45.

119



the arrival of fighter eircraft from ths Eleventh Air Flest a few
days later, the Japanese foothold in Davao was securce

Contact having been lost beotween Gemeral Vachon's Division
Aepd yuertors =% Jelaybalay and the forces in Daveo on the morning
of the twenbieth, two battalions* under the ccszm:nmi of Colonel
Aower? Y, Prissell were ordered to move out immediafely for Dawvao
fron Maleybalay, some 300 kilometers distant, with instructions €o
find the missing troops ~id *hold the Tigos-Fikit Road". This
read, lecding from the city of Davao on the emst to that of
Cotabsto on the west, bisects the sout}';crn half of these two proe
vinces, arnd otrer then jungle trails is the cnly meuns of access
to this region. Tre Jepanese landing at Mlalag was an immediate
threat to +this srea, meking the holding of this road imperatives

£ baktalion cf Philiysine Constabulary troops, ordered to
join Colonel Fricsell's command, were alreedy in pbsition at Digos
Junotion on his arrival. Leaving them as a protection for the
rear, the 101st Battelion proceaded up the coast to Dardhg, where
they detrucked and made preparations to go forward at dawn. Socoute
ingy partises wore dispatched to locate the enemy and a Yor» scmtt‘
who wae a native of this area ﬁas sent out in en attempt to_senm-c
information c-ncerning the missing commander and his troopse

The battalion of the 102nd Infantry, mearwhile, had arrived
fp its nosition at Digos and word was received from its commander
of the .Ie.nrzing; of 3000 sdditionel enermy troops at Malelag. SIinee

the road from Malalspg to Davao, through Tigos, closely follows the

s Third Battelion, 101lst Infantry; Third Battaelion, 102nd Infantry. 120
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coagtline and therefore w:s constantly in range of the battle craft
in Davao Gulf, precautions commensurate with the strength and
position of these forces were taken, |

Soon after daylight the following morning the battalion at
Darong* started its advance. FProgress was slow, due to the free
quent encountering of enemy patrols, but an advance element pene=-
trated to a point near Daliao, The Moro scout returned bringing
infotmation that the missing commander and his men were enroute to
Malaybalay over hill trails. (They later told a harrowing tale of
a very rugged fifteen-days-trip over these jungle trails, subsisting
on monkey meat and camotes, before they reached sanctuary.)

Another native brought word to Colomel Friasell of the death,
at enemy hands, of one of his pn_tréls, and of the gerious injury
of Lieutenant Facundo Marinos, the patrol leader. The lieutenant
had been taken to the home of a friendly Moro in Sitio Tudayo,®*
where he wes being cared for, and to which the native later guided
Colonel Frissell, 4

Meanshile, further reports from the oommnﬁor at Digos confirmed
the faot that Jepanese landings at Malalag were continuing, increasing
presaure on the DigosePikit road. Inasmuch as the information received
concerning the missing tﬂmps had obviated the necessity 5: going to
Davao, the battalion of the 10lst was withdrawn during the night of
21-22 December to a point near Digos and preparations were made to
strengthen the position at Digos Junctian, Minor skirmighes with

enemy patrols took place on the 23rd and again on the 27th in the

* Third Battalion, 10lst Infantry, under Major Arlie W. Higgins.
s+ A gmall Moro barrio near Darong.




;baea groves near the Padada Plantation amth of Digos on the road
to Malalag. On the 27th also, a detachment of Philippines Army
artillery, consisting of three of the 2,956 guns, under command of
Captain Acosta, reported to Colonel Frissell,

This artillery arrived at the psychological moment, for on
31 December, shortly after daybreak, reports by runner from both
front line sectors indicated an enemy landing in foroe along the
shore line from Digos to Fadada, a distance of about seven kilow
meterse The enemy attacked with infantry reinforced by tanks
and artillery, and with heavy air power. The heaviest pressure
of the enemy being initially against the right flank, held by
Third Battalion 101st Infantry, the left flank battalion¢ under
Captain Jghnson, was ordered to assist the right. Contact was
close and sustained throughout the day and easws.lties‘ were heavy,
emong them Captain Johnson, who was wounded; and Captain Acoste,
commender of the artillery detachment, killed. One of the three
2,95 guns, in position at the junction of the Padada=-Pikit Road
was lost in this aoction.

The right flank battalion held‘ its position well throughout ‘
the morning, but withdrew later, without orders, and established
a line across the highway at kilometer 69%. The battalion of the
102nd Infantry becams demoralized after Ceptain Johnson was wounded
and fled to the rear, many of the men retreating as far as Pikit.
The reserve battalion,** in the center of the line, held in part,

but many men and officers "evacuated”. Captain Floyd Forte, of

¢ Third Battalion 102nd Infantry
3 Third Philionine Constabularv Infantrv Battalion.

(Map # 8)
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the Foroe' Headquarters Staff, rallied a group of 150 men and dug
in near Haley Flantation, where he held,

During the night the position taken by the right flank battal-
ion at kilometer 69% was reorganized temporarily, and demolitions
carried out on highway bridges both north and south of Digos. This
position was untenable for more than a short interval, however, due
to the umavailability of water. It was also completely exposed and
within renge of the guns of the Japanese battle craft in the Gulf,.
The troops were therefore withdrawn the following day, 1 January
1942, to new positions between kilometers 70 and 71, about 11 kiloe
meters west of Digos, on the Cotabato—Davgp Highway. This was
excellent defensive terrain, end by using deep foxholes it was
pos’j,ble to keep the men in positiocn.

This area for the most part is dense hilly jungle, with
cultivated clearings scattered on both gides of the road. The
main line of resistance lay agtride the highway, and followed a
small streame The bridge across this stream had been destroyed
and at this point the ocut banks provided good tank obstacles. The
battalion seotor on the rigﬁt. to the south, was in & low area
marked with many small ridges containing numerous springs. The
left eector; on the north, was the end of a ridge which rose
abruptly and ren north toward Mount Apo voloano.

Against this position, during the period January 6 to 14, the
onamy launched repeatcd and increasingly severe attacks, but ale

thobgh their infantry continued to be supported by artillery and
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tanks, with bountiful air cover, they were unable to advance, and

sustained numerous casualties in their sttempts. Their artillery

continued to shell our rear areaz with considerable damage, however,

and their planes bombed nearby barrios, infliocting some casualties.

One small bomb dropped near our front lines scored a direct hit

on one of the remeining 2.95 guns, putting it out of action. The

third and lest of the artillery piecesg was then withdrawn, on the

Division Commander's order, to Pinamaloy, where an Artillery School (p $20)
was being established. e

The troop strength in this sector vhad been increesed to four
battalions by this time, by the addition of two battalions of the
103rd Infantry. Bands of Moros, under their Datus, were protecting
the flanks of the position and raiding enemy installations.

During the latter phases of the action the main Japanese
attack, launched on the morning of the eighth, weas directed against
the Third Battalion, 10lst Infantry,* on the south side of the high-
waYe Thi-,{\ f'ir;e battalion held its ground, under the leadership of
Major Higg.ins.t who at one time during the engagement quiockly con-
trolled several fear~stricken men and prevented the spread of panie
within the bhattaliom.

Following their unsuccessful attacks during this period the
Japansse &.parently changed their plan and gave up any attempt to
further extend their beach-head. The stand of Higgins' battalion

is believed to have been one of ths major factors contributing to

_this decision. A second factor was, no doubt, the publicity sur-

» See appendix {5




rounding the o;'ganintion of the Cotabato Moros under Gemeral Vachome
Thousands of head-hunting Moros were reported to be lurkdng in the
Jungles to repel the Japanese invasion; and the Jap, even more tham
most people, dislikes losing his head. In this area the enemy com=
ported himself very differently than in other sectors and, pre-
sumably, ‘due to his fear of the Moro, did not resort to his charace
teristio efforts at infiltration. Jap patrols numbered always at
least twenty men, and seldom left the highway,

Colonel John H. lMcGee recalls one inoident wherein the Jap
dread of the Moro kris was justified. "It happened®, says Colonel
MoGes, “at a time when we were having great troubls in securing
Japanese clothing and equipment for idemtification. Our patrols
wore active, but the Japs in these actions slways recovered their
dead and wounded, The Moros on the left flank were having quite
a few gkirmishes with the Japanese closs to Tres de Mayo, north
of Digose Colonel Perry called in a Moro warrior named Pindi Piang
and gxplained that he wented enemy clothing and squipment brought
béck. Apparently the request was misunderstoocd, and beslieved to
bs a reflection on his veracity that Japanese were being killed, be-
cause a fow days later several loros came into the commend post
with a sacke It was tipped upside down before the Colonel and out
rolled & Jep®s head 1" ﬁ:s owner had been forced to gubmit :bo 'Y
"Moro hair-out®,

"It was very hard", comments MoGes, "to get aoross to these

Moros what the rules of civilized land warfare meant, and why
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their habitual method of fighting should not be used.

“The operation of large bands of lMioros protecting the flanks
sounds wonderful™, the Colonel went on, "but we were never sure
of their number or their location. Most of them were armed only
with a bolo; they were not paid and their loyalty was to their
Datue A HKoro has many reasons for returning home, and he just-
leavess Before their initial enthusiesm wore off, however, 1
believe that they had created e deep impression on the Japanese.”

In spite of the respect which the Jap accorded the Ydoro it
was still necessary to maintain our patrols on the myriad§ of
trails which interlace this ares and which were at this time in
use by thousands of evacuees. The region swarmed with enemy
operatives and resident Japanese irrogulars who wére in appearance
more Filipino than enemy,

On 18 Jenuary Colonel Frissell was transferred to the Caga-
yan sector as Commanding Officer Forocs Reserve, with headquarters
at Senta Fe, and Lieutemant Colonel H. Ri Ferry took over the Digos
commend, with Lieutenant Colonel (then Major) McGee as his executive.

Japanese pressure having relaxed samewhat at this time, ade
vantage was teken of the lull to strengthen the position. A strong
outpost was established about one kilometer to the fromt of the
nain line of resistance. Flank outpesits at Matinao ani Goma were
strengthened. Machine guns on the mmin position were relaid snd
gur positions and foxholes dug deep, although the lack of sghovels

and'entrenching tools often necessitated the use of gharpsned sgticks
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for digging. Fields of fire were cleared and a great amount of
barbed wire was woven in low, wide belts. Communication trails
wore cut and vined, so that at night one could move by following
a vine, Telephone wire was brought in end the communications system,
which had been previously a single telephone line, was improved by
iines laid to all battalions and the outposte

A second posltion about 4 kilometers; to the reer was orgen-
ized and partially occupied as & catch position in cese of panic ==
always a possibility with troops who are not well-trained.
Particulerly dangerous et this time was the possibility of a few
rounds of smoke shell being mistaken for gas.

The ammmition supply was always critical, sAo the forty-
nine tevk mines which were received one day from the Air Corps
Ordnance Depot at Del Monte were most welcome. Ceptain Jokm
Lester, an Ordnance officer, had invented these mines, which were
improvised from dynemite, a shotgun shell and a pineepple can.

Here, as everywhere, supply was a seriocus problem. Again
meny of the old Enfield rifles had broken extractors and could be
fired only by the use of a ramrod between rounds. There were few
compassess The only .map even approximately acourate was a commer=
cial oil company road mep. Officers end men alike wore blue denim
uniferms, and shoes were very scarce. Medicines were limited —-
ths vitallysneeded quinine and morphine almost umcbtainable. Water
was purified by boiling or by drops of lodine.

But the Command waas fortunate in having a mumber of officers




and men of resourceful and ingenious disposition. Ome of the
best of these was Lisutenant Doak, a former non-commissioned
officer of the 31st Infantry, who now ran ths motor pool and helpe
ed with supply. "Doak," says Colonel }McGee, "had about a fifth-
grads education, but a master's degree in common sense ! There
was nothing in that part of the Igland that Doak could not find
and gete One partioular instence concerned the many broken aprings
" in busses and automobiles. Doak gathered up these broken springs,
had a blacksmith spread and sharéen one end, and contrived a good
entrenching tool",

Captain Corvera, Operations officer and later executive,
gave splendid service here during a long pericd. Lieutenant Tan,
a native of Davao who had lost his femily Ming the invasion,
was a feerless individual and particularly good in the jungle.
Lieutenant Diehl, from lalalag, was in charge of a patrol of
soouts upon whom the command depended for. enemy information. Wan
Dag Dag, a civilian of the Digos area, was inducted and furnished
much valuable informaticn. A detachment of engineers under
Lieutenants Felipe, Ong Ping and Avis beceme indispensable. Lieut-
enant Ross Mlller, the Division Engineer officer was excellent; eas
were Lieutenant Cabrera, supply: Ceptain Bernardo, medical officer;
and many otherse.

Some time during February the Moros on the flenks were withe
drewn for training and reorganization. Their number had dwindled

until they could rot be counted on as dependabls gecurity. But
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they had done fine work, without pay. Colomsls McGse considered
Pindi Piang one of the finest ngm.rihowxmrm. and
very loyal to the Anoxfioaal.

About 19 February Colonel Perry was transferred to Force
Beadquarters and Major McGee assumed command of the Digos area.

siajor MeGee promoted to Lisutemant Colomsl 10 April 42,
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