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FORKWORD

Geography - as u result of the far-flung employment of United
States Forces during the Great ‘ar ending in nineteen hundred and
forty-five - was accentuated in the consciousnoss of the Anmerican
people. Beginning with Pearl Harbor and luzon, attention was fo-
cussed sharply on the broad expanse of the Pacific Ocean, with its
pin-points of land bearing exotic nemes, either unknown or forgot-
ten because of their relative unimportance in the progress of mod-
ern civilization.

While these world-snaking attacks on out outposts in liawaii
and the Orient jolted American conplacency, und served to unifly
the opinion and will of the people, they confronted the handful
of United States forces on these outposts with the grim reality
of the inadequacies of manrower end equipmont which Ameriocan pol-
ioy had with lethargic consistency ignored, or blindly disreparded,
through the months and years when governments precariously walked
the brink of chaos.

Complete material isolation wus guiokly brought about by the
Japanege in effectively outting our water and ;ir lines of commun-
ication to the Philippines, leaving the defenders on thelr own re-
sources, with no hope of assistance except along the hard, bloody
road of step by step combat from bases thousands of miles distant.

For those who stood the initial shoock this assistance would



come too late. Perhaps too few of us on the yround realized the
gicantic logistical problems involved after that first paralyzing
blow was struck. Somoe could never reconcile their thinking to

the national policies which either ignored or inadvertently failed
to provide distant areas of responsibility with the sinews of war -
so many things were left undone at a time when the finger of des-
tiny was pointing unmistakably to a world spimming dizezily toward
a global conflagration. o3t adopted a fatalistic philosophy,
ooupled with a determination tﬁﬂt the prestige of our American
democracy would be upheld to the last ditch of human effort, at
all costs.

This story is not written to accuse or attach blame for the
sins of omission or commission before, during or after the holo-
caust of the Philippines. To accuse one would be to blame all of
the people of the United States who enjoy the heritage of shaping
our dostiny. Rather is it intended as a plea to you, as a citizen
of the greatest nation on the face of the earth, to vow that never
again will the forces you charze with the responsibility of secur-
ing your national interests and way of life, lack for the essentials
with which to discharge that trust.

It should be remembercd that the soldier does not create war.
‘He 1s but the tool with which you fight. These tools must be kept
bright and sharp against your hour of need.

wuch has been written and said on the campaigns and battles of

our latest war, yet here and there are areas which have been lightly
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treated or passed up altoyether. Muny eulories have been peaned
ia praise of the Jufenders of Bautaan and Correpidor. Their proud
record will remsin for #ll tine emblazoned on our nution's scroll
of honor.

But there weré others where, to the south of Luzon, lie the
islands of Panay, Negros, Cebu, Bohol, Leyte and Samar, known as
the Visayas, and a little furtier south of this group, liindanao -
only slightly less in area than Luzon. These islands too contribe
uted to the American effort. The bitter battles which were fought
there by a fow thousand poorly-trained and -equipped Filipino sol-
diers and a thin sprinkling of American officers and men against
nopeless superiority in numbers and armament, while little nore
than a delaying action, mey well have saved Australia - perhaps
more = by upzetting the time schedule of the Jupanese juggernaut.

Weasured by the stendards of our forces which ultinately
overthrew the Germans and the Japanese, these results are unin-
pressive, but measured in loyalty, zullantry, sweat and blood, the
accomplishments are worthy of perpetuation and veneration in kecpe
ing with the highest traditions of our country.

kany Americans, as well as Filipinosf died bravely in the
swamps and jungles and canyons of these Southern Philippines;
many others laid down their lives for their country no less.truly
and no less galluntly and heroically because they died miserably
crammed in the stinking, filthy, vermin-ridden holds of Japanese

prison ships; or starved and rotted in malarial prison camps, than
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lon a shell-torn field, Buitles are over in hours - or days -
and there is food, and rest., The living death of imprisonment un-
der the Japanese was without surcease, year after endless year,

The frightfu) chronicle of the Japanese priscn camps has been
delineated. No attempt is made here to add to these Zhastly records, ’

But ‘the war itself - the actual campaign of 19412 in the
Visayas and iindanao - has hitherto gone unrecorded.

From my own recollections then; from interviows with and let-
ters from many of the surviving officers and soldiers of the
Visayan-Mindanan Force, tozcther with such official documents as
were ﬁot confiscated by the Zmperor's forces, this attempt is made
to portray accurately the conditions, the hopes, the despaifs, the
heroisms and the tragedicss vhich were woven by Fate into the histor-

ical tapestry of the Visayan Islands and ‘indanao.
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CHAPTER I

The sleek little interisland steamer Yayon rolling gently up
Iloilo Strait had never been as beautiful as she appeared tonight
to the little group or>woary Americans waiting on Guimaras Pier.

Among her passengers were additional officers, critically
needed, for the ﬁew divisions of the infant Philippine Army whioh
Colonel William F. Sharp was then mobilirzing in the Visayas. Chris~
tie was there, and Mitchell. Both colonels -- regulars. Ma jor
LDeter, Medical Corps; and Britton, Fitzpatrick, Fliniau and Great-
house; all captains then. And if God and the quartermaster were
both in a benign mood perhaps the hold of the little ship might
reveal some of those vital and almost non-existent items in the
Visayes at that time -- guns and ammunition.

As we drove through the warm, quiet Sunday dusk toward head-
quarters and mess the 1little city of Ilo seemed so peaceful we
could olose our eyes and believe, for a moment, that we were home,
in Charleston. Or Long Beach -- or Jacksonville. But only for a
moment, until our atill-Ooccidental nostrilas, again assailed by
that exotic redolence blended of frangipani, deoaying fish,. ginger
flowers, dirty streets and horase manure, jolted us baock again into
Oriental reality.

For this was the Philippines, on Deoember Seventh, 1941, and

wo knew that the cat was about to jump.



we nad been expecting it for weeis, hopinyg uzainst hope to
have a little more time to wake soldiers out of our barefooted
tacs. Tire! Time to teach our willing but raw recruits which
end of a gun shot (with twoenty-year-old nnfields bigger than
they were.) Time! Timo to train leacers. Time to accusulate
supplies of food, rifles, ertillery pileces, anmunition, shoes --
all the sinews of war -- from ¥anila or from the States. Time
to implement our deficienocies with local resources. TIMELS

But it was no particular surprise when Captain Gavine, my
senlor Filipino officer, came to my quarters at Lingle the next
morning as 1 was dressing, his usual cheerful manner grave, his
messare grim,

"Fearl llarbor has been attacked, Ser! The report was just
received from Iloilo radio station.”

Pearl Harbor! And we had thought the first strike would be
made at the elmost defenseless Philippines!

To news of such import from unconfirmed, unofficial sources,
the first reaction was sharp disbelief. Especially sinzce the re-
port had been received through a local radio station, somewhat
garbled, and no doubt exaggerated, by native hysteria. iias this
rumor perhaps & Japanese device to create confusion among the
Filipinos?

The Islands were permeated with a substantial percentage of
Japanese nationals as well as a considerable number of native

fifth-colurmistse, from whom the fomentation of disorders could be
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expecteds Kurusu was still in vashington, and even though an
Associated Fress cispateh from Manila had quoted him on his stop
there on 8 Lovember as having "not much hope" for the success of
his "peace mission", it was incredible that Japan would actually
disregard international amenitiss to this extent!

Anyway, the Division Commander's conference, scheduled for
this morning in Iloilo had not been cancelled., 1 was due there
at nine o'clock and had barely time to make it now. If the raid
on Hawail woere a fact Colonel Ch&noweth would know. HKeanwhile,
runor would wait on fact and no conjectures would alter the train-
ing program. But security measures woulcd be observed with even
mors than the usual vigilance, just in case.

Upon arrival at Civision Headquarters, it was immediately
spparent that the fat was in the fire. TCuring the conference,
official verification arrived from USAFFE in Manila, and‘ahortly
thereafter, the tragio report of the boabing of Bagulo, lovely
sumner capitol of the Islands, where all of us had spent many
happy days.

In the light of the changed international situation, plans
for a tighter defense of the Islands were discugsed and decisions
made as to the transfer of troops from tfaining areas to tactical
positions. We said goodbye to Mitchell, who left immediately for
Negros to assume comsmand of his regiment, the 6lst Infantry. Colo-
nel Christie was given comuand of the 63rd Infantry, on Panay.

These officers had come ocut to Manila from the States with Colonel



Chynowoth on the Army Transport Coolidge in November but a snarl
of the usual red tape prevented tnem from reaching their assipgn-
ments as rapicly as Colonel Chynoweth. As a result, they were
thrown into the picture cold, with no chance to orient themsslves
or to acquaint themselves with the capabilities and 1linitations
of their officers and men before war broke.

The confecreonce ended with a keener realization on all our
parts of the gravity of the situation, and a deeper appreciation
of the responsibilities of commend, as we returned to our various
atutioné to carry out the new dispositions.

Shortly after my return to Dingle, news of the raids on
Clark Field and Fort Stotsenburg, on Luzon, which we had so recent-
1y left, came in. Remembering the concentrations of planes in
their neat, peacetime rows; the dummy plenes spotted within frag-
ment range of quarters; the Sawali barracks of woven palm fibre
pudging the edges of the field; we marveled -- not for the first
time -- at the lack of vision thus exhibited.

1t had been felt that war was imninent for approximately a
yesr. The last of the wives and children had been returned to the
United States by decision of the State Department in May of '4l.

In spite of the keen anxiety which pervaded the scene it was not
until 15 November that fighter aircraft were placed on twenty-four-
hour alert, fully geassed and armed. Yot until 29 Kovember was the
Army placed on alert with all leaves cancelled. Mot until 6 Decem-

ber did ifajor Gemeral Brereton place all air units on alert with



combat crews end raintenunce crews constantly reacy for duty.

Althouzli the first messure pussed by the I'ilippine National
Asscilly, after the inaugurztion of the Fhilippine Comionweslth
in llovembter 1935, had been for the establishuent of a Fhilippine
Aray, it was not until January, 1937, that the first class of
trainces, 20,000 strong, were assenbled for a full five-and-one-
half wonths period of instruction. Yven then training facilities
were so hundicapped by lack of funds and shortaces of equipmoent
that no unit truining was attempted, end very little in the use
of weepons.

Since early Spring, 1941, Goneral George Grunert, Comnander
of the .nhilippine Lepartment, had been attempting by every means
available tc him to obtain through Washington desporately neoded
supplies and oguipment, but with little tangidle result.

On 25 July 1941, retired General Douglas Macirthur was Field
{larshal of the Philippine Army. Cn 26 July, Prosident Roosevelt
authorized the organization of the United States Arwuy Forces in
the Far Zaust (USAFFE) and appointed MacArthur comnander. Now --
it wes hoped! -- gome of that vast stream of planes, arms, military
supplies of all kinds belng poured so freely into Lurope and Africa
would be civerted to the Islands, and that there might then still
be hope of fashioning soume sort of effective military orgnﬂizltion

in time to stop the Japanese juggernsut, which was even then roll-

ing on into Indo-China.

ihe formation of USAFFE, howevor, superimposed a higher head-



quartcrs over existing Headguarters Thilippine Tepartnent, and
since, at that tiue the ouly lnerican forces in the Far Basl
were Shese of the Thilippine Department, theres oxisted from the
orisin of USLFFE a confusion as to the prerogatives of these:
higher headquerters. After the mcbilization end induction of
tme thilippine Army, a third hirsher headquarters -- "lHeadquarters
Philippine Army" -- entered into tho cc:mand picture adding fur-
ther conplications. In operntion there existed from the beginning
e duplication of effort which reéglted in conflict of orders and
Cenizlz of responsibility.

On 15 August, Genersl Crunert held an orientation confersence
{n i'enile, during which he stated ghat Le hed Leen glven the
mission of mobilizing end treining the Fhilippine Aray; thet the
first incremenits wouldé be incducted into the Service of the United
States on 1 Septemper 1941, &nc that the treining of these inductees
would be such as to have them rewdy toc "defend the beaches" by 15
Cctoer 1241,

it this conference, Colonel #illium Fe. Sharp was assigned to
command the Visayan-iindanao Force, which included ell the southern
{glencs of the Philippinec Archipelago. listrict com-enders (or
irstrocters, as they were then celled) for the-individual islends
wore also designated, rcre or less arbitrarily, at this meeting, as
wore the mcmbers of Genersal Sharp'a own staff; anc all were unknown
to him prior to this time. (See appondix 1). Headquarters, Visayan-

Kindsnac Force, wus to be estublished et Fort San Pedro, Cebu City,
»



Cebu.

The mission assizned to the Visayan-ifindunao Yorce, in brief,
was Lo cdofend the islands of Panay, Vesros, Cebu, Bohol, Samar,

Ioyte nwd 'findanao from invasion by the Japanese; to build, develop
and expand airfields throughout these Islands; and to orevent sup-
plios and raterials from fallinz into enemy hands.

Just nrior to war, comranders for the divisions wore assigned
to ané joined the Force: Colonel Rradford G. Chynoweth to the Glst
Pivigion on Panay and Nerros; Colonel Guy 0. Fort the 8lst Civision,
or~anizins on Cebu and Bohol; and Colonsel Joseph P. Vachon the 10l1st,
assigned to the Cotabato-Tavao area of “indanao.

Golonel Fort had a backeround of many years in the Philippines
in comiand of various Philippine Constadulary units. Colénel Chyno-
woth had soent his toyhocd in Zamboanva during his father's tour of
duty there under General Arthur VacArthur, father of Dourlas Xac-
Arthur. Chynoweth and Vachon, hoth officers of many years' experi-
ence an¢ service, had come out to the Islands together on the
Coulld~e¢ orriving on 20 Yovewher 1941, the last transport to reach
fanila.

« fevorite topie for discussion sboard the transport had bean
now “est to solve the desperate probles of Fhilippine defense. The
pros and cons of Tourlas MacArthur's statenent on this question,
wade in Jiano of 1929, were reczlled. Ye had asserted at that time
tirt, 1. his opinion, the cost of an invasion of the Philipnines

wiorld hHe vrohibitive in Yoth lives and cdollars. £&l1so, that he



belicved not only that Japan would be stralsgloally weakenad by
the posgscssion of these islands, but that the generally accepted
pronise that Japan covated the islands was erroneous.

leclops, in tho 1ut6rvoning years, he had revised his opin-
jons. In any event, it was generslly conceded aboard the Cool-~
idge, despilo the respect acocorded .imoirthur's vision and Bagaoc-
ivy, thutfif the Fhilippines were not covcted and marked for
ubbuapled acquisition by the Japansse, that thelr foreign polioy
ha¢ been skilliully snd systematically iisleading. It was felt
ihab the Jepanese must oventually atiack or bo cumpclled to
accepi loss of face by abrogating their entiro concept of Lhe
"irealor nast f.sia Co-I'rosperity Sphere”.

It was gererally coubtec if tiw Japs could be prevented from
naki.cg landings. 3ut 1t was agrecd tuut the Filipino troops could
be traincd up to such a degree of mobility that we could lead the

Jeps on cao then fall on their flanks and destroy them. .ord had
goiten around that liscArthur had truined an army of half-a-nillion
men, ¢.J thet it rezained only for the finishing touches to be put
on toeir training. "The valor of ignorancel" The Fhilippine Army
wss con army in name enly. It didn't even have basic combat train-
inge. tnd even had tae iraining Leein cgupleted the eyuipment for
any sort of intensive action was tctally lackinge.

3y ©ihe time Colunel Chyavwell arriwvec in Iloilc on 24 Novem-
Yer, L€ nwo alrecdy dcen disillusionsd To some extint about the

e¢fficacy of his new comnand. Luria  the sericd of impotent inertla




v

¥ AP

i

1



in anile, enxiously awaiting orders, he had dropped in at the
Army cn? Mavy Club one night and enccuntored an old friend, Colo-
nel C. ', Stivers, now nersonnel officer of USAFFE. This was the
nan! Irredistely %o hescught Stivers for information concerning
hi; essipgnment, and tho news he received was a body blow. He was
for the 61st Nivision of the Philippine Army, in Iloilo, and Pete
Vachon was to “ave the 101st, in Mindanao. Tho very two essirn-
ments they bad joked about on the ship as beins backwaters and
Jumoing-off places, too far from the main show on Luzon ever to
see eny action. And now, like Job, the very things they had
dreaded hsrd come upon them!

Concerned, Chynoweth set about prying all available informa-
tion out of Stivers rolating to the new command. ™Do my troops
hove the new M-1 rifle?” Le asked.

Stivers threw back his Lead and roared vitk laughter. "No",
he replied, when he could sreak again, “an? it's easy to see from
that auvestion that you haven't b“een in the Islands long this time.
These troops con't even have Sprinrfields!"

"iell, for Cod's saxe, what do they have?” Chynoweth implored.

’nd then Stivers pave him the works. Such of the troops as
hed runs at all had Enfields -- lonr, old, 1917 Enfields for these
tiny ¥ilipinos. Ancd there weren't even golng to be enoufh of
those to ro around by the time mohilizetion was completed. The
divislcn artillery was to have only old mountain guns, on 1ittle

woocen wheels, obsolete a guarter-century ago, but ell that was



available, No new motors, no trucks, no jeeps, few American
officers, few trained officers of eny sort. That was the deeal.
And there wouldn't be any aces in the hole either, barring
miraclese

The next day, from MacArthur himself, came the warning that
Chynoweth would find little in the way of equipment in his divi-
sion, oncd that there was no hope of obtaining more. But the
General cid offer the cheering (although micleading) information
that the troops would heve oune great advantage in that thoy would
be firhting on the very beaches and terrain over which they had
trained.

Some glimmer of optimism still persisted, then, until over
the luncheon table in Fort San Fedro that first day in Iloilo,
Colonel Chynowath began, with enthusiasm, to tell his staff of
his plans for training the 61st Livision. Uf the unbelievable
mobility they would achieve, and the deceniralized, all-out in-
struction which would fit then for blitazkrieg, in spite cf ths
handicups of equipmaent shortages.

Tho polite skepticisw with which his remarks were recocived
annoyed hin, and he let it be known, unmnistakably. It was Allen
Thayer, the fine, young livutanant coloael of the 62nd Infantry,
w10 finally braved the storm.

"3ir, I an afrald you have bcen aisinformed as tc your divi-
sion's votential. Cortainly as Yo its Izaadiate abilitios”.

Tourtoously, ut positively, Thuyer .ent on. "Tae troops hava

10



no basic training upon which to build -- the regiments, at this
éoint. aro little more than mobs! PFurthermore, the few Filipino
officers and non-commissioned officers (except for the half-
dozen regulars from the Philippine Scouts) have had so little
training themselves that they are useless as instructors.”

The Div;aion Commander was appalled, but Thayer wasn't
through with the bad news yet.

"Wie have about a dozen Ameriocan Reserve Officers in the
entire Division, who are fairly well trained but without combat
oxporienoo. They speak only English. The Filipino officers
speak qostiy Tagalog, and many do not understand English too
readily. The men speak a variety of dialects, understand English
1ittle or none and Tagalog only slightly bettert”

VWhat a Tower of Babel this outfit was going to be! The re-
sulting confusion in orders was enough to drive a saint med --
and 1f there were any saints in the Sixty-First, their presence
had not been felt.

The langusge problem continued to be a most baffling ome
throughout the campaign. At one time, in the 61lst Field Artillery
Regiment, in addition to English, Tagalog and Visayan, there wor;
fourteen native dialects represented, none of them mutuslly under-
stood. Yhen one considers that there are eight languages and
eighty~seven dlalects spoken in the Philippines, and that less
than one out of four inhabitants at that time spoke or understood

English, the lack of coordination in our troops is not difficult
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to ocomprehend. No organisation can function very brilliantly
when it has to talk to itself in sign languagel

Colonel Chynoweth was to recall many times, and with amase-
mont, General MacArthur's statement to him in Manila =~ that
these troops would be fighting over the very terrain on which
they hed trained -~ and wonder if the General had been merely
trying to be encoursging, or 1f he had been misled or misinformed
by his own staff, for none of these men had had any combat train-
ing on any beaches or terrain.

Presumably some ot‘tho reservists had been given five months'
training, of sorts. Their progress was about what one would nor-
mally expect of American recruits in three weeks. Some of the men
wore armed with the Enfields which had caused Stivers so muoch iron-
jo emugement, but the number of rifles aveilable was wholly inade-
quate, and fifteen percent of those had broken extractors, for
which there were no replacements. Furthermore, the men didn't
know how to shoot. Even the few reservists had had only five
rounds, in training -- just enough to teach them how to load and
squeeze the trigger. And we couldn't trein them now because we
had no emmunition to spare. It must be saved for grimmer business.
Most of the men, plucked bodily from their peaceful rice paddies a
few short weeks before, had never even held a gun in their hands.
Nor was this the half of it!

And this, then, was the instrument with which we were to re-

pel a thoroughly-trained enemy, excellently equipped and seasoned




by years of conquest!

But by this time there had been so many unpleasant surprisos
and diseppointments that the very hopeleupou of the situation
beoemo a challenge. We'd find a way to beat the game yot!

The 6lst Division was to consist of the 6lst, 62nd, and 63rd
Infantry Regiments, the 8lst Field Artillery, the 6lst Engineer
Battalion, and the 6lat Hediett.l Battalion, with Headguarters at
Iloilo. Of these, the 6lst Medical Battalion was mobilizing and
the 83rd Infantry about to begin mobilizing. The other olements

had just completed or were nearing the completion of their mobili-

zation.

The guns for the artillery wore not on the Island. Head-

quarters in Manile, adhering striotly to peacetime routine, re-

fused to ship them until the necessary magatines and warshouses
had been comnstructed. These had not even been begun. There was,
however, one bright spot in the all-pervading gloom.vhcn sbout
SO Kovember we roceived a small shipment of ammunition, inoluding
suffioient rifle ammmition to bring our supply up to about €0
rounds per rifle, and a limited amount of artillery ammnition.
These supplies were under the ocontrol of two American -Ordnance
non~ooms, who were ocnsiderably perburbod over the lack of proper
facilities for storing this materiel. We were, however, too
cheered and encouraged by the arrival of these necessities to be
disturbed by the mere lack of warshouses. Now, if Manila would

Just send our artillery pieces -—- 113



The three training camps, at Anilso, Dingle Barracks, and
Pototan, were just being built. Ax_xd it appeared that here, as
at home, political considerations outweighed military require-
ments in the selection of camp-sites. The training areas were
too small, the roadbeds were poor, the water supply so inadequate
that it was diffioult to obtain even enocugh for the kitchens, for_
cooking and drinking. There was not even a probability of pro-
ocuring & sufficient supply for the showers.

Recommendations were hunodiatoly made to USAFFE that urgent
steps be taken to reotify these situations. But before any sction
could be taken, Pearl Harbor, and Brereton's "Little Pearl Harbor"
at Clark Field, flashed across the soreen, and permanent campsites

ceased to be important.

(Map F 2)
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CHAPTER I1IX

‘Since the outbreak of hostilities had caught us with a divi-
sion just mobilizing end untrained, we had, obviously, to revise
our originul plan of action. We were assigned to protect two
islands comprising approximately 10,000 square miles or slightly
larger than the State of New Hampshire and with many hundreds of
miles of wvulnerable coastline. Wo had insufficlent arms, no ar-
tillery, and only 60 rounds of ammunition per rifle. Colonel
Chynoweth, therefore, modified the plan on his own initiative, to
provide for a deep delaying action culminating in a final, mobile
defense in the mountain masses.

In order to have freedom of aoction to cope with a situation
developing on any front, the Division command post at this time
was moved inland from Iloilo to Santa Barbara, a barrio about tem
miles north of Iloilo on a good roadnet leading to all parts of
the Iloilo front and on the principal highway lesding to Capis,
the seoond important town of Panay, on the north coast. Troops
were disposed into tactical positions with outposts covering the
important localities on the beachss and reserves well back.

The Glst Field Artillery (without artillery pieces) which
had been training at Dingle, a small barrio about 25 kilowmsters
northeast of Santa Barbara, was moved in accordance with new
tréq; dispositions into Division reserve, with headgquarters at

Cebatuan. One battalion under Lt. Murphy was initially stationed
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~at Janiuay, end a detachment under Lt. Tiald provided security for
tﬁe Santa Barbara regervoir.

The newly-mobilized 62nd Infaﬁtry, under command of Lt. Col.
Allen Thayer, which had been coverinr the southeastern coast in
the Yiagao-Banate area, was pulled out and sent north to guard the

Capiz front; being relieved in the Iloilo sector by the embryo

63rd Infantry under Lt. Col. Carter McLennan, and with e platoon
of the 6lst Field Artillery at Sara as an intelligence link cover-
fng the important road junction in the vicinity and possible land-
ing s§ots on the coast of Concepoion Bay.

Epanwhile, on ths other islands of the Visayan-Mindanao group,
the island commanders were experisencing the same kind of headaches
we were having. Colonel Mitchell, on Negros, had discovered that
although his regiment, the 61st Infantry, had been mobilized for
gome time, training was still in the most rudimentary stages. Cap-
tain Floyd Forte, the former regimental commander, and Captain Van
Yostrand, his sxecutive, both fine officers, had done their best,
but again the troops simply had no foundation upon which to build.

Colonel Cornell, on Leyte, was handicapped by the same chaot-
3o conditione, as were Colonel Vachon in Mindanao and Colonel Fort
in Cebu.

At this time Radio uanila (KZRY) was broadcasting the progress
of the invasion on Luzon. Tempered with optimism and paying tribute
to the staunchness of the defenders, these broadcests went far to-

ward allaying fear and preventing hysteris among the populace.
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It .was, however, apparent to tha objective military mind that in spite
of stubborn resistance, the defending foroes were withdrawing accord-
ing to plan, into the Bataan peninsula to make their final stend.
This fight for Bataan, in the face of stag-ering odds in equip-

ment and the other combat necessities, by the starved "Bastards of
Bataan® is epic. There never was a finer fight or so tragic a oon-
olusion. Frunk Hewlett's 1ittle verse which so aptly expressed the
lament of the survivors of this trial by fire, has always struck a
deep inner chord and pointed the accusing fingor where it proporly
belongeds

"We'ro the battling bestards of Bataan,

No momna, NOo poppa, no Unocle Sam,

No aunts, no uncles, no nephows, no nieces,

No rifles, no puns or artillery pleces,
And nobody pives a dawm."

Captain Price, one of the battalion comnanders of tho 6l1st
Fiold Artillery Kegiment, had brought with him from theo Stotes a
Hallicrafter receiver and with this we listoned to the reports of
disaster as they continued to fldsh across the world -- from KZR!
in lManila, from KGEI in Szn Francisco, from Radio Tokyo. These
reports were not always in agrocment with our military intelligence,
but were useful in following the poneral trend of events. Thus werse
we apprisod of the progress of the seige of weke, whoso baptism of
fire followed so closely that of Pearl jiarbor, that same fateful
day. Of the ampatation, by cJzpunese torpedo-tombers off the coust

of t‘alaya, of those modern fin~crs of the British fleet, the
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*Repluse” and the "Prince of Wales™ on 10 December. And on the
sane day, the leisurely, precise and absolute deatruction of the
Cavite "Taval Base on Manila Bay, by more bombersa.

On the eleventh, Tokyo gleefully announced the ocoupation of
Gu;m after one day of fighting, and the oapture of its Govermor,
Captain Georpge Johnson Mo4illin, USN (he whon the Chamorros, in
rospectful admiration, had dubhed "King of Guan"). This tiny
atoll, boasting only a token force of Navy and Marine personnsl,
lyinz close to the sreat Japanese arsenal of Rota, which on clear
days was plainly viasible from the Governor's verandah, was coa-
pletely unfortified. This, according to one version, "because
Congress could sesz no farther than the west bank of the Potomacl™

Tong Kong, battling for existences Malaya with its “impreg-
nable" Singapore bastion, reeling under the blows of the little
yellow man, its guns pointing endlessly and futilely seaward.
Cunningham, Devereaux and Wilson with their little bands of stal-
warta, trading punches with the Japs at Vake,

How far could Tokyo epread and conquer? How bolster vanish-
ing moralet How soon would the blow fall on us?

Questions offset by feverish activity. Yo time to think of
congoqiences, No time even to whip our forces into a semblanoco
of an efficient, reliable tool of waf.

Yie wore still without even the barest necessities in the way
of equipment. VYanila had been promiging to ship us our artillery

by the "first available transportation”, but aggravating delays

1



proved the rule rathsr than the exception, and it was not until
18 Tecomber that USAFFE advised that the 2.96 mountain guns and
arrumition, as well as othor vitally needad aquipmont, werse
leavin® on the interisland steamer Corregidor. We were elated!
Now, maybs, we'd have something to work with, Tven if the runs
ware old-fashioned, and cumbersome with their 1ittle wooden
wheels, they would help materially. And what a morale boost they
would bel

But our joy was short-lived. Yext morning Colonel Chynoweth
arrived at his headquarters weary after a steamingly hot night in
the little nipa hut which then constituted his quarters; eaten
alive bv mosquitoes and kept sleepless by the continual yepping
of the Filipino dors with which overy barrio swarms; buoyed up
alone by the thourht of the imminent arrival of the Corregidor;
to find Colonel tuiel weiting with the worst piece of news yet.

The Corregidor had been sunk!

Stoaming, blacked out, throuch the murky gloom of the troplc
night, she had somehow run past the Wavy launch which was to gulde
her through the minefield guarding the mouth of Yenila Bay. In a
matter of moments a shoet of flame wrote a trarie epitaph for
more than 600 of the 800-0dd refurecs aboard the little ship.

The extent of this catastrophe numbed for the moment the re-

alizetion of our own disaster in the loss of the Corregidor's

carco. Fven though the guns were antiquated and unwieldy they

would have provided some small measure of supnort for the infantry.
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Fow it eppeared that we were to be recuced to fighting & war with-
out guns, And it came to just that in certain instances later on.

The Japs Gidn't give us much lelsure to worry over spilt milk
ir the loes of our supplics, Four days later, just at lunch time,
gomeonc celled out that there was a big formation of planes over-
head, Everyone rushed out, hopefully, craning their rocks, end
counted 18 planes, very high up end in perfect forzation, going
north, They appeared to be silvery-green in color and no markings
could te éiatinguiahod. The first reaction wes one of great re-
1ief, This must be the first cof the lcng-promised "lelp"™ for
Luzon}

But the planes slowly circled heading scuthward agaein, just
as a socond formatlion of 17 bombers appeared from anotherkdireo-
tion, It wuas obvious now that they were enemy plenes.

Colonel Chynoweth hurried back to his command post at once,
observing on his way huge plumes of smoke billowing over Iloilec.
4Ls he arrived at his comnand post e Filipino officer ran up with
word that the sirfield at Iloilo had been severely bombed, with
gome bembs elso falling in the town azd doling extensive damage.
The officer reported many casuelties, and added that the troops
wore cdenmoralised and en enemy landing about to take placel

Colonel Chynoweth drove immediately to the airfield, and
found & scene of utter confusion. Shortly before noon, a battal-
fon of the 63rd Infantry which hed just bcen mobllized on Romdlon

Ielard, had larded at the dock, with orders to move inland
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immediately. Instead of proceeding, as ordered, they had stopped
at the airfield to have lunch and were caught like sitting ducks
as the Japs gwept over,

The Combat Company, Headquarters Battalion, 62nd Infantry,
which was still stationed a£ the fiold, proaptly wounted its .50
caliber nachine guns and wont into astion. The excitement of
tholr first engagement with tiae enemy, under hoavy sorial bomb-
inz, plus their total lack of experiense in firing at speed tar-
gots, snabled the enemy boabors to escape without casuslty.

Colonel Carter R. licLennan, the 683rd‘'s regimental commander,
arrived at the field while the bombirg was in progress, and at
great perscnal risk sucoceded in gettlng some of the men into
foxholes, axd restoring a dogree of order, Hud it not been for
his gallant conduct in riskirg nis own 1ifo the catastrophe would
have Leor worse. ¥Tven s0, nearly two hundred were killed or
wounded, including some civiliansg. Colonel Yoclsnnan was subse-
quantly awarded the L'istinzuished Jervice Cross for his actlion on
this occasion.

Several bombs had dropped in the city, one meking a direct
hit on a zirl's convent and others wrecking hores in the residen-
tial section. A large nunber of the o0il tanka in Iloilo had beea
sot afire by tracer bullets and the to*ering flames and thiock,
bleck smoke from these fires added a Dentesqus touch to the scemne.
Twc suzar warehouses were burning; and all but ons of our patohsd-

up but procious "aircrates” had bean deatroyed.
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Major Deter, Division Surgeon, had inatituted prompt evacua-
tion of the wounded, but the work was greatly handicapped by lack
of sufficient medical supplies, especially anesthetics and mor-
phine, to care for such a heavy load. Chynoweth said later that
this was the first time he really knew what a strong right arm he
had in Deter. |

"The Major had coms to me™, he remarked, "with the reputation
of being hard to handle. He was, too -~ just 1like a race horse.
You held him back and he went cr;xy. You gave him a job to do and
all hell couldn't stop him. Cn this ocossion he was phenomenall
He scoured Panay for every conceivable source of medicine. There
wasn't enough. So he hopped into & speed boat with old Pop Helse
and they went olear over to Cebu. Before the Cebuanas knew what
had happened he had corralled a large part of the available supply
of morphine on Cebu and was on his way back! Just nortf: of Negros
a Jap patrol plane spotted his tiny oraft and harrassed him by re-
peated sttention and machine-gun attacks most of the way baok to
I1loilo. Pinally dodging his persecutor, in a few minutes more
Deter was back at the field, working over the wounded as calnly as
1f he'd just been down to the corner drugstore for soms aspirint®

As the Division Commander had neared the airfield, during the
boubing, he wes surprised to find the troops along Fort San Pedro
falling back to the rear. They stated that a Japanese cruiser was
just entering the chamnel outside Guimaras, The ocmmander inquired

1f all the men had ammunition and discovered that the troop
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compander had forgotten to issue any! The matter was of small
omﬁquonco, aotually, since the few boxes of amsunition avail-
able would have made very little impression on the enemy, but it
4s s Olassio example of the rawness and complete lack of train-
ing of the Pilipino offiocers and non-coms at that time.

Chynoweth then hastened out to the point to investigate the
reported Japansse orulser, which, on oloser investigation, proved
to be one small interisland tug coming home. This reprieve drew
a heartfelt sigh of relief from Chynoweth. Things were bad enough
as they were, but an enemy landing under the chaotic conditions of
the moment could have been very, very bad.

Aside from the aotual loss of 1ife and destruction of proper-

ty, however, the disastrous effects of this initial bombing of

Iloilo were much more fer-reaching. The Governor of the Provinoe,
aever s strong character, left town ocompletely demoralised, as did
the Mayor, and all governmental funotions simply ceased. The pop~
ulace, already unnerved by the bombing, and anything but comforted
by these events, also left toin in large numbers, and business was
rapidly going to hell.

Don Carlos Lopes and Thomas M. Powell, Sr., two influentisl
oitizens of Iloilo, implored Colonel Chynoweth to ostablish martial
Jaw and take over the government of ths island. They claimed that
1f the situation contipued as it was headed -- which 1t would un~
less drastic action were teken -- that even the harvesting of orops

would cease and the island soon fall into anarchye.
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General MacArthur had been most definite in his instructions
that oivil government should not be interfered with, and Colonel
Chynoweth was reluctant to deolare martial law except as a last
ro!ort. He would first confer with the fugitive governor and
try to buok him up suffiociently to keep the whesls turning.

Before such a conference could be arranged, however, a
courier, Lt. Col. Braddook, arrived from Force Headquarters in
Cebu, bringing instructions from the Foroe Comnander directing
the setting up of military governments in ail the Southern Is-~
lands. Braddook forthwith arranged a meeting with some of the
local residents, inoluding Tom Powell, Sr., at which time he
made public the Force Commander's instructions, and proclaimed
Colonel Chynoweth military governor of Panay.

One of the oitisens spoke up and said, "fWhat about Manila?
What are they going to think about all thist”

Breddock replieds "Manila has forgotten all about us. We
are going ahead on our ownl"

Following the instructions whioch Braddock had brought,
Chynoweth appointed the necessary officials to conduot the af-
fairs of the government, designating Tom Powsll, Sr., as Civil
Administrator -- a post requiring sound judgement, integrity, and’
vision == all of which Powell possessed in abundance,.and Colonel
McLemman was detailed to eot as immediate lieison officer and.
assistant to Powell.

Many of the agencles of the government which had been
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evacuated after the bombing now began to dribble back slowly.
torekeepers and other workers who had fled to the mountains be-
gan to return, and before long business was functioning with rela-
tive smoothness. MacArthur eventually heard of General Sharp's
action in setting up military law and ordered it revoked, but by
that time Powsll had the situation so well orgnniiod that it made
1ittle difference.

Along with everything else, the first few weeks of war had
provided us with an interesting demonstration in mass psychology.
Thor; being virtually no Army signal equipment available, we were
forced to rely on the comnercial telephone lines which were poor,
at best, being ground return. A4n island intelligence net had
been built up, composed mainly of postmasters and school teachers
throughout the island, who had telephones. The reporte whioh
poured into headquarters over this network were so nmniing at
first as to seem that the population was composed entirely of
iunchausens. Ve soon discovered, however, that it was not lies,
but imagination. Every sugar barge became a battleship; every soa-
gull fleshing in thc sunlight an enemy parachute! Fortunatsly, .
the enem& did not attempt landings at once and the populace steadied
within a month or two. {

Then there was espionage. We had a large corps of self-
appointed agents who turned up spies on every corner. Trust nobodyl
Your neighbor is signalling to the Japsl Investigating, you find

him peacefully reading a book while the bemboo fronds waving in the
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breeze in front of his window convert his steady reading lamp in-
to a dot-and-dash affair. Splest It all sounds very amusing now,
but then the hot-heads wanted blood. They literally wanted the
Army to put these suspeots up against a wall and shoot them. One
prominent American oivilian would soarcely speak to the Division
Commander bocause, during all those feverish months, he did not
order a single suspect shot!

About 20 December reports were received from some of our self-
appointed but well-meaning "eagpionaze agents" that Lake Baloy was
being usod by the enemy as a seaplane base. This was, of course,
possitlo, but seemed scarcely within the bounda of probability.
Nevertheless, liko all the other ories of "iolfi" it had to be in-
vostigated.

Lale Baloy is a good-sized crater-lake at an altitude of about
5600 feot on lMount Baloy, accessible only by plane or by excoeding-
1y steop and hazardous mountain trails, Third Lieutenant Filemon
Lacsl, regimental adjutant, 6lst Field Artillery, with a detall of
one Constabulary officer and four enlisted men, was ordered to Lake
Baloy to investigate this reported enewy activity. After an ardu-
ous eight-day trip he reported that a thorough search of the lake
and surrounding country failed to revesal any incdications of enemy
activity, past or prssent. It was just another case of over-devel-
oped imagination on somsone's part.

This strenuous expedition was not wholly wasted effort, how-

ever, for Lacsi's report of this torrain was largely responsible
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for this area being utilized by General Christie as his headquar-
ters after the Japanese invasion of Panay on 16 Lpril.

frobably the worst headache during those first weekas was
propertye The troops had virtually no equipment. The old com-
pariaon of l:ashington's Continen£a1 Aray continually arose in
ono's mind. Like them, our men were barefooted, though they waded
in swamps instead of snow. Like them, they had little food, loss
olothing, no blankets -- and the tropics can be cold at nigﬁt, and
damp. S0 requisitioning wasa jngtituted =-- of everything that could
be converted to Army use. Shoes, blankets, flashlights, mess equip-
ment, and countless other items, including motor vehicles. At the
outbreak of war we had just one truck and one autamobile under our
oontroll

Cur naive troops got'the {dea, then, that if the Army could
requisition for tham, they coulc do a little confiscating oo their
own hook, and it wasn't long before they were walking into stores
and walking out with anything they wanted. Or (and this applied
particularly to some of the Filipino offiocers) stopping fine auto-
mobllea on the street and taking them over in the name of the Army.
This led, very naturally, to displeasure on the part of many oivi-
lians, but because we had so fow responsible native officers and
non-comng and because our organization was still not complete, it
was exceedingly cifficult to prevent or run down these infractions.

One well-remexbered inoident, however, ooncerns not a Filipino,

but a young snd lusty American non-coms his imagination inflamed by
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soft, dark eyes, flashing smiles and gentle ourves; who comman-
daered one merchant's entire supply of what medical officers re-
fer to, deliocately, as "prophylactics®™.

Howover, we did try to keep, and in the main succeeded in
ko;aping, en acourate record of all personal property requisi-
tioned. But because Captain Britton, who took over the Quarter-
master job, died as a prisoner of war and the records were lost,

the owners have had a difficult time oollecting.
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CHAPTER III

A week after the initial boumbing of Iloilo on 18 Lecember,
we had unexpected visitors. S5ix of the few remaining B-17's from .
vy
Clark Field, which were now bused at el lionte, indanao, had (2 3 1
takon off 14 December to attack the Japenese landing forces at
Legaspl, Luzon. Due to mechanical difficultiss, only three &uc-

oseded in getting through to the target area, and there encoun-

tered a heavy concentration of Zeros. Lropping their bombs hur-
riedly, but with what they believed to be salutary effect, they
promptly lit out for home, but not beforo thoy hac been badly
meulod.

One of the fortresses soon managed to elude its pursﬁora in
a thick cloud; another, piloted by Lt. Hewitt T. Wheleas, skimmed
treotops end waves all the way back to Viindanao, where he crash-
landed in darkmess cn the beach, with two motors gone, his radio
system destroyed, many control cables severed, three of his crew
soeriously wounded and the radi§ operatcr dead. iheleas was later
awarded the Uistinguished Service Cross for this performance.

The third bomber, piloted by Jack tdams, badly shot up over
the target, went into a power dive toward a promising-looking
cloud-bank hoping to shake off the half-dozen Zeros olinging to
his tail. Attempting to level off at 4000 feet, Acdanms found two
of his engines gone and the controls useloss. Land was coming up

—- fastl There was little choice between rocky beach and forest,
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until at the last minute a tiny rice-paddy ocushioned their crash-
ianding. Fortunately, none of the crew wero too badly wounded to
run, and they made the shelter of the woods just bvefore the one
persistent Zero who had followed them down made scra§>mota1 of the
fortrosg. |

They had landed on Masbate, & small islanc¢ cue south of Lﬁﬁon.
The natives, happy at this opportunity to exprosa their apprecis~-
tion to the Ameriocans, showered those unfortunate airmen with hos-
pitality to the 1limit of their resouroces.

‘The fliers searched for several days to find an adequate boat
4n which to try to reach Mindanao. Firally, with the holp of Hr.
and Mfs. Barney Faust -- originally of Sarcoxie, #issouri -- who
operated a pold mine on Masbate, they located a bance in which
some Filipinos agreed to ferry them across Jintotolo Channel %o
Panayes

The trip was made at night, in order to avoid Japanese patrol
craft, anc the mine fields wers threaded by the simple native de-
vice of having one Filipino hang half-overboard in the bow of the

boat and watch for them!

Landiny on the beech near Capiz in the grey dawn of 22 Deden-
ber they were mistaken by the nervous outpost for an enemy scout-
ing party and promptly "captured” and sscorted to 1t. Col. Thayer's
headquarters. There Adams told his story and the party was di-
rected to proceed to General Chynoweth's * Division Headquarters
at Sante Barbara, where they were made as welcome as the very

sChynoweth promoted to Brigadier General, 19 December 1941.
Also Sharp, Vachon and Fort.
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limited facilities permitted. In addition to Lt. Adams, the pilet,
thore wore Lt. Bill Railling, co-pllot, Lt. Harry Schreiber, navi-
gator, and four enlisted orew members -- Bill Manners, Molean,

Paul Raimor, John Fleming, Thers being no immediato possibility
of transportation to ¥indanao, the Division Cormander essigned the
entire party to the 6lat Field Artillery.

The following morning (it was Christmas Day, 1941), a young
Anerican reported to me at my headquarters. I resmember thet 1 was
going over some rather bothersome supply matters with Lt. Lapastora,
the supply officer, and barely glanced up from the papers before me.
His statement that he and six other Americans had been attached by
Goeneral Chynoweth to the 61st Field Artillery prompted me to look
up. Such a Christmas -resent certainly merited my undivided atten-
tion. 1 saw standinz before me a rather handsome, well-set-up
chap, and my eyes focused immediately on his embroidered insirnia
of renk. They were eagles. I romember the shock and the feeling
of digmay that swept over me. I was a lisutenant colonel and remem-
ber thinking ™Well, old boy, it looks like you lose your comnand".
Anywey, I stood up quickly end said, "Won't you please sit domn,
Colonel, I #n at your service”.

A cenuinely sheepish grin came over his face as he replied,
"I'n not a colonel, sir. This is one of General Chynoweth's old
shirts. 7T'm only sn Alr Corps mastsr sergeant -- member of Lt,.
Adams' crew. ¥%e were shot down over “asbate. The three officers

and other three men will be alonz any moment now".
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These boys had no clothing except that on their baoks when
their plane crashelanded and all were wearing a varied assortment
of avparel, either loaned or donated by American officers with
Division Headquarters, while their own was in the process of have
ing ten days® eweat and dirt launcered out,

Ve literally took them to our hearts and attempted to make
them comfortable with our limited means and facilities. They
were all fine men, eager to be of assistance. Each of my battal-
jons geined an American officer and enlisted man — intelligent
and responsible. I kept the "colonel-sergeant” with regimental
headquarters. They were Air Corps, yes -- but williné to oope
with the ground soldier's life, they were a veritable Godsend and
rendered inestimable service in looking after many of the thousand=
anh—ono problems which oonstantly beset use

These men were the first contact with anyone outside our
island perimeter since the beg#nning of the war, and the newa they
brought of conditions elsewhere in the Islands was not encouraginge
The radio broadcasts had been consistently optimistio. These men

told a different storye

On 12 December the motor-ship Samal arrived in Cebu from
Manila with a consignment of sorely-needed signal equipment, rifle
and artillery ammunition and eight 2.95 guns. These guns, which

woere without sights or sight-shanks, fuze-setters or range tables,

constituted the only artillery ever received in the southern islands -
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ths'§5521Uwan the last supply ship to succeed in running the Jap
blookade from lanila. All eight guns were sent on to Mindanao but
the small arms ammunition was distributed throughout the Foroce, n
few cases of it being received shortly before Ciristmas on Panay.

About this time, in order to provide more accessible storage
faoilities for another small shipment of ammunition which had come
in from Luzon a week or so previously, a Divisional ammunition dump
was estab;ished near, and just north of, the road conneocting Sante
Barbara and Cabatuan, about midway betwsen the two barrioss This
dump, being located within the 61st Field Artillery eres, was
placed uncer the regimental commender's immediate supervision, but
apparently full cognitance of this arrangement had not reached all

concernede

The senior of the two Ordnance non-coms who had sccompanied
the meagre consigmmernt of eammunition to the Island, Corporal Paul
Wollman, was designated as custodian and warehouseman. His assigt~
ent was red-headed Corporal Michalik. Both were gluttons for work
and each epparently had an inflexible oconscience insofar as accounte
ing for their precious cargo was oconocermed,

Wollman also had an uninhibited distrust of the Filipino,
partioularly if he wore the 1naignig of an officer., Misunderstand=
ings immediately arose between him and the Divisional Ordnance
officer as to their individual responsibilities, with the result
that ‘ollman succeeded, with strong words and unmistakable gestures,

in maintalning his personal point of viewe. The Filipino was also



attompting.‘oonaoiontiously. to oarry out the functions of his
offioce by playing watohdog over the treasure.

The unfortunate aagle to the entire situation lay in the fact
that the f;ud came to my attention through Division Headquarteres
The Division Commender ocalled me by telsphone from his oommand post
at Santa Barbaras From his tone it was apparent that no discussiom
of tho mattor was indicateds Wollman had gone too far == he was
to be immedietely placed in arrest, by me personally, for disrespect
and iﬁtimidation of an officer, said General Chynowvethe This was a
serious ohﬁrge.

1 had learned to respect Viollman for his strict interprete-
tion or responsibility. His observances of military customs in
our feow contacts had been impeccable. It was with considereble
reluctance, therefore, that 1 set out to accomplish the mission of
carrylng out an arrest on this unsuspecting soldier. Furthermore,
it was raining -~ not gently ?ut tropically == as I left my ocar on
the peved road and plodded off through the mud and the Styglan
blacknesse All was quiet excopt for the splashing of the rain and
the occesional complaint of the gheko lizard. My flashlight faiied,
end I stumbled on through the abandoned farm debris leading to the
loft quarters of the twc Americanse

The nolse of my arrival had awekened them and they were sitting
on the edges of their bunkse

*Do you have a light in here?” I askec.

", ho are youl" was the reply.




"Corporal Viollman", I said, "This ie Colonel Tarkington. Light
up 8"

"Yes, sirl"

I waited until the feeble gleam of a candle struggled to dis-
pel the heavy blacknesss They were both standing nowe

"Corporal f.ollman, get dressed, pack your personal belongingse
You're going with mes Corporal ¥ichalik, you remain here in chargee
Just a 1little word of advice =~ any difficulties you encounter will
be reportad to me, at onces"

I smoked e cigarette while I waited for V:0ollmane He slung his
musettec over his shoulder. "I'm ready, sir", he said, and we started
oute He restrained his curiosity and remained silent throughout
the ride to Cabgtuan, There were no extra bunks et our quarters, so
we mude him comfortuble atop & mess teble (which was about as come
fortablo as the bunks were anyway.) I gave him a stiff drink of
liquor and told him we'd go over the situation in the morning. I
didn't fesel in the mood to further disrupt his night,

The following morning, after an early breakfast, I took him
aside and acquainted him with the charges and with the fact that he
was to be placed in oconfinement in the barrio jail at Santa Barbarae.
He was quite shaken by the charges, but defended his actions imn
refusing to honor an oral order for the withdrawal of amumunition,
even while admitting that his conduct toward the Ordnaace officer
had not been in accordeance with the customs of the Service. He

confided that his personal dislike for this perticular individual
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had colored his behaviore

I took si0ollman to Santa Barbara and personally turned him over
to the Jailor, with instructions as to his food and treatmente Then
I went imwdistely to the Iivision Ccmumnéer to report that his orders
had been carried oute

General Chynoweth gave further veat to his ire, thet a non-com
should so conduct himself toward a commissioned officer as to dise
grece the uniform snd jeopardize the treditions of the Scrvice.
Furthcrmore, the quection of loyalty, trustworthiness and cevotlon
to cguse were involved. It was shamoful conduct, and nerited the
dircst junishment, secid hee Y.0llman would be tried promptly end
sunished uccording to the Court's judgenent, the General had de—
cldade

e discussed the case at sume lenglh, ané finally General
Chynoweth egreed, not too reluctantly, I believe, to wmy rejuest to
parclo :ollman into my custody end essign him to my unite. I'm sure
that neither Chynoweth or wyself ever rogretied this solutione Cere
tainly 1 nevor did, becuuge liollman was later to become one of the
staunchest cummissioned officors on my staff in the 6lst Fleld

Al’tiller‘{.

Lvor sincoe the first shipload of arms and sup;lies destined
for the Visajyan=lindanao Force had gone down in Manila Bay In the
first fow days of the war, lsadquarters in lLanila had been prom=

igin;; to si¢nd more to replace those lost on the Se Se Corregidore

[
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Just before Christmas we wore advised that the S. S. Panay was being
dispatched to us with ammunition, both rifle and artillery, a couple

of old sea=coas: guns, gas masks, tentage and various other suppliess

Goenle Chynoweth, Iloilo City, Iloilo.

For your information followiny radio received guote

Com-anding Genoral Visayan Mindenao Force: Smsll arms

armunition comma trench mortar ammunition corma artillery

.sights and artillery for sixty-first and eighty-first will

be forwarded in earliest shipment possible to arrange

Stog Shipment will Le temporarily delayed Stop ill

adviso you of date of departure Fnd Signed SEALS un-

guote
SHARP
Commandigg

Again our hopes soared. laybe this time we'd be lucky!
Long before this, of course, the Japanese were in complete
ocontrol of air and sea, so the inter-island skippers resorted to
the scheme of rumning only at night, blacked out, and hiding du;-
ing the daylight hours in some secluded cove, in order to escape
the oonstantly probing enemy ship and plane patrolse
Following this plan the Panay crept out of ianila Day safely
and just at dawn her second morning out slirped into Maricalom (Crer

Bay on the almostedeserted southwest coast of liegros. Her skipper

soanned the brightening sky enxiously. He would have been safely



hidden at anchor an hour ago, but for the fog and rain which had
delayed him. Just a few minutes more now, and his ship would be
safe == for the day, at least. Just a few minutes more =eme=—,
vwag that thunder again?

Ko, gor Llos! Flancs}

A gyvadron of enemy bombers roared out of the overcaste. ihe
1little ship hudcled helplessly on the groy water as the planes
swooped for the kill like hawks on a farmyarde

The I'anay's armed guard didﬂtheir noble best, but ten «30 cale
iber rifles are no matoh for a bomber's fire, however valiant the
riflemen, and in an exceedingly short time the tumbling waters of
the 3ay were closing over the decks, quenching the fires started
by bombs and incendiariess

lappily for the crew, the ship sank quite close to shore.'and
in comperatively shallow water, a considerable portion 6f her masts
protruding above the surface even as she rocked gently on the bottame
Unhappily, however, this portion of the Island of legros is (accord-
ing to regort) infested with a particularly deadly form cf malaria,
and is therefore virtually uninhebited. It was with. considerable
difficully and no little hardship, thereforo, that the return to
civilization was eventually accomplished by the entire ship's company.

shen word of this second sinking reached our headquarters,
gloan spread 1like a palle Ve were desperato for supplies = ord=
nenco especially -~ and it bsgan to loock as if the enemy held all

the aces in thls gamee



e could hope for no more ordnance from Luzon. The few troops
there were too hcavily engaged with an ever-increasing enemy foroce,
vwhose effective blockade was slowly but surely strangling the supplj
of essential materials to9 -he defenders. Our hopae for additional
weapons hit bottom with the Llanay.

In tke discussion of this loss among ourselves gomeons remarke
ed that 1t would be a beautiful Christnas present if we could cheat
the Jup of his kill, recover this cargo and use it against hime

I doubt if any of us, privately, could refrain frou comparing
the a rroaching Christmas season with those we had kmown at home ¢
There would be no brightlyewraj:;.ed packages this year, none of the
ususl tra::ings of the holiday seasons But worst of all, from a
personal stundpoint, was the confusion in shipping which had
resulted in little or no delivery of icrsonel mail even before war
broke., all wes decidedly spamsmodic and uncertain. For many, thesge
anxiously awaited messages were conspicuous hy their absence. I'e
often wondered what happened to the rnany lcttcers and cablegrams go
hopofully and confidently ssnt, which were never receiveds

But howcver gloomily vie mizht view the immediate future per=
sonally, none of us admitted the depths of our degression to each
othere The situation was too critisal for us to dare five in even
to thet extente. /And we hadn't seen anything yet

I recell wondering why salvage operations were not immediate-
ly undertsten on the Panay before the corrosive sea water could

render these sup:lics uselesse but in spiie of the fact that the



ship rested in shallow water, and comparatively close to shore, it
wag not until about the middle of January that General Sharp decided
to initiate salvage operations, and a self-styled “expert" was sent
up from Foroe Headquarters to conduct the operationse

Eefore the war th$s man had been a very successful traveling
salesman for a Menila concern, since in one respect he was a bona
fide expert == he could "s611" himsclf. Ho was & very convincing
talker, end the assumption is that he "s01d" hinself to General
Sharp a; a salvage expert, for he apparently knew very little about
ite After some weeks of haphatzard efforts, during which little of
value was accomplished, this "expeft" withdrew, or was withdrawne

A short time after this, General Chynoweth called on Colonel
MoLennan, the Navigetion Head Officer and'local commander in Iloiio.
one rorning and steted that since it was hig understanding that the
salvage opcrations concucted by General Sharp's headquarters had
been unsuccessful, he would like to see if anything further could
be done sbout it, inasmuch as the need for the ordnance in the
cargo, especially, was sc oritical. Accordingly, a representative
of tho Visayan Stevedoring Company, a Spanisard by the name of Zadero,
was sent down to look over the situation. Zedero, who was a real

expert in this line, reported back to McLennan in a few days that

the job a,peared to bYe not too impossible, and that all the necossary

equipment was readily available oxcept that he di{d not have an alre
ocompressor, nor == and more important == did he have a divere

YcLennan knew of an air compressor whish could be acguired,



and had the diver =— whom he was exceedingly anxious to be rid ofe
Ho was a halfe-pinte-sized Swede who had appeared in town one cay
from God knows where, carrying a gun and an insatiable thirst. He
had promptly underteken to relieve the thirst with such vigor and
abandon as to bring him, very shortly, to the attention of the loocal
gendarmarie, whose firstiaotion was to relieve him, ovér his violent
and sustained protests, of his gune

The Filipino polioce had a tendency to handle a white man with

a bit more respect than an ordi;;ry run-ofethe=mine drunk, even

if he happened to be oonsiderably drunker, which this little Swede
wase AB soon as he was reasonably sober they brought him before
Molennane After discussing his transgressions for some time with
the culprit, who of ocourse promised faithfully "never to do it
again", lLiclennan asked for, and obtained, his release. In a matter
of hours the Swede was blissfully drunk again and baok in the hoose-
gOov, from:which, after letting him cool his heels for a few days,
Molennan again extracted hime 4gain he tried to drink the town dry
and again tanglod with the police, who by this time were beginning
to be a trifle bored with the situation, as was Molennan. It would
be hard to estimate just how many timos this performance was repeated,
but when the need for g diver arose, he was either in the calaboose
cooling off, or just out and about to be in egaln.

VioLennan spoke to Zadero about him, and discovered that he
lnow the inebriate quite well, Further, it developed that the

1ittle fellow had been doing diving jobs around the Islands for
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years and was really an excellent diver. His one weakness was

liquor, but Zadero assured Mac that if he could get the fellow to

Maricalome Bay the liquor problem would be ended, for there wouldn't

be any liquor within miies and miles and MILES of the places They
sernt for the Swede (tho local polico lmew exactly where he was,
and extracted him from one of the better-surplied bars) and offered
hin the job. He accepted ard “ac turned him over to Zadero, with
a sigh of rellef,

word was sent to General Chynoweth®s headquarters that everye
thinz was set, but dus to some malfunctiouing at his headquarters,
his enproval was delayed for several days, which interim the Swede
spent sctting cloriously stewed again, - Zadero, as his protector,
could keep him out of jail, but could ot kesp him sobor. ¥Vhen
Chynovweth®s a:oroval was received and the contract signed, the
diver wes poured on board and the expedition sailed, with Zadero
in cormend and no 1iquid stronger thau coffee aboard the shifpe

In addition to the diver needed to open the hetches of the
sunken ship and load tho cargo into slings for hoisting, considere
able labor was required to operate the winches, handle the cargo
once it was ashore and at-empt tc recondition it. This detail of
about 25 Thilippine Army enlisted men was in charge of Captain Don
Amande The work went very slowly, since only the one diver was
available, but eventually the deck was cleared of the debris re-
sulting from the bombing, the hatches wers opencd, and the cargo

began to come up.



The first items encountered were gans masks, thousands of thenm,
and none of them worth a.damn. The oanisters were soaked and as a
oonsequence all of the chemioels which wmxa supposed to absord gasses
had long since been in solution. The satchels, in which the mask,
canlster and tube were carried, were in not too bad ahape; but
there wes no use for satchels, However, since the masks were on
top of the load they had to e removed before any of the other
cargo could be reacheds Under the masks were bales and bundles
of shelfer-haIVea,'tnrpaulina and the like, while the field pieces,
machine~guns and ammunition had been loaded, according to proper
prooedure, on the very keels

A1l of this critically-needed equipment was now in very sorry

shapee The ammunition, of course, wculd not fire, but it was

foundrthat by emptying the shell completely and exposing the entire

contents to the sun for a couple of hours, then replecing the dried

powder and the bullet and reorimping, that approximately 76 percent

of the stuff would fire. Its ballistic qualities were in grave
doubi, but at least it would go "bang$® and the bullct would get
out of the muzzle of the pleces How much farther it would go was
never definitely determined, but there was serious doubt that the
distance was greats

The one indispensable element in this reconditioning proocess
wag the hot, tropical sun. Consequently this work could be acoomp-
1ished only on sunny days, and even then only during the hours when

the sun was at its height. Admittedly this process left much to be
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desired, but it worked =- up to a peint,

Attempts to dry out the armunition by means of the heat fromva
fire invariably resulted in an explosion. Poasibly there was some
degree of heat at which this might have been suocessful, but it was
never discovered, for the experiment was discontinued for fear the
entire supply of ammunition would be expended in trying to determine
it,.

The machine gunas and field pleces had suffered even more, the
finer steel parts, usually springs, being completely rusted out
by the salt water. The machine shops throughout the Visayas were
busy right up to the moment of surrender trying to fashion satis-
faotory replacements for these springse In the case of the machine
guns there was reasonable success, in that about half-a=dozen were
gotten into what =~ it was hoped == was operating condition. They
would shoot, but how long they could have been kept in aotion with
their home-made parts was quite another question. The field pieces,
2,95 mountaih howitzers, wore a greater problem. Their breech meche
anism originally contained some rather complicated springs made of
& higher grade steel than was available at this time, Continuous
efforts were made to construct satisfactory substitutes, but up to
the moment of surrender none had functioned satisfactorily, Sinoe
these were ;ho only artillery pisces inAtho Visayss it was never
poscible to test the artillery ammunition whioch was recovered, but
it would probebly have been no better than the rifle ameunition,

and the reconditioning of it, had it been possible, would have been



a much nore complicated taske

The entire salvage operation had progressed so slowly, due to
the wverious handicaps, that although it was begun the latter part
of Jonusry it was the midcle of April before the ordnance began to
core u:, t£o Lhut no groeat strides hacd beon xade with its recondi-

tioning “e¢fore the surrender zut an cnd to cuch cxucrimentse
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