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27 June 2010
Dear Classmates:









It’s time to sign up for all events for the 30th Reunion! You can do this in one of two ways.  Go to the online registration site https://secure.west-point.org/usma1980/reunion/index.mhtml (incurs an additional 5% service fee) or return the enclosed event form with your check. If you have not yet preregistered for the reunion you may do so at this time.

In addition to making a room reservation at the class hotel if you have not already done so, there are four items enclosed to be acted on at this time.   1) Event/Registration Form - sign up and pay for meals and buses; 
2) Memorabilia - order optional class items; 3) Golf Outing - sign up now if you are planning to play 4) Football ticket order form - return to AAA Ticket office (you can also order tickets online if you prefer at www.goarmysports.com).   This mailing also contains a menu sheet to assist in making your meal decisions.
EVENT AND REGISTRATION FEES: The registration deadline is August 15.  Complete the Event Registration form and mail to: Class of 80 Reunion, PO Box 620, Skaneateles, NY 13152.  Be sure to include the required $175 registration fee if you have not already registered and paid.  The registration fee pays for buses, mailings, administrative costs, down payments and some reunion mementos which will be issued at registration. This fee covers a classmate and one guest, allowing them to ride the class buses to and from the hotel.  Additional guest’s registration fees (for guests riding the buses from the hotel) are $40 per person.  Registration refunds are available until 15 August. Event/meal money refunds will be available only until 15 October.  After that date we will make every effort to sell any tickets you have ordered but no longer need.  

 Upon arrival, your registration packet will include tickets for the events you paid for in addition to related West Point items we thought you might enjoy. Classmates married to an ‘80 classmate need only pay one registration fee.  Class widows are encouraged to attend and are not required to pay the registration fee.  Ex-cadets who have maintained a relationship with the AOG are also welcome to attend.  Checks should be made out to the Class of ’80 Reunion.  Please note that meal events require a ticket and only an extremely limited number if any, will be available for purchase at the door.
PARKING/TRANSPORTATION: Please note that parking on West Point is very limited and problematic.  Those planning to drive to West Point will be required to clear security via the Thayer or Stoney gates and park at Buffalo Soldiers Field or the old PX parking lot—and then walk or shuttle bus to Central Area.  Washington Gate is for DOD sticker holders WITH a valid Government ID card.   There is NO PARKING for our class in Central Area.  We strongly recommend taking the buses on Friday and Saturday.  Please indicate on the event sign up form how many in your party will use the buses on each day so we can order the correct number of buses. Only those who sign on and pay for buses will be issued tickets.
LODGING: The Sheraton Hotel, (1 International Blvd) in Mahwah, NJ is Reunion Central. This is the closest full service hotel to West Point and approximately 30 minutes away.   Reservations are each classmate’s responsibility and can be made by following the link at our class web site or by calling the hotel directly at (201) 529-1660 or toll free at 1-888-627-8146. Ask for the “West Point Class of 1980 rate”.  The block rate at the Sheraton is $125 per night (plus tax), (standard), and $135 (deluxe).  The block will be held until 22 September although it may sell out prior to that date.  
FOOTBALL TICKETS: Order deadline is 1 August. Please note that this date is earlier than our event sign up deadline. To sit in the class section, which will be in Sections 16 and 17 of the lower deck  (where the corps USED to sit ) you can return the enclosed form directly to the Army Ticket Office by mail or fax (by 1 August), or go online at  www.goarmysports.com to order your game tickets. The ticket office phone number is 1-877-TIX ARMY.   The ticket office will mail out tickets approximately two weeks prior to the game or you can request they hold them at the will call window for pickup on game day or the Friday of our reunion weekend. 
NYC OUTING AND OTHER OPTIONAL EVENTS; In addition to the Thursday golf outing, we are planning an optional trip to New York City on Thursday for those  interested in riding a bus into the city, leaving the hotel at 9am. The plan is to drop people off at a Central location (usually in the vicinity of the Plaza Hotel), have lunch on your own and meet up at the drop off point at approximately 4:00pm for the return to the hotel.  The cost of this transportation will be $25.00 and you can sign up on the appropriate line on the enclosed event form or online.   Meet in the FRONT lobby of the hotel on Thursday morning at 8:45am. This is a perfect activity for the spouse of a golfer!

For those interested in self touring West Point, Thursday would be an ideal day to do so as the only other reunion activity scheduled is the Boat Ride of the Hudson, open to the first 125 who sign up.  There is no transportation to West Point on Thursday so you would have to drive onto post for this event.  When entering the gates via POV it is important to give the gate guard a destination in addition to telling them you are there for reunion activities.  The AOG gift shop, WP Club etc could all be used as your destination and allow you onto post.

The Quarterback luncheons are still being held on this day and tickets may be available at the door of the WP Club for this noon event.


Sunday we have been given permission to sell tickets for the Cadet Brunch in the Mess Hall.  This would be another possible self touring day at West Point.
MEMORABILIA:   We are again offering classmates the opportunity to order additional class crest items beyond what will be in the giveaway packet at registration. The order form can be used to place your orders for memorabilia.  For those interested in picking the items up at the reunion you will need to return the form directly to   the AOG Gift Shop by 15 September.  You can also go online to order at www.westpointgiftstore.com. or contact them at  giftshop@wpaog.org.  
AGENDA/DRESS:  The agenda lists the times and events for the weekend.  Thursday evening’s gathering is “golf” casual (sport shirts and slacks) for the men and equivalent for the ladies.  Friday daytime activities are casual dress with comfortable walking shoes (keeping in mind our Memorial Service this day).  The Friday agenda allows time for touring the Central Area, as well as visiting Ninninger Hall, the newly renovated Arvin Gym and shopping in the usually “closed to the public” Cadet Store.  The Friday Class Dinner will be business suits or sport coats for the men, equivalent attire for the ladies. Seating will be by Cadet Company at tables of ten. If you prefer seating with persons outside of your company, please forward the names for your ten-person table to Joan Emmer prior to 15 October. On Saturday, the men are expected to wear a sports coat (per AOG request) or uniform if desired for the Cadet Review.  There will be a choice of return buses from West Point on Saturday to accommodate those not staying for the post game tailgate.  Please only sign on for one bus departure time.  
CLASS WEB SITE:  Please visit the class web site http://www.west-point.org/class/usma1980/index.htm which is being maintained by Bob Morris where we will post all forms.  A link to the online registration is also posted there along with an updated list of attendees to date.  
For questions regarding the reunion please contact our reunion coordinator, Joan Emmer, at wplaxmom@roadrunner.com; 

We are looking forward to a terrific 30th Reunion!  It will be a time to renew old friendships, see the latest Academy developments, and remember fallen classmates.  Thanks to all for the great response to date.  Encourage even more classmates and former classmates to join us in September.  







“Pride and Excellence”














The ′80 Reunion Committee



Enclosures:


1. Event Registration Sign up Form-Return with check to Joan Emmer or order online 

2. Memorabilia Catalog Sheets

3. Memorabilia Order Form-Return/Reply directly to AOG Gift Shop

4. Current Agenda 


5. Football ticket order form.  Mail or fax by August 1 to Army Ticket Office,

     or order online at   www.goarmysports.com

6. Golf outing sign up form
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