The Right Stuff
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Riding high on hope,
planes, cars and

a cancer center

ister ease;” that's his e-mail
address. Sitting back to settle 8
his athletic 5€foot-10-inch frame

in for his two-hour flight from Santa Barbara,
Calif., to Portland, Mike Easlev does seem the
epitome of ease — confident, comfortable, in
control. Just what you'd expect from a retired
Army colonel. This trip has become a routine:
rental car, overnight at an airport hotel,
morning meeting, back to the airport,

lunch and board the plane home.

The 70-vear-old Easley isn't a businessman.
His trips to Portland are to participate in
research so new that fewer than 20 people gy
have received this experimental treatment
so far. For several months, he's been
participating in a Providence clinical
trial through the Robert W. Franz Cancer
Research Center in the Earle A Chiles
Research Instiute. Easley has prostate
cancer — Stage IV - the worst it could be.
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Changing the standard
for cancer treatment

The American Cancer Saciaty reports that this year alone
more than 230,000 men will be disgrosed with prostate
cancer and mare than 30,300 men wilf die of this disease.
Thers are several treatment options for prostate cancer, and

ali have serious side effects. If the cancer spreads outside the
prostate, treatments are less effective.

De. Curti does what he does because he beliovas that tod
conventional treatment is Rt anough.

"he madical encologists, we have to show some humility
because, quite honestly, the standand weatments don't cure
mariy of the diseases we treat,” he says. “Acknowledging
that shortcoming, in my mind, makes research our obligation,
It is part of what we do to help patients.”

Eremvdan Curti, MLE. i i . ‘ T
Dr. Curti is not alone. He and his colleagues believe in
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leading-edge therapies 1o patients in our ommunity who
haven't been cured by conventional treatment, And some of
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