
 
   
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
TThhee  WWeesstt  PPooiinntt  SSoocciieettyy  ooff  LLaass  VVeeggaass  

  
EEssssaayy  CCoonntteesstt 

 
TTTooopppiiiccc:::      OOOuuurrr   CCCooonnnssstttiiitttuuutttiiiooonnn   –––   WWWhhhyyy   IIIttt   iiisss   SSSpppeeeccciiiaaalll   

 
EElliiggiibbiilliittyy:  Southern Nevada Students who are completing 8th Grade 
 
RRuulleess:  Submit an essay of between 1 – 3 pages on the Topic.  Essays that are too short or 
long will not be considered.  Essays may be handwritten or printed.  Judges’ decision is final. 
 
JJuuddggeess: Members of the West Point Society of Las Vegas will screen essays, with final 
decisions made by members of the congressional nominating committees. 
 
PPrriizzeess  
1st Prize:  The National Geographic DVD Series, Surviving West Point 
2nd Prize:  West Point - The First 200 Years (2002) DVD 
3rd Prize:  The Spirit of West Point: Celebrating 200 Years  

by Jon C. Malinowski, Eugene J. Palka 
 

CCoonntteesstt  PPeerriioodd:  March 16, 2004 – May 16, 2004.  Winner announced May 29, 2004. 
 
SSuubbmmiissssiioonn  ooff  EEssssaayyss:  Entries can be submitted by email to WPSLVEssay@West-
Point.org or by mail to 27 Dry Brook Trail, Henderson NV  89052.  Please include your name, 
address and telephone number with your essay. 
 
The United States Military Academy at West Point is the nation’s Premier Leadership School 

and provides one of the finest undergraduate educations.   
 

Those who are qualified and gain admission receive a full scholarship, worth over $300,000. 
 

To be qualified, one must take the proper classes in high school.  Admission decisions are 
based upon academic record, physical fitness and leadership.   

 
Planning for college begins with high school freshman course selection. 

 



 

CCCooonnntttrrrooolll   yyyooouuurrr   FFFuuutttuuurrreee 
 

As you enter high school, you will make selections on courses and conduct that will affect your future.  
The choices you make in high school will determine the life you lead.   

 
West Point offers one of the most highly respected quality education programs in the nation.  This fully 

funded federal government program builds a solid leadership foundation that is essential when you 
serve your country as a U.S. Army officer following graduation. 

 
West Point uses a “whole person” concept to evaluate applicants for admissions.  If you want to be 

competitive for this, or other fine colleges, consider the following 
 

AAAcccaaadddeeemmmiiicccsss   
Take the right classes 

To be qualified you need to take 4 years of english, 4 years of math, 2 years of a 
foreign language, 2 years of a laboratory science and 1 year of history 

Study & Do Your Homework 
If you do not do well in these classes, you will not be competitive. 

Respect Your Teachers 
You will need good evaluations from your teachers to be accepted 

Take the SAT or ACT Early and Often 

60% 

West Point will take the highest score you achieve on any of these standardized 
tests 
 

LLLeeeaaadddeeerrrssshhhiiippp   
West Point is the premier leadership school in the nation. 

Academic excellence, while required, is not enough. 
Get involved in your school, clubs, sports and community 30% 

Demonstrate your potential by assuming leadership roles in community and 
school organizations 

 
PPPhhhyyysssiiicccaaalll   FFFiiitttnnneeessssss   10% 

Be in shape, practice the physical aptitude exam required for admission 
 

TTThhheee   HHHooonnnooorrr   CCCooodddeee   
AA  ccaaddeett  wwiillll  nnoott  lliiee,,  cchheeaatt,,  sstteeaall  oorr  ttoolleerraattee  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  

  

TTThhheee   MMMiiissssssiiiooonnn   
TThhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  WWeesstt  PPooiinntt  iiss  ttoo  eedduuccaattee,,  ttrraaiinn,,  aanndd  iinnssppiirree  tthhee  CCoorrppss  ooff  CCaaddeettss  ssoo  tthhaatt  eeaacchh  

ggrraadduuaattee  iiss  aa  ccoommmmiissssiioonneedd  lleeaaddeerr  ooff  cchhaarraacctteerr  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  tthhee  vvaalluueess  ooff  DDuuttyy,,  HHoonnoorr,,  
CCoouunnttrryy;;  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  ggrroowwtthh  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  aa  ccaarreeeerr  aass  aann  ooffffiicceerr  iinn  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  AArrmmyy;;  aanndd  

aa  lliiffeettiimmee  ooff  sseellfflleessss  sseerrvviiccee  ttoo  tthhee  nnaattiioonn..  
 

IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  qquueessttiioonnss  aabboouutt  ccoolllleeggee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  --  ccoonnttaacctt  yyoouurr  gguuiiddaannccee  ccoouunnsseelloorr,,  
IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  qquueessttiioonnss  aabboouutt  WWeesstt  PPooiinntt  ––  vviissiitt  wwwwww..uussmmaa..eedduu//aaddmmiissssiioonnss..  

VViirrttuuaallllyy  eexxppeerriieennccee  lliiffee  aatt  WWeesstt  PPooiinntt  bbyy  vviissiittiinngg  wwwwww..vviirrttuuaallwwpp..oorrgg//  
 

 

www.usma.edu/admissions
www.virtualwp.org



