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2008 Hail and Farewell
(Submitted by Sarah Hange ’11)

Our annual Hail and Farewell Banquet was held at the Mile Square Golf and Banquet facility, in
Fountain Valley on June 8, 2008.  A total of 112 guests were present.  Our Club honored 23 Cadets and
Cadet Candidates.

President Margo Lazzari opened the program with welcoming remarks, followed by the Pledge
of Allegiance led by Gil Coerper and invocation by Joe Lazzari.

This year we were grateful to have the following Congressional Representatives present their
district graduates with a special Congressional Commendation:
Mr. Bill Ray, for the Honorable Loretta Sanchez, CA 47th Dist., honoring graduates Jeanne Gorlin and
Kelly Trout.
Mr. Steven Thornton, for the Honorable Gary Miller, CA 42nd Dist, honoring graduates Andy Mazeika
and Grace Zwick.
Mr. Jamie Zamora, for the Honorable Linda Sanchez, CA 39th Dist., honoring graduate James Yun.

Following lunch, our Webmaster, Mr. Ray Davis, introduced the Club’s 2008 Graduates and
provided a short bio and slide show for each new Second Lieutenant, as well as their chosen branch:
Simon Chung, Engineers;  Cara Enright, Air Defense Artillery;  Travis Featherstone, Infantry;   Jeanne
Gorlin, Medical Corps;  Andrew Lujan, Infantry;  Andrius Mazeika, Field Artillery;   Jason Park,
Engineers;  Wesley Paulsen, Aviation;  Victor Shen, Finance;  Sterling Showalter, Armor;  Kelly Trout,
Ordnance;  Branden Wong, Military Intelligence;  James Yun, Field Artillery and Grace Zwick,
Engineers.

Our new Graduates spoke of their future plans and the Grad-Parents in attendance gave us
updates on their 2LTs.  The Club thanked the new Lieutenants for their service and wished them well in
this new exciting chapter in their lives.

Mentorship Chair, Sandy Moody, introduced the incoming Cadet Candidates in attendance:
David Farren, Daniel Hinkson, Jonathan W. L. Hoey, Logan Lee, Liberty McEntee, Nicholas Wahlquist,
Kyle J. Zimmermann, Thomas Balough and John and Peter Hohng (yes, we do have a set of twins this
year!!)  Each Cadet Candidate in turn introduced their families.

Speaker’s duties were shared by Mr. Mike Ryan, 1st VP Social Graduates, and past President
Tony Mazeika as well as Grad-Parents Phyllis and Hardy Strozier and Gil and Louann Coerper, who
delivered inspiring speeches.  Thank you ladies and gentlemen for your supporting words.
Cadet Candidates and their parents were given an opportunity to socialize with Club members, Cadets
and Graduates throughout the afternoon and learn more about the Army family.

Past President Fletcher Dice was our Toast Master, calling on each 2008 graduate for a toast, in
the following order:  2LT. Simon Chung, 2LT. Andrius Mazeika, 2LT. Jason Park, 2LT. James Yun,
2LT. Grace Zwick and her fiancé 2LT. Daniel Feldpausch.
As usual, our final toast response:  GO ARMY, Beat Navy!!!
Club Secretary, Peggy Cansdale, initiated the Cake Cutting Ceremony as our program came to a close.
Reflecting on the day, one can only be struck by the significance of this Banquet as it celebrates and
brings together two separate beginnings of Army life: Cadet Candidates and 2LTs.

We, the Hail & Farewell Committee, are neither Plebe nor Firstie parents.  We are somewhere in
between, having already survived Beast and gone through the tumultuous Plebe year.  We now realize
how fast time is passing and how soon we will be part of the Farewell half of this event.  We entered the
Parents Club uncertain and apprehensive, but are now much more comfortable in these new shoes (or
boots)…  We would like to thank you for attending this year’s Banquet and hope you will return next
year to bear witness to the growth and evolution of a new group of emerging leaders.
The Hail & Farewell Committee
Sarah Hange & Anna Ryaboy, 2011 and Peggy Cansdale, 2010



2008 Ice Cream Social
(submitted by Sarah Hange ’11)

We had a great turn out for this year’s event, with over 50 people in attendance.  There were six
Class of 2012 families present along with Grad and Cadet parents.  The event was hosted by the Class of
2011, who showed up in force this year!!  The afternoon started with ice cream topped with bananas,
strawberries and pineapples, chocolate, sprinkles and whipped cream with a side of brownie or cookie.

Cadets Elizabeth Lazzari (’09), Amy Tang (’10) and Sean Hoyt (’10) provided us with true
insights on daily life at West Point.  We thank them for taking the time from their busy schedules to
come share the afternoon with us.

President Lazzari took a moment to reflect on the life of Cheryl Enright (’08) who passed away
in June.  Cheryl was the mother of 2LT. Cara Enright.    She will be missed by all of us.   Margo noted
how gratifying it was to see Club members rallying in support of the Enright family during this difficult
time in their lives.

President Margo Lazzari called for updates from each parent present beginning with the
Graduates’ and on up to the Cadet Candidates’.  Everyone had a chance to share their news.  This
wonderful opportunity of sharing of information reflects one of the main purposes of our club:  Parent
support and understanding of the journey our young men and women have embarked on.
The Ice Cream Social Committee wants to thank all involved in the set up and clean up for this event.  It
was a great group effort!! Thank you all for attending!!! The Ice Cream Social Committee

MEMBERSHIP
(submitted by Mary Ellen Hoyt ’10)

There were a total of 27 Cadet Candidates who were offered appointments to the United States Military
Academy, and 2 offers of admission into USMAPS.  19 have accepted their USMA appointment; and 2
have accepted their USMAPS admissions offers.
We have a total of 13 families who have joined the Orange County West Point Parents Club.  The club
warmly welcomes the families from the Classes of 2012.  This group is filled with such excitement and
enthusiasm.  The club in return will do everything in its power to assist these families in any way
possible.  Please feel free to contact any member should you have a question or a concern.  We have all
been exactly where you are and would welcome the opportunity to help guide you through the upcoming
47 month adventure.  Plebe year will be a great year for the cadets and their families.
Congratulations once again to one and all!

Welcome Class 0f 2012
We are delighted to welcome the incoming new cadets of the Class of 2012 and their families!  What a
special time in the lives of these new cadets.  This year we are pleased to welcome 14 new families to
our club, with one family that has sent twin boys to WP!  This is exciting!
Please welcome the following new families to our Parent Club:

Dale and Sara Balough  Son ~ Thomas
Haseoup Bang and Heeja Kim  Son ~ Michael
Kevin and Teresa Chai  Son ~ Alexander
Mike and Karen Farren  Son ~ David
Greg and Kelly Hinkson  Son ~ Daniel
Jennifer and Larry Hoey  Son ~ Jonathan
Sam and Gigi Hohng Sons ~ John and Peter
Jacob and Sunny Jeon Daughter ~ Sarah
Eddy and Tonya McEntee Daughter ~ Liberty
Duke  and  Lynne Wahlquist Son ~ Nicholas
William  and  Beverly Lee Son ~ Logan
John Whitacre Son ~ Joseph
Robert  and  Caryn Zimmermann Son ~ Kyle



Cadet Updates
Kyle Zimmerman (2012)

I have some pictures and a news paper article/picture  from the Pointer View with my son in it, and of
the R-day parade. He is second from right in the parade picture.

Kyle is at the right facing us at the table in the etiquette piece from the Pointer View- we see the side of
his face.

He is also in A-4 and the other is a picture of his group at Beast. He is bottom row middle and is
smiling!!! ( Which if you knew Kyle, it is extremely rare!) He called on Sun and we had a good long
chat.  He is doing great and is only having problems with blisters!  He loves the rucks, rappelling and
anything outdoors.    He said he even enjoyed the Gas chamber as it got him out of the area. They  shot
the M-16 gun  today and then spending the night out.  He loves this stuff and was well prepared, so he
knew what to expect.



Alex Keimach (2011)

     Alex completed his Plebe year successfully.  He is leaning toward a major in Human Geography,
possibly a double major with French.  Alex was a Roothawg (H-1) and enjoyed intramural full-pad
football, boxing, and rugby.  Alex was able to earn Performance Passes and enjoyed a weekend trip to
Penn State to visit friends and catch a football game, and another week-end trip to Boston, attending a
concert.  Alex especially enjoyed the boodle boxes and the support of the OC WP Parent� s club.  This
summer, he completed Cadet Field Training and earned his Air Assault wings.  Alex was able to come
home over Christmas Break, Spring Break, and the first week of summer.  He is now home for three
weeks and the family will enjoy a camping trip with jet skiing and wakeboarding, at Shaver Lake.

Bryan Higuera (2010)

     It is hard to believe that it is Cow Year already! Doesn’t seem
that long ago I was worried about Beast, the first semester, and
winters at West Point. Time flies…  Bryan successfully completed
boxing during STAP (YEAH!), and was able to fly home for one
week before reporting to Camp Buckner. His summer assignment
is at Honeywell in Phoenix, AZ. Now July & August in Phoenix
may not sound too good, but being off Post does!

Samuel Galima (2010)

After the second cadre training, Sam spent 3 weeks as an intern at Roswell Cancer Research Center in
Buffalo, NewYork along with a Firstie. Major Eslinger was in charged of the internship.



Sean Hoyt (2010)
     Sean is currently experiencing CTLT at Fort Bragg, NC serving as a platoon leader for the 18th

Ordinance EOD (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) along with the newly forming 28th Ordinance EOD
(Special Forces).  These units have two missions - when not on a deployment clearing IEDs and
teaching the Iraqi Army EOD techniques, they work along side the United States Secret Service and
send teams to travel with the President, Vice President, and the Presidential candidates since this is an
election year.
     He was able to take the day off from the 18th and went over to the
1-17 CAV where a good friend of his was also going through CTLT.  His friend was able get him onto
one of his helicopter flights so he was able to ride on a Blackhawk soaring over the vast skies of Fort
Bragg.  Sean’s platoon was called on to dispose of unexploded ordinances.  They had a howitzer round,
an 8 incher, a rifle grenade, and other small rounds.  He was able to set up and dispose of all the
unexploded ordinances successfully and without incident.

Sean is looking forward to finishing at Fort Bragg, but he is also looking forward to starting a
new year at West Point…”when the Cows come home!”
Our best wishes and good luck to one and all this academic year.

Sean attended services at the
Church of In-N-Out regularly.

Don’t worry Fritz…Sean’s
bark is worse than his bite!

H-4 GO HOGS !!!



Elizabeth Lazzari (2009)
     Elizabeth was Summer Garrison Regiment 1st Detail Commander. She officially began this
assignment at the ’08 Graduation Parade on May 30th . Several ‘08 parents from our West Point Parents
Club heard Elizabeth’s name announced over the loud speaker, including her home city (Seal Beach)
and state (California). This assignment was extremely challenging and exposed her to many
administrative issues involved in supervising cadets.
     The West Point Volleyball league season gets underway in August.  Elizabeth is a co-captain of the
team. The West Point Challenge Tournament takes place on September 18-20 against Hartford,
Dartmouth, and USC.  This is also alumni weekend and the team will be celebrating the 30th anniversary
of Army Volleyball from 1978-2008.

Graduate Updates
2LT Nicole Stoddard (2007)
     I've been here in Afghanistan for about a month now and all is well. I am at one of the smaller bases
in the country, but the living conditions are fine. We have hot showers and three hot meals a day. My
address is…

68th CSE/62nd ECB
FOB Orgun-E

APO, AE 09354
One of my biggest projects right now is
constructing a 22km road from my base to another
outlying post. I have been out on the road the past
4 days with my platoon improving the road.
Yesterday, we found a bomb rigged to a pressure
plate on our jobsite and we had to call ordnance
disposal to come blow it in place. No one was hurt
and we think we may have actually caught the
guys who placed it.
This country is extremely mountainous. I am at
7500' elevation and the surrounding area is actually
very nice to look at. At night, it seems like the
entire sky is filled with stars. The local population
is very poor. Whenever we are out on the road,
they surround us begging for food and pens or anything that we will give them. They are not starving,
they just want our sugar-filled snacks and drinks. I have talked to several in the area and they are
generally happy to have us here.
The Army is keeping us very busy and we have extremely long days, but the work is good and it makes
the days go by faster. I'll do my best to keep you updated.
Thanks for you support.

2Lt Veronica Lauzon (2007)
     She is in Military Intelligence with the2nd cavalry at Fort Hood , Texas.  She is once again playing
softball with the post team. Deployment is scheduled for early '09

Anthony Mattazaro (2007)

     Anthony is an Infantry Officer and has recently completed all of his training.  He was able to take
leave and come home in between moving from Fort Benning, GA where he has been for the last year, to
Fort Hood, TX.  So as I write this on July 26, 2008, he is home with us and he will be returning to Fort
Benning on Aug 4th, packing his things, and driving to TX.



Capt. Paul Strozier (2005)

     Paul and his wife, Desiree (Zielen-Ersing) Strozier, were promoted to Captain on July 1st.   They
came to CA for four days over the July 4th weekend and shared the holiday with us (plus 5 of Paul's
childhood friends) in Lake Arrowhead.   Now on "staff" Paul does much more desk work and gets to fly
Black Hawks less.   They are in the process of buying a house on Oahu's North Shore and will be at Fort
Irwin in the CA desert for Aug. - Sept.  All is well. Paul & Desiree will be at Fort Irwin Aug.- Oct.

Cpt. Kevin Ryan '05

     On June 15 Kevin deployed from Ft. Hood to Tasi,
Iraq.  Taji is on the outskirts of Baghdad (10 miles north
of the Green Zone).  He is assigned to the 4th Aviation
Brigade (attached to the 4th I.D.  Kevin  and his fellow
Apache pilots are conducting daily patrols in the greater
Baghdad area.  His weekly telephone calls suggest that it
is very "quiet" in his area of operations.  Although 15
hour workdays are  the norm, there is time for "quality"
gym time every other day.

CPT Peter Caretto (2005)

     Pete has been in Bayji, Iraq since September 2007.  After being part of an 11 member MiTT Team
for 10 months, he was moved to XO of the Headquarters company, also on FOB Summerall.  At the
same time he was promoted to Captain and commanded the company while the commander went on
leave.  Because Bayji has the biggest oil refinery in Iraq, he had to get up to speed quickly on the ins and
outs of the refinery, which entails briefing Generals and politicians.  Consequently, he is looking
forward to his own leave, scheduled for late August.  We are taking him to Maui so that he can finally
earn his SCUBA certification.  He is due back stateside in December at the end of his tour.  It looks as
though he will attend Captain's school as well as Special Forces training.

Joel Haas (2003)

     Joel completed his five year commitment in June this year as an Air Defense Artillery Officer.
During his career, he was a General's Aide de Camp, and the last year in the Army served with the
United Nations in Monrovia, Liberia (Africa).  He worked with 42 different Nationalities, what a diverse
experience.  He had to go to Monrovia to meet a young lady (Lucy) from London, England, who was
serving on the Mercy Ship docked outside Monrovia.  Mercy Ships provide medical care (medicine and
surgeries) to those who cannot afford or the care is not available in Third World Countries.  Joel was
recently a Groomsman in Matt Nethers (02) Wedding.

Justin Haas (2001)
     Justin completed his five year commitment as a Signal Corps Officer two years ago.  He married
Ashley Greaves (01) two years ago, and a year later they/we were blessed with a little girl named Jaelyn
Faith.  They currently live in Oak Hill, Virginia, and he works for a government agency.  Ashley is a
stay-at-home Mother.  He did not have a problem finding a great job because of West Point being on his
resume.  He is also working on an MBA from Virginia Tech.

Casey Markovitz (2000, Aviation)

     Casey  finished eight years Active Duty and joins the ranks of the civilian world effective September
1, 2008. He and his wife Nancy, 5 years Air Force Active Duty, are currently in the enviable position of
deciding what do they want to do next and where do they want to do it. They currently reside in
Newport News, VA, home to Ft. Eustis, Casey's last posting.

Kevin Ryan’s Office in Iraq
HIs office in Iraq.



In Memoriam: Cheryl W. Enright
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ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Margo, Cadet Elizabeth’09, Peggy, Cadet Amy’10 and Lisa

Ice cream social event hosted by the class of 2011 parents

Amy ’10, Sean ’10 &
    Elizabeth ‘09

Margo and Lisa C. working on some agenda

Cadet Elizabeth Lazzari’09 is giving her
current West Point experience to the parents

Plebe Parent, Class of 2012 is sharing her R-Day
experiences with the parents in the room



Cadet Sean Hoyt ’10 is giving his current
West Point experience to the parents

Cadet Amy Tang ’10 is giving her current
West Point experience to the parents

Plebe Parents – Class of 2012 West Point Parents Club
welcomes you to join our FUN!

Margo and Ray Davis are in line for some
delicious ice cream served by the 2011 parents

Eating ice cream and getting
to know each others, what a good time!!
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