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Dear West Point Parents,

Congratulations to those of you who have a son or daughter about to enter the

United States Military Academy. You have every reason to be very proud. To those of

you who already have a cadet at West Point and are just joining the West Point Parents Club, welcome aboard! The West Point Parents Information Book is published annually by the West Point Parents Club of Greater Cincinnati (commonly referred to as the WPPC GC). This information book is intended primarily to help parents of New Cadets, but also serves all our parents as a handy reference for phone numbers, places to go, and things to do with your Cadet, both at West Point and the in surrounding communities. A membership directory will be available in early July. It is recommended that you keep the directory and newsletters for future reference. New members are given the information book upon initially joining WPPC.

The United States Military Academy at West Point is well known as the premier

leadership development institution in the world. To the uninitiated and unfamiliar,

however, West Point can be a real mystery. This information book takes you through

the first year, from the perspective of the parents of Cadets who have already gone

through it. When you have questions that aren’t answered here, please pick up the

phone and give any one of the board members a call or send an e-mail message. The

members of our Board would be happy to answer any of your questions or provide the

name and phone number of someone who can. Our phone numbers and e-mail

addresses are listed in the rear of the information book. This is a stressful time

for both Cadets and parents. If there is something on your mind, please call someone

and ask.

Best wishes from the WPPCGC members.

Kitty and Dave Fields

Presidents

West Point Parents Club of

Greater Cincinnati
This information book is intended only to supplement information you will receive from the official West Point sources.

Remember this is the ARMY

ANYTHING can change at anytime.

USMA Purpose

"The purpose of the United States Military Academy is to provide the Nation with leaders of character who serve the common defense."

USMA Mission

"To educate, train, and inspire the Corps of Cadets so that each graduate is a commissioned leader of character committed to the values of Duty, Honor, Country; professional growth throughout a career as an officer in the United States Army; and a lifetime of selfless service to the nation."
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the world of West Point parenting and congratulations on your child's acceptance to West Point.  It's an honor to be part of one of the greatest traditions in the world …the Long Gray Line.  The West Point Parents’ Club of Greater Cincinnati was organized to offer opportunities for fellowship and mutual support among the Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio parents whose cadets are experiencing the rugged academic, physical and military training program at West Point.  We encourage you to join us.  

Most parents say that the first year at West Point is the most difficult, not only for the cadets, but also for parents.  This handbook is designed to help you through this special time as you give support to your cadet and survive the Plebe Year yourself.

To assist you during this year, The West Point Parents Club of Greater Cincinnati (WPPC-GC) provides several information resources to supplement the information you are given by the Admissions Office at West Point:  

· Parent Information Handbook provides information useful to parents of cadets.

Information about motels and restaurants and additional cadet information

· Cadet and Parent Directory includes listings for all Greater Cincinnati cadets. 

· Club Meetings are held approximately four to six times yearly to relay and discuss USMA information, organize social events for club members, support activities that directly benefit Greater Cincinnati cadets.  During these meetings parents discuss their own concerns as well as recent experiences of their cadets.

· Plebe Family Mentor Program matches experienced club parents with Plebe families in their area so that Plebe parents have someone nearby to contact with their questions about West Point.  Plebe family mentors offer useful, first-hand advice on many issues that make it easier to survive the Plebe experience.  Please contact the Mentor Program chairperson if you have not yet been assigned a mentor and would like one.

· Internet Resources include the WPPC-GC website and forum.  The website (http://www.west-point.org/parent/wppc-greatercinti/) is a source of club news, contact information, and links to WP-related sites. 

Anytime you have a question about West Point or just need someone to talk to, feel free to call your family mentor or any other Club member: we are here to support one another and share the information we have.  

We hope this handbook will answer most of your immediate questions and offer you helpful advice we've gathered over the years. 

Before Leaving for R-Day (Reception Day)

Your cadet has received stacks of paper from West Point with so many instructions it is mind-boggling! To be sure you are prepared, read everything sent to you again, and again! Follow the suggestions they make because they are given for a reason - to help your cadet candidate succeed.

Travel light - one bag to carry (not pull along on wheels). Bringing one bag means the candidate will need to fill out only one tag (the first trying test under control of the upper-class cadre on R-Day). Check the "Instructions for Candidates" for other required items and restrictions.

The candidate needs to take most of the following items (the remaining ones are suggestions):

• Black leather shoes with laces - WELL BROKEN IN and highly polished. You will receive and authorization letter from West Point to purchase these.  (You can buy these at the Military Clothing Store or order from AAFES). Note - Plebes are not allowed to wear the highly shined Officer style Corfam shoes that are available at the Military Clothing Store.

• A pair of WELL BROKEN IN running shoes.

• Razor - safety razor with shaving cream or electric/battery operated

• Wrist Watch - sturdy, inexpensive, a waterproof one with an alarm and lighted dial is suggested

•One 8x10 picture in a frame OR an 8x10 collage works well

• Alarm clock - battery operated

• Sports Bras (female candidates) - clasp bras tend to fall apart

• Small penlight (mini-mag) flashlight with extra batteries

• Nail clipper or small key chain type pen-knife (a Leatherman-type multi-purpose fold up tool

  works well) - to remove threads from uniforms

• Small lint-free cloths/rags for shining shoes

• Small address book - completely filled out including important dates

• Stamps and supply of self addressed stamped envelopes and stationery

• Bic-type lighter

• Chapstick

• Bandaids and moleskin

• Gold Bond medicated foot powder

• All white crew socks (no logos, stripes or colors) - may need more than are issued

• Toothbrush - if you like a particular brand

The candidate should receive their P.O. Box number from the Admissions Office before R-Day. It will be given out again on R-Day. Be sure to get it then just to be sure it is the same.
The candidate is still a resident of their home state - be it Indiana, Kentucky, or Ohio. They

should register to vote so they can vote absentee when the time comes. Call your County Clerk's office for information and the procedure for requesting applications for absentee ballots.
New cadets receive limited and timed phone privileges during Cadet Basic Training, and the calls can come at anytime. If you do not have a speakerphone, answering machine, call waiting or call forwarding, now may be a good time to invest in them. You may want to get a recorder and microphone that will record from your telephone. This will allow you to play new cadet's phone calls back for anyone who was not at home when he/she called. These recordings are also priceless memories.  Remind your candidate to get a haircut before leaving. Men should not get a "buzz". Getting a haircut is especially important for the females, and will help relieve the "shock" on R-Day.

Convince your candidate to RUN, RUN, RUN and then to RUN some more.

THE FIRST YEAR IN REVIEW

R-DAY (RECEPTION DAY): JUNE 29, 2009

Suggestions from those who have been there.

This day marks the beginning of a unique experience for both you and your cadet.  We strongly suggest that you accompany your cadet to West Point for R-Day.  This will be a long and emotional day and if you are uncomfortable with long car trips (West Point is a 10 - 11 hour drive), plan on making reservations at a local hotel and stay the night before.  Make your reservations early (a list of local hotels/motels can be found in the back of this booklet.)  It helps to be able to picture where they are going to be for the next four years and what they are going to experience for the next few weeks. If elderly relatives attend, it may be a grueling day because of the heat and the amount of walking, which is mostly uphill. Wear comfortable, tasteful clothes and comfortable shoes. Some parents wear the Class of 2013 tee shirt which are available at the Visitor's Center Gift Shop. Buying a shirt and possibly a Class of 2013 tote bag the day before R-Day is recommended since it will not be easy to get to the Visitor's Center during R-Day. If you decide you want a class tee shirt or tote bag after they are sold out, don't despair! They can be ordered at the Visitor's Center Gift Shop and delivered to your home.

The most direct route to West Point from Greater Cincinnati:

   -Take I-71 North for approximately 206.6 miles  to I-76 East Exit # 209.  

-Take I-76 East for approximately 59.8 miles  stay7 straight I-76 becomes I-80.

-Take I-80 East for approximately 276 miles  to I-81 North Exit # 151 B.  

-Take I-81 North for approximately 35.1 miles toI-84East/I-380 South Exit # 187  

-Take I-84 East for approximately 73.1 miles to Rt. 17 E Exit # 4 E.  

-Take Rt. 17-E East for approximately 16.5 miles to US 6 / Bear Mountain / West Point

                                                                                                             Exit # 130 A

-Take US 6 East for approximately 9.6 miles to North US-9 W  (intersection is a traffic circle)

-Take US-9 W North for approximately 3.8 Miles to Highland Falls / West Point

-Follow the directions given by West Point to the proper parking areas and shuttle buses.

Total Miles from Cincinnati, Ohio to West Point is approximately 688 miles.

Don't forget to have your R-Day parking pass ready--it came in your packet from West Point.

This is a day filled with many emotions and every emotion you experience is normal and natural. When you plan your day, we suggest that you arrive at West Point early to allow time for the Military Police to direct you to the parking areas. Take everything with you that you will need for the rest of the day – you won't be back to your car until after the Oath Ceremony. Be sure to bring a pen and a small notebook to jot down your new cadet's P.O. Box number, information and important dates (such as the date your new cadet can begin receiving boodle (goodies)!). Take binoculars, cameras, video cameras and protection in case of inclement weather. The West Point weather changes frequently. A sunny morning can still have a rainy afternoon. Take the shuttle bus to Eisenhower Hall from the parking area. Bring drinks (water bottles), hats and snacks. The line is long going into Eisenhower Hall and standing for an hour or so is not unusual.  Your cadet's check-in time is on the instructions from the Admissions Department.  Get into the habit now of arriving early. 

You will accompany your cadet to the initial briefing inside Eisenhower Hall.  After a rather brief welcome, you will be given a 90 seconds to say "Good-bye" and you will not see your cadet again for the rest of the day. If you are lucky, you may be able to spot him/her at the swearing-in ceremony at Trophy Point.  It is crucial that parents be aware of how quickly the separation takes place after the initial briefing.  Be sure to say all of your good-byes before you get inside Ike.  Being prepared for this sudden and traumatic separation will make it a little easier on your emotions. New Cadets walk down the aisle and out the door to the waiting buses.  You have the opportunity to watch them enter their new life before you leave Ike Hall. This can be very emotional, so bring tissues.

After your cadet exits Ike Hall and you leave the auditorium part of Ike Hall, you should visit Eisenhower Hall Ballroom where you will find Parents' Club representatives and helpful information.  Shuttle buses will operate during the day to take you around West Point.  Eisenhower Hall is air-conditioned and contains many comfortable seating areas, some with televisions.  It is a pleasant spot to relax on this long day, especially if it's hot outside.

TIP: Bring a still camera, video camera, binoculars or all three. You'll want to 

capture the day and so much will be happening you won't be able to    remember it all without pictures. But remember all the new cadet candidates will look alike.  They are not easy to identify because of the newly acquired short hair and identical uniforms - not to mention the fact they will have no expressions.

While at Eisenhower: 

•
Pick up your New Cadet’s mailing address if you didn't find it in your packet from Admissions.  Your cadet's company and squad will also be on this card.
•
Order your New Cadet’s “first boodle” which will be delivered to them on the first day they are permitted to have boodle (treats). This will be on Acceptance Day Weekend.

•
Plan for lunch at the West Point Club, Hotel Thayer or Eisenhower Hall.  There is also a snack bar located in Eisenhower Hall.

•
Purchase season tickets and/or Army-Navy tickets for Army Football.  This is very convenient and they take cash, checks or credit cards.  If you do not purchase season tickets, your cadet can purchase individual game tickets for you. 

•
Tours of West Point may be available from Eisenhower Hall and are highly recommended.

•
An afternoon Superintendent’s briefing (parents’ orientation) is usually scheduled in Eisenhower Hall and is very informative.  Plan on attending.  Bring a pen and paper to take notes and jot down dates that are important.

There is time after lunch to relax and wander around.  If you would like to catch a glimpse of what the New Cadets are going through, walk up to the area around the barracks on the Plain and you can see through the sally ports (yes, you do have to learn all the new jargon) to the area where they are being drilled.  They all look the same now and are moving around.  It’s really hard to find your son or daughter but keep looking.  But remember to not walk on the grassy area of the Plain.
The West Point Museum and gift shop will be open and you can cruise around Highland Falls to check out the shops and restaurants for future visits or Boodle deliveries.

At 5:00 to 6:00PM (1700 to 1800 Hrs) (you will be given a "firm" time -depending, of course, on the weather) you should plan to attend your New Cadet’s swearing-in ceremony at Trophy Point. This swearing-in ceremony formally ends R-Day (at least for the parents!). It is a good idea to get to Trophy Point to secure your spot about an hour before the ceremony. It gets very crowded.  Remember that all candidates will look alike and are not easy to identify because all have the same haircut and uniform and no expression. They will be lined up by height, front to rear of each company. This may help you pick out your new cadet, although you will probably not have a good view except as they march to and from Trophy Point. Listen to the announcements during the ceremony so you know when to stand at various stages of this ceremony. Once the ceremony is over, the New Cadets will march directly into the mess hall for their first dinner. 

This ceremony marks the first time cadets take their Oath; they will reaffirm their oath at the beginning of Cow year.  Both the march to Trophy Point and the ceremony are impressive and emotional because of the striking difference between the "child" you left at Eisenhower in the morning and the soldier you see march before you.  Be prepared: the sense of pride you will feel for your son or daughter cannot be described!  Only another West Point parent knows how you feel.

Up until now your sons and daughters have been called "candidates". Only when they have taken the Oath during the swearing-in ceremony will they be called "new cadets" (a form of address they will grow to hate). Only after they complete Cadet Basic Training and are accepted into the Corps of Cadets at the Acceptance Day Parade in August will they become "cadets".

**One suggestion we highly recommend is that you bring a stamped envelope and note paper and write a note of congratulations to your New Cadet and drop it into the mail before leaving West Point.  Your Plebe will be thrilled to be one of the first to receive mail. During Beast, mail is weeks very important.

TIP: To facilitate friends and relatives sending mail, make out post cards, stamped envelopes, or pre-printed labels with your new cadet's address to hand out to his or her closest friends and relatives. Also give your cadet an address book with family and friend's addresses, important dates (birthday's anniversary's, etc.), lots of stamps, envelopes and writing paper as they may not have time to buy these. However, don't expect a lot of mail in return. You will get one letter early on that the Cadet Squad Leader will ensure is written! Also a “fill-in-the-blank” letter for them to complete and return to you is a good way to get mail back from them. 

They also will not be able to call you right away (it may be a couple of weeks) and even then the time is strictly limited. During the few weeks immediately after R-Day, your support, understanding, and listening ear are the most important things you can give your new cadet. Encourage them to take things one day at a time and let them know you are there for them.

CADET BASIC TRAINING (CBT) (BEAST BARRACKS

"Duty-Honor-Country Those three hallowed words reverently dictate what you ought to be, what you can be, what you will be. They are your rallying points, to build courage when courage seems to fail, to regain faith when there seems to be little cause for faith, to create hope when hope becomes forlorn. " General Douglas Mac Arthur, excerpt from his Farewell Address delivered to the Corps of Cadets on 12 May 1962.

R-Day is the first day of Beast Barracks, as this "basic training" is affectionately called! Some new cadets will actually enjoy the adventures and challenges it brings. But not all plebes will enjoy it! It's a time when a group of high school graduates become soldiers and are prepared to enter the Corps as West Point Cadets.

Cadet Basic Training is a 6 1/2 week (565 1/2 hour) training program that effectively transitions each New Cadet from civilian to soldier and provides leadership opportunities to the upperclassmen.  Training covers four main areas: Military Training, Moral, Ethical and Cadetship Training, Social Training, and Physical Training.  

In the Military Training phase the New Cadet qualifies on the M-4 rifle, covers basic first aid, learns drill and ceremony, military customs and courtesies.  The Moral, Ethical and Cadetship Training phase includes honor instruction, cadet regulations, cadet leadership development, and optional religious services.  The Social Training phase covers etiquette and stress management.  Physical Training involves conditioning, marching, confidence obstacle courses, physical testing and organized athletics.

In addition to extensive military training including military courtesy, marching and handling of

firearms - the new cadet will be schooled in the traditions of West Point and will learn what it takes "to make it". This is a particularly difficult adjustment period for the new cadet. His or her lifestyle will under go a complete change when they are totally immersed in a military setting. Stress is a major part of the program along with the ability to memorize data, learn military drill, courtesy and the "West Point Way". It is a time when all are in need of encouragement and support since you may hear a lot of negative reaction on the part of your new cadet. Insist that they hang in and give it a fair trial. Staying power and the ability to perform well under stress is the hallmark of a West Pointer.

CBT is the most physically and emotionally demanding part of the four years at West Point.  It is very important that your cadet arrive for Beast in excellent physical condition.  Most candidates are aware of the physical challenges they will face at West Point. The biggest challenge is that they are in the Army and need to follow orders (not like at home with the pick up you room request). However, many candidates are inadequately prepared for the rigors of CBT. 

At the end of CBT, cadets take the Army Physical Fitness Test (APFT) which includes push-ups, sit-ups and a 2-mile run.  This is the first of many fitness tests required during their four years at West Point.  Prior physical conditioning is crucial to success in CBT.  It is important to develop strength and endurance.  Sit-ups and pushups are best for developing abdominal and upper body muscles.  Running is the best way to increase endurance.  All New Cadets participate in a timed two-mile run early in Beast.  Depending on their qualifying times, they will be put into designated running groups: the fastest group is the green group, followed by black and gray, with gold being the slowest group.  Minimum times for the two mile run for males should be under 16:00 minutes, and for females a time under 19:00 minutes.

As you can see, it is important for candidates to run as much as they can before R-Day.  Cadet candidates should time themselves before they report to see where they stand relative to this standard.  The better shape a New Cadet is in the easier CBT will be.  The candidate's best way to earn respect of upperclassmen is to be in top physical condition.

The purpose of CBT is threefold.  First, is for the New Cadet to learn the traditions, courtesies and basic knowledge of the Army in general and West Point in particular.  Second is training the New Cadet to follow orders instantly without question or excuse, teaching them basic combat skills, and having them complete a rigorous physical development program.  Third, the New Cadet will be taught time management and team building skills necessary to achieve the goals set out for them.  Individual desires must be replaced by teamwork and group pride.  These traits form the cornerstone of the military unit.

During Beast, New Cadets will experience one of the most demanding periods of their entire West Point career.  More than 75 percent of their time will be devoted to learning basic military qualification skills, conducting physical training, practicing drill and ceremony, and participating in formal Honor Code/System education.  The New Cadets are busy, seven days a week.  Their typical day begins at 5:00 a.m. (0500 Hrs) and ends at 10:00 p.m. (2200 Hrs).

During Beast each plebe will have the opportunity to sign up for the West Point Sponsor Program. Encourage your cadet to do so. Military personnel at West Point volunteer each year to help 3-4 cadets as personal sponsors. They provide a "home away from home". This is a place where cadets can go, when invited, to relax in a family environment.

You will probably receive a five or ten-minute phone call in the first part of July.  The time and day will depend on the squad leader and phone availability.  Many New Cadets start to fit into the groove after the first two weeks of CBT.  At the end of the first three weeks (First Detail), New Cadets enter the second three weeks of CBT (Second Detail).  At this time, New Cadets receive a new squad leader, which means another adjustment must be made.  Depending on the squad leader they get, it is a welcome change for some; but for others, it is yet another difficult adjustment.  There are new names to remember and a new chain of command to get used to.  Your cadet may need some extra support at this time.  Phone calls may be longer depending on how the adjustment to the new leadership has gone.  

In the end they do survive this - and there is life after Beast.  Here are some tips about mail and phone calls during Beast:

Mail: Send something everyday if you can, a note, sports scores, cartoons, etc.  They will not

         have time to write often but they look forward to mail.  Try to keep news upbeat and 

         chatty, they need to know that you are there and life goes on.  A good suggestion is to

         purchase pre-stamped postcards from the Post Office and write your own address on 

         them (this may be the only way you get a letter)  This way your cadet can write a

         simple message to you and drop it into the mail.  See section "Addresses: Mail and 

         Packages".

Phone Calls: These are sporadic.  If possible, give them a telephone credit card.  DO NOT 

    CALL THEM.  This is a major hassle for them.  Unless it is an emergency, do 

    not phone.  During the academic year, many parents find it 

                       easier to send an e-mail note first when they need their cadet to call home. 

                       Cadets are so busy, they often don't have time for chatting until the weekend.

Keep in mind that Beast Barracks is probably the hardest time emotionally, physically, and psychologically that your cadet will experience at West Point.  During this time, be supportive and positive.  Write often, don’t ask lots of questions (time is limited) and listen, listen, listen.

WEST POINT ICE CREAM SOCIAL JULY 15, 2009

Each year members of the West Point Community host the new cadets for an afternoon of respite known as the “Ice Cream Social.  This year the Ice Cream Social for the Class of 2013 will be held on Wednesday, July 15, 2009.  This is an opportunity for the new cadets to call home and catch up with family and friends.  The new cadets can use phone cards or are often offered the use of the hosting family’s cell or house phone,  Approximate time for the Ice Cream Social is 1 – 5 PM (1300 – 1700 hrs).  Mark your calendar and be ready for a call.  These sponsor families become very important for your cadet’s development and adjustment at West Point.  Please do not forget to thank them.

MARCH BACK FROM CAMP BUCKNER: AUGUST 10, 2009

The official date for this years march back is on Monday, August 10th.  The last few days of Beast (mid-August) are spent at Camp Buckner where the New Cadets spend time out in the field, learn military skills, and select their class motto.  The New Cadets then march 12 miles back to West Point, tired but happy, marking the end of Beast.  The March Back is a great sight to see if you can go. The New Cadets are met at Washington Gate by the military band and the Army mules and then proceed to march the last two miles through the West Point community. Find a spot in front of the Superintendent’s House (Quarters 100) and make a big welcome poster, something your cadet will understand and recognizes (pink Flamingos maybe?). You probably will not be able to pick out your cadet as they march past. This is not a day for a visit with your cadet  and parents must not interfere but it is a powerful and convincing display of the soldiers they have become and that is what is important.  The streets are lined with well-wishers and spirits are high.  This culminates in a pass-in-review in front of the Superintendent's House, viewed by the Superintendent and honored guests.  The time that the New Cadets arrive at Quarters 100 varies from year to year so make sure you have good information from your New Cadet as the date approaches.  
TIP: Take your cameras along (the constant reminder!) and get pictures because, tired

        As they are, the new cadets feel the best they have felt since R-Day.

If you choose, you can make signs welcoming them back to "The Point." The emotional lift that you will give not only your cadet, but also those new cadets who won't have family members present, cannot be expressed in words. Be sure not to use your new cadet's name as they prefer to be invisible and have no attention drawn to them.
REORGANIZATION WEEK: AUGUST 10 – 17, 2009

Reorganization Week, commonly called "REORGY" is not considered a fun time by most plebes. It is probably not the worst time they will experience, but it may come close! It comes just as the newest cadets are feeling happy and proud that they survived "Beast" and are looking forward to being cadets in the fullest sense. However, during this same week, the remainder of the corps (upper-class cadets) are returning from their various summer activities and have nothing better to do than to keep plebes fully occupied. It lasts less than a week, but it really dramatizes the fact that there are now three upper-class cadets for every plebe.

During this week, each plebe will move in with new roommate(s) from their own class and become part of one of the 32 companies that make up the Corps. Each company is made up of cadets from all the classes. The upperclassmen have leadership roles. The Yearlings (sophomores) will be team leaders. This entails taking care of and teaching one or two plebes. The team leader will take their plebes to pick up their computers, books, etc. etc. The Cows (juniors) act as the company NCOs (non-commissioned officers), and the Firsties (seniors) act as the company officers. This company will be their HOME for the next year. They will receive their first homework assignment BEFORE the first day of class, Monday, August 17, 2009. Such is the Thayer method of teaching.

They will be able to communicate with you on a limited and random basis during this week once they are issued their phones and computers.

ACCEPTANCE DAY PARADE – AUGUST 15, 2009

Summer training for all classes officially culminates with the Acceptance Parade (an impressive

ceremony) on August 15, at approximately 10:00 a.m. (time of the parade is subject to change – check with your New Cadet prior to August 15). It is at this ceremony that the plebes are allowed, for the first time, to wear their white hats, a traditional symbol of having been formally accepted into the Corps of Cadets. They are no longer "New Cadets." This is one of only four parades that are totally dedicated to a particular class during the entire West Point experience (R-Day, Plebe Parent Weekend Review and the Graduation parades are the others).

The new cadets march out and line up in front of the bleachers. The rest of the Corp of Cadets then march out and face the bleachers. After the new cadets are accepted into the Corp, they march to join their academic companies (different from their Beast Companies). There are four regiments (1,2,3,4).  Each regiment has two battalions and each battalion has four companies. First battalion is made up of companies A, B, C and D. Second battalion is made up of companies E, F, G and H. As you sit in the bleachers, facing Washington Hall, the first regiment will be to your left, the second and third regiment will be in the middle and the fourth regiment will be to your right. If your cadet were in company H2, that means that he/she is in the second regiment, company H. They would be in the back section, just left of center, in the formation. **Look for the flags in front of the bleachers which will tell where each company will stand.**

B1    D1    F1    H1        B2    D2    F2    H2        B3    D3    F3    H3         B4     D4     F4     H4

A1    C1    E1    G1        A2    C2    E2    G2        A3    C3    E3    G3        A4     C4     E4     G4

BLEACHER LOCATION

Following the Acceptance Parade will be the first time that you will be able to visit with your cadet since R-Day. The cadets will return to the barracks following the parade. After they have completed their duties and are released by their company, they are free to visit family and friends. The times they are released can vary greatly by company. Do not be worried if you see many cadets long before yours arrives. If you do not want to wait, possibly hours, for your cadet at one of the statutes, arrange ahead of time where you will be so your cadet can meet you there.

Boodle is allowed once they become cadets. Consider either bringing a plastic container or shop in Highland Falls or at the Post Exchange for a container to act as the "boodle box". If you ordered a “first boodle” on R Day, it will arrive in an appropriate plastic box that your cadet can use. Your cadet may also want to shop for cleaning supplies - a bucket, swiffer cloths, etc. at the PX (Post Exchange)

**Keep in mind that your cadet cannot be out of uniform at any time while in public. 

The Plebes will be required to stay within the "Walking Privileges" boundaries. (Walking Privileges boundaries are: to the North - within the main gates; to the South - Bear Mountain traffic circle, including Bear Mountain Inn and the park that is adjacent; to the East - the west bank of the Hudson River; and to the West - west side of 9W, including businesses on the west side of the road.) However, in the past two years, Plebes were permitted to travel outside of of the Walking Privileges boundaries in their parents’ car to go directly to their parents’ hotel room. However, they are still not permitted to be “out and about” outside of the Walking Privileges boundaries. This allows them the opportunity to get out of their uniform and slip on a pair of shorts, provided they do not venture outside your motel room in anything except their uniform.

Do not be surprised if your cadet is torn between having you stay late on Sunday afternoon of

Acceptance Day weekend and asking you to leave early. They know they are responsible for the homework required for the first day of class, the very next day, Monday, August 17. Parents are reluctant to have the weekend end, but the cadet has work to do.

ACADEMICS

The Academic year commences immediately after REORGY week. This year, the first term is scheduled to begin August 17, 2009. Classes usually have less than fifteen students and are very challenging to even the brightest students. Encourage your plebe not to neglect his/her academics. It is 60% of their class rank grade. (Military - 25% and Physical - 15%) The Academy, while educating the whole person, stresses "academics". Your plebe is well advised to study hard and develop good study habits. One of the most important lessons to be learned is "time  management". The Academy offers a short course on this subject for plebes. Encourage your cadet to sign up. There is a minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) that must be maintained throughout your cadet's time at the Academy. While we do not want to emphasize minimum standards, you should be aware of what they are in the event your cadet is struggling academically.

Classes begin creating stress of another type. The Thayer method of instruction is study and application first with explanation later. This is a unique approach that usually creates frustration until adjustment can be made. The top honor student that has never had a grade below a "B" may now fail their first two quizzes or PR's (Partial Reviews). This is also normal, not to panic. On top of the NEW academic strain, there are also plebe duties, room management and personal military inspections. Upperclassmen are also "helpful" in reinforcing everything and then some. This is when your cadet learns the most efficient way to MANAGE TIME. Homework is done before the class, not after. The cadet should be prepared BEFORE the first day and BEFORE every class. Sunday is a day of relaxation, unless the plebe has a specific duty. They are free to sleep late, attend church if they wish and do as they please until the Sunday evening study period. Due to the heavy academic schedule, many cadets use Saturday afternoon and Sunday to complete their assignments for classes. 

ACADEMIC YEAR – FIRST SEMESTER: AUGUST 17 – DECEMBER 19, 2009

Things start to settle down, but there will be emotional ups and downs along the way. Be ready to give your support and encouragement. There may be poor grades on papers, an "F" on a quiz or a less-than-desirable grade on a WPR (Written Partial Review equals a midterm exam). At this time, the challenges seem like mountains to the students who have never had a "C" on a paper before.

For those experiencing some problems with their studies, Additional Instruction (AI) is aways available to all cadets. Each instructor at the Academy has only one responsibility, and that is to help the students learn and succeed. They are available each day to provide special help to any cadet that schedules an appointment. They will not come to the cadet, even when they know the cadet needs help. The cadet must request this help. Encourage your cadet to avail themselves of this service as often as needed. Get help EARLY - do not wait until it is too late. Members of their company may also be available to help. All the cadet has to do is ask. Asking for help is not a sign of failure or weakness but helps all students succeed and builds teamwork among classmates and in the company.

Looking forward to Thanksgiving leave, the Army/Navy Football Game and Christmas leave keep the cadets going. Football weekends, if you can make them, are special times at West Point. There is an energy in the atmosphere that has the Corps charged up. This is also the most beautiful time of the year as the leaves turn and a cool crisp chill often fills the air. By the end of the first semester, plebes have been able to work things out and learn how the system works. TEEs (Term End Exams) are taken during the final week of the semester, December 14-19, 2009.

LABOR DAY WEEKEND: SEPTEMBER 1 – 7, 2009

Labor Day Weekend is a time of relaxation, catching up on sleep, and most of all enjoying the fact that most of the upperclassmen are on leave.You can visit your cadet if you choose. Plebes will probably be restricted to post for most of the weekend with a few walking privileges into Highland Falls.  The weather is generally beautiful and makes this a great time for a visit.

Many Plebes take a pass and come home on this long weekend. However, during their first year, the plebes only get one pass for the first semester (and one in the second semester). Sometimes additional passes can be earned, depending upon the company, but there is no guarantee of additional passes. Passes may not be allowed if there are academic or disciplinary problems.

If you plan to visit West Point, make reservations right after R-Day, otherwise you will not be able to get a room close to West Point.  Keep in mind that your cadet cannot be out of uniform at any time while in public.  There have been times in the past when Plebes, during Labor Day weekend, were allowed to visit with their parents in their motel rooms (bring a T-shirt and shorts for them to change into provided they do not leave the room.) For the most part, plan on spending your days on post.

TIP:  We cannot emphasize enough the need to make lodging reservations early.

         Expect the general practices for reservations/cancellations and guarantees for late

        arrival to be different from what you may be accustomed to in other areas. For

        special weekends, there is a two-day minimum stay, and 72 hour cancellation. Be 

        sure to ask what the policy is when you make reservations.

Upperclassmen are generally off post for Labor Day weekend so your cadet can spend time with you, whether it be visiting and relaxing in a motel room or having a picnic down at South Dock or Delafield Pond.  A deck of cards, board games, a boom box, a cell phone to call old friends, etc.,  can take their minds off of upperclassmen or academics and provide hours of quiet entertainment.  Sometimes just sitting around a motel room watching TV is enjoyable, as they have not had that privilege in two months.

Note: Hotel Thayer offers a brunch on Sundays.  Reservations are requested.  In the past, Cadets could eat for a reduced price at the Thayer brunch but verify this with the Hotel.s

TIP: If you want to have brunch with your cadet at the Thayer, we suggest you call the 

        hotel and make reservations. They will not take a reservation for a party of less 

        than ten.  However, this should not be a problem as there are many people in small

        groups waiting in line to get in. You can always find a few along the way to fill up to 

        your ten.  Without a reservation, it can be a very long wait. 

HEALTH CARE WHILE ON LEAVE

All Cadets are covered by Tri-care while at West Point or on leave.  Should they require medical attention, they or a parent should call their West Point Primary Care provider at 845-938-4004 for referral or Tri-care at 1-888-333-4522.  They should also notify their TAC immediately.  Cadets should carry this information, including TAC's phone number, with them at all times.  Rest assured, they are covered; just follow the directions.

AFTER LABOR DAY WEEKEND

From Labor Day on, things start to settle into a routine at West Point.  There will be emotional ups and downs along the way so be ready to give your support and encouragement.  Cadets' academic performance is tested frequently.  They may receive poor grades on papers, an "F" on a quiz or do poorly on a WPR (Written Partial Review).  Challenges seem like mountains to students who have never had a "C" on a paper before.  Be prepared! Phone calls can be emotional and upsetting.  This is the time to listen and encourage your cadet.  By the end of the first few weeks the cadets know what is expected of them and how to work within the system.  Everyone looks forward to weekend football games and tailgates, Thanksgiving leave, the Army/Navy Game, and Winter Break.

COLUMBUS DAY: OCTOBER 12, 2009

In the past, This has been normally a three-day weekend for the cadets since Columbus Day is a Federal holiday.  However, if it falls on a football weekend, the Cadets will be required to be on post on Saturday to attend the football game. In addition, last year classes were held on Columbus Day.

FALL TAILGATING

One of the highlights of fall is football weekends and tailgating.  We, WPPC of GC  try to have one tailgate party at West point each year for our cadets.  No date has been chosen for this year.  This may be discussed at the June Picnic.  If you decide to go on your own, football at West Point is a sight to behold.  Parades, the march on, cannons booming, cadet antics, half-time shows - the list goes on and on.  Be prepared for a fun-filled busy day.  Arrive early, set up for your tailgate (some of us have a pre-game and post-game tailgate) and then attend the game.  Generally, your site will not be disturbed during the game, but please remember to secure your area and lock your vehicle.

If you arrive on Friday night before the game, stop up at Michie Stadium and watch the JV football team.  They usually start about 4 p.m.

On the morning of each home game Parents' Clubs from around the country sponsor coffee and pastry for Parents’ Club members.  Be sure to stop by Grant Hall around 9 a.m. to meet other Parents’ Club members, enjoy a cup of coffee or juice, and pick up tickets for preferred seating to view the parade on the Plain before the game.

Sundays also feature a variety of activities at West Point: rugby matches at Buffalo Soldier Field, soccer at Clinton Field, baseball at Doubleday Field, lacrosse at Michie, etc.  Whatever the season’s sport, West Point cadets will be playing it.

THANKSGIVING LEAVE:  NOVEMBER 25 – 29, 2009

This is a great time to celebrate, to give thanks for what is possibly the first visit home for your cadet since "R-day". West Point usually operates on a condensed schedule on Wednesday and Cadets are released at the end of their last duty (after last class). Plebes are due back at 6:00 pm on Sunday. Be sure to make transportation reservations early. This leave is a Superintendent's leave. He grants this leave, and it is not charged to the cadets. 

For major holidays, West Point arranges bus transportation to major airports (Newark, LaGuardia, JFK & Stewart/Newburgh) for a fee. If your cadet is going to fly home, he/she will need to purchase a "round trip" bus ticket to travel from West Point to the airport. There will be announcements at school prior to the holidays and on Plebe-Net. Cadets must be very specific about which airport they are using, i.e., Kennedy, LaGuardia, Newark or Stewart, because they cannot buy tickets from the bus driver on the day of their departure. This holds true for all ground and air travel to and from West Point for all holidays. Sharing a taxi may be workable to Stewart in Newburgh.

There are also trains, which leave from Garrison Station, across the Hudson from West Point, which go to Grand Central Terminal in New York where the cadets can then catch connecting trains and buses to the aiports. To use this option, the cadets need to arrange to share a taxi or get a ride to and from the station. The total cost for the taxi could be over $25 one-way, so sharing is a good way to minimize the cost.

Don't be surprised if your cadet asks to have other cadets join your celebration; remember, many cadets live too far away to go home for a weekend and would be thrilled if you invited them into your home.   At home this is a great time to sit around the table and just let them talk about their experiences.  You learn a lot about the West Point experience by listening to these funny and fast-paced cadet conversations.

ARMY NAVY FOOTBALL GAME:  DECEMBER 12, 2009 PHILADELPHIA, PA

An event not to be missed!   Make your reservations early for a great weekend of college football and club fun!  On occasion, cadets are given leave after the game and can join you for a victory celebration.  Win or lose, it's a wonderful weekend.  Plan to be there!  Game time this year is 14:30 Hrs.  The march on is scheduled for 1200 Hrs, 12 Noon.

Your first year is quite busy with R-day, Acceptance Day, and Plebe Parent Weekend.  If you can not a attend this years Army Navy game it is a must to attend one over the next three years.

Navy holds a 54-49-7 advantage over Army in this oldest collegiate football rivalry in the nation. The first game was played on the Plain at West Point following a challenge by Cadet Dennis Mahan Michie in 1890. The first game of the 1924 season was played in the new Michie Stadium at West Point (Army 17 - St. Louis University 0).

GO ARMY!!! BEAT NAVY!!!

WINTER BREAK/CHRISTMAS LEAVE: DECEMBER 20, 2009- January 3, 2010

Remember that Christmas leave time is one of the busiest travel times of the year - MAKE TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS EARLY.  Your Plebe should know his TEE schedule by the middle of October. 

Term End Exams (TEE's) are finished according to class schedules.  Leave is scheduled to

begin on December 20, 2009, but your cadet will be able to leave after his or her last TEE. If your cadet needs to fly home, the safest option is to schedule a flight late in the day because it is impossible to predict each cadet's leave time until about a week before.  By then, it is too late to get reasonable tickets at the times you want.

Some Firstie’s drive home and have room for a few underclass cadets, arrange car pools if at all possible.  Winter Break brings last minute shopping for your cadet who hasn't had a minute to purchase gifts, sleeping late (for the first time in months), and eating everything in sight.

Birthday and Christmas gift suggestions for a plebe with such a limited lifestyle include the list below.  Excellent buys for some of these items are available to cadets at the Cadet Store.

1. iPod  and iTunes cards (Each Company will have its own rules about when and if a Plebe can use an iPod, so check with your cadet)

2. Camera and film or disposable cameras

3. A new watch, battery powered alarm clock, rechargeable electric razor - to replace

    the old ones from Beast

4. Silk or Polypropylene Long Underwear

5. A picture-book frame (that stands on a desk and can be opened to store many

    Photos)

6. Electric fan

7. Computer accessories and supplies: such as speakers, etc. (items not supplied as part of their standard computer issue)

8. Gift certificate for brunch at the Thayer Hotel or gift certificates for local restaurants

9. DVD’s to watch on the computer

Remember to have your son bring full dress uniform, and your daughter, dress mess, home if you and they are planning to attend the All Academy Ball over the break. 

The Joint Services Academy Ball (JSAB) is held the end of December. Each year one of the Parents Clubs host the event – our parents club WPPC of greater Cincinnati hosted the 2008 JSAB. It is a fun evening and quite spectacular with all the cadets and midshipmen in their dress uniforms. There will be more information about the 2009 JSAB in the club newsletter.

The hardest farewell often comes when your plebe returns to West Point after the first Christmas leave.  The time spent home is so much fun and the freedom feels so good. It is always tough going back. Winter is especially difficult because everything including the weather is so very gray. This is aptly referred to as, "Gloom Period."  Be prepared for about a two-week readjustment period once the academic semester starts. Cadets will have new rooms and roommates for the Spring semester.  Accountability Formation is at 6PM on Sunday, January 3, 2010.

ACADEMIC YEAR – SECOND SEMESTER: JANUARY 9 – MAY 15, 2010

After Reorganization Week (Reorgy Week) January 3 through 8,  Academic work resumes with new course assignments and expectations.  TEEs (Term End Exams) are taken during the final week of the semester, in May 
MARTIN LUTHER KING’S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND: JANUARY 15 – 18, 2010

Normally, no classes are held on Martin Luther King day.

WPPCGC BOODLE MEETING TBA

Every year usually late in January or in February the WPPC of GC has a boodle meeting.  At this meeting boodle is brought by each member to be place in a box for each local cadet at West Point.  This is a wonderful way to bring some cheer to the cadets during the "Gloom Period".  The date for this event will be in a future  WPPCGC newsletter.

PRESIDENT’S WEEKEND: FEBUARY 13 – 15, 2010

Depending on their performance, cadets may be granted leave at this time.  In any event, they have a three-day weekend, no classes on Monday.  This is one weekend to keep an eye on the weather forecast.  

PLEBE PARENT WEEKEND: MARCH 12–14, 2010

Plebe Parent Weekend has taken place in October in the past.  It was been changed to the beginning of Spring Break in March last year and will be held from March 12-14 this year.  It is an absolute must for all parents who can possibly make it.  The upperclassmen have all left for Spring break and the Plebes take over all Corps duties at West Point, and have the opportunity to show off the Academy and what their new life is like.  West Point sends out an information booklet so that you can plan your stay but it is important to make motel reservations as soon as you know you are going.

You will have the opportunity to see your son or daughter’s room, classrooms, meet their instructors and TAC officers, and get the "Grand Tour" of such places as the Superintendent's Quarters and the Uniform Factory and have the opportunity to eat in the Mess Hall.  You'll meet the parents of your cadet's friends, some of who will become your friends, too.  Tickets are required for some of these events and your cadet must order them in advance.  Thousands of people come to West Point to visit their cadets. You will never be allowed to see or visit some of these facilities again. This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience. During this weekend you will be able to purchase the West Point black winter parkas with the class year of your cadet. Many parents purchase these souvenirs for their own use, and you will notice them all around West Point in the winter months. They are similar to a Navy P-Coat, but better! The Uniform Factory Store only takes checks! Watch for more information regarding Plebe Parent Weekend on Plebe-Net, in the newsletters or you may call the Plebe Parent Mentors.

The formal banquet in Washington Hall and hop in Eisenhower on Saturday night are musts - cadets in full dress, parents in evening wear, girlfriends in formals - a night to remember.

Off Post Privileges (OPP's):.  Your Plebe will have some OPP’s on Plebe Parent Weekend.  



        OPP’s allow them to travel up to 75 miles away from West 



         Point when accompanied by an adult family member.  They 



         must report back to their Company each evening by 



        taps (they will be well aware of the time)

Remember to reserve your hotel rooms early.  There are some facilities at West Point that you will not be allowed to visit at any other time.  This is a once in a lifetime experience.

After Plebe Parent Weekend Cadets will be on Spring Leave until March 22, 2009

SPRING BREAK: MARCH 13 – 21, 2010

All four classes can now take Spring Break.  This is a chance for cadets to unwind, sleep, and refresh their batteries.  Your cadet may want to come home, visit friends' families, or spend some time where it's warm and sunny.  

Spring Break begins on Friday, March 13, 2010 (except for the Plebes who have Plebe Parent Weekend) and ends at 1800 hrs/6:00 p.m. on Monday, March 21, 2010.

AFTER SPRING BREAK

Congratulations!  Plebes are now well on their way to being mentally, physically and emotionally fit.  They have withstood the test and they can be proud.  Firsties are stressing about graduation; Cows are stressing about being Firsties; Yearlings are discussing summer assignments and your Plebe is hearing the good and bad stories about "the best summer of their lives" at Camp Buckner.  Spring is in the air and the Academy is digging out of the winter gloom.  Keep up the support and remind your cadet that the first year is almost over.  

When you look in the local paper and see an announcement that another local young man or woman will be attending one of the Academies, you suddenly realize that just a year ago you were making your plans for West Point.  Time flies!

Term End Exams (TEE) come fast and furiously.  Keep sending Boodle and mail, but don't expect to hear a lot from your cadet—there's no time for anything but studying and papers.

SECOND SEMESTER FINALS:  MAY 8 – 15, 2010

Congratulations! The cadets are now on their way to being all they can be mentally, physically and emotionally. They have withstood the test and they can be proud. The cadets may be able to take TEE leave following their last exam, but will need to be back Sunday night.

GRADUATION WEEK

All Cadets must remain at Wet Point and participate in Graduation Week events, including parades and ceremonies. 

REGOGNITION/PROMOTION CEREMONY

The Recognition Ceremony takes place on the day before Graduation.  The upperclassmen shake hands with the Plebes and recognize them by their first names for the first time.  The Plebes are allowed to do the same.  Recognition is essentially the end of Plebe Year.  The Promotion Ceremony takes place morning before the Graduation Ceremony. the Plebes are promoted to Cadet Private First Class. They now really feel a part of the Corps.  One of the biggest hurdles of the four years is over.  You will be amazed at the change in your cadet the next time you see them.  They are now human again and have returned to the same outgoing child that you dropped off on R-Day.  A feeling of accomplishment sets in as well as the permission to relax a little, all of which can be a boon to the Plebe.  They are recognized as members of the corps.

GRADUATION WEEK CULMINATES WITH GRADUATION ON MAY 22, 2010

Cadets MUST remain at West Point until after the graduation exercises have been concluded. Cadets of the Class of 2013 will probably be released between noon and 2:00 pm on May 22, 2010. 

SUMMER LEAVE

The summer is divided into three “training blocks”. Each cadet is required to participate in some sort of training during two of the three blocks. After the Firsties graduate, your cadet is released to go home unless they have training during the first summer training block (about 3 1/2 weeks).

Give your cadet plenty of space, psychologically and physically, because it's been a demanding year.  Let them catch up on sleep, friends, movies, and conversation.

Drive safely and enjoy your cadet’s first "real" leave.

THE NEXT THREE YEARS 

YEARLING YEAR (THIRD CLASS)

During summer training following Plebe Year, cadets are required to attend Cadet Field Training held at Camp Buckner on the West Point reservation (usually during the second summer training block). The cadets will report to Camp Buckner for individual, squad and platoon level tactical training. During the second part of the training, cadets will receive orientations to the various branches of the Army which are designed to assist them in making their branch selections when they are firsties. Part of this phase includes a several day trip to Fort Knox for exposure to tanks and tracked artillery.  Some years the cadets have some free time while they are at Fort Knox to have visitors. Fort Knox, which is located south of Louisville, is not a long drive. Your cadet will know closer to Buckner whether they will have enough free time for you to visit. 

Buckner, as CFT is commonly called is about attitude and focuses exclusively on soldiership tasks.  The goal is to ensure that by the beginning of the second class year, every cadet has successfully passed the military training task required for commissioning.

In CFT cadets will complete fire support, bayonet, land navigation, advance rifle marksmanship, and the confidence obstacle course and Recondo.  These task sharpen individual cadet skills in preparation for collective training at squad and platoon levels.

The cadets will also participate in another training block, usually attending Airborne or Air Assault school.

The main event is Yearling winter weekend.  This weekend occasion is planned for yearlings and their guests.  The many winter sports activities available at West Point are highlighted, along with a Saturday evening banquet and formal dance.  This event is usually scheduled for late January or early February.

COW YEAR (SECOND CLASS)

The Second Class Year includes the Second Class Detail of Cadet Basic Training or Cadet Field Training, Drill Cadet Leader Training at Army training centers, and specialty training in Air Assault, Airborne, Mountain Warfare, etc. There are individual advanced development and military leadership courses.

The Affirmation Ceremony is an event at the beginning of the academic year that marks the commitment, both spiritual and legal, to service in the military.  When a Cadet enters the classroom at the beginning of their cow (junior) year, they have accepted a commitment to the army, regardless of whether or not they graduate from the Academy.  This is the moment when a cadet should realize that he or she is embarking on a path of service in the armed forces of our nation. 

The main event is 500th Night Weekend.  This occasion marks the 500th night before graduation, which prompts a January weekend of festivities for cows.  This milestone in a Cadet’s schooling is celebrated with a Saturday night banquet, followed by a formal dance.

FIRSTIE YEAR (FIRST CLASS)

There is so much to cover, this your Cadet’s last year at West Point, the WPPC GC will give you a booklet with information you need to know for your cadet’s last year at West Point.    

THE FOURTH CLASS SYSTEM

Year classes at West Point are designated in this manner.  The Seniors (Firsties, here is that jargon again) are the First Class Cadets.  They are the leaders of the Corps.  They hold the brigade, regiment, battalion, company, and platoon leadership positions.  The Juniors (Cows) are the Second Class Cadets.  They are the squad leaders.  The Sophomores (Yearlings) are the Third Class Cadets.  They are the team leaders.  The Freshmen (Plebes) are the Fourth Class Cadets.  They are the followers, members of the squad.  The Fourth Class Cadets are dealt with in a particular manner, and this manner is called the Fourth Class System.

The purpose of the Fourth Class System is to develop leaders of character by initiating and further developing the leader training that each cadet will receive at West Point.  It is not only used to develop Plebes but is also used to develop the leadership skills of the upper class.  The upper class cadets learn some of their leadership skills during their summer experiences but mostly by administering the Fourth Class System within West Point.  It is designed to teach New Cadets to be subordinate in a system of hierarchy.  It will also teach discipline, self-control and how to operate in a highly structured environment.  The system is administered by the upper class with guidance from the staff of officers.

It is the mission of USMA to educate and train the Corps of Cadets so that each graduate shall have the attributes essential for professional growth as an officer of the Regular Army and to inspire each to a lifetime of service to the nation.  This training has as its bedrock the values of honor and consideration for others.  Cadets are challenged to develop leadership though a personal ownership of standards.  These standards include living honorably, treating others with respect and dignity and insuring individual and unit discipline, decency and propriety.  Cadets are challenged to achieve precision in formations and drill and to maintain high standards of personal appearance.  Corps cohesion is the thread that runs throughout the entire Fourth Class System.  This ensures teamwork at all levels and develops a personal pride in being a West Point Cadet.

The leader training of cadets is initiated during their Fourth Class year.  This is accomplished by providing opportunities to learn and to practice in a challenging environment and receive direct, face-to-face feedback.  During this training, the Fourth Class cadets will develop pride in being a part of the West Point and Army tradition.  They will develop a firm foundation that will promote and enhance an understanding of the military profession.  They will develop a sense of accomplishment and self-confidence that will enable them to function in a demanding environment.

The training will instill discipline and an unyielding sense of duty, unity, teamwork and class identity.  They will manage time effectively through a system of prescribed duties, which contribute to individual and unit efficiency.  They will appreciate the problems and perspectives of subordinates in a military organization and they will develop an understanding of proper senior-subordinate relationships.

The Fourth Class System will develop a sense of honor in the Fourth Class Cadet.  High ethical standards are the very soul of the Army Officer Corps and must be understood and adhered to by each officer as part of his or her way of life.

At USMA, acceptance by the cadets of the spirit of the Honor Code as an unyielding part of their daily life is the principle method of developing personal integrity.  The code pertains to all aspects of a cadet's life.  This applies to small things as well as more important ones.  The Fourth Class System addresses the issue of conduct as it relates to military decorum and performance.  Issues such as how to address officers, how to walk, what to wear, when to talk etc.  Are covered under the area of conduct.  The Fourth Class System addresses the cadet's duties and sets out the limits and restrictions that the cadet will live under.  These restrictions include where and when the Fourth Class may or may not enter certain areas, when they can have radios, the wearing of jewelry etc., etc., etc.

During the Fourth Class year, the cadets will have to learn all sorts of knowledge, starting at CBT and continuing throughout the academic year.  They will have to learn items found in the Bugle Notes, company bulletin boards, the "New York Times," athletic events and West Point facts.  They will be required to know about the monuments, statues, the Great Chain, Mac Arthur's message, badges, tabs, how long until graduation, 500th Night, how long until Army beats Navy in football and a myriad of other crucially important facts.  If you want to know something about West Point, just ask a Plebe.

One of the tasks of the Fourth Class System is to take young women and men from different cultural backgrounds and value systems and mold these values and habits at once to conform to the model necessary for a well functioning military organization.  This change is often emotionally painful.  Often the New Cadets feel that they will receive reprimands when they make mistakes only to find that even at other times they often get negative comments and warnings instead of accolades.  Part of this is to build a little humility into a group of young people, who in a large part, have not had to deal much with the lack of success.  For the first time, many of these cadets will have to deal with feelings of inadequacy.  Persons with humility know their weaknesses as well as their strengths.  The Army cannot tolerate arrogance in a leader.  Plebes will fail and will develop from their failures.  The Fourth Class System insures that sense of humility and fosters growth.

ORGANIZATION OF THE CORPS OF CADETS

The Corps of Cadets is the largest organization of cadets. It is made up of about 4000 (+ or -) cadets. When you hear people speak of "The Corps," this is what they are speaking of. This organization is commanded by the cadet First Captain (the highest ranking cadet at WP).

Within the Corps, there are 4 Regiments -- 1st Regt, 2nd Regt, 3rd Regt, and 4th Regt. Surprisingly enough, each of these organizations has about 1000 cadets. Each of the Regiments has 2 battalions. For example, 1st Regiment has both a 1st and 2nd battalion. So do the other 3 Regiments. 

Thus, there are a total of 8 battalions in the entire Corps.

Each battalion has about 500 cadets. However, the Battalion designation (1st or 2nd) does not appear in the name of any company. Confused yet?

Each of the battalions has four companies. Each company has about 125 cadets (or roughly 30 from each cadet class). 

1st battalion in each regiment has the companies A, B, C, and D. The 2nd battalion in each regiment has the companies E, F, G, and H. This Corps structure is derived from the old Civil War and Indian campaign era army, which used a similar designation.

Thus, companies A-1, B-1, C-1, and D-1 are all in the (1st Battalion of the) 1st Regiment. Because the battalion is not used in the company designation, you could leave out the part in ( ). E-1, F-1, G-1, and H-1 are all in the (2nd Battalion of the) 1st Regiment. Thus, a cadet in D-4 (nicknamed "the Dudes"), is in the 1st Battalion of the 4th Regiment. Another example: C-3 is in the (1st Battalion of the) 3rd Regiment.

The company is the most important unit of organization at WP (and in the army). Cadets will do most things at WP with other members of his company. A practical way to look at this is that when the entire Corps is formed by company for parade on the plain, and you are looking at it from the stands, A-1 will be on your extreme left, and H-4 will be on your extreme right. This means A-1 will pass in review first, and H-4 will be the last company to pass in review.

WHERE DID THOSE NAMES COME FROM??

PLEBES…YEARLINGS…COWS…FIRSTIES…

These are the names which are used at West Point to denote Freshman, Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors. Alternatively they are 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th year students. 

PLEBE

Taken from ancient times, members of the lower class were referred to as plebeians. The word Plebe is just a truncated form of plebeian. Also known as fourth classmen, in their first year as cadets.

YEARLING 
This term is the same as that used in referring to horses which are over one year old. Sometimes it is abbreviated as "Yuk." Also known as third classmen, in their second year as cadets.

COW

The only term which seems to puzzle most folks (and rightly so) is the term COW. One of the stories related to this term had to do with summer activities years ago. In cadet folklore it is related that after their 3rd class year, the new 2nd classmen took a trip, or performed some activity which included much eating, and not much physical activity. Hence, after completing the first two rigorous years of the program at the academy, these cadets had a tendency to put on weight during that third summer. Upon return to the academy most had gained weight - and when the yearlings spoke of the new second classmen they would warn the plebes..."Just wait till the COWS come home!" I don't know how true this vignette is, nor do I know where I heard it first, but at least it makes a good story!!!

There is nothing "official" about the above information, and you'll probably get as many different stories as you get responses.

Another popular explanation for the "Cow" nickname dates back to GEN MacArthur's reign as the Superintendent. In those days, cadets were restricted to post for their first two years. Further, automobiles and airplanes were not very common then either. Consequently, when the new cows returned from their first summer leave, they would ordinarily return by train. As it just so happens, the train station here is located at the bottom of an extremely steep hill. To make a long story short, apparently one summer General MacArthur was standing at the top of the hill when a trainload of returning 2nd class cadets arrived. The General observed their labored ascent up the hill carrying their baggage and is reported to have turned to his aide de camp and remarked "My God, they look more like a herd of cows coming up that hill than they do a group of West Point cadets;" or words to that effect. At any rate, the General's aide repeated the story to several of the staff and faculty and the name was quickly adopted.

Another Cow version…The old Corps encamped on the plain each summer. The plebes, of course, had just arrived. The yearlings just finished their first year of academics. The new Firsties had just finished their third year of academics. And the Graduates had just left on graduation leave. Those cadets who had just finished two years of academics were allowed to go on leave for the FIRST time. Nobody got to go home at Christmas. Nobody got Spring leave. The first time a cadet left West Point on leave after R day was after his yearling year. When the Second Classmen came back from visiting their families for the first time in two years they usually congregated in New York City to catch the steamboat up the river (there were no trains yet). Thus they arrived back at South dock together. As they climbed up to the level of the plain together they looked like that familiar sight of cows coming home at the end of a day to be milked. (Most cadets 150 years ago were familiar with the typical behavior of dairy herds). When the Yearlings and Firsties saw their long absent friends, they rushed across the plain to greet them. The greetings were jubilant. Many backs were slapped. Over the years Cadets tried to outdo prior classes. The backslapping became very vigorous. Many Cadets ended up in the Hospital. The Supe had a problem and finally was able to curb the enthusiasm of the greetings. However, the name Cow stuck.

FIRSTIE

Shortened from the term First Classman. Firsties are in their final year at West Point.

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW (that the Academy doesn't tell you) 

THINGS THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN DONE YESTERDAY

· Make sure that all of your paperwork has been sent to West Point and that you have copies of everything that was mailed - paperwork does get lost.

· Convince your cadet to get up early and RUN, RUN, RUN (they can always go back to bed after their run.) This will soon be a way of life and the transition is a little easier if they make a little sacrifice now.

· Purchase items that are needed for “R” day.

· Small duffel/travel bag.  Don’t forget to label it with your cadet’s name on the inside of the bag.

· Black shoes with laces.  Start wearing these around the house now so they will be well broken in.  It is also a good idea to practice polishing them - one less thing to learn at West Point.

· Razor - electric or battery operated.

· Emery boards to remove lacquer from badgers

· Sturdy, inexpensive watch.

· Alarm clock, battery operated.

· Small penlight flashlight with extra batteries.

· Nail polish remover (small bottle) - to remove lacquer finish from brass.

· Soft, lint-free cloth for shining shoes.

· Supply of stamped envelopes with a piece of stationery inside of each and a supply of self-addressed (to you) postage-paid postcards for quick notes home.

· Sports bras (females)

· Make your hotel/motel reservations if you plan to stay over.

· Set up a checking account with one parent as a co-signer.  Most banks offer special student packages with ATM cards, credit cards and a checking account.  You may want to look into this.  Many parents have been thankful on several occasions to have a “linked” account so that getting money to their cadet was as simple as dropping by an ATM and punching a few buttons to transfer funds immediately into his or her account.

· Convince your cadet to RUN, RUN, RUN and then RUN some more.

· On a card small enough to fit into their wallet, write down important phone numbers and addresses.  Slip it into their wallet.

· Get a telephone credit card or ‘800’ home phone number and have your cadet memorize the number.
TRANSPORTATION

If you drive, the cost of transportation to West Point for your cadet on R-Day will be reimbursed by USMA, save your receipts and be sure to record your mileage.  Your cadet must submit forms for reimbursement and they will need this information. In the alternative, the travel agency at West Point will make a paid plane flight reservation for your cadet. You can request the same flight that you are on. 

Some car rental agencies will rent to cadets under 21 years of age for an additional insurance cost.  Look into this if needed but please remember - cadets are often exhausted at the end of the week and driving 10 hours may not be a good idea.  Additionally, your cadet will need transportation from West Point to the car rental agency.  This solution has worked well for some parents but the cost sometimes outweighs the benefit.

TIP:  Remind your cadet to always have his or her TAC Officer's phone number

         with them so they can call in the case of a delayed return.

Plebes have little free time so it is often easier for parents to make flight reservations if they are

necessary. Allow at least two hours for travel between West Point and Kennedy, LaGuardia, or Newark airports. Tickets from travel agents cost the same as from the airlines, so we recommend that you get acquainted with a good, efficient travel agent to help you through the next four years.

TELEPHONE

It will be about a week before your cadet will be allowed to call home. The first call home

is usually filled with emotions and is sometimes a real "downer." This is normal! The

cadets have had it with standing in lines, learning Plebe Knowledge, getting haircuts,

testing, the whole thing! It may be the worst experience of their lives at this point. After

the first call it may be several weeks before your new cadet will be able to call again.

TIP: Allow them to do all the talking they want. Often times this is all they need to do – 

        Talk about how things are - in order to get the frustration and homesickness off 

         their chests.

        Acknowledge their frustration and be supportive. Parents also need support. This is

        a hard summer for you also! Please feel free to call members of the Parents Club.

        We have been there and know what you are going through - unlike those who are 

        not experiencing a child going to the Military Academy. Someone helped us 

        through our Beast Summer and we would like to pass on the favor.

Encouragement and support is what the new cadets need most from you. Do not be discouraged if another parent tells you they have heard from their plebe and you haven't. Assignments and free times differ greatly. Be positive and be a good listener.

A telephone calling card will cost less than collect calls.  However, usually the Cadre (the older Cadets) loan their cell phones to the new cadets. Phone conversations will be very important to you and your cadet.  Let them know when you will be at home, a letter that tells them when you will be home all afternoon or evening is helpful.  Make every effort to keep phone lines open and be there for the calls.  With so little free time, it is very disheartening to get a busy signal when a Plebe needs a lift from Mom or Dad.  Call waiting is a good feature to add to your phone service at this time, as is an answering machine or voice mail for those times when you just cannot be there.

Keep a pencil and note pad handy to write down questions you will have and to jot down things you will want to share with the rest of the family.  You may want to learn to use your answering machine to record your cadets calls to share with the family.  You will be surprised when your cadet tells you that they are really interested in what you had for dinner last night - they really do miss you and home.  

Once the academic year begins, your cadet will have a portable phone in his/her room with unlimited long distance calling. Personal phones in the barracks were installed in the fall of 1998,  and the portable phones were issued in the fall of 2008 making communication with your cadet much easier than it had been in the past. Telephone service is provided as part of a package of electronic services. West Point charges cadets a nominal monthly fee for the package that includes phone service, Internet access and cable T.V. service to their computers. Cell phones will also be permitted after Acceptance Day.

MAIL

Keep them coming - especially plebe year! Funny, encouraging, upbeat greeting cards are a good idea anytime. During Beast, be sure to use plain white envelopes rather than the colored ones or ones with drawings or words on them. MAKE SURE your mail is addressed to "New Cadet <last name only>" during Beast. Emphasize taking each day one at a time.  Urge them not to take the harassment personally and tell them to maintain a sense of humor.  Enclose a simple cartoon from the newspaper or sports scores, something they are interested in.

Mail call with no mail is very discouraging.  Try and send as many letters and cards as possible during beast and the first year.  

It is a good idea to pick up pre-stamped post cards from the post office and write your own address on the front.  Your cadet can write a quick message letting you know that they are still hanging in there and simply drop the card into the mailbox.

Make sure everyone (friends, family, everyone) follows these guidelines to save your cadet any grief as a result of mail. A good rule of thumb - white stationery and a stamp that has a U.S. flag on it. Stay away from colors and heart or flowers on stamps. Your cadet is trying to blend in. Keep the letters positive and encourage your cadet to think in positive terms. Emphasize taking each day one at a time. Urge them not to take the harassment personally and tell them to maintain a sense of humor. Get some address labels or an address stamp made for your cadet and send some pre-addressed and stamped envelopes with your address for ease of mailing. At the end of this section is a sample humorous letter sent to a plebe during beast. You might want to copy this and send it to your cadet to see the responses you will get!

Do not expect too many letters. Plebes will be ordered to write the first one (it's required) and after that they are toooooo busy. They are assigned Post Office boxes, but checking and finding "air" (no mail) is very discouraging. Try to send as many letters and, after Acceptance Day, as much candy, cookies, snacks, etc. as humanly possible throughout the first academic year.

ADDRESSES:  MAIL AND PACKAGES

Your Cadet’s PO Box number remains the same all four years. 

DURING BEAST: make sure to address all mail to “New Cadet (last name only)”.

When mailing via US Postal Service, address the letter or package as follows:

New Cadet (last name only)

CBT Co. X

P.O. Box  xxxx

West Point, NY 10997-xxxx

When sending via UPS or Federal Express, address the package as follows:

New Cadet (last name only)

CBT Co. X

P.O. Box  xxxx

745 Brewerton Rd.

West Point, NY 10997-xxxx

BOODLE (CARE PACKAGES FROM HOME)

DO NOT SEND BOODLE DURING BEAST and do not send boodle until told by your cadet when he or she is allowed to receive it, (they will tell you), usually after Reorgy week and Acceptance Day.  If you must send a package during CBT, please confine the contents to necessities like contact lenses, etc.; "goodies" received during CBT will be surrendered to and consumed by the cadre.

TIP:  Even a single stick of chewing gum in a letter during Beast can cause  

         extreme anguish with disciplinary actions.

Send the first boodle (all their favorite goodies with some nutritional food thrown in) in an airtight container (unless, on R Day in Eisenhower Hall, you ordered a “First Boodle” to be delivered to your Cadet in which case the appropriate plastic “boodle storage box” will be included).  Rubbermaid makes some great boodle boxes - from shoe box size up to very small suitcase size but ask your cadet what size to get!! The first boodle box is important, as this is what your cadet will store future boodle in. If you are able to be at West Point for the Acceptance Day weekend, you may want to make a boodle run to one of the stores in Highland Falls or to the Post Exchange and Commissary.

Include newspaper articles of interest to your cadet, cartoons, pictures, and of course boodle - homemade cookies are a big hit at West Point, powdered drink mixes, candy, their favorite junk food, small cans of tuna or chicken, peanut butter, jelly, crackers, etc.  Dinner is an optional meal on some evenings for Plebes, so on occasion, when studying for a WPR is more important than dinner, whatever is in the boodle box becomes dinner.

Send small but frequent packages rather than large ones because space is limited.  Send them US Postal Service, UPS, or Federal Express.  Shipping times and rates vary, so check with the different carriers in your area for more information.  Generally, packages are delivered to the cadet's mailbox.  Shipping times and rates vary, so check with the different services in your area for more information. 

When mailing via US Postal Service, simply address the package to your Cadet’s PO Box:

Cadet XXXX

P.O. Box  xxxx

West Point, NY 10997-xxxx

When sending via UPS or Federal Express, address the package as follows:

Cadet XXXX

P.O. Box  xxxx

745 Brewerton Rd.

West Point, NY 10997-xxxx

CADET FINANCES

Monthly paychecks will be deposited directly to your cadet's bank account.  Any bounced check will cause extreme anguish so remind your cadet to be very careful with check writing.  They don't have much money in their accounts so a little extra money for snacks and the rare trip away from the post will be appreciated.  

While at Camp Buckner your cadet does not have access to an ATM machine to get cash so a few dollars (one dollar bills for the soda machine) tucked into a card or letter each week is very helpful and well appreciated.

The Pentagon Federal Credit Union operates a branch in the cadet area plus a branch just outside Thayer Gate, both of which offer a full range of financial services including ATMs. This may be more convenient than a hometown account or as an account that enables you to electronically transfer funds between the Pentagon Federal account and the hometown account. 

VISITS TO WEST POINT

Always make reservations as early as possible when planning an overnight visit to West Point.  Most of the Plebes prefer to have parents stay at a motel off post within walking limits so they can get away and have a chance to relax.  During the fall, if there is a home football game, some local motels require a two-night stay.  Be sure to check with the motel about this and don't forget to get and write down your reservation number. 

TRAVEL TO WEST POINT

BUS INFORMATION

When your cadet travels, more than likely he will take a bus to the airport and back again. The schedules for these buses are linked off the Parent-Forum resource page at

http://www.west-point.org/parent/parent-forum/bus.html
DRIVING DIRECTIONS FROM THE AIRPORTS TO WEST POINT

FROM NEWARK AIRPORT

There are three routes. The first one is direct but may get into some traffic. The second is slightly longer but is easier and there are no trucks. The third is the longest but has lower tolls and uses less hectic traffic routes.
Route A

A-1. Exit Newark Airport and take RT. 95 and New Jersey Turnpike north. (Rt. 95 and the Turnpike are the same)

A-2. The Turnpike will end and you will pay your toll, about $1.20. Follow Rt. 95 north from the Toll booth.

A-3. Proceed about 4 mi. north on Rt. 95 from the toll booth. At this point there will be a green tinted glass building with "AGFA" in orange letters on the right. Here the highway divides into Express and Local lanes. Get into the Local lanes which are on the right.

A-4. Follow the Local lanes of Rt. 95 North until you come to a big arched overpass that crosses overhead. Try to be in the far left lane of the local lanes as you approach the arch. Do not enter the HOV diamond lane which originates in this area to the left of the lane that you want to be in.

A-5. Under the arch is a sign pointing to the Palisades Parkway. Follow this lane, which exits Rt. 95 North going up and off to the left. When you come to a stop light, make a 90 degree left turn.

A-6. You are now be in city traffic. Proceed 2-3 blocks past a Kentucky Fried Chicken and the Red Oak Diner until you come to a gas station on your right. Just past the gas station on your right is the entrance to the Palisades Parkway (North) which is poorly marked with a small sign on the side of the road.

A-7. You will be on the Palisades Parkway (not a toll road) for about 45 minutes. Go with the traffic but be alert for occasional speed traps. Speed limit is initially 50 mph, then gets up to 55. Try to use the left lane - the right lane has slow moving cars entering the parkway.
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A-8. Follow any sign that says Bear Mountain (Rt. 6E). At the end of the Palisades Parkway is the Bear Mountain traffic circle.

A-9. Go 3/4 of the way around the traffic circle and exit at 9W North to West Point. Observe all speed limit signs on 9W.

A-10. Stay on 9W until you get to a sign for West Point on your right. Exit from 9W and get on 218.

A-11. Follow 218 into Highland Falls and go past the Grand Union, McDonald's and right up to the main (Thayer) Gate. Observe speed limit.

Return (Southbound) directions

RA-1. Retrace the directions above, except when you are southbound on 9W from Highland Falls, you will only do 1/4 of the Bear Mtn Traffic Circle to the right (you can take the traffic circle bypass to Rte. 6 and Palisades Parkway just before you get to the traffic circle).

RA-2. Follow the Palisades Parkway south to Ft. Lee and I-95.

RA-3. As you near the end of the Parkway (where you entered it on the Northbound trip), there will be a (Sunoco?) gas station on the right. Get in the **left** lane immediately if you haven't already done so as the left lane exits to I-95 West and the NJ Turnpike (where you want to go!). (The right lanes will put you on the George Washington Bridge!)

RA-4. Follow the signs for I-95 and the NJ Turnpike back to Newark.

RA-5. Get off at exit 14 and follow the signs to Newark Airport.

Route B

B-1. Take Interstate 78 West to Garden Sate Parkway North (approximately 8 miles). Pay 35 cent toll at mile market 143.

B-2. Pay three additional 35 cent tolls at mile markers 150, 160, and 166.

B-3. Go 8 miles to Exit 14-1. Take Interstate 287 toward the Tappan Zee Bridge (East).

B-4. Go 3 miles to Exit 13N. Take Palisades Interstate Parkway North.

B-5. Go 16 miles and stay in right lane toward Route 6 East toward Bear Mt. Bridge.

B-6. Go 3 miles to third exit on circle. Take 9W North.

B-7. Go 3 miles to exit for 218 toward West Point.

B-8. Go 1 mile and bear right toward West Point.

B-9. Go 1 mile to enter West Point at Thayer Gate.

Route C

C. This route is for you, if you are not partial to the traffic in and around the NYC area. This is another way to get to WP that only involves a 50 cent toll (one way) and is a scenic drive to boot!

From the airport, take I-78 West past the Parkway to Route 24 West. On 24, take the exit for I-287 North. That will turn into the NY State Thruway at the state line. Take the Harriman exit (50 cents) and follow the signs to WP. Until you get off the Thruway, it is all interstate-type driving. Once you get out of the airport, the drive is about an hour and a half. Traveling in NJ rush hours is NOT recommended!

. FROM JFK TO LaGUARDIA

 (LaGuardia is about 10 miles north of JFK, on the way to West Point from JFK). Take the Van Wyck Expressway (I-678) north then the Grand Central Parkway west following signs to La Guardia Airport. Distance is about 10 miles.

FROM LaGUARDIA

1/ Take the Grand Central Parkway toward Manhattan and the Triboro Bridge, about 5 miles.

2/ Pay the $2.75 toll, follow signs for the Major Deagan Expressway (I-87) and take it, about 3 miles.

3/ Follow signs to the Tappan Zee Bridge.

4/ As soon as getting off the bridge, follow signs for and take the Palisades Parkway North, about 35 miles. Stay in the right lane after 30 miles and follow signs for the Bear Mountain Bridge.

5/ At the Bear Mountain Traffic Circle, make a 270 degree sweep and take 9W north for about 3 miles.

6/ Follow signs to West Point.

STEWART AND WHITE PLAINS AIRPORTS

Factors to evaluate for "other" airports like Stewart and White Plains:

The apparent proximity to West Point makes Stewart seem to be a good alternative. For many situations, it can be. Frequency of service can be a problem, especially if the next flight is after your cadet's deadline for return. . . not a good thing! Higher prices for tickets should also be considered when examining this as an alternative. On the plus side, a 30-minute drive from West Point is certainly attractive, even if a taxi must be used.

White Plains Airport is a good alternative in limited circumstances. The travel time is about 45 minutes, compared with over an hour for Newark. The "frequency of flight" issues are the same as for Stewart and connection to West Point via public transportation is difficult. A combination of taxi, train, and ferry must be used. Because of the low volume of use, special buses for cadets are never available to White Plains.

Of course, the above comments are generalizations and you should evaluate the options with your travel agent and make an informed decision based on your own circumstances.

To speed your investigation, the following carriers provide service to Stewart:

Delta 800-221-1212

Jet Blue 800-538-2583

US Airways express 800-428-4322

Northwest Airlines 800-225-2525

GETTING BETWEEN AIRPORTS

There is a New York-New Jersey web page which lists how to move between all three big airports, with pricing info and phone numbers.  This information can be found on http://www.panynj.gov/ .

DRIVING DIRECTIONS FROM WEST POINT TO CAMP BUCKNER

Camp Buckner is located about five miles southwest of West Point on the eastern shore of Lake Popolopen.

A. From Michie Stadium:

0.0 Mills Rd. down the hill toward Eisenhower Hall

0.5 Left at "T" on Washington Rd

1.8 Left at Washington Gate onto 293

2.9 Bear Right onto 293 at 9W - 293 fork

6.9 Right at Blinking Yellow Light into Camp Buckner

7.4 Straight into Parking Lot - it has 50 spaces and more parking is available along the side of the road.

B. From Bear Mt. Bridge:

0.0 "Straight" across at the circle toward the Palisades Pkwy

3.0 Right exit onto 6 West

6.0 Right exit onto 293 toward West Point
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8.9 Left at Blinking Yellow Light into Camp Buckner

C. From Palisades Parkway:

0.0 North to left exit for 6 West

3.0 Right exit onto 293 toward West Point

5.9 Left at Blinking Yellow Light into Camp Buckner

D. From Rte 17:

0.0 Exit 130A "Bear Mountain"

3.3 Left exit onto 293 toward West Point

6.2 Left at Blinking Yellow Light into Camp Buckner

E. From NYS Thruway:

0.0 Rte 17 exit, take 9 toward "Bear Mountain"

4.3 Left exit onto 293 toward West Point

6.2 Left at Blinking Yellow Light into Camp Buckner

WEST POINT MAP

The Visitor's Center and the Military Police at the Main Gate have very good maps to help you get around the campus and close by area of West Point. A book map of Orange County, available at some local stores, shows the entire West Point Military Reservation including Lake Frederick, Round Pond and Camp Buckner. 

TRAINS & FERRIES FROM NEW YORK CITY TO WEST POINT

At Grand Central Station take the Metro North train to Garrison, NY, which is located across the river from West Point. Your cadet can either take the ferry across the Hudson from Garrison to South Dock (spring and early fall) or can call a taxi from Highland Falls for the trip to West Point (see ferry and taxi info on following page). The total trip should take about three hours assuming average connections.

A one-way ticket for the train is $15.00 (peak) and $11.25 (off peak). The telephone number for Grand Central Information is (212) 532-4900 or you can call 1-800-MetroInfo. The schedules can be checked on the internet at: http://www.mta.nyc.ny.us/mnr/html/planning/schedules/hudsched.htm or on the West Point website: www.usma.edu under “Visiting West Point”.
It is very dark at the train stations at night, and it is not recommended that anyone be left there alone. However there are nearly always other Cadets arriving on the same train who all want to share a taxi. 

WEST POINT FERRY

The ferry between West Point and the train station at Garrison runs during the "season" (it usually begins running in early April and ends in October; it does not run during Winter months). Cost is 25 cents one way. Schedules coordinate with train arrivals and departures. Additional information is available by calling (914)938-3011. The Ferry Service runs from 1200 to 1930 on Fridays and Saturdays and 1100 to 1830 on Sundays. Boats depart on the hour and half hour from West Point and on the quarter hours from Garrison. The service appears to be expanded somewhat on the third weekend of May.  The schedule can change, but Cadets have access to the schedule on the Cadet home page of the West Point internal web. This ferry is only for West Point cadets, however, civilians (parents) can ride the ferry if accompanied by a cadet.

TAXIS

The cab fare from the Garrison Train Station (across the river) to West Point is about $20 depending on how many cadets are in the taxi.

Highland Falls taxis ~

Bosch’s Taxi – 914-446-4588 (office hours to request svcs are 8AM-2:30PM)

Superior Taxi Service – 914-446-1000 (They close at 6PM)

Academy Taxi – 845-466-8294

Newburgh taxis ~

Bob’s Taxi – 561-8330

J-Ris Taxi II – 561-3160

Orange Express Taxi – 561-5000

Tony’s Taxi – 562-7444

Victor’s Taxi – 565-6123

Estimated cost from West Point to Newburgh is $25.00

SECURITY

Because of the threat of terrorism, security at West Point and all military installations has been

heightened. Security measures can change depending upon the threat level, so be flexible with your plans when visiting West Point. Generally, drivers and every occupant (age 16 and over)  of vehicles without DOD (Department of Defense) are required to show a picture ID, and a search is made of the vehicle. Persons with DOD stickers are required to show a military ID, and their vehicle is subject to random search. Before big weekends such as Plebe Parent Weekend and home football weekends, there may be information about the security procedures.
CADET SLANG

Cadets, like many young people, have their own language. Many of the terms used on this page are those used by cadets, sometimes referred to as Cadet Slang. Unlike teenager's slang which seems to change with generations, many of the Cadet Slang terms have been around for years but are still somewhat unique so it was felt that a Glossary of Terms should be provided for those not familiar with the Cadet "language".

Ate up - as in "He's ate up but a good guy." "Ate up" means not a sharp cadet.

Bone - to study; to strive for something.

Boodlers - the Cadet boodle store.

Bugle Notes - 'Cadet Bible' - book with historical and required knowledge, issued to 4th class cadets.

Butt - The remains of anything as in the butt of a month or there are 171 and a butt days until graduation.

Cadet Classes:

First Classmen -- Firsties, Seniors 

Second Classmen -- Cows, Juniors 

Third Classmen--Yearlings, Yuks, Sophomores.

Fourth Classmen -- Plebes, Freshmen

CBT - Cadet Basic Training (Formerly called Beast Barracks)

Civies - Civilian Clothes

Class Godson - The first son born after graduation to a member of the class.

Goat(s) - The cadets who stand in the lower part of their class academically. The cadet standing academically last in his class is referred to as the Class Goat.

Cold - Absolutely without error, as, "a cold max."

Com -The Commandant of Cadets

D - D is slang for Deficient and normally refers to being deficient or not passing in Academics.

Drag - A young lady whom a cadet is escorting.

Elephant - One who can't dance. A cadet taking dancing lessons.

Fatigue Tour - One hour of punishment.

Hives - Cadets who stand in the upper 5 % of their class academically. May also be referred to as Engineers since those in this category used to choose the Engineer Corps as their branch of service following graduation.

Hop - Cadet Dance

Max - A complete success; a maximum. To make a perfect grade in an academic class or recitation.

Minutes – Announcement by a plebe of time remaining before a formation.

Missouri National - A tune supposed to bring rain, normally sung before parades in the hope that they will be canceled.

New Cadet - A cadet not yet officially accepted as a member of the Corps (i.e., during CBT).

OAO - A cadet's One And Only, the steady, the fiancee.

OC -- Officer in Charge - A Commissioned Officer from the Department of Tactics serving as the Officer of the Day (OD).

ODIN - Norse god of war that cadets pray to for rain to bring cancellation of parades.

P - An academic instructor or Professor.

P-RADE - A parade

P.D.A. - Public Display of Affection

P.M.I. - Afternoon or evening (p.m. room inspection). A condition of the room during which closet doors and dresser drawers may be closed.

Poop - Information to be memorized.

Poop Deck - The balcony in the dining hall from which the orders are published (read to the Corps).

Pro - Pro is slang for Proficient and normally refers to being Proficient or passing in Academics. May also be used to refer to a cadet's date as being good looking.

Recognize - To place a fourth classman on a first-name basis with an upperclass cadet.

Sally port - The arched entrances into the Barracks areas.

Slug - A special punishment for a serious offense. Results in loss of privileges, special fatigue duty, confinement to room during off duty hours, and may result in walking punishment tours.

***In recent years, it has also been used to define a lazy cadet, one out of shape, one not pulling his load, and one not doing his duty.

Spec (speck) - To memorize verbatim, as: "to spec blind."

Spoon Up - To put in order, to clean up.

Spoony - Neat in personal appearance.

Storm - A disordered condition. (Said of things.) A nervous haste. (Said of persons.)

Supe - The Superintendent of the Military Academy.

TAC - A Company Tactical Officer, the Officer assigned to supervise and guide the four classes in a Cadet Company. Cadets often nickname their TACs, unbeknownst to the TACs. Some of the nicknames have been: "Ace" for the TAC whose initials were A.S.C.; "the Wedge" because the wedge is the simplest tool known to mankind: "Spoony"because the TAC was always immaculate in his uniform; and "The Shadow" because he always knew what the cadets were doing even though they never saw him. Another was nicknamed "The Tapper" because he wore a metal tap plate on one shoe. When the cadets heard the 'tap sound', they thought he was walking normally up the stairs when in reality, he was walking up twice as fast since the 'tap sound' only echoed on every other stair.

TEE - Term end exams

Turnback – A cadet dismissed from an earlier class and then readmitted for graduation with a subsequent class.

Walrus - Anyone who can't swim. Also known as Rocks.

Wife - Used to refer to a cadet's roommate(s). Don't know what is used today with the admittance of female cadets.

WPPWE- West Point Professional Writing Examination. During Cow (Junior ) year cadets must take English class, EN302. This is a class in compositional writing. The WPPWE is administered during this course and all cadets are required to pass it.

WPR - A Written Partial Review similar to a mid-term exam in civilian schools.

WGR - A Written General Review similar to a final exam in civilian schools. Now called TEE for Term End Exam.

Writ - A written examination

OTHER TIPS, INFORMATION, AND ADVICE

“I WANT TO QUIT” PHONE CALL

Be prepared for at least one letter or phone call telling you that your cadet wants to quit.  This may happen at a particularly stressful time, after your cadet has had contact with a friend at another college telling him or her about all the free time and parties, or most frequently, after contact with an unfeeling upperclassman.

When the problem arises, you may need to remind your son or daughter (and yourself) of the advantages he/she has now and will have in the future: 

• Acquiring the discipline to follow orders.

• Having the responsibility and privilege of leading soldiers.

• Experiencing the challenge of an unparalleled academic schedule.

• Having a student-teacher ratio that is unequaled in any other college.

• Using incredible athletic facilities and participating in a variety of sports.

• Traveling to places around the country and around the world.

• Getting paid while going to school.

• Having clothes provided with no worries about what to wear.

Be sympathetic and flexible.  Listen to them and remember the incredible pressure they are under.  Get your cadet to give it one more day… one more week… Quitting is a serious decision; there is no second chance.  Remind them that "this too shall pass" and tomorrow will be different from today. Also be supportive of you cadet after the Thanksgiving visit when they have matured and maybe their friends haven’t.  They find this very confusing and may need to talk.

Keep in mind at all times that plebe year is a very stressful time, but there are times set aside for fun and parties. It is amazing to see a plebe who literally hates West Point but who decides to stick it out for a while, become a major leader and defender of the system. But also remember that West Point is not for everyone. Your plebe may not be the type to succeed there. If you sense problems, talk with other parents; you may find others with similar problems who have found something that helped them. West Point chaplains are a resource that may also be of help.

GET CONNECTED

Get Connected!

E-MAIL YOUR CADET

STAY INFORMED THROUGH THE "PARENT-FORUM" EMAIL LISTSERVE

ASK QUESTIONS, GET ANSWERS FROM WEB SITES

CADET E-MAIL

USMA will assign your cadet an e-mail account. It may be your primary means of communication with your cadet, so if you do not currently have an Internet Service Provider (ISP) or access to e-mail, you may want to consider it. E-mail and AOL Instant Messaging (see next page) are the easiest ways to hear anything from your very busy cadet. 

JOIN NOW!

Receive official updated material from USMA by email. Join the USMA Listserver. Go to USMA’s Homepage at: www.usma.army.mil. Click “News”. Click “WPPC & USMA News Mailing Lists”. Click “USMA-NEWS”. Click “Join or leave the list”. Fill the blanks with your information. In “Select a list” be sure USMA-News US MILITARY Academy News is selected. Click “Join the list”.

WEST-POINT.ORG

West-Point.Org is the organization under which everything else exists. As a parent of a cadet, you have access to a special "Parent-'Net" called the Parent Forum on WP-ORG.  The electronic forum is a private listserv for USMA parents and grads (but it does NOT include cadets).  The moderators communicate informative and timely information that you will otherwise be in the dark about (updated schedules, news, etc.) because your cadet is too busy to communicate with you or does not know (through no fault of their own). A question and answer dialogue is also available. Parents of plebes can join "Plebe-Net" which is for parents of plebes, surprise! Moderators also oversee this site. It can be a life saver during Beast Barracks! There is so much timely information and sharing of worries, etc.  They manage A LOT -- for example, over 100 lists/forums (including our three), all the personal home pages for Grads, and the Job Bank. Last I heard, there are over 16,000 e-mail addresses within its system -- probably more now. The bulk of the work is done by volunteers, with the organization currently having only one paid employee. The organization was founded by Ditus Bolanos '90. It is impressive! West-Point.Org is financially supported by donations from its members. There are two fund drives a year. The next one will be this Fall. Home Page: http://www.west-point.org/
WPP-NET

http://www.west-point.org/parent/wpp-net/
BOOKMARK THIS SITE! This site is strictly to provide loads of useful information and is constantly updated. Here you can find the upcoming bus schedules to the airports, the correct way to address mail, boodle companies etc etc. 

PARENT-FORUM

Parent-Forum is a chatty list. This is where you are supposed to be asking most of your questions. We do remind you to be careful about what you say, however. This is an open list. There are Parents, Active Duty personnel, Retired personnel, Grads, and Civilian USMA personnel within the membership. This enhances the ability to share information. Do not say "My Cadet said...." In fact, try not to say MY CADET at all. You are not anonymous. Your full name and the class year of your Cadet will automatically appear with your post. So please word your questions and answers as generally as you can. A digest list is also available. If you HAVE web access, you may subscribe to the Parent Forum by going to: http://www.west-point. org/parent/parent-forum/.  On the left side of the screen, click "Subscribe Now" and complete the required information. Click on "submit" and you will be enrolled!  Home Page: http://www.west-point.org/parent/parent-forum/

PLEBE-NET

Plebe-Net is a closed list for the exclusive benefit of the Plebe parents. It also is a much smaller list, and membership is very restricted. This is where Parents who are new to the military and West Point can learn without being so apt to create problems for their children. We encourage all new Plebe Parents to ask most of their questions here. A digest list is also available. To join Plebe-Net go to: http://www.west-point.org/parent/plebe-net/. On the left side of the screen, click "Subscribe Now" and complete the required information. Click on "submit" and you will be enrolled!  Home-Page: http://www.west-point.org/parent/plebe-net/
GRAY-MATTER

Gray-Matter seeks to keep you informed of recent events at West Point in a brief, weekly e-mail newsletter written by local journalist talent. Subjects covered are wide-ranging but always focused on the interests of cadet and Association members. Anyone can receive Gray Matter by sending a message to: join-gray-matter@mail.aogusma.org

OTHER SITES FOR INFORMATION

Directorate of Cadet Activities has links to the Cadet Store, restaurants on Post, Eisenhower Hall Theatre, Cadet clubs and much more. http://www.usma.edu/uscc/dca/prog/programs.htm

AOL INSTANT MESSENGER

As fast as Email is, the Internet also provides more immediate communication channels through personal chat programs. The easiest to use is the AOL Instant Messenger Program (http://www.aol.com/aim). This is freeware and available to anyone on line, not just AOL subscribers. This software allows you to have a 1 on 1 chat with someone, or allows you to create your own chatroom from your "buddy list". Those online at the same time and also logged into instant messenger can "chat". (This happens automatically when you both sign in.) You can easily put together buddy lists based on the email addresses of people you know. The cadets automatically launch the program when they start their computers and since they are always logged into the West Point network that is always connected to the internet, they usually come up on the buddy list. If they are not on their computers but logged in, the program will show that the buddy is inactive and for how long.

The cadet's free time is limited so do not expect long "conversations" and be understanding if they are too busy. They can leave a message to let you know they are too busy to "talk". But, it can be a wonderful way to touch base and also can be a good outlet for the cadet to tell of good things happening or to "vent" if they have had a bad day.

This is the best NO COST way to communicate with your cadet. Since cadets are almost always signed in, it is easy to drop a quick note to say hello. If the cadet is very busy, he/she may just leave a message or sign off so as not to be disturbed.

A/C, A/D, B and F WEEKENDS

A/C, A/D, B and F weekends refer to the kinds of Weekends in the cadet academic year schedule.  The following explanation is from an academy regulation.

 

Alpha (A) Saturdays are those during which all cadets, except those participating in corps squad and selected club competitions at or away from West Point, are expected to be in attendance for events scheduled on Saturday morning by the Commandant (A/C) and the Dean (A/D).  Operating rules for A/D include a Friday formal evening study period (ESP) and Saturday from 7:30 a.m. until 11 a.m. for Dean’s activities.  Operating hours for A/C do not include a formal ESP on Friday, but do provide Saturday from 7:30 a.m. until 11 a.m. for Commandant’s activities.

 

Bravo (B) Saturdays are those when cadets will pursue discretionary events. Extracurricular groups try to schedule their away events on Bravo Saturday weekends.

F Weekends are home football game weekends. Cadets must be in attendance until after the game. 

 

Cadets will have the specific schedule of Saturdays at the start of the academic year. Many parents who plan a trip to West Point often schedule it on a B Saturday weekend, which may allow them more time with their cadet. Remember that all information provided in this almanac is subject to an individual cadet’s circumstances and duty requirements.

 
LEAVE, PASS, OPPS AND WALKING PRIVILEGES

Information about leaves and passes is contained in the USCC Standing Operating Procedures. Cadets are responsible for submitting all requests and obtaining approval for leaves or passes. Approval must be obtained before making any travel arrangements.

LEAVE

LEAVE is a vacation period scheduled for the entire Corps of Cadets at certain times during the year. The immediate Leave times that come to mind are Spring Break, Summer Class Leave following graduation, Thanksgiving Leave, and the Holiday (Christmas) Leave. These periods of time off are scheduled on the calendar for the year. While on Leave the cadet is authorized to leave West Point, to go where they want to go, wear civilian clothes, and return. The main point is that LEAVE is something that is scheduled on the calendar and pertains to the Corps of Cadets. Generally, Plebes must wear their uniforms when leaving and arriving on Post. They can change into civilian clothes once they are away from West Point.

Generally, all cadets are authorized leave as a part of the curriculum and as a respite from academic and military duties. Unless otherwise notified, cadets may take leave from West Point during Thanksgiving, December holiday leave period, spring break and time during the summer.

 

In the event of a family emergency, TACs, and in their absence the USCC Officer-in-Charge, may approve emergency leave requests.  If parents cannot reach their cadet, they should call the cadet’s tactical officer or TAC NCO. Parents may also call the Central Guard Room (845-938-3030) which is staffed 24 hours a day or the Brigade Tactical Department Headquarters at 845-938-6004/6005. 

EMERGENCIES

In the event of a family emergency that requires your cadet's presence, contact his/her company tactical officer. You may be asked to contact the American Red Cross to have them verify the exact nature of the emergency for West Point. The American Red Cross routinely provides this service to the military.

PASS

A Pass is a privilege that may be earned.  It is a reward to be earned. It is approved or disapproved by the company tactical officer (TAC). Plebes are eligible for one pass during their first semester.  Cadets with no conflicting duties who have a Pass authorization, who have achieved satisfactory standards in all areas, and who have Tactical Officer approval may take a Pass. Passes may be granted for a 1, 2, or 3 day period. Each class is authorized a certain number of passes per semester, as follows: Cadet Officers: Unlimited (1st Class) Cadet Sergeants: Four per semester (2nd Class) Cadet Corporals: Two per semester (3rd Class) Cadet Private First Class: One per semester (4th Class) Cadet Private: One per semester (4th Class) Cadets must request the pass privilege and must do so by signing up in the Company Pass Book. The Tactical Officer will review the names and will annotate written approval or disapproval by each name. The main point to remember about a PASS is that an individual decision is made by each cadet about when to use his/her PASS. In addition to the number of Passes granted by virtue of cadet rank, and listed above, cadets may also earn additional passes based on performance. Being designated "Soldier of the Quarter," for example, may be a reason to grant a cadet an additional pass. There are many other performance reasons that may earn a cadet additional passes.

 

WALKING PRIVILEGES AND OFF POST PRIVILEGES (OPPs) for PLEBES

 
At the conclusion of CBT and the Acceptance Parade, new cadets are welcomed into the ranks as Cadet Privates or Plebes. They are then allowed walking privileges. During certain times, cadets are allowed to venture beyond West Point grounds.

This privilege can be exercised during the academic year (after cadets have completed all duties) at the following times:  A/C or A/D Saturdays and Saturdays on which a  full class day occurs:  Not earlier than 11:45 a.m. or after last duty (on Saturdays of  home football games, “last  duty” is  6 p.m.) until 11 p.m.

 

Sundays and holidays:  From 7 a.m. until 7 p.m.

 

Friday before a three-day holiday that has no evening study period:  From 12:30 p.m. or after last duty (whichever is later) until 7:30 p.m.

 

Friday before a three-day holiday that has no evening study period: From 7 a.m. or after last duty until 11 p.m.

As is the case in any explanation of cadet regulations, these are general guidelines that are subject to an individual cadet’s circumstances.  It is the cadet’s responsibility to know the regulations and how to apply them to the cadet’s particular case. 

OFF POST PRIVILEGES (OPPs)

The first (senior), second (junior) classes, and third class (sophomore) at West Point are granted OPPs during the year. The first class has unlimited OPPs each week, the second class has OPPs on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, and the third class has OPPs on Saturday. OPPs allow cadets to leave post at the completion of their duties. They must return that evening no later than Taps. Good judgment should be used in determining how far a cadet travels, but there is no set distance. No overnight privilege is extended with OPPs. Civilian clothes may be worn. Fourth class (plebes) are only allowed OPPs on very specific occasions, Plebe Parent Weekend (fourth class). Occasionally for some parts of Plebe Parent Weekend the fourth class is limited in travel to a maximum distance of seventy-five miles from West Point when taking OPPs. Plebes must remain in the duty uniform while signed out on OPPs.

WALKING PRIVILEGES

This is a smaller restricted area in the vicinity of West Point that generally includes the main post area and the communities of Highland Falls and Fort Montgomery. Boundary limits for Walking Privileges are: North: Washington Gate at USMA and along Highway 218 to Highway 9W.

West: Highway 9W, except that cadets may visit establishments on the West side of Highway 9W that front directly on Highway 9W

East: The West bank of the Hudson River

South: Bear Mountain Traffic Circle, except that cadets may visit all of Bear Mountain State Park (which includes the Bear Mountain Inn) providing they are driven to this location).

Although specific times when cadets can exercise "Walking Privileges" are announced, the rules of thumb are that they can be exercised as follows:

. Non-Home Football Saturdays: 11 a.m. until 11 p.m.

. Saturdays of home football games: 6 p.m. until 11 p.m.

. Sunday: 7 a.m. until 7 p.m.

Although outside the boundaries of normal Walking Privileges, during Plebe Parent Weekend, Plebes usually are allowed to travel to Round Pond (approximately 1 mile West of Highway 9W on State Highway 293). Plebes cannot walk to Round Pond but must be driven in an automobile.

Plebes will also have to specifically sign out in their Cadet Company Orderly Room indicating that they will be visiting Round Pond during Walking Privileges. Further regulations concerning visiting Round Pond will be made available to the cadets prior to Plebe Parent Weekend. 

Cadets are not authorized to be in civilian clothes when taking walking privileges and cadets must be back in their rooms each night at Taps.

When taking advantage of any of these privileges the cadet must sign out in the cadet company orderly room. When changing from one type of privilege to another, say from OPPs to Walking Privileges, the cadet must return, sign in, and then sign out again stating the appropriate type of privilege being used. All of these (LEAVE, PASS, OFF POST PRIVILEGES, WALKING PRIVILEGES) are privileges granted to cadets which can be revoked for poor academic performance or for disciplinary reasons.

GETTING THE WORD OUT ABOUT CADET ACHIEVEMENTS

 There are a number of ways for cadets and their parents to inform their local press about cadet achievements and the U.S. Military Academy.

 

The Academy’s Public Affairs Office (PAO) sends Hometown News Release forms automatically to all new cadets at the completion of CBT, to all senior cadets just prior to graduation, to cadets earning academic achievement and to those who are appointed to chain of command positions.

 

PAO can also prepare releases for other activities such as club sports and military training schools (e.g. airborne, air assault).  However, these forms are not sent automatically and must be initiated by the cadet either by e-mail or in person to the PAO located in Taylor Hall (Building 600).

 

PAO will then send the completed releases directly to cadet parents to submit to their hometown papers.  This system has proven to be very effective.

 

Another opportunity offered to cadets and their parents is during Plebe Parent Weekend.  The PAO sets up a Hometown News Release booth where photographs are taken of the Plebe with his/her visiting guests.  Shortly after the visit, the photo and suggested news release are sent to the parents which they may then submit to their local newspapers.  This service is provided free of charge.

 

Parents can also submit information about their cadet or USMA-related events that occur in their community directly to their local media.  If something unique or particularly newsworthy occurs, parents can inform the PAO, which may be able to interest the media in covering the story.

Public Affairs Office

United States Military Academy

West Point, New York  10996

HOTEL AND MOTEL INFORMATION

Below is a list of Motels/Hotels in the West Point area. No descriptions will be given here in the interest of brevity, except for the Five Star Inn that is Army Lodging.  One thing to remember is that even if a motel has had some negative comments, there are times, especially during plebe year, when staying within the walking privileges area may be more important than a “perfect” motel. 

Five Star Inn – Active duty or retired military are authorized to rent rooms. Cadets are also authorized to rent rooms for their family members or adult family friends. Parents of cadets may rent rooms with a copy of their cadet’s military ID card. Reservations may be made no more than one month in advance. Over the summer, it is almost impossible to reserve a room as military with orders (i.e. permanent change of station, etc.) have priority. It is also extremely difficult to get reservations for major weekends (Plebe Parent Weekend, football weekends, etc.). But, if you are going to be visiting West Point at an “off” time, definitely try it out. There are two locations – one on post and one off post. The off post facility is much nicer, but the on post facility is currently being renovated. The prices are VERY reasonable. Call for more detailed information: 845-938-6816.

Hotel Thayer 






845-446-4731, 

West Point, NY 10996  




800-247-5047

LODGING

Hotels, Motels Bed & Breakfasts…

Below is a listing of West Point area hotels, motels, and B&Bs. It may aid in obtaining reservations for upcoming events. 845 area code unless otherwise noted…

(Some of these have distances noted. However, if the motel is 5 miles away, it will take longer than 5 minutes to get to West Point in most cases); i.e., Woodcliff Lake, NJ, is only 27 miles away, but it takes 40-45 minutes to get to West Point.

*PLEASE NOTE: This list is not updated. Many new hotels have opened and some have closed. You can check the local tourism websites by going to the USMA.edu site, clicking on “Visiting West Point” on the left; and then click on the various county and chamber of commerce links under “Travel & Lodging information” for surrounding areas.

City / Name / Type / Phone / Notes

Bear Mountain / Bear Mtn. Inn / H/M / 786-2731

Bloomingburg / Jeronimo Farm / H/M / 733-1219

Bloomingburg / Lakewood Manor Inn / B&B / 733-1161

Campbl Hall / Point of View B&B / B&B / 294-6259

Central Valley / Gasho Inn / H&M / 928-2387 / 11 miles away

Central Valley / Harriman Motor Inn / H/M / 928-2266 / 10 miles away

Chester-Goshen / Holiday Inn Express / H/M / 800-465-4329/ 845-446-4277

Cold Spring / Country Side Motel / H/M / 265-2090

Cold Spring / Olde Post Inn / H/M / 265-2510 / 18 miles away

Cold Spring / Pig Hill / B&B / 265-9247 / 5 miles away

Cold Spring / Three Rock B&B / B&B / 265-2330

Cold Spring / Village Victorian / B&B / 265-9159

Cornwall / Cadet Motel / H/M / 534-4595 / 7 miles away

Cornwall / Cromwell Manor Inn / B&B / 534-7136

Cornwall-on-Hudson / Cornwall Inn / H/M / 534-2212 / 8 miles away

Crown-on-Hudson / Watergate Motel / H/M / 271-4322 / 12 miles away

Danbury, CT / Danbury Hilton Towers / H/M / 203-794-0600

East Middletown / Howard Johnson / H/M / 342-5822

East Middletown / Super 8 Motel / H/M / 692-5828

Fishkill / Courtyard Marriott / H/M / 897-2400 / 800-321-2211

Fishkill / Hampton Inn / H/M / 896-4000

Fishkill / Holiday Inn / H/M / 896-6281 / 800-465-4329 / 21 miles away

Fishkill / Marriott Residence Inn / H/M / 896-5210 / 800-228-2100

Fishkill / Wellesley Inn / H/M / 896-4995 / 800-444-8888

Fort Montgomery / Bear Mtn. Bridge Motel / H/M / 446-2472

Fort Montgomery / Holiday Inn Express / H/M / 800-465-4329/845-446-4277

Fort Montgomery / Trading Post Hotel / H/M / 446-3442

Gardner / Country Meadows / B&B / 895-1066

Garrison-on-Hudson / The Bird and Bottle Inn / H/M / 424-3000 / 12 miles away

Goshen / Anthony Dobbins Stage Coach Inn / B&B / 294-5526

Goshen / Best Western / H/M / 800-528-1234

Goshen / Orange Inn / H/M / 294-5144

Greenwood Lake / Breezy Point Inn / H/M / 477-8100

Greenwood Lake / Greenwood Country Motel / H/M / 477-0700

Greenwood Lake / Murphy's Park Inn / H/M / 477-8519

Greenwood Lake / New Continental Hotel / H/M / 477-2456

Harriman / American Budget Inns / H/M / 783-3211 / 15 miles away

Highland Falls / Best Western Palisades / H/M / 446-9400 / 800-528-1234

Highland Falls / Christianna Hotel / H/M / 446-5798

Highland Falls / Palisade Motel / H/M / 446-9400

Highland Falls / Pointer's Echo Motel / H/M / 446-2696

Highland Falls / US Academy Motel / H/M / 446-2021

Highland Falls / West Point Motel / H/M / 446-4180

Hopewell Junction / Bykenhulle House / B&B / 221-4182

Hyde Park / Golden Manner Motel / H/M / 229-2157

Hyde Park / Roosevelt Inn / H/M / 229-2443

Hyde Park / Super 8 Motel / H/M / 229-0088

Kiamesha Lake / Concord Resort Hotel / H/M / 800-431-3850

Liberty / Budget Inn / H/M / 292-6620

Mahwah, NJ / Ramada Inn / H/M / 800-228-2828

Mahwah, NJ / Sheraton Crossroads / H/M / 201-529-1660

Marlboro / Green Valley Motel / H/M / 562-7700

Marlboro / Marlo Inn / H/M / 236-7085

Middlehope / Ka-Jaz Motel / H/M / 562-7700 / 14 miles away

Middletown / Blossom Farm Motel / H/M / 795-2320

Middletown / Days Inn / H/M / 374-2411

Middletown / Diana's Hotel / H/M / 341-0284

Middletown / Gino's Motel & Luncheonette / H/M / 343-7820

Middletown / Global Budget Inns of America / H/M / 374-6040

Middletown / Globe Hotel / H/M / 341-1262

Middletown / Heritage Motel / H/M / 361-1211

Middletown / Holiday Inn / H/M / 342-1474 / 800-465-4329

Middletown / Middletown Motel / H/M / 342-2535

Middletown / Super 8 / H/M / 692-5828

Monroe / Arrow Park, Inc. / H/M / 783-2044

Monroe / James' Motel / H/M / 783-9651 / 21 miles

Monroe / Lake Ann CC Hotel & Apts. / H/M / 783-6575

Monroe / Roscoe House, The / B&B / 782-0442

Montgomery / Days Inn / H/M / 457-3163

Montgomery / National Hotel / H/M / 457-9590

Montgomery / Spruce Lodge / H/M / 564-1830

Montgomery / Super 8 Motel / H/M / 457-3143 or 800-800-8000

Montgomery / Toulon-Sapicourt / B&B / 457-5770

Monticello / Best Western / H/M / 796-4000 / 800-528-1234

Monticello / Friendship Inn / H/M / 794-4700

Montvale, NJ / Ramada Inn / H/M / 201-391-7700 / 25 miles away

Nanuet / Comfort Inn / H/M / 623-6000

New Hampton / Global Budget Inns of America / H/M / 374-3020

New Windsor / Avacar Motor Lodge / H/M / 562-4704

New Windsor / Days Inn / H/M / 800-262-7073

New Windsor / Daystop / H/M / 562-7661

New Windsor / Econo Lodge / 561-6620 / 8 miles away

New Windsor / Empty Nest B&B / B&B / 496-9263

New Windsor / Fonte's Motel / H/M / 561-9869 / 9 miles away

New Windsor / Windsor Motel / H/M / 562-7661 / 8 miles away

Newburgh / Balmville Motel / H/M / 565-4949 / 16 miles away

Newburgh / Comfort Inn / H/M / 567-0567 / 365 day Max 800-228-5150

Newburgh / Courtyard Marriott / H/M / 567-4800 / 48 wk. Max 800-321-2211

Newburgh / Days Inn / H/M / 564-7550 / 12 miles away

Newburgh / Econo Lodge of New Windor / H/M / 561-6620 / 800-553-2666

Newburgh / Hampton Inn / H/M / 567-9100 / 8 mos. Max. Advance

Newburgh / Havarest Motel / H/M / 565-7330 / 14 miles away

Newburgh / Holiday Inn / H/M / 564-9020 / 800-465-4329 / 13 miles away

Newburgh / Howard Johnson / H/M / 564-4000 / 13 miles away

Newburgh / Imperial 400 Motel / H/M / 565-3400 / 14 miles away

Newburgh / Knight's Inn / H/M / 562-6170

Newburgh / Marriott Courtyard / H/M / 567-4800

Newburgh / Middlehope Motel / H/M / 561-0541

Newburgh / Morgan House / B&B / 561-8806

Newburgh / Orange Lakes Motel / H/M / 564-1770

Newburgh / Ramada Inn / H/M / 564-4500 / 12 miles away

Newburgh / Rhoda Court Motel / H/M / 562-7477 / 14 miles away

Newburgh / Super 8 Motel / H/M / 564-5700 / 800-800-8000/ 13 miles away

Nyack / Best Western Nyack / H/M / 358-8100 / 800-528-1234 / 25 miles away

Park Ridge, NJ / Marriott Hotel / H/M / 800-228-9290

Pearl River / Pearl River Hilton / H/M / 735-9000

Peekskill / Peekskill Inn / H/M / 739-1500 / 8 miles away

Peekskill / Town Lyne Motel / H/M / 737-8202 / 12 miles away

Pine Bash / Harvest Inn Motel / H/M / 744-5700

Pine Island / Glenwood House, The / B&B / 258-5066

Plattekill / Garden Cathay / H/M / 564-3220

Port Jervis / Comfort Inn / H/M / 856-6611 / 800-228-5150

Port Jervis / Deer Dale Motor Court / H/M / 856-2635

Poughkeepsie / Best Western / H/M / 462-4600 / 800-528-1234

Poughkeepsie / Courtyard Marriott / H/M / 485-6336 / 800-321-2211

Poughkeepsie / Days Inn / H/M / 454-1010

Poughkeepsie / Dorchester Motor Lodge / H/M / 297-3757

Poughkeepsie / Holiday Inn Express / H/M / 473-1151 / 800-465-4329

Poughkeepsie / Sheraton Civic Center / H/M / 485-5300

Saddle Brook, NJ / Marriott Hotel / H/M / 800-228-9290

Slate Hill / Ridgebury Inn & Hunt Club B&B / B&B / 355-4868

Southfields / Tuxedo Motel / H/M / 351-4747 / 15 miles away

Spring Valley / Susse Chalet Hotel / H/M / 426-2000 / 30 minutes away

Stony Point / Stony Point Motel / H/M / 942-0681/ 800-523-8384 / 15 miles away

Suffern / Holiday Inn / H/M / 357-4800 / 800-465-4329 / 23 miles away

Tarrytown / Castle at Tarrytown / H/M / 631-1980

Tarrytown / Courtyard Marriott / H/M / 631-1122 / 800-321-2211

Tarrytown / Hilton of Tarrytown / H/M / 631-5700

Tarrytown / Tarrytown House / H/M / 591-8200

Tarrytown / Westchester Marriott / H/M / 631-2200

Walker Valley / Jeronimo Farm / H/M / 733-5652

Wallkill / Andy's Farm House / B&B / 895-3440

Wappingers Falls / Sunset Knolls Motel / H/M / 297-3149

Wartsboro / Days Inn (Tanglewood Motel) / H/M / 888-2727/2415

Warwick / Inn at 40 Oakland / B&B / 987-8269

Warwick / Peach Grove Inn / B&B / 986-7411

Warwick / Warwick Motel / H/M / 986-4822 / 888-892-7942

Warwick / Warwick Valley B&B / B&B / 987-7255 / 888-280-1671

West Nyack / Nyack Motor Lodge / H/M / 358-4100 / 24 miles away

West Point / 5 Star Hotel / H/M/ 938-6816

West Point / Hotel Thayer / H/M / 446-4731 / 800-247-5047

West Point / Lighton Electric Inc. / H/M / 446-4168

Woodcliff Lake, NJ / Woodcliff Lake Hilton/ H/M / 201-391-3600 / 27 miles away

Yorktown Heights / Yorktown Motor Lodge / H/M / 243-4000 / 14 miles away

In the past, the following people in Highland Falls are willing to let out rooms for graduation.

Ann Marie Scott 845-446-5479 (five rooms) NERO5202@aol.com

Joe D'Onofrio 845-446-3828

Curt Brewer 845-446-4323

Joshua Brewer 845-446-1107(H) 845-446-2424(W)

Joe Galu 845-446-3074

Maple Galu 845-446-3829

Natalie Hazell 845-446-2305(H) 845-446-1576 (W)

RESTAURANTS AROUND WEST POINT

Here is an abbreviated/ partial list of restaurants on post and in and around the town of Highland Falls: (the area code is 845)

West Point Club – On post near the Plain it overlooks the Hudson River 
938-5120/446-5504

Hotel Thayer Restaurant – On post by Thayer Gate. Excellent Brunch 
938-4021/446-4731

West Point Gray Line Eatery – 521 Main Street, Highland Falls 

446-1118

Schade’s Restaurant – 457 Main Street, Highland Falls 


446-2626

Dong Fong Restaurant – 433 Main Street, Highland Falls 

446-2000/446-0763

Park Restaurant – 415 Main Street, Highland Falls 


446-8709

New World Kitchen (Chinese) – 319 Main Street, Highland Falls 

446-8000

Andy’s Restaurant – 281 Main Street, Highland Falls 


446-8736

West Point Pizza – 282 Main Street, Highland Falls 


446-5544

Hacienda Mexican Restaurant – 145 Main Street, Highland Falls 
446-0406

Bear Mountain Inn – at Bear Mountain Lodge near Bear Mountain Circle
786-2731

Of course, there are restaurants everywhere today. However, there are several make to mention of. First, on the way to the town of Newburgh is Schlesinger’s Steak House (www.schlesingerssteakhouse.com) which serves good steaks and also has a cigar bar. In Newburgh, there are many good/excellent ones on the “restored” Hudson River waterfront. This newly renovated “restaurant row” might remind you of dining along the south bank (Kentucky side) of the Ohio River.

There are also all types of dining, and we mean all types, everything from ice cream to hamburgers to exquisite French and Italian cuisine on the east side of the Hudson River. Picturesque little towns like Cold Spring and Garrison and the City of Poughkeepsie offer all types of dining. And for all you “gourmands”, don’t miss out on driving to Hyde Park (just north of Poughkeepsie) for a spectacular meal at the Culinary Institute of America (www.ciachef.edu). It’s a “don’t miss” for all of you who watch way too much Food Network.

FOOD GIFT CERTIFICATES OR CREDIT ACCOUNTS can be set up for your cadet as gifts during the academic year. These places vary in whether they deliver to West Point, have take out, etc., so call them and see what they offer – all services may not be available at all places. All are area code 845.

Schades - 446-2626

McDonald’s – 446-4935

Dong Fong Chinese Restaurant – 446-0763

West Point Pizza and Restaurant – 446-5544

Highland Falls Market (sandwiches, soups, salad, chili, desserts) – 446-3992

New World Kitchen Chinese – 446-8000

Park Restaurant – 446-8709

The Ice Cream Shoppe – 446-2380

Nicole’s – 11 Main St. Highland Falls 446-4729

LOCAL BOODLERS

Boodle is good stuff to eat (and sometimes flowers for our lady cadets). Cadets love boodle!!!

Below is a list of local boodlers and florists along with a brief description. Those organizations delivering to Camp Buckner are noted. 

Cadets, Cakes & Cookies
P.O. Box 188, West Point, NY 10996, 




845-446-3303

Email:CadetsCakesandCookies@yahoo.com 

Website: http://www.cadetscakesandcookies.com/

Camp Buckner delivery available.

Cadet Restaurants/C Store 
West Point, NY 10996, 






845-446-5861

Website:http://www.usma.edu/uscc/dca/rest/restaurants.htm




Cadet Activities Fund

Call for order form

Giftworks
4 Duncan Ave, Cornwall-on-Hudson, NY 12520



845-534-5060

Email:Info@shopgiftworks.com Website: http://www.shopgiftworks.com/
Love a Cadet
P.O. Box 62, West Point, NY 10996, 





845-652-8569

Email:info@loveacadet.com Website: www.loveacadet.com

Camp Buckner delivery available.

Spectacular Sweets


285 Main St, Highland Falls, NY 





845-446-4171


website:http://www.spectacularsweets.com/

The Ice Cream Shoppe  
418 Main Street, Highland Falls, NY 10928,




845-446-2380

Tub of ice cream (3 gallons), ice cream cakes, fudge and chocolates, delivery.

AREA FLOWER SHOP

Main Street Florist - 441 Main Street, Highland Falls, NY



845-446-4749

THE CEMETERY AND THE PLAIN

There are many unsung heroes buried in the West Point cemetery, names you might not know, but who are the graduates that make The Long Gray Line what it is, graduates who have been willing to give "the last full measure" for their fellow soldiers. Young, nameless lieutenants and captains who have led their soldiers into battle and have paid the ultimate price. The list is endless, but the one thing above all others is that they cared about their soldiers, they chose to "do the harder right" and they are forever a part of "The Long Gray Line".

One thing they all have in common is that they all marched together on The Plain when they were cadets. That hallowed piece of land continues to represent all the men and women who have gone before the present Corps of Cadets. They are there in "ghostly assemblage", they are the past, and it is because of their sacrifices and what the Plain has meant to all cadets throughout the ages that we should NEVER WALK ON IT. That privilege belongs to the Corps of Cadets ONLY. The Plain is hallowed ground and ONLY cadets and West Point graduates, past and present, are allowed that privilege. When you think of the men and women of history who have marched on the Plain, it is a place for heroes, a place where our sons and daughters are learning to be heroes, even if only in our eyes.

So, when you are at West Point for A-Day and you see your son or daughter crossing the Plain as they are accepted in the Corps of Cadets, just think about the cadets of yesteryear that have stood where your cadet is now standing. Yes, Hallowed Ground, now and always.

WEST POINT CHURCH SERVICES

SERVICES 


DAY and TIME 


LOCATION

Protestant 

       
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. 


Cadet Chapel

Catholic Mass


Saturday: 5:15 p.m. 


Holy Trinity

Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,

10:30 a.m., 12:00 noon,

and 5:00 p.m.

Daily: 6:20 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.

Jewish Family 

Saturday: 7:15 p.m. 


Jewish Chapel

Jewish Orthodox 

Saturday: 9:00 p.m. 


St. Martin’s

Southern Baptist 

Sunday: 10:30 a.m. 


Mahan Hall

Church of Christ 

Sunday: 10:30 a.m. 


Foreign Language

Lecture Hall

Episcopal 


Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 


Cadet Chapel

Latter Day Saints 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 


Bartlett Hall

Lutheran 


Sunday: 10:30 a.m. 


Old Cadet Chapel

GUIDE TO THE CADET CHAPEL

THE CADET CHAPEL, designed by Bertram G. Goodhue of the architectural firm of Cram, Goodhue and Ferguson, incorporates the architectural features found in Gothic cathedrals of England, with some modifications to adapt the chapel to its location.  This modification is apparent in the battlements and castellated towers, which emphasize the military aspect of the academy.  Native granite quarried at West Point was used in the construction, which began in 1908 and was completed in 1910. 

THE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS, located in the bays on either side of the Nave, are gifts of the various graduating classes of the Military Academy.  The upper tier on the west (right) presents scenes from the parables, miracles and teachings of Christ.  The saints, martyrs and missionaries of the church are portrayed in the lower tiers.  On the east (left), the upper tier windows are scenes from the Acts of the Apostles, while the lower windows illustrate the patriarchs and prophets of the Old Testament.  

THE NORTH WINDOW, over the entrance, installed in 1923 as a memorial to the graduates of the Military Academy who died in World War I, is based upon the Revelation of St. John on the Isle of Patmos; the central theme of this window is the triumph of Christ over sin and death.  

THE SANCTUARY WINDOW, the first window to be installed, was commissioned with funds contributed by the graduates of the Military Academy throughout the World.  It represents “the Genius and Spirit of West Point” as symbolized by the heroes of the Old and New Testaments. 

ALL OF THE STAINED GLASS in the Cadet Chapel was designed by William and Anne Lee Willet Stained Glass and Decorating Company of Philadelphia.  The final window was installed by the Class of 1976 during the Bicentennial Year.

 THE CHAPEL ORGAN, originally built in 1911 with funds appropriated by Congress, has been extensively enlarged through memorials and gifts.  It has grown from an instrument of 2,406 pipes to become the largest church organ in the world with more than 20,000 pipes.  

THE EAST ORGAN SCREEN, dedicated in 1931 as a Memorial to the Women - the mothers, wives and daughters - of the Army, was designed by E. Donald Robb.  The carved tracery of this screen is enhanced with the figures of eight angelic musicians.  Architect Bertram G. Goodhue designed the west chancel organ screen, which was installed at the time the original organ was purchased. 

 THE CHAPEL ALTAR is cut from a single block of marble.  The central figure of the limestone reredos (screen behind the altar) is the Archangel St. Michael shown killing the demon, symbolic of evil.  Two warrior angels top the outer faces of the reredos.  In the niche on the right is the coat of arms of the United States; on the left is the coat of arms of the Military Academy.  All of the carved stonework was designed by Lee Lawrie.  

THE NAME PLATES at the first pew on the right bear the signatures of the Superintendents of the Military Academy who served since the building of the chapel. 

 THE EXTERIOR EMBELLISHMENTS of the Cadet Chapel are less elaborate and more severe than those found in typical Gothic structures.  Over the entrance is a great, two-handed  crusader sword buried in the heart of the cross. The carved ornaments running along the clerestory string course depict the Christian folklore of the Middle Ages, and the Traditional object of chivalric quest, the Holy Grail, may be seen over the altar window at the rear of the chapel.

The Cadet Chapel organ was designed by M.P. Moeller.  The Organist and Director of Music is Mr. Craig Williams.  Craig Williams and other artists perform concerts throughout the year. 

Cadet Chapel Hours
The Cadet Chapel is open daily from 8:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES ARE HELD at 10:30 a.m. throughout the year.

ORTHODOX SERVICES are in St. Martin’s Chapel at 10:00 a.m. 

DURING THE SUMMER services for cadets are held at Trophy Point and Camp Buckner. 

ORGAN RECITALS are presented frequently during the academic year on Sundays at 3:30 p.m.  Information on dates may be obtained from the Cadet Chaplain’s office  

CADET PRAYER

O God, Our Father, Thou Searcher of human hearts, help us to draw near to Thee in sincerity and truth.  May our religion be filled with gladness and may our worship of Thee be natural. 

Strengthen and increase our admiration for honest dealing and clean thinking, and suffer not our hatred of hypocrisy and pretense ever to diminish.  Encourage us in our endeavor to live above the common level of life.  Make us to choose the harder right instead of the easier wrong, and never be content with a half-truth when the whole can be won.  Endow us with courage that is born of loyalty to all that is noble and worthy, that scorns to compromise with vice and injustice and knows no fear when truth and right are in jeopardy.  Guard us against flippancy and irreverence in the sacred things of life.  Grant us new ties of friendship and new opportunities of service.  Kindle our hearts in fellowship with those of a cheerful countenance, and soften our hearts with sympathy for those who sorrow and suffer.  Help us to maintain the honor of the Corps untarnished and unsullied and to show forth in our lives the ideals of West Point in doing our duty to Thee and to our Country.  All of which we ask in the name of the Great Friend and Master of all. – Amen 
The Corps!

The Corps, bareheaded, salute it

With eyes up thanking our God—

That we of the corps are treading 

Where they of the Corps have trod—

They are here in ghostly assemblage.

The ranks of the Corps long dead.

And our hearts are standing attention

While we wait for their passing tread.

The Corps of today, we salute you--

The Corps of an earlier day;

We follow, close order, behind you,

Where you have pointed the way;

The long gray line of us stretches 

Thro' the years of a century told

And the last one feels to his marrow

The grip of your far off hold. 

Grip hands with us now, though we see not,

Grip hands with us, strengthen our hearts—

As the long line stiffens and straightens 

With the thrill that your presence imparts. 

Grip hands tho' it be from the shadows.--

While we swear, as you did of yore. 

Or living, or dying, to honor

The Corps, and The Corps, and The Corps. 

The late Bishop H.S. Shipman

AREA SHOPPING

Below are directions to some of the major shopping centers or malls in the area around West Point.

WALMART (Newburgh): Take Rt. 9W North. Drive approximately 6.5 miles on Rt. 9W North from the point where Rt. 218 veers off east toward the West Point Golf Course.  At 7.1 miles take exit off 9W marked “Cornwall”, “Storm King Art Center” and “H” (for hospital). At end of ramp turn left. At the traffic light at the end of the road, turn right onto Rt. 32. When the road widens for the next traffic light (by McDonalds at “Five Corners”), get into the left lane. Go straight through that intersection (you are on Rt. 300) toward Stewart Airport. At the third traffic light, turn right and continue for about one mile to next light. Take a left turn into the Walmart parking lot.

MIDDLETOWN GALLERIA: Take Rt. 9W North. Take Rt. 293 (by the Golf Course) west

towards Central Valley. Travel approximately 8-9 miles through Camp Buckner area to join Rt 6

West. You will go down a long hill. Rt. 6 flows into Rt. 17 West toward Middletown. When you

get to Middletown area and cross over I-84, you will see the mall immediately to your right. Take the next exit onto Rt. 211, turning right at the light at the bottom of the ramp. Continue on for about ¾ mile to the Galleria entrance (on the right). A Walmart and a Sam’s Club are in front of the Galleria complex.

WOODBURY COMMON (Outlets): The busiest and possibly the best outlet mall in the country.  Take Rt. 9W North. Take Rt. 293 (by the Golf Course) west towards Central Valley. Travel approximately 8-9 miles through Camp Buckner area to join Rt 6 West. At the bottom of the long hill on Rt. 6, you will see signs for the New York State Thruway and Rt. 32 North. Bear right onto Rt. 32 North and go about ¾ mile to Woodbury Commons. Entrance, on right. CAREFULLY watch out for signs to the entrance and exits, which can beconfusing with a lot of traffic in a very small area.

MONROE SUPER WALMART: Follow the directions for Woodbury Commons to the bottom of

the hill on Rt. 6. Take the same right exit at the bottom, after you go over the New York  Thruway, but at the traffic light at the end of the exit ramp, bear left and IMMEDIATELY get into the right lane. As you now go under Rt. 6, make a right at Melody Lane (adjoining Woodbury Chevrolet).  The Super Walmart will be on your left a ways down Melody Lane.

PALISADES MALL IN WEST NYACK: Take Rt. 9W South toward the Bear Mountain traffic circle. As you approach the circle, you will see the entrance to the Palisades Parkway on the right. Travel south-bound on the Palisades Parkway, and after about 15 miles start looking for signs for I-287. Take the exit to I-287 East. Take the Palisades Center Drive exit to the mall.

NANUET MALL: Follow the directions to the Palisades Mall. Drive south past the I-287 exit to the exit for Rt. 59 West. The Nanuet Mall is about 2 miles on the left.

SAM’S CLUB / SUPER WALMART (Fishkill): Take Rt. 9W North (toward Newburgh). Follow 9W North through Newburgh to the Newburgh-Beacon Bridge. Take I-84 East over the bridge. There is a toll for cars or EZPass can be used. Continue to third exit past toll booths, Rt. 9 North (Fishkill). At bottom of exit ramp, turn left at the light and continue on for about ¾ mile. Walmart, with Sam’s Club behind it, will be on the left. There is also a small mall and Mobil gas station located in front.

POUGHKEEPSIE GALLERIA / SOUTH HILLS MALL

Follow directions as above for Sam’s Club / Walmart in Fishkill, but continue north on Rt. 9 for about 6 miles. Both malls will be on your left, interconnected by parking lots. South Hills is the first on the left, with the entrance to the large and newer Galleria at the second, third and fourth lights up from the front of South Mills Mall, at the Vassar Road intersection. Watch signs very carefully – there are small strip malls in front of part of the frontage to the Galleria. One entrance has a strip mall with a Bugaboo Creek Steak House in it. The next entrance is just several hundred feet beyond that, and the third entrance is a left turn at a light by a GMC auto dealership. Go a few hundred feet, then turn left again into the mall parking lot.

POINTS OF INTEREST

(All dates and times are subject to change without notification)

TIP: If you have the time to sight see in and around, West Point, the points listed here are among 

the most prominent. For other sights, contact the Information Center.

Constitution Island

West Point, two hour visit includes boat ride, guided tour of Warner House revolutionary War fortifications.  Wed. and Thurs. at 1 and 2 p.m., late June through September. Reservations required. Call (845) 446-8676 weekdays 10-11:30 a.m. See 2002 schedule in this handbook (see Table of Contents for page number.)
Boscobel

Route 9D, Garrison.  Restored Federal period house with period furniture and decorative arts.

Open daily except Tuesday 9:30-5:00; last tour 4:30 p.m. (914) 265-3638

Eleanor Roosevelt National Historic Site

Route 9G, Hyde Park.  Eleanor Roosevelt's home from 1945 to 1962. Open daily, April-Oct, with

access only by shuttle bus from FDR home. Open March, Nov and Dec on weekends only, access by private vehicle.  Closed Jan-Feb, with group reservations available. (914) 229-9115.

Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site

Route 9, Hyde Park. Birthplace and home of FDR, grounds overlook Hudson River. Rose garden contains graves of FDR and Eleanor Roosevelt.  Open daily April-Oct; closed Tues., Wed, Nov-March.  (914) 229-9115.
Sunnyside

Tarrytown, Rt. 9, 1 mile south of Tappan Zee Bridge, exit 9 off NY State Thruway. Washington Irving’s home on the banks of the Hudson. Open daily 10-5, closed Tues. Dec-March. (914) 631-8200
Van Cortlandt Manor

Croton-on-Hudson. On Rt 9, 11 miles north of Tappan Zee Bridge. Post-Revolutionary War Estate; antique furnishings, gardens. Tours, special events, picnicking. Open daily 10-3 year-round, closed Tues. Dec-March. (914) 631-8200
Vanderbilt Mansion

Route 9, Hyde Park. Beaux Arts mansion with views of Hudson River. Visits to the mansion by guided tour only; open daily April through October, closed Tues. and Wed. Nov-March. (914) 229-9115
Culinary Institute of America

Found along the Hudson, a former Jesuit seminary is born-again as the CIA; near FDR family home at Hyde Park. Reservations required well in advance.

MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN OUR AREA

Cadets possess military ID cards that authorize them to use U.S. military facilities throughout the world. Major military facilities typically contain medical, dental, eye clinics, and hospitals. They also have the following: post exchange (PX) or base exchange (BX), like a department store; Commissary (grocery store); Shoppette (like a mini-mart); gas station, barber shop, beauty shop, dry cleaning and military clothing store.

The two major military installations in our general area are:

Ft. Knox, Kentucky - 22 miles south of Louisville, Kentucky

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio
2009 Army Football Schedule

Many parents try to visit West Point during the football season to take in a football game and see their cadet. It is very important to book your accommodations well in advance. If after calling a hotel from an out of town line you are told there are no vacancies, you might try to call from a local line, since some of the hotels reserve a few rooms for local customers. Reservations can be difficult in Highland Falls, but there are plenty of good accommodations within a thirty to forty-five minute drive.

Times are subject to change if games are to be televised. For further football ticket information, check the USMA website: www.usma.edu and click “Athletics” or call the Army Athletic Ticket Office at 845-938-2526 or toll free at 877-TIX-ARMY. Office hours: 8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. Mon. - Fri. Season tickets are for five home games, with priority seating in the cadet parent area (plus a seat reserved for your cadet to sit with you), and a reserved parking pass is issued with the season tickets. New Cadet Candidate parents can purchase football tickets and Army Navy football tickets on R-Day. 






September 12

Duke

         
TBA






September 19  
Ball State

TBA






October  03

Tulane


TBA

October 10

Vanderbilt

TBA






October  23

Rutgers

8 PM


November 14

VMI
    

TBA

December 12

Navy                   
2:30 PM

(at Philadelphia, PA)

Attending an Army Football game can be a great opportunity to visit with your cadet and enjoy a beautiful fall weekend at West Point. It is best to work through your cadet to obtain tickets for a game, as seating is reserved for cadet guests near the cadet cheering section. Have your cadet get the tickets as soon as possible. You can often also find tickets available for sale from other parents over the Parent-Forum.

Parking can be a BIG problem, so plan on allowing plenty of time to locate a spot, then plan a great tailgate party while waiting for the game to begin. 

Prior to home games (weather permitting) there are cadet reviews on the Plain in front of Washington Hall. Tickets for the reviewing stands are free but must be picked up at the morning coffee hour for West Point Parents Clubs which is held at the West Point Club the morning of the home football game. 

GO ARMY – BEAT NAVY!!

TIPS FOR BROADWAY TICKET PURCHASE

1. Check with the Cadet Hostess at WP and see what they can do.

2. The desk at the Soldiers, Sailors, and Airmen's Club (Hotel) in Manhattan. This is a little used   gem of a resource with clean beds for $35/night and discount tickets in the lobby. 

3. One of the several TKTS kiosks (the most famous one is in Times Square) on the day of the show. Up to 1/2 off same day shows. Decide what shows you would be willing to go to beforehand because not all shows are available and that will make selection easy. Usually a wait in a line but, it moves fast (cash only, by the way). Tickets were $75-$100 each before discount.

4. When buying a ticket directly from the box office for the a show, ask for a military discount and show   military ID and receive a discount on the ticket.

5. Your cadet can contact the ITR office at the PX by phone or on foot. They often have cheaper tickets and they also can put him in contact with the USO office.

6. Go to the USO website at http://members.aol.com/usonyc16/ or http://www.usotroupeny.com then select links and then USO Of Metro NY. They have all sorts of info there including info on FREE tickets.

7. There may be a bus that leaves the Visitors Center at West Point every morning for NYC. Also, you can take the ferry across the Hudson to Garrison and take the train from there to NYC.

Joining a Parents Club

Membership in a West Point Parents Club offers valuable opportunities for mutual support, fellowship and access to useful information about the academy and cadet life.  Although each club is an independent, autonomous organization, clubs are all officially recognized and supported by the academy.

The parents club network offers a dynamic line of communication between the academy and cadet parents.  The Parents Club Coordinator at West Point passes on current information to club presidents, who then communicate with their members through e-mails, newsletters, telephone chains, etc.  Typical club activities are meetings, informal get-togethers, tailgates, holiday balls, new cadet picnics, luncheons or dinners and other events at which cadet families gather.

Parents clubs are not a substitute for formal communications between you and your cadet’s Company Tactical (TAC) officer.  Specific concerns or information regarding your cadet should be referred to the TAC.

 

Our parent’s club communicates  and interacts with West Point societie and members of the USMA Admissions Field Force in our local area.  Through this networking, these groups are able to gain a broad perspective on the academy and to assist in telling the West Point story across the area.

 

Our club has become more involved by working with the Admissions Office in spreading the word about USMA to our local communities. We have worked with the West Point societie by assisting at football games and Founder’s Day activities.

 

 

If you would like to contact the Parents Club Coordinator, please call the Parents Club Coordinator at (845) 938-5650 or  write West Point Parents Club, Directorate of communications, 646 Swift Rd, West Point, New York 10996-5000 or e-mail Deb.dalton@usma.edu.

 

The Public Affairs Office also maintains a list server that posts official updated information through e-mail. 

 

To sign up for this free service go to USMA’s homepage at http://www.usma.edu/ then News then West Point Parent’s Club and USMA News mailing lists then WPPC-NEWS then Join (or leave) the list. From there follow the directions listed.

CLUBS

There are over 100 clubs available to cadets at West Point. Participating in some of the club activities at West Point is a wonderful opportunity for all cadets to experience the richness of life at West Point. Any cadet that complains of being lonely has simply chosen not to join any clubs or activities, rather than joining classmates in these activities

All cadets need a breather, a break occasionally. And all cadets are quite adept at wasting time (and IM and video games are two of the biggest time drains that cadets engage in). For a listing of the many clubs operated by the Directorate of Cadet Activities, go to http://www.usma.edu/uscc/dca/clubs/index.htm . And if your son/daughter is interested in a club that is not currently operating at West Point, all he/she need do is find a few other cadets with a like interest, and an officer willing to be the liaison to the club, and submit that request to DCA. It’s easy, and done ALL the time.

SPONSORS/MENTORS

New cadets have the opportunity to sign up to be paired with a sponsor. This is a voluntary program, both on the part of the sponsor and the cadet. Some cadets choose NOT to sign up to have a sponsor.

The matches are made at the beginning of the academic year. Staff and faculty members volunteer to be mentor families for cadets. Sponsors must live on post, must be an officer or an NCO, and must have a family. They can request cadets by name or request cadets by some characteristic – home state, company, religion, etc. They must accept at least 2 cadets for each class they get a cadet from – in other words, plebes are not left alone with a mentor without a classmate. Cadets can also request particular families or families with similar characteristics. If both cadet and sponsor request each other, they usually get matched. Otherwise, it is luck of the draw.

Both the cadet and the family can pull out of the program if the other does not hold up their end. Most mentor families take the first step and invite the cadets over several times, but after that, expect the cadet to ask to come over, or, in some cases after the first year, just drop by whenever. And, cadets can be unofficially mentored by a different family. The “assignment" of a family to a cadet has no official status after it is made. It is important to note that the family your cadet visits on "Ice Cream Sunday" during Cadet Basic Training is NOT automatically assigned as the mentor family.

The families who serve as sponsors literally open their homes to the cadet, along with their refrigerators, their hospitality, their love and their mentorship. Many sponsors even help cadets with their academics, transport them to the airport, and serve as surrogate parents. Sponsors provide a great oasis within West Point for our cadets. They provide an opportunity to just get away from cadet life for a short while, without leaving post. Cadets may get invited on weekends to come for a cookout, or watch a game on TV, or just hang out and enjoy a little "downtime" in a family atmosphere. Cadets will have an opportunity for some great conversations with the sponsors on military and social life, or just stuff. For plebes who get homesick, it's a blessing.

Sponsors who volunteer to participate in the program all lead very busy lives, yet are willing to carve some additional time for cadets. However, there is no requirement that the sponsor family do anything in particular. Some do more, some do less. Sometimes, things change in the sponsor's life, and they are not able to devote as much time as initially thought. Some cadets don't click with the sponsor, but are happily adopted by another professor or staff member that they meet throughout their four years.

Some cadets thoroughly enjoy the sponsorship program and benefit tremendously from it. Sometimes the cadets do not act appropriately, failing to RSVP, failing to send a thank you note, failing to show common courtesies. Needless to say, that makes it difficult for the sponsor to willingly extend himself/herself and their family again.

The bottom line is, reinforce to your cadets to say thank-you! The power of a thank you note is amazing. A gift is certainly appreciated, just show them that you appreciate them and all they do for your son or daughter. These sponsors are literally "mom and dad away from home". Many cadets go to their houses every weekend, sit with them at church, and rely on them a great deal. Some suggestions for gifts (a wide range of suggestions given the wide-range of sponsors):

· A honey baked ham to serve on Super Bowl Sunday

· Flowers on Valentine's Day

· A gift certificate to a video store for video rentals (there is no movie theater located near USMA)

· If you have a vacation home-offer the sponsor family the use of it for a few days

· A goodie basket from one of the local Boodlers

· A popcorn bucket/basket

· A gift certificate to the commissary or PX (your cadet may do laundry at the sponsor’s house and uses their laundry detergent)

· A pair of tickets for the couple to go out to an event in the local area

· A gift certificate to their restaurant

· Ask your cadet to find out the likes/dislikes of the sponsors' children and send the children a gift bag full of small toys

Anything you can think of that says "thank you" - it does not have to be expensive, just remember to say THANK YOU. Sponsors need to know (and deserve to know) how much  we, as parents, appreciate all they do for our cadets.

CADET PLANNER

Every Plebe is issued a Corps of Cadets Planner, a day-planner extraordinaire.

The Planner not only has a monthly calendar, but a weekly calendar as well, which lists what Academic Day it is (1 Day or 2 Day), reflects what lesson (from the syllabus) is being taught that day and reflects the labs on that day. Hours are not calendar hours in this weekly guide book, but USMA class hours.

Many cadets take the time, early in the semester, to organize themselves by filling in their Cadet Planner, literally writing down each assignment in the Planner on the assigned date. Most assignments (major AND minor assignments), dates of quizzes, labs and WPRs (written partial reviews) are known at the beginning of each semester. There are no surprises at West Point, so the cadet who is crunched and cramming for a WPR does so at his own risk. They ALL know, upfront, exactly how much weight each quiz, lab, WPR, homework assignment, etc. carries.

The Cadet Planner also has a wealth of other helpful and interesting Information. For example, on the back page of each month, there is a section called "Did You Know?" that details something different in each month, such as Eisenhower Hall Theatre Information, Activities Information, Bus Schedule/ Transportation Information, and much much more. In the back of the book, there is also an extensive section on Academics, information on the Center for Enhanced Performance, the USMA Library, the APFT/IOCT Scales and listings of all Competitive Sports, be they intramural, DPE/DCA competitive club teams or Corps Squad Sports. There is also a phone directory, with not only the numbers of all Academic Departments, but various activities, local restaurants that provide take-out and delivery service, florists, transportation and travel info, and a section on websites.

The cadets have a great deal of information available at their fingertips in that Cadet Planner. In the past, extra copies of the Cadet Planner have been available for purchase at the Cadet Bookstore, and many parents have enjoyed having the Planner, as it is also a wonderful pictorial guide to life at West Point (lots of candid cadet shots).

MILITARY COMMITMENT
Cadets are obligated to serve the Army for an eight-year commitment. Historically, the commitment has been fulfilled by serving a minimum of five years on active duty, and three years reserve duty. However, the needs of the Army always dictate how the commitment is to be fulfilled, and there have been times that service members have served less than five full years (rare, but there was a draw down several years ago) and there have been times that a service members’ active service has been extended. At the present time, there is a stop loss (stop loss means that no one covered by the stop loss can leave active service) for some specialties and some branches, so there are some young men and women who might otherwise be completing their active duty phase and going into the reserves who are in fact remaining on active duty for the time being.

The commitment to serve does not start while they are cadets. The commitment is for active duty service as an officer.

Officially, all the cadets took their oath, and officially became members of the Armed Forces on R Day. West Point recognizes that committing to 12 years, (4 years at West Point and 8 years of service) Is a BIG commitment to an 18 year old, and recognizes that somewhere during the first two years, some cadets will discover that West Point and military service is not for them. If a cadet chooses to leave before Cow year, West Point has not held that young person to his/her commitment.

Once a cadet steps over the threshold into their first class during his/her Cow year, West Point and the Army will "hold" the cadet to their commitment, regardless of whether they graduate from West Point or not. If a cadet leaves West Point anytime from that first day of Cow year until graduation, he/she can be required to serve the full length of the commitment as a member of the enlisted ranks.

After commissioning as a Second Lieutenant they begin to serve their commitment, except those few who go on for immediate post grad education. Those who go directly to med school have their commitment deferred until they complete medical school, so upon graduation from medical school, they start to serve their original commitment from West Point along with the additional commitment for being sent to medical school.

Those Cadets who branch Aviation incur a longer active duty commitment, as there is a great deal of initial training involved in flight school.

West Point Phone Numbers (Area Code 845)

Agency/Service 





Phone Number

Admissions 






     938-4041

Alumni Affairs 





    
     938-3700

Assoc of Grads Gift Shop 




     446-5869

Beauty Shop                             



     446-5774

Cadet Bookstore 





     938-5356

Cadet Counseling Center 




     938-3022

Cadet Hostess





     938-3104/4681

Chapels

• Cadet Chapel        



     938-2308/4616

• Old Cadet Chapel 



     938-2433

• Post Chapel  



     938-2959

• Catholic Chapel



     938-2784

• Jewish Chapel 



     938-2766

Credit Union 

(M-F 9-3, Thurs. 9-5:30) 



     446-4946

Credit Union (Out of State) 



     1-800-431-1404

Dry Cleaners  






     446-5777

Eisenhower Hall  





     938-3384

Fine Arts Forum 





     938-2502

Flower Shop 






     446-3848

Football Office 





     938-2323

Football Ticket Office 




     938-2526 or 446-4996

     1-877-TIX-ARMY (toll free)

Gas Station 






     446-5556

Golf Clubhouse 





     938-2435

Hockey Rink 






     938-4236

Hotel Thayer 






     938-4731

Keller Community Army Hospital 



     938-3004

• Medical/Surgical Ward 



     938-4004

• Emer. Room (after 4:30) 



     938-3607

• Patient Admin Division 



     938-5169

• Information Des



        
     938-4724

Michie Stadium 




       
     938-2330

Military Police
 





     938-3333

Ofc of Intercollegiate Ath Gift Shop 



     446-3040

Optical Shop 






     446-5786

Review (Parade) Information 



            938-2638/5261

Post Chaplain 





                938-3412

Post Office






     446-2004

Public Affairs Office 







WPPC Rep: Dolores Salvatore


     938-5650


Sports Information 





     938-3303/3512

Theater Schedule





     938-3175

Theater Ticket Information 




     938-2070

Taxi (Commercial) 





     446-4520/4588

West Point Museum 





     938-2203/3201

West Point Club 





     938-5120

INCOME TAX INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR FOURTH CLASS CADETS                                              16 October 2002

SUBJECT:  Income Tax Information

  

1.  Many of you as fourth-class cadets have questions concerning the income tax consequences of cadet pay and allowances.  This memo provides information from the standpoint of both your tax return and your parents' return for 2002.  It is very important that you share this data with your parents.

 

2.  This memo is based on the tax laws and current rulings of treasury officials.  It is, however, informative only and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the Internal Revenue Service or the Department of the Army.

 

3.  All cadets at the Academy must file their own income tax returns.  Each fourth class cadet who entered the Academy on 1 July 2002, and remained through 31 December 2002, has received or had credited to their account during 2002 base pay of $4,404.60.  Cadets must report this amount as income from the Army.  In addition, each cadet received a $4,600.00 pay advance to assist with the payments of uniforms, textbooks, computer, software and various school fees.

 

4.  Your parent(s)/guardian(s) must have contributed more than half of your support for the year in order to claim you as an income tax exemption  "More than half the support" refers to dollar value, and not to the length of time support was furnished.  Your parent or guardian may properly include the cost of board, clothing, lodging, medical and dental care, education, property and furniture, insurance, etc., they furnished you when they calculated their level of support.  If you lived at home during the first six months of 2002, your parent or guardian may include a proportionate amount of the family food bill, utilities, rent or house payments, interest, taxes, etc., as part of your support.  If you attended college, prep school, or high school prior to entering the Military Academy, your parents may also include the amount they paid for tuition, books, school supplies, and transportation to and from school as parental support.

 

5.  In determining the value of support furnished from sources other than your parents, you must include both taxed and untaxed support amounts.  This simply means that the portion of your taxable pay spent on your own support must be included, and in addition, the support provided by the Army in the form of food, lodging, education and other services must also be included.  Even though the value of Army support is not taxed as income, the value must be considered when determining who provided more than half of your support.  The following chart indicates values of support furnished by you and by the Army.

 


Cadet Pay earned from 1 July through 31 December


$4,404.60


Government Pay Advance





              4,600.00


Subsistence (food) (92 days x $5.60 per day)




      1 July through 30 September


                 515.20




      (91 days x $5.75 per day)




      1 October through 31 December


                 523.25


Room and Board (Half year per Sumas’s FY01 

      Cost of Education Report)


              1,631.50


Education (the actual 2001 tuition cost per semester




at the U.S Military Academy)


           
            17,405.00

 


TOTAL SUPPORT BY THE CADET AND BY THE ARMY                         $29,079.55
 

6.  In our opinion, if your parent has not provided at least $29,079.55 in support, then your parent may not be able to claim you as an exemption.  If your parent has provided more than this amount in support, then your parent is entitled to claim you as an exemption.  Under IRS regulations, if your parent can claim you, you cannot claim a personal exemption for yourself, and you will have to complete a worksheet to compute your standard deduction.

 

7.  The question may arise whether an appointment to the Military Academy can be considered a "scholarship award" within the meaning of the income tax laws.  The Internal Revenue Service has ruled that such an appointment is not a scholarship award and that the education provided by the Military Academy must, therefore, be included as an item of support furnished by the Army.

 

8.  I trust that the information provided, although necessarily general in nature, will be of assistance to you and your family.  The above information is provided to ensure that you and your parent(s)/guardian(s) have sufficient data to calculate income tax returns.

 

9.  Any questions by your parent(s)/guardian(s) concerning the proper methods of calculating dependency should be resolved through independent legal counsel, Publication 17, and/or contact the Internal Revenue Service. 

 

 








Original Signed








THOMAS M. REMO








Assistant Treasurer, USMA

 Current information will be provided by West Point

This information is only to inform you of what you might plan for at tax time. 

HEALTH INSURANCE

The Almanac which is the publication that goes out to all new candidate parents, explains the Tri-care system. Cadets who become ill or injured while on leave, pass or temporary duty (TDY) should go to a military treatment facility (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine, Coast Guard, or VA), if available within a reasonable distance. In the event of an emergency (life, limb, or eye saving), cadets should obtain medical care at the nearest facility (military or civilian). 

Since the implementation of TRICARE in Region 1 (West Point), medical care for cadets has slightly changed. All cadets are required to carry a USMA Cadet Medical benefits card with information on the procedures to follow. Prior authorization is not required for Emergencies, but the Region 1 contractor must be notified at the toll free number, 888-999-5195, within 24 hours. The Acute Care Clinic at Keller Army Hospital must also be notified. The phone numbers are listed on the card provided to the cadets. 

The government will not pay for any medical or pharmacy care received in a civilian medical facility that is not an emergency or if prior authorization is not obtained. Only cadets who leave the academy because of an injury or illness suffered while on active duty may apply for medical care from the Veterans Administration.

Cadets who resign or are separated from the academy for reasons other than injury or illness suffered while at West Point generally are not eligible for VA medical care. 

If allowed by their health insurance carriers, parents may maintain health insurance coverage for their cadets. Doing so will ensure that if your son or daughter departs the academy for any reason, he or she will have no loss in medical insurance coverage. 

Some insurance carriers may not allow your cadet to remain on your policy because your cadet is a member of the active duty military.

You do not need to worry about medical attention for your plebe at West Point. They have excellent facilities and if the problem is serious, he/she will be sent to Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. If there is a problem, you will be notified. If you are concerned about your cadet's mental or physical health, call the Tac. While home on leave, your cadet is authorized medical care at any military facility or at any hospital in a medical emergency.

SUMMARY

You must constantly reinforce the positive with your cadet; never let them lose sight of the objective.  Your cadet is joining the oldest fraternity/sorority in the United States with the likes of Grant, Lee, MacArthur, Patton, Eisenhower and Schwartzkopf.  This is not just a college education but also a life experience that develops leaders for the 21st century.

Everyone at West Point wants your Plebe to succeed! 

Nothing comes without sacrifice and your cadets will make many sacrifices during their years at the Point.  Their reward will be an overwhelming sense of pride in their many accomplishments and enormous opportunities for a brilliant future.  When they walk out to receive their diplomas on graduation day, they will have earned the ovations they receive and will become honored members of the Long Gray Line.

NOTE: This booklet contains information from a variety of sources, cadets, parents, other parent clubs, and USMA publications. 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP THIS BOOK CURRENT

This handbook continues a tradition begun nearly eight years ago when Tom Prem, the proud father of Capt. Adrienne Prem, a 2003 graduate of West Point decided that a handbook was needed for New Cadet Parents.  

Pris and Tom decided to share some ideas and information about West Point and all the unique experiences involved.  As time has gone by, we have tried to refine the information and add to it.  Things change!  The secret is to be flexible and to pay attention to the instructions you will be receiving from the United States Military Academy and your Cadet.

We hope this booklet will serve as a guide to help make your West Point years memorable, exciting and stress free as possible for your cadet, you and all your family and friends.

This booklet is based on information from The United States Military Academy, other West Point Parents Clubs and the experiences of the members of the West Point Parents Club of Greater Cincinnati.

We need your help to keep the information in this booklet current and up to date. Please call or email us with any changes to the information in this booklet so we can update it for next year’s class.

Good Luck on your cadet’s and your next four years at West Point.

Debbi & Bob Alsfelder

3700 Center St

Cincinnati, OH 45227

513-271-8240

e-mail:  dalsfelder@fuse.net
GO ARMY BEAT NAVY
2009 - 2010 Annual Calendar

29 June



“R” Day

10 August



CBT March Back

10August-15August

Reorgy Week

15 August



Acceptance Day Parade

17 August



First Day of Classes

21-23 August


Ring Weekend (Senior/First Class Event)

7 September


           Labor Day

12 October



Columbus Day (Observed)

11 November


Veteran’s Day (Observed)

25-29 November


Thanksgiving Leave(Cadets leave after last class/duty)

12 December


Army-Navy 

14-19 December


Final Exams (TEEs)

20 December – 3 January

Winter Leave

9 January



Class Day (Saturday)

18 January



Martin Luther King (Observed)

23 January



500th Night (Junior/Cow Class Event)

30 January



Yearling Winter Weekend (Sophomore/Yearling Event)

15 February


          President’s Day (Observed)

27 February


          100th Night (Senior/First Class Event)

12-14 March

          Plebe Parent Weekend

14-21 March

          Spring Leave for Plebes






(begins after last official duty on March 14)

8-15 May
Final Exams (TEEs)

22 May



Class of 2010 Graduation

CORP OF CADETS COMPANY NICKNAMES

1st Regiment

A1 Axemen

B1 Barbarians

C1 Crusaders

D1 Ducks "Bad to the Bone"

E1 Vikings

F1 Fun1

G1 Greeks

H1 Root Hawgs

2nd Regiment

A2 Spartans "Come back with your

shield or on it"

B2 Bulldogs

C2 Circus

D2 Dragons

E2 Dogs "Go Dogs"

F2 Zoo

G2 Gators

H2 Happy as Hell or " Just for the

Halibut " (cleaned up version)

3rd Regiment

A3 Animal House

B3 Bandits

C3 Cocks

D3 Devils

E3 Eagles

F3 F Troop "Mount Up"

G3 Gophers

H3 Hurricanes

4th Regiment

A4 Apaches

B4 Buffaloes

C4 Cowboys "YeeeHaaa"

D4 Duke

E4 Elvis "Elvis Lives"

F4 Frogs

G4 Guppies "Terrors of the Deep"

H4 Hogs

BRIGADE TACTICAL DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS

Operations Officer 938-6004

Assistant Operations Officer 938-6004

**PLEASE CHECK THE TAC NUMBERS IN YOUR PARENTS ALMANAC THAT WAS SENT TO YOU BY WEST POINT**

First Regt HQ (MACC-O-1)

Regt Tactical Officer 938-2901 

Regt Executive Officer 938-2904 

Regt Admin Supervisor 938-4117 

A1 Co Tac Off (751) 938-2613 

A1 Co Tac NCO (751) 938-3190 

A1 Orderly Room (751) 938-2663 

B1 Co Tac Off (751) 938-2905 

B1 Co Tac NCO (751) 938-5004 

B1 Orderly Room (751) 938-3238 

C1 Co Tac Off (751) 938-3803 

C1 Co Tac NCO (751) 938-2125 

C1 Orderly Room (751) 938-2897 

D1 Co Tac Off (602) 938-3603 

D1 Co Tac NCO (602) 938-4555 

D1 Orderly Room (602) 938-3033 

E1 Co Tac Off (602) 938-2903 

E1 Co Tac NCO (602) 938-2102 

E1 Orderly Room (602) 938-2391 

F1 Co Tac Off (602) 938-3307 

F1 Co Tac NCO (602) 938-2551 

F1 Orderly Room (602) 938-2944 

G1 Co Tac Off (740) 938-2408 

G1 Co Tac NCO (740) 938-4853 

G1 Orderly Room (740) 938-4330 

H1 Co Tac Off (740) 938-2427 

H1 Co Tac NCO (740) 938-2195 

H1 Orderly Room (740) 938-3260

Second Regt HQ (MACC-O-2) 

Regt Tactical Officer 938-3706 

Regt Executive Officer 938-2623 

Regt Admin Supervisor 938-2623 

A2 Co Tac Off (756) 938-2725 

A2 Co Tac NCO (756) 938-4830 

A2 Orderly Room (756) 938-3570 

B2 Co Tac Off (756) 938-4119 

B2 Co Tac NCO (756) 938-3750 

B2 Orderly Room (756) 938-4431 

C2 Co Tac Off (756) 938-2622 

C2 Co Tac NCO (756) 938-3043 

C2 Orderly Room (756) 938-3761 

D2 Co Tac Off (756) 938-3643 

D2 Co Tac NCO (756) 938-5444 

D2 Orderly Room (756) 938-3293 

E2 Co Tac Off (756) 938-2824 

E2 Co Tac Off (756) 938-2421 

E2 Orderly Room (756) 938-3195 

F2 Co Tac Off (756) 938-3108 

F2 Co Tac NCO (756) 938-3962 

F2 Orderly Room (756) 938-3556

G2 Co Tac Off (751) 938-2528 

G2 Co Tac NCO (751) 938-2196 

G2 Orderly Room (756) 938-2983 

H2 Co Tac Off (756) 938-2620 

H2 Co Tac NCO (756) 938-3557 

H2 Orderly Room (756) 938-3285
Third Regt HQ (MACC-O-3) 

Regt Tactical Officer 938-4402 

Regt Executive Officer 938-4405 

Regt Admin Supervisor 938-4409 

A3 Co Tac Off (745C) 938-3501 

A3 Co Tac NCO (745C) 938-3935 

A3 Orderly Room (745C) 938-2962 

B3 Co Tac Off (745C) 938-3302 

B3 Co Tac NCO (745C) 938-2823 

B3 Orderly Room (745C) 938-3236 

C3 Co Tac Off (745C) 938-2101 

C3 Co Tac NCO (745C) 938-2694 

C3 Orderly Room (745C) 938-2664 

D3 Co Tac Off (745C) 938-2619 

D3 Co Tac NCO (745C) 938-3289 

D3 Orderly Room (745C) 938-2763 

E3 Co Tac Off (745C) 938-4877 

E3 Co Tac NCO (745C) 938-4116 

E3 Orderly Room (745C) 938-2466 

F3 Co Tac Off (745D) 938-2902 

F3 Co Tac NCO (745D) 938-2089 

F3 Orderly Room (745D) 938-5476 

G3 Co Tac Off (745D) 938-2827 

G3 Co Tac NCO (745D) 938-4393 

G3 Orderly Room (745D) 938-3085 

H3 Co Tac Off (745D) 938-2921 

H3 Co Tac NCO (745D) 938-5993 

H3 Orderly Room (745D) 938-3189

Fourth Regt HQ (MACC-0-4) 

Regt Tactical Officer 938-2028 

Regt Executive Officer 938-2825 

Regt Admin Supervisor 938-2826 

A4 Co Tac Off (745E) 938-3118 

A4 Co Tac NCO (745E) 938-5265 

A4 Orderly Room (745E) 938-4125 

B4 Co Tac Off (745E) 938-2922 

B4 Co Tac NCO (745E) 938-2468 

B4 Orderly Room (745E) 938-3343 

C4 Co Tac Off (745E) 938-3719 

C4 Co Tac NCO (745E) 938-3089 

C4 Orderly Room (745E) 938-4120 

D4 Co Tac Off (745E) 938-3718 

D4 Co Tac NCO (745E) 938-3034 

D4 Orderly Room (745E) 938-3370 

E4 Co Tac Off (735) 938-2009 

E4 Co Tac NCO (735) 938-2770 

E4 Orderly Room (735) 938-3364 

F4 Co Tac Off (735) 938-2727 

F4 Tac NCO (735) 938-3853 

F4 Orderly Room (735) 938-3776 

G4 Co Tac Off (735) 938-2602 

G4 Co Tac NCO (735) 938-5252 

G4 Orderly Room (735) 938-2444 

H4 Co Tac Off (735) 938-2627 

H4 Co Tac NCO (735) 938-3577 

H4 Orderly Room (735) 938-4346
CADET SLEEVE INSIGNIAS

The United States Military Academy was founded in 1802 at West Point, New York.  This is the oldest regularly garrisoned military post in the United States, having been garrisoned since 20 January 1778.

The components of gunpowder are charcoal, saltpeter (potassium nitrate), and sulfur: which are black, gray and gold in color.  This is the significance of then cadet colors, worn 

since 1815.

Fourth Class Cadets are Privates and wear no insignia of rank.  All Fourth Class Cadets after being “Recognized” are eligible to wear the gold Army Officers’ U.S. lapel insignia in place of rank.  Third Class Cadets are Corporals, Second Class Cadets are Sergeants, and First Class Cadets are Lieutenants, Staff Officers, and Commanders.

.
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