February 2016
TO:
Participating Parents Club of West Point Members and High School Principals

FROM:
Ken Lang, Past President and Program Co-Chairman


Bob Quinlan, Past President and Program Co-Chairman
SUBJECT:
The Parents Club of West Point Dwight D. Eisenhower Leadership Award Program

1) Name of the Award.  The formal name of the Award is the Parents Club of West Point Dwight D. Eisenhower Leadership Award.

2) Background of the Award.  The Award honors the memory and legacy of Dwight D. Eisenhower, former President of the United States, distinguished general in the United States Army and a graduate of the United States Military Academy at West Point.

3) Purpose of the Award.  To recognize our nation’s outstanding high school juniors who have demonstrated exceptional performance in academics, athletics, community service, leadership, moral character and to promote the values of national service as exemplified by Dwight D. Eisenhower.

4) Who will receive the Award.  Selected high school juniors.

5) Name of the organization sponsoring the Award.  Parents Club of West Point.  Contact person is Bob Quinlan, Past President and program Co-Chairman.  His office number is 845.534.4360; E-mail: robertfquinlan@gmail.com; or Ken Lang, Past President and program Co-Chairman.  His home number is 845.735.9130; E-mail:  ken.lang123@gmail.com.
6) Method of Selection.  Selection of the student to receive the Award will be made by the principal of each participating high school using the enclosed criteria.

7) Format of the Award.  The Award will consist of a certificate from the Parents Club of West Point.  An optional commemorative medallion may also be presented.  Both items will be supplied by the Parents Club of West Point.  No cash or other awards will be given at this time.

8) Presentation of the Award.  The Award will be presented at the end of each academic year at an appropriate awards assembly.  A parent of a West Point Cadet or USMA graduate, USMA graduate with a cadet or other USMA representative will assist in the ceremony whenever possible.  Otherwise, it will be presented by the high school principal or a designee of the principal in an appropriate ceremony.

9) Criteria for the Award Selection. 
a) In keeping with the legacy and the mission of the United States Military Academy to produce leaders of character who will devote themselves to a lifetime of selfless service to our nation and communities, the Award should be presented to a student who, in the opinion of the high school principal, has exhibited exceptional performance in the areas of academics, athletics, community service, good citizenship and leadership.

b) In selecting each award recipient, the following criteria should be considered:

i) Academic.  The selected junior must have attained an overall grade point average of at least 3.2 on a 4.0 scale in an approved course of study.

ii) Athletic.  The selected junior must have participated in either a varsity or club sport and preferably earned a varsity letter or excelled in an athletic club activity (e.g., basketball, swimming, cheerleading, lacrosse, etc.) or participated in other organized sports outside the high school such as a club soccer team.

iii) Community Service.  The selected junior must have rendered service to the community by personal involvement in school, church, charitable or other worthy activities, which assist others.

iv) Good Citizenship.  The selected junior must have exhibited the attributes of good citizenship including duty, integrity, respect for authority and commitment to the community and nation.

v) Leadership.  The selected junior must have demonstrated the willingness and ability to inspire and lead others.  This is an important criterion for selection of the Award since a good leader will incorporate in large measure the other attributes necessary for selection for this award.

c) The student who receives the Award should be the best all-around student in the junior class. This student should be respected and held in the highest esteem by both the student body and the faculty.

d) The high school principal should make no selection in a particular year, if the principal feels that no junior meets the above Award criteria.

e) Rules of Conduct for the Award Selection.  The following rules of conduct must be firmly adhered to the selection and presentation of the Award and communicated in writing to each participating high school principal:
f) In all activities in the selection and presentation of the Award, fundamental values of integrity, fairness, truthfulness and dignity in the tradition of West Point will be paramount.

g) The Award must not be treated, either directly or implied, as a recruiting tool for the United States Military Academy.

h) The Award is not intended, directly or implied, as a promise for admissions to the United States Military Academy at West Point.

i) No preference will be given to athletes and no selection of the Award will be based on gender, religion, race or political preference.

j) Any disagreements, conflicts or problems must be brought to the immediate attention of Bob Quinlan, Program Chairman.  His office number is 845.534.4360.

k) All participating parents will encourage high school principals to notify them at least two weeks before the Award ceremony to insure that the Award certificate will be delivered on time and with complete accuracy.

l) All formal references to the Parents Club of West Point Dwight D. Eisenhower Leadership Award, either orally or in print, will use the full name of the Award.
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