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?loorr~y grnntlc~lr  over tllc pri~iric!~, wcrc o ~ ~ t - . c  
tllc I.,ou~itlnry of t l ~ c  nceiul. Sli:~rl<'s Icc111 : ~ r ~ t l  
nther fossil r e ~ n a i ~ ~ s  of ll~:tsinc Iisl~ 11:lvr: rrcrluct~t ly 
I ~ c c ~ i  picked u p  in the bctl of r l ~ e  Colorado ri\.cl.. 

111 t l ~ c  spri11,v and c:lrly part of tlie srllnnlcr, 111(: 
lxairics arc covclrc:tl \vitll i t  t l ~ o ~ ~ s n ~ l t l  va~.iclics o f  
wilt1 f l o \~~c~ . s ,  \vllic:l~ fill t l ~ c  air nri~ll I ra~! . :uico~ 
; ~ n d  prcscnt o ~ l c  of t l ~ c  1ovclic:;t ~ ~ r u s p e c ~ s  111 11;~- 
trlrc. 

Four tnilcs above t l ~ c  cily, I I ~ I ~ I I  rhc eastsidc of 
flle river, is a Iiigli ~ :c ;~ l i ,  callccl h!o~~n. 
l"rom thelop of tlic nlol~ntnin tllcrc isal>crpcndic- 
111ar pi'ccipice of' s c v c ~ ~  hundred Icct d o w l ~  to 111c 
water. T l ~ c  ~>rospect from tlie top of ~ l i i s  Inolln- 
tnin, is onc of thc grandcst nnrl loveliest in nnlnrc. 
011 the north and west cstenti thc mounlain 
peaks, risin? in  bold maguiliccnce hill above hill, 
for a distance of twenty milcs. Ancl t l iongl~  
what are here cnllcd rno~~nta ins ,  ~ v n u l d  in mn.lly 
cou~ i l  ries bc loolted upoil as  inconsiderable I~ills,  
they form n bold contrast to t l ~ c  flo~rrer clad prni- 
rie, whicll stretches off to thc souttian(1eastas I'ilr 
itk t11c CYC can  cxtcnd. '.She Colorado r i w r  is 
seen for the distance of iiStc.cn miles wintling irs 
course among the hills and  rich valleys; below 11s 
is thc infant city, which cnmplctc.~ t l ~ c  prnspcct 
ant1 rontl(!ss it olio of t t ~ c  lovclicst llpon cnrt l~.  

The  mountnins contiliti irr~mcnsc qr~arr ies  nl' 
g ray  and blue limestone, ~ v l ~ i t c ,  gray, and varic- 
~ a t e d  marble, and granite and g y p s i ~ ~ u ,  o11d stnnc 
coal. 'I'hey contain an  i nc sh~ t~a r ib l e  supply I ) [ '  
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vnllcvs itrc ~rr~srirp:~ssctl ill Icrtilil!. Ily i111y I;~ntl i l l  

t l ~ c  world. l.,:irgtJ s p r i r ~ g s ~  IlIiIIIy ol'\vI~icli ~v(~r111l 
: I%I~(J five or s ix 11111i(Irccl li:~rrcls cf'\v;it(:r i~ i r i i 1 1 -  

r ~ t c ,  iuc 1111rsliu$ out i l t  t l~r :  li~r)to[ ' l l lc ~ n o r ~ r l l n i ~ ~ s  
;~rltl w i~ l c r i r~g  tllc 1.ic11 vnllcys l)clo\~r. S ~ I I I ( !  pol,- 

I t i o ~ ~ s  of tllo l~ i l l s  arc  vcry mcll tilr111crcd.--0tlrc1.s 
are prairie. '1'1ie ni~lscjuit g r i l~s*  cxtcuds to t l ~ c  
top of thc Iiills, w l ~ i l c  thc vnllcys nrr, covctc!(l 
wit11 wilt1 ryc. I t  is 1101 s~~r[inssc:c[ 11y i u ~ y  C ~ I I I I -  

try ill thc world Tor c:itttlc i111tl I~o~gs.  
'L'l~ree mlles nbovc !\ustin a rc  thc fi1.s~ fi~lls- 

tlicy :ire lrlere rapids of aborit tcli rcct, in olrc I I I I Y I -  
drcct yards. 

'I.'liere llos bccrl n grcnt cliflercncc of opinio~r 
nborlt thc nnvigntiorl of t l ~ c  Colorntlo rivcr. 
Somc arc of opinion tlrcrc will bc no tlilficulty nt 
all  in navipi~tirig it to Austin, wliilc o ~ l ~ c r s  

r. 
tliink tllnt it can  tlcvcr bc cfl'cctcd. A pnr- 
tin1 csnrninat io~i  llnn bcc t~  l r~ndc of i t ,  n l ~ d  t\vo 
fcct matcr call bc h:ul ovcr t l ~ o  sli:illo\vcst 11nr a t  
t l ~ c  lo\vcst s t a y  of Ilia ~v:~l(:r. Iro11 I.)onts Iinvc 
1,eeri cotlstrnctcd iri 13r11~opc, of tmo hur~tlrctl tons 
1~11rti1c11, which rlrn~rr I~rrt s c v r . ~ ~  incllcs nri~tcr: il 
tloc:s ;LPIII:;W t l ~ : ~ t  :L Iionl, o f  I.liis cl18scrilllio11 o11gli1 

I h l t ~ s r ~ ~ ~ i l  ;.l,nss ic n vr1.v l inv  RIYISS,  whirl^ crows rr.t.v 
Ihiclc I I ~ ~ I I  111~. g r o ~ ~ r i t l ,  ;!~;rl :lIli~l.tls l l ~ c  ~ ~ I I C Q I  pisII1rc nf n n p  
a r m  upon cnrrh. 'l'l~c.rc i s  n spcc:ics of locus1 w l l i c i ~  i q  

rallcrl n t ~ ~ s c l ~ ~ i l .  lilnbcr, fro111 ilz~rncrnlly yl.on.irlc ~ t l ~ n l l  ~ I I Y -  

r111iL prairie--i t  i s  h:~rrl~r nliel lnnrc d ~ ~ r a t t l r  1.11an I I I C  hlil(:l( 
c Inc l~s l ,  h ~ l  c:ncr.ally  rows r:roc~ltrrl a n d  ?crllhly.. 
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