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66 MATAGORDA BAY AND

"This can ouly he aseormnted lar by supposing that
the mountaing which now raise their sunnits in
zloomy grandeur over the prairies, were once
the boundary of the oceatr.  Shark’s tecth and
nther fossi! remaivs of marine fish have frequentiy
been picked up in the bed of the Colorado river,

In the spring and early part of the summer, the
praivies are covered with a thousand varieties of
wild flowers, which fill the air with fragrance;
and present onc of the loveliest prospeets in na-
ture.

Four miles above the city, upon the eastside of
the river, is a high peak, called Mount Bounnell.
From thetop of the mountain there isaperpendic-
ular precipice of scven hundred {eet down to the
water. The prospect from the top of this moun-
tain, is one of the grandest and loveliest in nature.
On the north and west extend thé mountain
peaks, rising in bold magnificence hill above hill,
for a distance of twenty miles. And though
what are here called mountains, would in many
counlries be looked upon asinconsiderable hills,
they forma bold contrast to the flower elad prai-
rie, which stretches off to the southand eastas fav
as the cye can extend. 'The Colorado river is
seen for the distance of fifteen iniles winding its
course among the hills and rich valieys; below us
is the infant city, which completes the prospect
and rendors it one of the loveliest upon earth.

The mountains contain immense quarries of
gray and blue limestone, white, gray, and varie-
gated marble, and granite and gypsum, and stonc
coal. 'They contain an mo.\h'mslib[e supply ol
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ron ore-- aold, copper, awed lead have hean founed,
but no examinationn into theic wealthe has heen
niade. Upot the tops of the inountaing are {re-
quently large tracts of rich table fands, and the
valleys ave unsurpassed in fertility by any land in
the world.  Large springs; many of which would
aflord five or six Inmidred barrels of water a inin-
nte, are bursting out at the footof the mountaing
and walering the rich valleys below.  Sowme por-
tions of the hills are very well timmbered---othiers
are prairic.  The musquit grass* exteuds to the
top of the hills, while the valleys are covered
with wild rye. Tt is not surpassed by any coun-
try in the world for cattle and hogs.

"T'hree miles above Austin are the first falls—
they are mere rapids of about ten feet in one hun-
dred yards.

There has becn a great diflerence of opinion
abont the navigation of the Colorado river.
Nome are of opinton there will be no difficulty at
all in navigating it to Austin, while others
think that 1t can never be efleeted. A par-
tial cxamination has been made of it, and two
feet water can be hadd over the shallowest bar at
the lowest stage of the water.  Iron boats have
been constructed in Lurope, of two hundred tons
burthen, which draw hut seven inches water: it
docs appeav that a hoat of this description ought

» Musquit grass ixa very fine grass, whieh grows very
thick upon the ground, and affords the finest pasture of any
grass upon earth. T'here isa species of locust which i<
called musquit timber, from ils generally growing upon muos-

it prairies—it s harder and more durable than the black
lncust, but generally grows croaked and serubby,



