
COMBATING TERRORISM CENTER

The attacks of September 11, 2001, marked a dramatic change in the national security environment of the United States.  As with past national challenges, the United States Military Academy at West Point assumed a leadership role in helping the current and future leaders of the free world to understand and respond to this new security environment.  Although the Academy had been teaching about terrorism and asymmetric warfare long before 9/11, it recognized a critical need to take a leadership role to improve the knowledge, analysis, and decision-making of today’s leaders.

Throughout 2002, USMA examined what was necessary and how it could best contribute to combating terrorism.  Thanks to significant insights and generous support from Mr. Vincent Viola, a 1977 USMA graduate who saw the impact of terrorism first-hand as he was working in lower Manhattan as the head of the New York Mercantile Exchange on 9/11, the Academy realized that there were tremendous needs and opportunities beyond that which would be accomplished by the faculty and staff normally assigned to West Point.  On February 20, 2003, a privately funded Combating Terrorism Center (CTC) at West Point was established with the mission of arming current and future leaders with the intellectual tools needed to defeat and deter terrorist threats to our Nation.  Specifically, the CTC focuses on understanding terrorism threats to our national security, educating future leaders who will have countering terrorism responsibilities, and providing policy analysis and expertise to counter terrorist threats - worldwide.
The Center is very fortunate to have General (Ret.) John P. Abizaid, USMA ’73, and former US Central Command Commander, as its Distinguished Chair.  The CTC has a staff of outstanding faculty members who are recognized as some of today’s leading thinkers on terrorism.  They are exceptional in their research and are tremendous educators. The full-time staff is complemented with several non-resident fellows, including: Dr. Bruce Hoffman from the faculty of Georgetown University, author of Inside Terrorism, and one of the world’s leading terrorism analysts; Ambassador Michael Sheehan, who has served in the leading counterterrorism posts in New York City and the Department of State; and Dr. Michele Malvesti who joins the CTC this year after six years as Senior Director for Combating Terrorism at the National Security Council.  These individuals provide exceptional contemporary insight, contacts, and analysis to cadets and the CTC as part of their frequent visits to West Point.  

Since 2001 the CTC has emerged as one of the top information/education and training resources in the fight against hostile ideologies which threaten the free world.  Key accolades include: 

· The CTC research report, Stealing al-Qa’ida’s Playbook was singled out by al-Qa’ida’s  #2, 
Al-Zahari via a video stream on the al-Qa’ida’s website.

· Production of the most widely used Counter Terrorism Textbooks by US academic institutions.

· CTC’s ongoing role as the FBI primary counter terrorism trainer for all of its agents.
· Numerous expert testimony taskings from Washington. 

· Gaining approval and the implementation of the first Cadet Minor at USMA. 

· Special projects for SOCOM, and CENTCOM, and other Department of Defense agencies.

· Production of the monthly journal, The Sentinel, which is required reading for many DOD, Homeland Defense agencies, and General Patraus’ staff.

· At the Department of Defense’s request, the CTC was given the first set of declassified documents from the Harmony Database which contains documents captured from al-Qa’ida operatives. CTC faculty, working in conjunction with experts throughout the Academy in organization theory, Arabic, economics and other topics, published a widely-heralded report, Harmony and Disharmony: Exploiting al-Qa’ida’s Organizational Vulnerabilities.  This report, helped expose the inner workings of al-Qa’ida to facilitate further research, study, and exploitation.
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