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SUBJECT:  West Point celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Graduation of Women

1.  Purpose:  To provide members of the USMA Class of 1980 with information about events and initiatives being conducted at West Point during the year 2000 that celebrate the 20 years of graduating classes comprised of both men and women.

2.  Background:  In the spring of 1999, the Superintendent, USMA, directed that activities to commemorate 20 years of graduating men and women be conducted during the year 2000.  The Supe’s Mission Statement for this commemoration reads as follows: “USMA will celebrate the contribution of women since the graduation of the class of 1980 to a professional, gender-integrated Army, acknowledging lessons learned and focusing on the path to continued success.”  West Point put together a task force to accomplish the Supe’s directive.  The task force, comprised of West Point Officers and Civilians and chaired by COL Mohrmann, D/Math, developed a list of events and initiatives and obtained the Supe’s approval to execute in the fall of 1999.

3. Facts:

a.  Event/Initiative Listing:  

1)  Designate the Women’s History Month theme for the year 2000 at West Point as “Twenty years of Women Graduates”.

 
2)  Conduct the first of a series of annual dinners to commemorate the pioneer spirit of the first women graduates and the continuing contributions of women cadets and graduates to West Point, the Army and the nation.

3)  Develop and field a video and pamphlet that captures the achievements of West Point women cadets and graduates.

4)  Conduct a panel discussion just prior to the Homecoming festivities for the classes of 1980, 1985, 1990 and 1995 that provides a forum for cadets currently in the Corps to inquire, discuss and benefit from the experiences of men and women who have preceded them.  

5)  Recreate the Life Magazine photo of the women graduates from the class of 1980.

6)  Establish a display in the USMA museum during Women’s History month that depicts the contributions of women in the military.

7)  Pursue emplacement of a statue/icon on the West Point grounds/reservation which commemorates women in the Army.

8)  Place a link off the USMA homepage to a site with information about the contributions of military women and the history/achievements of women at West Point.  

b. Events/Initiatives which may impact upon members of the Class of 1980

1)  The dinner to commemorate the pioneer spirit of women graduates and women cadets:  This event will be conducted on a date not yet determined in late April/early May 2000 and will be voluntary with regard to cadet, staff and faculty participation.  Participation by graduates will also be voluntary and at the graduate’s personal expense.  Notification about the dinner date and how to register will be posted on all class list servers.  

2)  The panel discussion just prior to Homecoming 2000:  This event will be conducted on Wednesday, 18 October from 1730 to 2000 in Eisenhower Hall.  The objective of the panel discussion is to provide cadets with the opportunity to meet with graduates from previous classes and ask questions about the unique experiences of those classes.  Breakout sessions that offer opportunities for more personal group discussion will occur after initial introductions and remarks.  A member of the staff/faculty currently assigned to West Point will facilitate the event.  An informal, pay-as-you-go dinner (prepared by LTC Tom Endres, USMA ‘80) will be served in conjunction with the panel discussion period.  Attendance will be voluntary for cadets with permission to infringe upon the Evening Study period for this event already secured from the Dean.  Dean/USCC mandatory classes/training and scheduled reunion activities preclude conducting this event at any other time/date.  All graduates who are in the West Point area on Wednesday evening are invited to attend this event.  Graduates who would like to take an active part in this event (i.e.; facilitate a discussion group or be on the panel of a discussion group) should email LTC Donna Alesch Newell, USMA ’80, at td9537@exmail.usma.edu or call 914-938-5708.  Further registration information for this event will be posted at a later date on the reunion class’ list servers.

3) The women graduates of the class of 1980 will be asked to gather at some point (date/time TBD) during the reunion weekend on the steps of the First Division of the Cadet Barracks to recreate the photo published in Life Magazine in May 1980.  Participation in this photo is strictly voluntary.

4.  Conclusion:  Events that are being conducted at West Point during the year 2000 in commemoration of 20 years of successful gender-integration are focused primarily on providing a celebratory and developmental experience for cadets currently in the Corps.  None of these events/initiatives are intended as a showcase for any one graduating class.  The 20th anniversary commemoration is inclusive in nature and not intended to single out one group over another. 
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