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August 15, 2005
Dear Classmate,

This is our final coordination letter for the reunion.  Only those who have indicated they will attend are receiving this letter.  We now have more than 325 classmates signed up. Thank you all for making this a great reunion!  Please note on the enclosed agenda that the game time has changed from our original mailing.  The Baylor Game will now be at 3pm which means our post game party will not start until approximately 6:30pm.  The committee has decided to have more food at this event than originally planned which will allow the party to suffice for dinner.  We will offer buses back to the hotel immediately following the game—approximately 6:30pm from the Ike Hall tunnel and then as they fill from about 8pm on.  We will still offer a late bus at 10pm which will return to the hotel from the vicinity of Clinton Field. If you need to change your bus choice due to the game time change, please use the enclosed form.
FINANCES  Enclosed you’ll find your name on the list of classmates who have registered; along with the total amount received for the events you will attend.  If the amount next to your name is $150.00, we have received only your registration fee and have no record of events you will be attending.  If you have less than $150 listed you most likely have registered for events but I have no record of your paying the required (per classmate) registration fee.  Please check your records and notify Joan Emmer with any payment information you may have.   

Remember that all of our events require tickets to attend.  That’s to ensure we have sufficient space and food for all.  If you have not yet registered for events, please immediately return the enclosed event sign up form with your check. Please reply NLT 8 September.   Faxing the form first (845-446-6645) would be most helpful. Please note the fax number changes after 1 September to 315-685-3765. You can also add events at this time by returning the enclosed form.  If you are now unable to attend the reunion, please notify Joan Emmer immediately at wplaxmom@aol.com or 845-446-4037 (315-685-3765) after 1 September) and be sure to cancel your hotel room in order to make room for others.
FOOTBALL TICKETS  The football tickets you ordered from the Army Ticket Office are to  be mailed to you approximately two weeks in advance of the game unless you requested they be held at the stadium for pick up on game day.   You will be able to stop by the Army Ticket Office (now located in the Holleder Center next to Michie Stadium) anytime Friday to pick up WILL CALL tickets or handle any ticket problems.  The Army Ticket Office phone number is 845-446-4996.  The class purchased a few extra tickets for late registrants.  Please notify Joan Emmer at the above numbers if you need any.   If you are unable to attend the reunion but have previously purchased football tickets, you can mail them to Joan who will try to resell them for you.  Following the reunion, your refund will be mailed to you. You may mail your football tickets to Joan at P.O. Box 620, Skaneateles, NY 13157.  

GOLFERS You may still sign up to play golf with your classmates at the West Point Golf Course on Thursday.   Expect to play on several temporary greens.  It still has more hills than ought to be legal, but it now boasts a driving range and a new, signature short par-3.  The views of the Hudson Valley are spectacular.  Please contact Bob Smith at (oculosmith@hvc.rr.com) regarding this event.  A golf form is available online to download and return with your check.

HOTEL As you know, our reunion headquarters is the Woodcliff Lakes Hilton Hotel (201-391-3600) in Woodcliff Lakes, NJ approximately 35 minutes from West Point.  Enclosed, please find a direction card to assist you in your travel plans.  The prearranged room block may be closed at this time but there still may be rooms available at a higher cost.  Additional hotel space may be found at the Park Ridge Marriott (201-307-0800) under a block for the West Point Class of 1960 reunion.  They may not have picked up all of their space and the Marriott is just a short distance from the Hilton. Please remember to cancel your hotel reservations if you are unable to attend the reunion. Additional space may be found at the Hilton Garden Inn in Nanuet where we have a small block on hold for a rate of $109.00. Contact them at 845-623-0600.

FRIDAY SELF TOURS On Friday the early buses will drop people off behind the parade stands in Central Area where you can self tour the post and academic buildings. An additional drop off will be made in the vicinity of the stadium where you could self tour the new tennis center, gymnastics center and Kimsey Building. The Cadet Store will be open on Friday only.  Ninninger Hall, the Cadet Bookstore (4th floor Thayer Hall), Cullum and Grant Hall etc. are open to alumni.  The new Arvin Gymnasium is supposed to be open at this time and may be available to walk through.  Following your touring, walk to the Cadet Chapel, where our Memorial Service will begin at 11:15. The later buses from the hotel will drop people directly at the chapel.
DRESS The Thursday evening reception at our hotel is golf casual:  sport shirt and slacks for men, slacks or skirts for the ladies.  The Friday Class Dinner is dressier:  business suits or coat and tie for the men and equivalent for the ladies.  Comfortable walking shoes are a must for Thursday, Friday and Saturday as vehicular travel around West Point is very restricted.  On Saturday, please dress for the entire day’s activities.  For those of us standing on the Plain for the Cadet Parade, USMA prefers that we wear a sport coat or blazer (no tie required).  Those on active duty are encouraged to wear greens for the parade. Sunday Brunch at the hotel is casual.  

REGISTRATION/MEAL TICKETS/BUSES Please note the times for registration on the enclosed agenda.  Registration entails picking up the packet of meal tickets you ordered along with the name badges for yourself and any guests you listed on your registration form.  If you are not staying at or attending events at the Hilton, please make arrangements for a classmate to claim your registration packet/event tickets. Additionally, for those not registering at the hotel on Thursday or Friday morning, packets will be available at the entrance to Friday’s lunch in Ike Hall. Those joining us for the first time on Saturday will be able to pick up packets in the Cadet Mess Hall following the parade.  It would be very helpful if you could make arrangements with a friend to claim your packet if you will not be able to pick it up yourself until Saturday.

Event tickets will be collected at the entrance to each event. Additional tickets are very limited and may not be available at the registration table.   To avoid disappointment, please order any additional meal/bus tickets now by returning the enclosed event form.  As explained below, we recommend you use the bus transportation provided by the class.  Only those signed up for buses will be able to use them. We have enclosed a list of persons who did not sign up for any buses.  Please check this list and if you did intend to sign up for the buses, do so now with the enclosed event form.
HANDICAPPED ASSISTANCE   If you need additional assistance getting to and from reunion events please notify Joan Emmer (wplaxmom@aol.com) in advance so arrangements can be made with PMO for the Class Aides to transport you to the designated sites.  We will have the use of two multipassenger vans however, they are not lift equipped.
TRANSPORTATION/PARKING ON POST   Because of security measures and limited parking in key areas on post, we highly recommend you take the bus transportation provided by the class on Friday, and Saturday.  FRIDAY: If you do plan to drive onto post Friday, parking will be available at Buffalo Soldiers Field or the old PX parking lots—near the Post Cemetery. You will be able to use the regular post shuttle buses from either location to Central Area.  Remember to enter post through the Thayer or Stoney Lonesome Gates using the NON DOD decal lanes as Washington Gate is closed to all but DOD-stickered vehicles PLUS military ID.  Upon entering West Point, your car will be searched and a picture ID will be required for all occupants. SATURDAY:  There is NO PARKING in the vicinity of the Plain on Saturday due to the parade. Those driving onto post on Saturday can enter any gate and display the Reunion Participant  ID tag, which will be in your registration packet.  Be advised however, that this tag only identifies you as participating in the reunion activities and is not a specific parking PASS. (If you haven’t registered before Saturday and received your ID tag, you can still park on post).  While it would be best on Saturday to preposition a vehicle in the vicinity of Ike Hall, the MPs will direct you to any available general parking at the time you enter the gates.  Shuttles to Central Area for the parade are available from all parking areas on Saturday.  Following the after-game class party in Eisenhower Hall, there is no class-provided transportation to the parking areas.  You would have to take the post-game USMA shuttle to your car and reposition it near Eisenhower Hall for departure following the class party.  

MEMORABILIA AND CLASS GEAR Preordered items not directly mailed to you in advance will be available at the registration times noted on the enclosed agenda. Additional items will be available for sale at the reunion.  The AOG Gift Shop is our vendor.  For questions please contact them at1-800-426-4725.  

CLASS BUSINESS MEETING After hearing from the Superintendent and other members of the senior leadership team, we will move back to the area of the Cadet Restaurant and update the issues of the class, present our class gift and finalize the class officer elections.
Once again, thank you to all who are assisting in the planning and volunteering to organize events, as well as everyone taking the time to travel to West Point.  We look forward to seeing you in September!

The 25 year Reunion Committee
Enc. 
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