[image: ]Who was that mystery cadet in the Mess Hall on Graduation Day?
By Roy Jones

[bookmark: _GoBack]After nearly a half-century since graduation day, 1964, during casual conversation at the weekly “Class of ’64 Conference on National Security and World Peace” at Brion’s sportsbar in Fairfax, Va., Audrey Puckett recently revealed to several of the Class a long-held secret.  The secret is that it was she who stayed in the cadet barracks the night before graduation, who donned a cadet gray uniform including a hat, assembled in ranks for the march to the mess hall, and entered Washington Hall where she then took her hat off allowing her long hair to fall down around her face.  It was then that the Officer in Charge spotted her and recognized that she was certainly not a cadet.  The OIC almost immediately yelled to her “Out !” Audrey left and ran back to the Thayer still dressed in cadet gray. Apparently, the OIC did not pursue who the perpetrator really was (Dick Puckett) and he successfully graduated without further incident. There is some question, however, as to whether the statute of limitations on quill has indeed run out on this incident. As a consequence, at the 50th, as fellow classmates who appreciate the courage and cleverness that Dick (and Audrey) displayed 49 years ago, we will  need to help ensure that none of the TAC Department is allowed to get close enough to Dick to hand him a 2-1. We understand that Ian Fleming used the moxie and cleverness of these two as the model for his characters James Bond and the famous Bond girls!    To both Dick and Audrey, we say, “Well done.”  
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