
 6 ASSEMBLY   JUNE / JULY 2007

coaches a local swim team, 
and he is the president of 
the Parent’s Club of WDC. 
The highlight of the eve-
ning was the presentation 
of the Distinguished Grad 
Award to Bob Farris whose 
extraordinary work on the 
Special Activities Commit-
tee of the DC WPS raised 
considerable funds for spe-
cial activities at West Point. 
Congratulations, Bob! You 
deserve it! The Comman-
dant was the guest speaker. He gave part of 
his podium time to the new football coach. 
He sounds ready! Hopefully, the Army 
team will be also!

Allen & Linda Clark came to DC for 
several book-signing sessions for his new 
book Wounded Soldier, Healing Warrior. 
There were 28 of us gathered at ANCC to 
spend time with Allen & Linda. We listened 
to Allan talk about his new book and his ex-
periences. Attendees include Frank & Don-
na Hall, Dwayne Myers & Linda Blewitt, 
Bob Foley, Rudy & Sandy Ehrenberg, Bob 
Farris, Ray Klopatek, Noel Brown, Bill & 
Linda George, Norm & Arlene Betaque, 
Ken O’Sullivan, Mike Vopatek, Heidi & 
Kaye Heiden, Marty & Carol Ischinger, 
Chum Roberts & Nina Sebastian, Dick & 
Dee James, and of course, Linda & Allen. 
Allen’s book provides a clear message that 
physical disabilities did not detract from his 
intent to care for others and serve his nation. 
He says, “Through strong values and faith 
in God, we can overcome adversity and be 
all we want to be.” His book also pictures 
the progression of his height from 5’8” to 
6’2”, a height at which he intends to remain. 
Wife Linda is a talented and beautiful lady. 
For many years, she has portrayed voices of 
women of the Bible, in dramatic narrative, 
telling their story, in their words. This is 
done in full period costume. She has per-
formed throughout the southwest. It was a 
great evening for all of us.

Golfing grads just completed their 19th 
outing with the venue this year at Amelia 
Island Plantation (near JAX). Dan Willson 
did another superb job of putting this to-
gether. What he has to put with in changes 
alone is simply amazing. Dan has the tal-
ent and temperament for it. Gary Coe was 
our ’63 team captain this year. We had an 
early lead, but were eeked out in the end by 
’62 who brought 39 members of their class 
this year. We had 30 representatives for our 
class, which included 25 classmates, three 
sons, one wife, and one guest. We had four 
first-time attendees: Miles Eberts, Karl 
Schwartz, Wolf Fletter, and Alex Olsen. 
Karl Schwartz organized that group since 

they were all in H-2. Other 
attendees included Farris & 
wife Jeanne, Jenks, Will-
son and son Dan, Rolfe, 
Shepard and son Tripp, 
Burns and son Tom, Black-
grove, Vopatek, Ehrenberg, 
Esposito, Earnest, Fran-
cis Nelson (guest), Dick 
Cole, Hable, Coe, James, 
Hawkins, Brown, Lavoy, 
Sausser, and Arbogast. As I 
said before, this is the great-
est reunion outside of the 

five-year. Next year we will probably expand 
the field from 144 to 180 at a venue to be 
determined. On the final day of individual 
competition, Dan Willson, Jr. won the low 
gross with a 3-under 69. Brilliant golf! Con-
gratulations young, Dan. And finally, none 
other than Jeanne Farris won the long-drive 
contest. Way to go, Jeanne!

As a follow-up to my visit earlier this 
year to Monterey, I have more information 
on Jacki & Tom Forsythe. They moved 
into their new home less than a year ago in 
a terrific neighborhood of Las Palmas (just 
outside Monterey). Since moving in he has 
been a plumber, gardener, electrician, carpen-
ter, golfer, and wine drinker. He plans never to 
go back earning a living, just doing volunteer 
work for the Humane Society. Jacki just retired 
and is enjoying the beautiful California life. 
Tom’s youngest daughter & husband own a 
sporting goods store in Lawton, OK. There 
are two grandchildren from that union. It 
was great seeing them again.

Gene & Ginger Bassett live near the 
Forsythes. They were married a year before 
Gene retired in 1982. They have four chil-
dren. Son Byron is a VP in manufacturing; 
son David is now at the National War Col-
lege and will soon be promoted to colonel; 
daughter Becky is married to an FBI agent 
living in Chicago; and daughter Susan is an 
RN in Monterey. The Bassetts now have 
eight granddaughters! Gene worked for 
years in the insurance business and is now 
retired, as is Ginger. Both spend time as 
volunteers and traveling. It was fun seeing 
them again also!

Mike Vopatek, Ray Klopatek, and I at-
tended Marty Ischinger’s retirement party 
in March. I certainly would not have missed 
it because it was held at my favorite restau-
rant in Rosslyn (Tivolis). It was an elabo-
rate affair commensurate with the terrific 
job that Marty had done over the years for 
DoD. Marty is a legend in the Pacific Rim, 
signing policy agreements not only with 
the big countries, but the small ones as well 
that even travel agents can’t fine. Congratu-
lations Marty & Carol! It was great seeing 
their fine family again who Dee & I have 

watched grow up over the years.
Got a short note from Jim “Bugs” 

Doherty. He is engaged again, this time he 
says to “Ms Right.” The photo shows them 
in their annual winter sojourn to the Ca-
ribbean. Bugs continues to do well in the 
mortgage business at the eastern end of 
Long Island (Westhampton Beach). Con-
gratulations Bugs and Trish!

Mini- Reunion: Mike Jenks has pro-
posed a gathering at Williamsburg the first 
or second week of October. Classmates liv-
ing in or around the area are Steve Silvasey, 
Mike Jenks, Bill Boice, Fred Gantzler, and 
Jay McClatchey. For those who play golf, 
they will have the opportunity to play on 
the magnificent courses in Ford’s Colony. 
For those who don’t, there will be unpar-
alleled shopping and sightseeing. And of 
course, the most important item is the shar-
ing of meals and social hours where we can 
tell those wonderful stories that we have 
told before, but no one remembers, so they 
are well worth telling again! This sounds 
like a fun time! Please let me or Mike Jenks 
know you are interested.

Dick Higgins called to say that George 
Hall died in December. If any of you ever 
met George you would never forget him. 
He was a grand person, and a true repre-
sentative of the old south. He and I went to 
Prep School, then he spent two years with 
us at West Point. After that, he returned to 
the plantation in Macon, GA, got into the 
banking business, and the rest is history. As 
one his sons said at the memorial service. 
“George lived life LARGE!

Until next time!

1964
GEORGE G. JACUNSKI
5650 A1A South #103 
St. Augustine, FL 32080 
904 471-0312
wp25090@west-point.org
Subscribers:

We have yet another published author in 
the class. For those with a bent toward mili-
tary history, the University Press of Kansas 
has just released a book that Hal Winton 
has been at work on for a good while. The 
title is Corps Commanders of the Bulge: 
Six American Generals and Victory in the 
Ardennes. Fundamentally, it tells the story 
of the Battle of the Bulge from the corps 
perspective, which, believe it or not, has not 
until now been done. There are also a few 
other twists in the book that expand it be-
yond the corps story. The six commanders in 
question are Leonard T. Gerow, Troy H. 

1963—Father Pat Smith and 
John Morgan in Houston.
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Middleton, 
M a t t h e w 
B. Ridgway 
( U S M A , 
A p r i l 
1917), John 
M i l l i k i n 
( U S M A , 
1 9 1 0 ) , 
Manton S. 
Eddy, and 
J. Lawton 
C o l l i n s 

(USMA, April 1917). The book can be or-
dered from the press, with ordering info at 
<www.kansaspress.ku.edu>, or from Ama-
zon.com. Not only has the book been pub-
lished, but it is receiving rave reviews. Here’s 
John Murray’s take on Hal’s efforts: “I re-
cently began reading Hal Winton’s book, 
Corps Commanders of the Bulge and want 
to pass along to all that it is a real master-
piece! Upon reading it doesn’t take long to 
realize the tremendous effort that Hal put 
into his research and writing. His writing 
style is captivating and he’s sprinkled nu-
merous interesting anecdotes throughout. 

For an Army guy his vocabulary is most im-
pressive—so much so that I would recom-
mend having a dictionary close by while 
reading it! Hats off to Hal for putting an-
other feather in ’64’s cap! 

Mike McKinley recently received a 
note from Nancy Pocock, widow of our 
classmate, John Graham, who was KIA in 
Viet Nam. She, by way of Mike, informs 
us that their son, LTC John Graham, Jr. 
‘87, has been selected as a tenured profes-
sor at West Point in the Department of 
Behavior Sciences and Leadership. John 
recently earned a Ph.D. and is currently the 
Deputy Program Director of the Engineer-
ing Psychology program. You may recall 
that the USMA Prep School, which John 
Sr. attended, annually bestows the Gra-

ham-Perry award for distinguished grads 
at the school each year in remembrance of 
John and Perry. (Perry was a ’63 grad who 
attended the Prep School and was also KIA 
in Viet Nam.)

 Jill McCaffrey sent along the following 
photo of the two McCaffreys in Afghani-
stan while Barry was on one of his fact find-
ing missions. The photo was taken at FOB 
Saleino, up in the mountains, where LTC 
Sean is Deputy Cdr of the 4th Bde of the 
82 ABN.

Tom Legan blew through St. Augus-
tine a few weeks ago on the last leg of his 
“Southern Sojourn,” with his adopted half-

brother, Alan Strong, who was the guy who 
marshaled Tom through the aftermath 
of his very serious auto accident. Tom by 
the way is still mostly wheelchair bound, 
but can manage short trips under his own 
power and says he can contribute from time 
to time in scrambles out on the golf course. 
Their travels started in New Orleans, 
where they were able to get together with 
George Domas. Then they moved on via 
Atlanta to Augusta where they caught a 
practice round of the Masters. Next a stop 
in Charleston—aided by some generous 

arrangements of Jim Muir—then Savan-
nah where Tom had hoped to sit on For-
est Gump’s bench, only to find it has been 
removed. The final stop was the visit in St. 
Augustine, where Tom confirmed the fact 
that, mercifully, there was no men-
tion of his prowess on the links in 
the World Golf Hall of Fame. Tom 
pronounced it a great trip, soaking up 
the history and culture, and getting 
together with classmates along the 
way. He extends an invitation to all of 
you to look him up one of these days 
out in the San Francisco Bay Area or 
at his second home in Palm Springs.

Finally, I have just returned from the 
19th gathering of the Golfing Grads held 
this year at Amelia Island Plantation north 
of Jacksonville. Despite the best efforts of 
24 members of ’64, we were unable to re-
tain the championship trophy won last 
year. Despite that disappointment—we did 
finish third—a great time was had by all in-
cluding seven first time attendees and seven 
wives and girlfriends. The golf courses were 
outstanding as well as the resort. One high-
light was a Sunday tournament for ’64 at-
tendees following the Golfing Grads event 
arranged by Larry Bryan that was partici-
pated in by most of classmates and several 
of the wives. Another highlight was the pre-
outing diner hosted by Mel & Hilda Case 
at their home in Jacksonville. Participants, 
for the record, were Harvey Fraser, Fred 
Hinshaw, Jim McCormack, Norm An-
derson, Lou Jerge, Ray Paske, Bob Bolen, 
Al Russo, Ed Brinkman, Doug Bennett, 
Ed Haydash, Dan Banovic, Larry Brewer, 
Larry Bryan, Don Hall, Rich Stanko, Tom 
Tate, Bob Magruder, Greg Olsen, Jerry 
Werner, Howie Bachman, John Murray, 
Mel Case, and yours truly. 

Here is Al Russo’s take on the event. 
“Team’64 finished in overall third place 

following ’62 and ’63. I write 
this as most attendees are 
still on their way back home. 
Awards went to Brinkman, 
Bryan, Paske, Jacunski, Bo-
len, and others.

The class dinner on Friday 
night at a classic Jacunski gin 
joint was held under the A1A 
causeway. Paske delivered an 

update on the medically absent Chet Kem-
pinski, which was very positive and well 
received. Thanks go to George and Larry 
Bryan, for their organizational skills and 
their work in mounting this operation and 
the Sunday follow-on

1964—McCaffrey and Mc-
Caffrey.

1964—St. Augustine.

1964—Case dinner party.

1964—The Returning Hard Corps.

1964—Four ball winners.

1964—Off course activity.

1964—Après golf.
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prelude to departure. Thanks also to 
team captains Don Hall, Harvey Fraser, 
and Howie Bachman. There are several 
others to thank and George will tell me 
where I am remiss.

 Peggy Bolen, Teddy Olsen, Hilda 
Case, Doug Bennett’s Sonja, and my 
Joanne made up the distaff side. Teddy and 
Hilda played at the Sunday morning out-
ing. Hilda played so well that her team took 
most of the money, I think. I kept paying 
and paying and paying.

 Plan on joining us next spring. This was 
a great event at a classy resort in an almost 
pristine setting.” Good report, Al, but you 
forgot to thank yourself for all your work on 
the class golf website.

The Golfing Grads which started out 
as a modest group of graduates playing golf 
at Greenlefe Resort in Orlando had more 
than 150 attendees this year and is going 
to be celebrating its 20th year at our next 
gathering. Kudos go to its founder Tyler 
Willson ’60 and its current honcho, Dan 
Willson ’63. There is going to have to be 
a limit sometime so watch this spot for an-
nouncements of next year’s event to make 
sure you get a slot. 

Finally, the usually loquacious (as those 
of you who read the Class Forum can at-
test) Tucker Dooley has yet again provided 
a photo without accompanying comment. I 
have determined that it depicts the Dooleys, 
the Wikens, and the Bennetts at a Seaside 
(seaside?) gathering. I am presuming that is 
Seaside with a capital “S” and surmise that 
Seaside is in Florida somewhere near Destin 
where Tucker occasionally hangs out.

By the time you read this the Charles-
ton mini reunion will be history. My atten-
dance will be strictly professional in nature 
in order that I might bring you full coverage 
of the affair. 

1965 
DENNIS R. COLL 
3 Sun Valley Court
Lake in the Hills, IL 60156-4473
847 404-1767
847 658-1050 (Fax)
DC65Scribe@comcast.net
www.aogusma.org/class/1965
Subscribers:

Greetings once again from Chicago. I hope 
all is well at you end of the Long Gray Line. 
Sad news to report from Beartooth Lodge. 
In late April, Tim Vogel lost his long and 
valiant battle with PSP (Progressive Su-
pranuclear Palsy—a debilitating/terminal 
brain disease). It was a battle ably fought 
and assisted by a tremendous outpouring of 
love and kindness from S & D. Our hats 
are off to Dennis Lewis, Rollie Stichweh, 
Dick Chaffer, and the many, many others 
who traveled to Montana to cheer up the 
ole redhead. Our thanks also to his daugh-
ter Sherri, his primary caregiver, Becky 

Mitchell, Dr. Brad Fouts, plus our local 
classmates Bob Frey and Marty Johnson 
and all of his other caregivers, all of whom 
rose to the occasion. Tim was one of those 
rare guys—what you saw was what you got, 
and that is exactly how he apparently was 
right up to the end. That photo of him, that 
was published in a previous issue, flying 
in a small plane over the ranges ( a flight 
arranged by another great caregiver, Gen 
Mathis (USAF Ret, USMA ’48), was pro-
totypical Vogel—determined to enjoy life 
until the end! He will be missed.

On a brighter note, we will start providing 
updates on our second S & D Mini reunion. 
Skip O’Donnell, our OIC, describes it this 
way: Viva Las Vegas! The mini is scheduled 
for 4–8 Jun 08, starting with a Wednesday 
evening Benny Havens, followed by a Las 

Vegas Tour-
ist Tips 
bre a k f a s t 
on Thurs-
day, a Class 
dinner on 
S a t u r d a y 
with depar-
ture Sun-
day. Maxi-
mum time 
has been 
a l l o c a t e d 
for the Vegas Strip attractions and glitz, 
great afternoon and evening shows, excel-
lent cafes and restaurants, fabulous shop-
ping, morning golf everywhere and of 
course, gambling. Our headquarters will 
be the Orleans Hotel and Casino, just off 
the Strip. It is very popular with us locals 
for shows, restaurants, buffet, Irish Pub, 
and better gambling odds. While you are 
here in the American Southwest, plan on 
taking some extra days before or after the 
reunion to visit the Arizona, Utah, and 
California sights within six hours of Las 
Vegas. Marilyn O’Donnell, Frank & 
Kathy Meier, and Jim Holmes will join 
Skip as your local hosts. More information 
on the hotel reservations, food and beverage 
costs and the side trips will be forthcoming 
via a class letter. 

As I was looking through the USAA 
annual report, the photos of two individ-
ual board members caught my eye—Dan 
Christman, a long time member, and Tosh 
Barron, Tom’s lovely wife, a relatively new 
member. Speaking of our former Supe, 
the photo shows Dan and Jerry Dernarat 
the West Point Society of the Triangle in 
Raleigh, Durham, NC Founders Day din-
ner held at the Briar Creek Country Club. 
Dan was the guest speaker, and did a great 
job, according to Jerry, who is partly re-
tired, but still teaches math part-time at 
Durham Technical Community College. 
He also does a little contract engineering 

1964—Sin Palabras.

1965—Jack Cooley.

1965—Golf outing.

1965—Golf outing.

1965—Denar and Christ-
man.


